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Stock market crashes, leaves fi nancial fi rms and college students in the lurch 


Notable banks lack presence at BOC and TOC
JACKSON LANE


Junior Staffwriter


As luck would have it, Carn-
egie Mellon’s Business Oppor-
tunities Conference (BOC) hap-
pened during one of the worst 
economic crises in our coun-
try’s history. Many investment 
banking and fi nancial fi rms are 
still recoiling from the collapse 
of mortgage-backed securi-
ties, and the stock market has 
plunged and soared erratically.


Last Monday, Lehman Broth-
ers Holdings, Inc. fi led for 
bankruptcy and made history 
as the largest failure of an in-
vestment bank in more than 
a decade. To prevent further 
damage, the government has 
given large bailouts to several 
fi nancial fi rms on the brink of 
bankruptcy, the most recent 
and largest being American 
International Group, an insur-
ance company.


Although Carnegie Mellon 


students are still a long way 
from Wall Street, the fi nancial 
crisis was a very real presence 
at the BOC last week.


“This year, many future em-
ployers were experiencing such 
diffi culty in their own compa-
nies that they did not have the 
time or the money to attend the 
BOC,” said Kurt Duschl, a senior 
business administration major 
and BOC Committee co-chair.


The empty Lehman Brothers 
booth stood as testament to this 


time of fi nancial diffi culty.
“Investment and commercial 


banks, who have always been 
the most reliable and largest 
sponsors of the BOC, were un-
able to attend this year because 
of the current state of the econ-
omy,” Duschl said.


Fortunately, according to 
Duschl, “[BOC] research and 
recruiting directors focused on 
industries other than fi nance— 


See CRASH, page A3


Labor expert weighs in
STEPHANIE JOHNSON
Junior Staffwriter


Steve Greenhouse, labor and 
workplace reporter for The 
New York Times and author 
of The Big Squeeze will speak 
on campus this Wednesday at 
4:30 p.m. in Porter Hall 100 on 
the changing workplace and 
his thoughts on the economic 
crisis and its impact on college 
graduates.


Recently, the turmoil on 


Wall Street precipitated by the 
bankruptcy of Lehman Broth-
ers, a massive investment 
bank, and near-bankruptcy of 
American International Group 
has left the United States econ-
omy in peril.


With the crash, Greenhouse 
said, retirement security is 
suddenly reduced, the amount 
of layoffs will increase, and 
banks, already “gun-shy” 


See INTERVIEW, page A4


Committee plans ahead 
for Homecoming 2008


SABRINA PORTER
News Editor


In just over one month, fi re-
works will be shot off from Ham-
erschlag Hall, bands will be bat-
tling on campus, chili will be 
cooked in a massive competition, 
and a dance will be held for stu-
dents and alumni. These are just 
a few of the many events planned 
for this year’s Homecoming 
celebration.


For the fi rst year in Carnegie 
Mellon’s history, a Homecoming 
committee of over 20 students 
has been formed to ensure that 
the Oct. 23 to 26 festivities are 
enjoyed by staff, alumni of all 
ages, and students alike.


Damian Valdes, a junior busi-
ness administration major, ex-
plained the history behind the 
formation of the committee.


Last year, the university formed 
the Highland Ambassadors, a 
group of 12 students charged 
with interacting with important 
alumni on campus and at outside 
events.


The ambassadors went to 
Homecoming together and were 
not pleased.


“It was boring,” Valdes said. 
“There was nothing there for 
students to do. The closest thing 
to a student activity was History 
of Buggy and that was not really 
even student-based.”


The ambassadors quickly 
took action. They spoke with 
the Alumni Relations Student 
Advisory Council and later the 
current Student Body President 
Jared Itkowitz and Vice Presi-
dent Pooja Godbole. Itkowitz 
and Godbole added the school 
spirit initiative to their platform 
and have been supportive ever 
since. Alumni Relations has been 
particularly helpful as well, as-
sisting in the actual formation of 
the committee.


“It’s just so great to have stu-
dents at the table,” said Heather 
Andring, associate director of 
Alumni Relations.


The committee has been hard 
at work since the summer. Af-
ter throwing out a number of 
new ideas such as Spirit Week 
and Dress Like a Nerd Day, they 
have decided on a preliminary 


schedule of events that has more 
students involved than ever 
before.


“For students who are not 
freshmen, this year’s Homecom-
ing is all about change. For fresh-
men, it’s just about getting them 
involved and coming to events 
early on,” said Dana Weinstein, 
a sophomore business adminis-
tration major and member of the 
Homecoming Committee.


To kick off Homecoming 
events, there will be a birthday 
party held at the Fence Wednes-
day night. The day before Home-
coming is the 85th birthday of 
the old Fence and the 15th anni-
versary of the new Fence, erected 
when the old one crumbled to the 
ground.


Student organizations involved 
in Homecoming will be asked to 
paint a portion of one side of the 
fence. The whole other side will 
be dedicated to student hand-
prints for whoever wants to come 
and help.


“It is pretty much a party at the 
Fence that will turn into painting 
at midnight,” Weinstein said.


The festivities will continue 
every day and night of Home-
coming weekend.


Throughout the weekend, 
Scotch ’n’ Soda will perform The 
Visit, which tells of a rich bene-
factor visiting her benefi ciaries.


“The cast this year is mostly 
fi rst-years, which is something 
we’ve never had before but we’re 
really excited about,” said Wein-
stein, who is in charge of public 
relations for The Visit.


Friday night will feature a 
comedian for the fi rst time in 
Homecoming history. The Carn-
egie Mellon Variety Hour will be 
the opening act. Although the co-
median cannot be announced as 
the contract has not been fi nal-
ized, Andring spoke excitedly of 
the event.


“We hope it may bring back 
some younger alumni,” she said.


Andring spoke of Carnegie 
Mellon’s situation of having two 
reunions each year — Home-
coming and Spring Carnival, 
which are usually split between 
older and younger alumni, 


College Republicans return to the university
MATTHEW E. CAMPBELL


Editor-in-Chief


After a two-year hiatus, Carnegie Mellon’s 
College Republicans are back, campaign-
ing and conducting voter registration drives 
alongside their Democratic counterparts.


“College Republicans disbanded two 
years ago after the interest for such an or-
ganization became too low,” said Vice Pres-
ident Chloe Perkins, a sophomore English 
and creative writing major. “With the elec-
tion coming up though, it was much easier 
to reorganize.”


Perkins is quick to point out that there 
are more Republicans at Carnegie Mellon 
than most observers think — even more 
than most Republicans think.


“Thus far we have 84 members, and at 
the activities fair every one of them said 
they were the only Republican here,” Per-
kins said. “I run into people on campus all 
the time who are interested in our organi-
zation.”


While the College Republicans have 
nearly 100 members, the Carnegie Mellon 
chapter of Students for Barack Obama has 
nearly six times that number.


Both the College Republicans and the 


College Democrats (a separate organiza-
tion from Students for Barack Obama) as 
well as Students for Barack Obama have 
been active on campus.


Over the weekend, the College Demo-
crats and Students for Obama collaborated 
with other political groups of Pittsburgh in 
a massive event.


“[Sept. 20] was an event called ‘Steps for 
Change,’ which used the city’s legendary 
780 stairwells as rallying points,” said Han-
nah Wendling, a senior English major and 
president of the College Democrats. “The 
goal was to have 1400 volunteers knock on 
40,000 doors, speaking to Pittsburghers 
about the issues critical to our nation and 
our reasons for supporting for Senators 
Obama and Biden’s campaign for change.”


All three groups have also been extremely 
involved in a campaign to get students to 
register to vote, and the College Democrats 
and Republicans will come together for a 
voter registration event Oct. 3 in the Uni-
versity Center.


“The voter registration deadline is com-
ing up soon — October 6 — so that will 
be the main focus in the next two weeks,” 
Wendling said.


The organizations have worked well 


together, Perkins said.
“They’ve always been very polite — 


when we were getting our fl yers torn down 
and our chalk spit on, they made sure that 
it was no one in their organization and en-
couraged others to be mature about our 
presence on campus. They have the great-
est respect for us and we for them.”


Starting next week, the College Repub-
licans hope to run a table outside Doherty 
Hall and campaign for Republican candi-
date Sen. John McCain (R–Ariz.) and vice 
presidential candidate Alaska Gov. Sarah 
Palin. They will also hold parties and watch 
the political debates on TV together.


Both Wendling and Perkins are seeing 
lots of excitement about this election.


Wendling fi nds it interesting that “a lot 
of people, especially college students, who 
have never voted before and never been 
interested in politics before are interested 
and energized this election. I think it is 
the combination of a strong candidate and 
the magnitude of the problems facing our 
country today. Students are recognizing 
how important this election is.”


Editor’s Note: Hannah Wendling is a mem-
ber of The Tartan copy staff. 


Student shares literature through YouTube
ALIESHA JONES


Junior Staffwriter


Carnegie Mellon students could soon be 
YouTube stars.       


Through the Posner Poetry and Prose 
Project (p4), sophomore political science 
major Jessica Dickinson Goodman plans 
to record student and faculty readings of 
Huckleberry Finn and various sonnets of 
Shakespeare and put them on YouTube. Au-
ditions for the project are ongoing.


The Posner Poetry and Prose Project will 
be Goodman’s exhibit in the Posner Center.


As an intern at the Posner Center on cam-
pus, she has become familiar with the ex-
hibits and antiques on display and realizes 
how hers will fi t in.


The Posner Center was created as a trib-
ute to Henry Posner, Sr.’s collection of “rare 
and beautiful books,” Goodman said. The 
collection is held in the vault of the Posner 
Center and periodically brought out for dis-
play in the glass showcases. Most of the col-
lection has also been digitized and is widely 
available on the Posner Center website.


This free, public access and digitaliza-
tion is the same mission for p4 — to “pro-
vide everyone with great literature,” Good-
man said.


“If you can get an Internet connection, 


then you can listen to [the sonnets and 
Huck Finn],” she said.


In addition to easily reaching a broad au-
dience, Goodman also hopes to make her 
production available as a teaching aid.


“Having a best friend with ADHD [at-
tention-defi cit hyperactivity disorder], 
I’ve seen that it can be a big task to read. 
Also my brother has dyslexia, so for people 


with learning disabilities, I feel that if you 
hear and listen to it [Shakespeare] or watch 
someone read it you can digest it,” Good-
man said.


She plans to have her project displayed 
and sent to local parochial schools as a 
classroom resource.


See HOMECOMING, page A4


See YOUTUBE, page A3
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How Carnegie Mellon helped build 
the Large Hadron Collider


See [A5]


Dragons, dumplings, and dances
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Future Communication by Hanae Kobayashi
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International and fantastical
Drama school plans for variety in this semester’s shows
Carnegie Mellon’s School of Drama will put on three 
productions this semester. The shows — The Other 
Shore, Into the Woods, and The Mill on the Floss 
— represent a departure from traditional university 
plays by highlighting theatrical content that is both 
international in scope and fantastical in nature. 
As faculty directors and both undergraduate and 
graduate student designers and managers produce 
the works, the subject matter and execution of the 
plays are both powerful pieces of art as well as tangible 
representations of Carnegie Mellon student work.


The Other Shore, a play written by Gao Xingjian in 
1986 and originally intended to be produced by the 
Beijing People’s Art Theater, will be the fi rst large-
scale production put on by the School of Drama this 
season. Directed by Tang Shu Wing, it runs from Oct. 
2 to 11 in the Philip Chosky Theater. It was designed 
as more of an acting exercise and training tool than 
as a production intended to be shown in front of an 
audience. The drama details ideas of both collectivism 
and independence as it follows seekers of Nirvana, 
the land of enlightenment in Buddhism, who end up 
discovering that Nirvana may not actually exist.


The theoretical nature of this play is mirrored in the 
production process for the play, which production 
manager and senior drama student Maddie Regan 
describes as “free-fl owing” and “developmental.” Based 
on Chinese theatrical styles and an emphasis on the 
actors rather than just on the content of the play, The 
Other Shore is likely to be a learning experience for 
viewers, actors, designers, and managers alike. “It 
follows a much more organic process than what we 
are typically used to,” Brandon D. Mitchell, the show’s 
lighting designer, said in explaining the process of 
production. It evolves as rehearsals go on, allowing 
designers and actors to work off of each others’ ideas 
and to create a unique experience for the audience.


Moreover, “the play refl ects a truly foreign design 
culture,” said Katherine Stebbins, the show’s costume 
designer and a costume design MFA candidate in the 
School of Drama. That is, since director Tang Shu Wing 
is Chinese and familiar with the culture in which Gao 
Xingjian wrote the play, he has brought an element 
of understanding to the piece that will better engage 
both actors and audience members. It is because the 
play weaves such foreign culture into a localized and 
constantly changing production process that it is so 
unique and important for the student body to see, 
as several managers and designers of the show have 
explained.


The second of the semester’s plays, Into the Woods, is 
based on a book by James Lapine. Directed by Kent 
Gash, it runs in the Chosky Theater from Nov. 13 to 22. 
The work references a handful of well-known stories, 
such as Rapunzel, Cinderella, Jack the Giant-Slayer, 
and Little Red Riding Hood, as several of the main 
characters are said to mimic the main characters of 


these tales. Into the Woods also highlights the work of 
musician and lyricist Stephen Sondheim as it explores 
themes of parenting and raising children, accepting 
responsibility, morality, and wish fulfi llment and related 
consequences.


It is the musical theater-based, collaborative nature 
of the production that makes it especially important 
for the campus community to see, argues Hidenori 
Nakajo, Into the Woods’ sound designer and a master’s 
student in the School of Drama. Moreover, because the 
show combines playful plot elements from well-known 
children’s stories with advanced musical and theater 
design work, these elements “beautifully [interact] to 
project the main theme[s] of the show.”


The Mill on the Floss, the third and fi nal show of the 
fall semester, is similar to Into the Woods in its ability 
to explain complex and contradictory themes, yet 
distinct in its subject matter. The School of Drama’s 
Dec. 3 to 6 production follows Helen Edmundson’s 
theatricalization of George Eliot’s 19th-century novel, 
which presents ideas of determinism, free will, and 
where an unconventional woman fi ts into a repressive 
rural society in the 1800s. It follows the challenges of 
central character Maggie Tulliver, a woman who is 
punished for her unconventionality. Directed by Dana 
Friedman and scheduled to run in the Helen Wayne 
Rauh Studio Theater in the Purnell Center for the Arts, 
The Mill on the Floss is a stylized play rather than more 
of a movement- or musically-based show like The Other 
Shore and Into the Woods, respectively.


The Mill on the Floss details issues of love, controversy, 
and selfl essness, all of which are relevant to both a 19th-
century audience as well as one on Carnegie Mellon’s 
campus today.


Jessica Thurston | Forum Editor


Performance times for all three shows are Tuesday 
through Friday at 8 p.m., and Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m. 
More information can be found on the School of Drama’s 
website at www.cmu.edu/cfa/drama.


Paperhouse
On High Places


The world works on the energy of opposing forces, and High Places 
is no different. Its two members couldn’t be further apart: Mary, 24, 
majored in orchestral bassoon performance and grew up in small-
town Michigan, while Rob, 34, was studying visual art and engaging 
in the punk and hardcore music scenes. The group’s songs are just 
as surprising.


They manage to take elements of electronic and noise music and 
merge it with tropical rhythms and sweet-sounding semi-spoken 
vocals to make some counterintuitive — and surprisingly danceable 
— pop songs. When asked about his vision for the group, Rob told the 
music download website eMusic, “I thought it would be cool to channel 
something like Beat Happening and fi lter it through Black Dice.”


Their technique is admittedly haphazard and results in songs that are 
sometimes surprising, even to the duo. The songs start off without 
much direction in mind, but according to Rob, “Lyrically is when it 
starts to take hold for me as far as what the song really feels like 
... before that it just seems fragmented.” The real magic, it seems, 
comes from the collaboration: They’ve even gone so far as to describe 
themselves as a trio, saying, “It’s almost like a third person making 
the music.” Certainly, High Places is more than the sum of its parts, 
both members with their own diverse and differing background adding 
something to the entire process.


Mary and Rob met in Brooklyn in 2006 and High Places started as an 
experiment that was only supposed to last a summer. It soon became 
clear that High Places was something more and Mary abandoned her 
plans to continue to graduate school: “A lot of times, you learn what 
you don’t want to do from school.... I want to break all of these rules I 
just learned.” They released a number of limited-edition seven inches 
and compilation tracks that were compiled into an album by eMusic, 
then released on CD by their new label, Thrill Jockey. Their self-titled 
debut full-length album is out Sept. 23, and marks signifi cant growth 
for the duo. Partly to account for this growth, according to Rob, is their 
exhaustive touring, especially with “Lucky Dragons, who construct 
music in a lot of similar ways, using acoustic sounds and piecing them 
together into a bigger picture.” Mary added, “You learn so much from 
seeing a band play every night that you can’t help being infl uenced by 
something.”


Sal Farina | Special to The Tartan


WRCT had the chance to interview High Places before their show at 
brillobox this past Tuesday. Listen for the interview and excerpts of the 
new album Wednesday at 7 p.m. on WRCT Pittsburgh, 88.3 FM.


top 10 on WRCT 88.3 FM
most played albums of the last week


1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9


10


Lizzee Solomon | Art Staff


Ratatat, LP3


Earles and Jensen, Just Farr A Laugh Vols. 1 & 2


Burning Spear, Jah is Real


Sigur Ros, Med Sud I Eyrum Vid Spilum Endalaust


Marc Ribot’s Ceramic Dog, Party Intellectuals


Bobby Hutcherson, Head On


Ry Cooder, I, Flathead


Beck, Modern Guilt


Atmosphere, When Life Gives You Lemons You Paint That Shit Gold


Throw Rag, 2nd Place
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Science   Technology&
FDA blocks 
Ranbaxy imports


The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has 
blocked imports of over 30 drug 
products, including antivirals 
like Acyclovir and antibiotics 
like Cephalexin, from Ranbaxy, 
India’s largest pharmaceutical 
manufacturer. The ban comes 
after the company repeatedly 
broke current good manufactur-
ing processes (cGMPs) in two 
of its manufacturing facilities. 
cGMPs are basic requirements 
that ensure the quality of con-
sumer products by regulating 
industrial processes.


The FDA warns patients not to 
abandon their current medica-
tions, as the breach in cGMPs 
only indicates the potential for 
contaminated products though 
no tainted products have been 
identified.


Source: American Society of 
Health-System Pharmacists


New insights on 
organ transplant


Scientists at the Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh have 
just published an 80-patient 
study on the background of 
organ rejection. In the study, 
Dr. Rakesh Sindhi was able to 
correlate thousands of genetic 
differences with increased prob-
ability of rejection in young liver 
transplant patients.


These differences, known 
as single nucleotide polymor-
phisms (SNPs), produced three 
times as many B lymphocytes 
in the patients. B lymphocytes 
are a type of immune system 
cell that sends out signals after 
encountering foreign cells, trig-
gering rejection of the tissue. 
Dr. Sindhi intends to eventually 
develop a genetic screening test 
which will instruct doctors on 
how to effectively prevent or 
treat organ rejection in trans-
plant patients.


Source: Pittsburgh Post-Ga-
zette


Grey’s Anatomy 
fans learn medicine


Viewers who watch episodes 
of the medical drama Grey’s 
Anatomy are more likely to 
understand public health mis-
conceptions. The Kaiser Family 
Foundation recently released a 
report, “Television as a Health 
Educator: A Case Study of Grey’s 
Anatomy.”


The report focused on a May 
2008 episode in which an HIV-
positive woman enters Seattle 
Grace Hospital and learns that 
she’s pregnant. Throughout the 
episode, the physician refers to 
treatment methods that reduce 
the HIV transmission rate 
between mother and unborn 
child.


Even six weeks after watch-
ing the episode, viewers were 
found to retain knowledge on 
transmission rates of HIV during 
pregnancy. Most regular viewers 
surveyed also believe that they 
are more educated on health 
care issues.


Source: The Los Angeles 
Times


Cell phones reduce 
sperm quality


A man who carries a cell 
phone in his pocket might suf-
fer from reduced sperm quality, 
according to a study published 
by the Cleveland Clinic.


In the experiment, research-
ers exposed sperm samples to 
cell phone emissions for one 
hour. The exposed cells showed 
an 85 percent increase in free 
radical count above the average 
value in the control group. The 
investigators concluded that 
these oxidative stresses led to 
lower sperm motility and viabil-
ity. However, the researchers 
will still research the shielding 
effect of tissue and skin.


Source: www.cnn.com


Compiled by
CORINNE PASCALE


HealthLine
Scientists fi nd new 
dinosaur species


According to paleontologists, 
dinosaurs were not common in 
Australia, so the discovery of 
dinosaur bones there presents 
the possibility of a new species 
of dinosaur.


A few years ago, another 
dinosaur (named “Matilda” 
by scientists) was found, but 
these new bones do not match 
the dimensions of Matilda, 
suggesting that this may be a 
new species.


David Elliott, the paleontolo-
gist who organized the dig, is 
optimistic about the find. 


Since Australia is so isolated, 
the species of dinosaurs and 
wildlife found there are different 
from those found in other areas 
of the world, and each new find 
has a good chance of being a 
new species.


Scientists are unable to say 
for certain whether this find 
is a new species, but chances 
are good and scientists remain 
hopeful.


Source: AFP


Preliminary rocket 
design approved


The preliminary design 
for a newly engineered rock-
et to send astronauts to the 
moon was approved by NASA 
management. 


This marks a milestone in 
the design phase, but the final 
design will not be finished for 
several years.


There will be many more 
reviews of the design before it 
is implemented, but this is the 
first design review approval 
since 1973.


The engineers have a few 
design flaws to fix before 2011, 
when the next review will take 
place. 


The issues relate, for the 
most part, to safety, and include 
problems like shaking and 
noise.


The rocket, named Ares I, is 
being developed to allow NASA 
to return to the moon by 2020.


Source: AP


Scientists discover 
primitive ants


Insect experts at Harvard 
have discovered a primitive 
species of ant in Brazil. The 
ant, which they have named 
Martialis heureka, is the oldest 
living species of ant.


This discovery has surprised 
scientists because it differs from 
fossils of ancient ants they have 
studied. 


Modern ants evolved from the 
wasp, and the Martialis heureka 
has not. 


Scientists have determined 
that it is a sister branch of the 
modern ant, not an ancestor.


This new species of ant is 
pale and blind, something the 
scientists did not expect. 


It seems to have evolved for 
life underground and has not 
changed much since its origin. 


The ant was discovered in 
2003, but its study is more 
recent. 


Source: New York Times


Proof of planetary 
collision found


Astronomers have found that 
two Earth-like planets collided 
and destroyed each other 300 
million years ago, showing the 
frightening possibility that such 
collisions can happen in an 
established solar system.


The discovery was made after 
the researchers spotted huge 
amounts of dust floating around 
a distant solar system. 


The planets, whose orbits 
roughly resembled those of Earth 
and Venus, seem to have col-
lided, leaving their solar system 
full of huge clouds of dust. The 
current concern among scien-
tists is whether something like 
this might be possible in our 
own solar system.


Source: Reuters


Compiled by
AMANDA COLE


SciTechBriefs


y


Two weeks ago, the world’s 
largest particle supercollider, the 
Large Hadron Collider (LHC), of-
fi cially celebrated a milestone in 
its development when the fi rst 
particle beams were successfully 
accelerated across its 27-mile 
circumference. The real job of 
the LHC is smashing bits of our 
universe together in the hopes 
of discovering new elementary 
particles — notably the elusive 
Higgs Boson, and possible candi-
dates for dark matter particles — 
which may help explain how our 
universe holds itself together.


The Higgs Boson is a hitherto-
undetected elementary particle 
that the Standard Model predicts 
to exist and is crucial to explain-
ing why particles have mass. 
Dark matter is a similarly unde-
tected form of matter which is ac-
countable for nearly 22 percent 
of the unseen mass in space hold-
ing galaxies together. Together 
these particles constitute some 
of the largest mysteries in phys-
ics today — mysteries the LHC 
may soon be able to unravel. The 
LHC essentially accelerates two 
beams of protons to energies of 
over seven trillion electron volts 
(TeV) in opposite directions, and 
then points them on a collision 
course. Upon impact, the im-
mense energies released cause 
the constituents of the nuclei to 


interact, releasing elementary 
particles in a shower of radia-
tion, which lasts for mere nano-
seconds before decaying. These 
elementary particles created 
during collisions are the focus of 
massive amounts of research, as 
they are hoped to reveal what is 
truly at the heart of matter itself.


While smashing two clocks 
together may not seem like the 
smartest way to learn how clocks 
work, there appears to be little 
other recourse for high-energy 
physicists to learn how our world 
truly works.


Tom Ferguson, a physics pro-
fessor at CMU, has been working 
on the LHC for over 14 years, from 
design to prototype to actual 
production. Currently, Carnegie 
Mellon has a team of 11 members 
led by Ferguson working on the 
LHC, including physics profes-
sors Helmut Vogel, Manfred Pau-
lini, and James Russ, with the re-
mainder being post-doctoral and 
graduate students. 


Carnegie Mellon’s main contri-
bution to the LHC lies in the con-
struction of the Compact Muon 
Solenoid (CMS) — a 20-meter 
long, 18-meter high detector 
built for the specifi c purpose of 
detecting muons, elementary 
particles produced both during 
collisions and upon the decay of 
the collision products. Specifi -
cally, CMU constructed the end-
cap muon chambers for the CMS 
— massive detector chambers 


which capture trails of muons as 
they fl y through matter.


“The ability to detect muons 
and meson momentum is a cru-
cial part of the CMS,” said Vogel, 
who recently began working on 
the CMS as a part of Ferguson’s 
team. “Many of the elementary 
particles have decay products 
that contain muons, and detect-
ing these muons can give us a 
very good sense of what might 
have been produced inside,” he 
said.


The muon chambers are fi lled 
with a mixture of argon and car-
bon dioxide gas. As a muon passes 
through, it ionizes gas molecules 
around it, leaving a trail of ion-
ized particles in its wake. 


The freed electrons drift to a 
mesh of high-voltage wires strung 
across the chamber, which con-
vert them into electrical pulses 
that are measured and recorded.
The choice of gas for the muon 
chambers was an interesting 
one. “We could not use a gas like, 
say, oxygen, because it would 
be ‘poisonous’ to the electrons,” 
Vogel said. “Oxygen is highly 
electronegative — meaning the 
electrons would be absorbed be-
fore they could be detected,” he 
explained. “The gas also needs to 
be nonfl ammable, yet affordable 
— it is like a many-parameter op-
timization problem,” Vogel said.


“We built all the electronics 
that read out these chambers,” 
Ferguson said. “There is nothing 


on the market that comes even 
close to the precision we need for 
these measurements,” he said. 
All in all, CMU contributed to the 
fabrication of over 10,000 chips 
for 150,000 channels of detec-
tors within the CMS alone.


The analysis team that the 
Carnegie Mellon contingent is 
involved in is currently research-
ing a fuller understanding of 
upsilons, which are elementary 
particles that have been a subject 
of interest in high-energy physics 
for several years.


“It is clear we do not fully un-
derstand upsilon production,” 
Ferguson said. “We hope that by 
boosting to higher energies, we 
may be able to discover some-
thing new about these particles.”


Ferguson likened his work to 
those of chemists in the 19th cen-
tury. “[Chemists] had all these el-
ements that we know the atomic 
mass, the properties and charac-
teristics of, but we do not know 
why they are there,” he said. “Af-
ter Mendeleev put them in a ta-
ble, he showed there was order to 
the system — and we were then 
able to create new elements as 
predicted by the Periodic Table.”


“Similarly, we now have these 
particles like the Higgs Boson 
that are predicted by the Stan-
dard Model, and we are trying 
to fi nd them within these colli-
sions,” Ferguson said. “Why are 
they there? What is underlying it 
all? We do not know yet, but we 
are hoping this will be the last 
piece of the puzzle.”


Whether or not the Higgs Bo-
son is ever discovered, physicists 
at large are exceedingly excited 
about the prospects that the LHC 
brings. “Personally, I hope no-
body is right,” Ferguson said. “I 
hope we discover something no 
one has predicted — now that 
would be exciting!”


Vogel, too, shares his optimism 
at the prospects of the LHC. “We 
expect to detect some intricate 
signatures or event topologies 
that tell us what kind of super-
symmetric dark matter candi-
dates might have been produced,” 
he said. For a rapper’s version of 
how the LHC operates, Vogel rec-
ommends the LHC Rap — which 
happens to be scientifi cally ac-
curate — accessible by search-
ing for “lhc rap” on YouTube, or 
at the following link: www.msu.
edu/~mcalpin9/lhc_rap/large-
hadron.html.


CMU helps build Large Hadron Collider


JUN XIAN LEONG
Staffwriter


Health Talk: Mononucleosis


Those who often share food 
or kisses should be aware of 
the possible dangerous conse-
quences.


Mononucleosis, also known 
as the “kissing disease” or 
“mono,” is an infectious dis-
ease most commonly transmit-
ted through saliva. Although 
this disease is not considered 
to be a danger in most devel-
oped nations, possible com-
plications from mono could 
cause anyone a large amount 
of trouble.


Mononucleosis is caused 
by the Epstein-Barr virus, al-
though there have been cases 
that have been caused by the 
cytomegalovirus, a member of 
the Herpesviridae family. The 
Epstein-Barr virus is similar to 
the chicken pox virus; after in-
fection, the antibodies remain 
in the immune system for life. 
Adolescents and young adults 
are the most susceptible to in-
fection.


To test for mono, doctors 
check a patient’s complete 
blood count and measure an-
tibody levels. They look for 
higher than average white 
blood cell counts, which can 
indicate an infection. Some-
times, however, screening 
is not very accurate and re-
peated tests are needed.


Once infected, the fi rst 
symptoms that someone will 
experience are fatigue, head-
aches, and a sore throat. The 
differences between having a 
common cold and mono how-
ever, are a swollen spleen and 
extreme fatigue, and usually 
the cold-like symptoms last 
longer than two weeks. 


Although unlikely, there are 
times when serious complica-
tions can arise from a case of 
mono. One of these is a swol-
len spleen, which if ruptured, 


can cause agonizing pain. The 
best course of action for this 
life-threatening condition is 
to immediately seek medical 
attention. Other lasting side 
effects include jaundice, com-
plications with the immune 
system, and anemia.


It is important to avoid con-
tact sports and alcohol while 
sick. Contact sports such as 
wrestling and football could 
rupture a swollen spleen.


Similar to the common cold, 
there is currently no treat-
ment for the disease itself; 
there are only medications 
for its side effects. According 
to Health Services assistant 
physician Brenda Miller, there 
is no medicine better than a 
good night’s rest. “Rest, physi-
cal rest, and common sense. 
You want to avoid going out 
and kissing anyone, you want 
to wash your hands, and if 
you are coughing, you want 
to cover your mouth when you 
cough.”


Mono is also likely to mimic 
the effects of strep throat. A 
sore throat and fatigue, said 
Miller, are the most common 
complaints she hears from 
students. “Most of our cases of 
mono are [in] the acute phase, 
[and] come in with fever, 
swollen glands, and incredi-
bly sore throats. They’re [also] 
exhausted, often dehydrated, 
and very occasionally mal-
nourished because they have 
liver involvement or because 
they’re nauseated and having 
a hard time eating.”


Although less infectious 
than the common cold, mono 
is not any less pleasant. As 
sophomore Andre Hersan 
said, “I was a lot more tired 
than [when I had] the com-
mon cold, it was one of the 
only times I threw up in my 


COURTNEY CHIN


Researchers decode thought 
KEITH MEHALEK


     Junior Staffwriter


Researchers at CMU have de-
veloped a computer-based model 
designed to decode the patterns 
of neural activity within the hu-
man brain. Their model is not 
only able to differentiate be-
tween a person’s perceptions of 
different physical objects, but is 
also able to predict the brain ac-
tivation patterns associated with 
new, untested objects.


For the past six years, Tom 
Mitchell, a computer scientist 
at CMU and chair of its Machine 
Learning department, and Mar-
cel Just, a cognitive neuroscien-
tist here and director of its Cen-
ter for Cognitive Brain Imaging, 
have led a team in researching 
how thoughts are represented 
within the brain.


The knowledge acquired from 
this research may lead to an in-
creased understanding of cer-
tain neurological conditions.


“With these techniques, we 
can ask how a person with au-
tism, for example, represents a 
concept like ‘friendship,’ ‘par-
ent,’ or ‘love,’ and compare that 
neural representation to those 
of typical people, in order to see 
what is different,” Just said.


“It is amazing to think that 
the [required] technology was 
not even available 10 or 15 years 
ago,” Mitchell said. “But now we 
can use it to study questions that 
people have been interested in 
for thousands of years. We are 
living at the right time in history 
to be able to study those ques-
tions experimentally, instead of 
just philosophically.”


Their model works by analyz-
ing brain images provided by 
functional magnetic resonance 
imaging (fMRI) to determine 
the characteristic distribution of 
neural activity across the brain 
observed in conjunction with 
specifi c words.


After developing a computer-


based model designed to classify 
brain images, the team inputted 
fMRI data obtained from test 
subjects as they were shown a 
set of concrete nouns, in either 
word or picture form.


“In one of our early studies, we 
showed people words represent-
ing tools and words representing 
buildings,” Mitchell said. “We 
found that we could train our 
model so that it could success-
fully distinguish new tool words 
from new building words.”


Having developed a model 
able to categorize objects cor-
rectly approximately 90 percent 
of the time, the team sought to 
determine the effect that view-
ing an object as a picture, as op-
posed to viewing an object as 
a word, has on a person’s brain 
activation patterns. The team 
therefore trained their model 
on fMRI data collected from 
subjects looking at pictures, and 
then tested the model on fMRI 
data collected as subjects read 
corresponding words.


“The accuracy was almost the 
same,” Mitchell said. “The fact 
that it doesn’t matter whether 
we use a word or a picture means 
that we are really capturing the 
neural activity associated with 
the meaning of an item, and not 
just the [item’s representation].”


In a research paper published 
in the May 30 issue of Science, 
the team explains their creation 
of a computational model that 
is able to predict the 3-D fMRI 
images associated with objects 
for which the model has not yet 
seen fMRI data. 


The team tested this model 
by collecting fMRI data for 60 
objects, and then training their 
model with 58 of them. 


The model would then pre-
dict the brain images associated 
with the other two objects, and 
was able to use these predictions 
to recognize the actual fMRI im-


See BRAIN, page A6
See MONO, page A6


Courtesy of Helmut Vogel
The Compact Muon Solenoid, a part of the the Large Hadron Collider.
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Located at the South Side Riverfront Park, the 
Pittsburgh Dragon Boat Festival was a celebration of 
Asian culture and gave locals a taste of the culture and 
traditions of many Asian countries, including China, 
India, Japan, and Tuva. Held last Saturday, it combined 
various elements of food and entertainment to put on an 
interesting display that all members of the family could 
enjoy.


The event provided an opportunity for all the visitors 
to get involved fi rst-hand in celebrating the festival 
by allowing people to paddle the dragon boats in the 
river. The boats were bright and colorful, with majestic 
dragon-shaped prows. Each boat could seat at least 
20 paddlers and had a drummer that kept everyone 
energized with an upbeat rhythm. Visitors could sign 
up for a time slot and then experience paddling the 
boat up and down the river, just as the Chinese do.


The entire celebration was situated on the strip of 
park that banks the river. For this reason, all of the 
attractions were set up in a long line, culminating with 
the stage and seating area. Much like a marketplace, 
the visitors could walk down the path fl anked by 
colorful booths and stalls. There were the usual, but 
still attractive, “get-your-name-written-in-Chinese-
calligraphy” booths, along with stalls that were giving 
out colorful Chinese paper hats. There were a lot of 
booths for children involving story-telling and arts 
and crafts activities. Different Asian organizations in 
Pittsburgh, which were sponsoring the event, also set 
up stalls to display their solidarity with the mission to 
promote Eastern culture and make “East meet West.”


One of the most interesting portions of the festival was 
the area where different vendors were selling items 
from China and Japan. There were different objects 
for sale, including bright silk dresses, cute Japanese 
toys, beautiful jewelry, elegant parasols, red lanterns 
and paper dragons. “I really enjoyed seeing Chinese 
and Japanese culture being so well presented in the 
festival through the vendors and the food,” said Ting 
Lu, a sophomore biological sciences major. “I was 
especially excited to see parasols being sold because 
they reminded me of all the parasols my aunt in China 
collects.”


The event also gave everyone a taste of Asian cuisine, 
featuring a tasty mix of authentic Chinese food along 
with some American versions of Chinese dishes. 
People could sample sesame balls, sticky rice balls with 
red bean fi lling, dumplings both steamed and fried, 
different types of sushi, chicken on a stick, lo mein, and 
fried rice. There were also funnel cakes and snow cones 
for the children. “I was happy to see one of my favorite 
Chinese dishes zong zi [lotus wrapped sticky rice which 
can be salty or sweet], because it is usually very hard 
to fi nd this kind of food in America,” Justin Yi, a junior 
mechanical engineering major, said.


The event also included various dance and martial 
arts performances. The stage events kicked off with a 
dragon dance, a Chinese dance that involves lifting a 
large, beautiful paper dragon on sticks, and moving it 
up and down. The events also included lion dances, 
a dance similar to the dragon dance in which the 
dancers mimic the movements of a lion while in 
a lion’s costume, Chinese and Indian folk dances, 


demonstrations of kung fu and karate, and vocal 
performances.


“I really liked the performances they put on 
demonstrating authentic Chinese dance, and I 
especially enjoyed the Japanese martial arts,” Yi said. 
The dance performances were very enjoyable as they 
featured teenage girls of Chinese and Indian origin, 
dressed in colorful costumes and dancing gracefully. 
Chinese dance is elegant and expressive, and the 
dancers use accessories like fans to enhance the 
dance. The traditional costumes that the dancers wore 
were especially beautiful. It was interesting to see the 
different positions in the martial arts of kung fu and 
karate, but what was more striking was that most of the 
performers were not of Asian descent.


This was a perfect example of the unity the Pittsburgh 
Dragon Boat Festival was trying to achieve. The 
students of SiFu Slaughter and Steel Dragon Kung Fu 
& Lion Dance School displayed many tactics and poses 
that wowed the audience. A performance that was new 
to the celebration this year was the Tuvan khoomei 
(Mongolian throat singing). Tuva is a small country 
located in the center of Asia, and has at times been a 
part of the Turkic, Mongol, Manchu and Soviet Empires. 
The origins of khoomei go back thousands of years into 
the past and are rooted in ancient shamanic practices. 
Testing the limits of vocal ingenuity, throat-singers can 
create sounds unlike anything in ordinary speech and 
song — carrying two musical lines simultaneously, or 
harmonizing with a waterfall.


On the whole, the event was enjoyable for those familiar 


and unfamiliar with Asian culture. It gave a chance for 
those familiar to experience what they like about the 
culture the most, and those unfamiliar to try something 
new. Although not everything was authentic, the 
entire environment was exciting, with red lanterns 
and decorations, sights and smells of delicious food, as 
well as the sound of the drum beats from the river. The 
entire festival displayed the enthusiasm that the Asians 
living in Pittsburgh possess in spreading their culture, 
and the willingness of the others to experience and 
enjoy it.


The legend More than 2000 years ago, the corrupt 
politicians of Chu, a Chinese kingdom, framed a poet 
and statesman named Qu Yuan and banished him from 
the kingdom. Grief-stricken, Qu Yuan used stones to 
weigh down his pockets and tried to drown himself in 
the Mei Lo river. In an attempt to save their popular 
hero, the fi shermen took to their boats and began to 
search frantically for Qu Yuan. They beat their drums 
and gongs, stirred up the water with their paddles and 
threw sticky rice dumplings, called zong zi, into the 
river to try and divert the hungry fi sh from attacking Qu 
Yuan. Since then, the dragon boat festival is celebrated 
and the boats once again take to the water and search 
for the body of the beloved poet. The boats have 
dragons painted on them to ward off evil spirits, and 
they provide a constant reminder that leaders should 
always possess wisdom and benevolence.


Dragons, dumplings, and dances
Pittsburgh celebrates the Chinese Dragon Boat Festival
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by Shweta Suresh | Assistant Pillbox Editor[ ]


The history behind 
the festival


The Chinese Dragon Boat Festival began in 277 BCE when a popu-
lar and patriotic Chinese poet, Qu Yuan, drowned. The festival's 
tradition of dragon boat racing stems from this event. People get 
into dragon boats, which are traditional Chinese boats powered by 
rowing, and race to save the poet. There is, of course, no chance of 
saving him, but the tradition continues in his memory.


Zong zi are a type of dumpling traditionally made by wrapping 
glutinous rice inside of bamboo leaves. There can be many fi llings 
including dates, meat, and eggs. Dates are the most popular fi lling 
for the dumplings, which are usually steamed.


Dragon boat races are the oldest boat races in history. The boats 
hold around 20 people, and each person paddles to help win the 
race. Paddlers train intensely for the competitions. Each team in-
cludes paddlers, a steerer, and a drummer. Dragon boat races have 
become popular internationally and now have world competitions 
and championship races.


by Amanda Cole | Pillbox Editor[ ]


Allison Piper | Assistant Photo Editor Allison Piper | Assistant Photo Editor Allison Piper | Asstistant Photo EditorAllison Piper | Assistant Photo Editor


Allison Piper | Assistant Photo Editor


Left, top to bottom: Girls perform Indian classical dances in an attempt to display the culture of Asia. The Pittsburgh Chinese School performs the 
colorful lion dance. Above, left to right: Indian girls display their talent at the classical Indian dance Bharatanatyam. Children perform at the Dragon 


Boat Festival. Right: Indian girls enhance their dance by using parasols.
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If you would like to sub-
mit a correction or clarifica-
tion, please e-mail The Tar-
tan at news@thetartan.org or 
editor@thetartan.org   with 
your inquiry, as well as 
the date of the issue and 
the name of the article. We 
will print the correction or 
clarification in the next print 
issue and publish it online. 
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Noise Complaint
Sept. 13, 2008


at 1:12 a.m.


A Margaret Morrison Apart-
ments resident called Univer-
sity Police reporting excessive 
noise coming from a neighbor-
ing apartment. Police arrived 
on scene and advised the small 
gathering to keep the noise 
down.


Fire Alarm 
Sept. 13, 2008


at 4 a.m.


A fi re alarm sounded in 
Morewood E Tower, where 
all residents were required to 
evacuate. The alarm came from 
the south side of the building’s 
third fl oor. The Pittsburgh 
Bureau of Fire arrived on the 
scene and checked the area 
but found no signs of smoke. 
The alarm was reset and the 
residents were allowed to re-
turn to their rooms.


Fire Alarm
Sept. 14, 2008 


at 2:27  a.m.


A fi re alarm was activated in 
the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity 
house. The Pittsburgh Bureau 
of Fire came to the scene and 
determined the cause to be 
cigarette smoke in the second 
fl oor hallway.


Vehicle Damage
Sept. 14, 2008 


at 1:23 p.m. 


A blue Ford Escape with a 
Florida license plate parked in 
the stacked lot behind More-
wood Gardens had a smashed 


back window. There was no 
glass near the car or anywhere 
on the lot and the actor was 
unknown.


Suspicious Person
Sept. 15, 2008


at 2:58 p.m.


A Carnegie Mellon professor 
called University Police when 
he found a man urinating out-
side of Warner Hall. The police 
arrived on the scene, found 
that the man had a solicitation 
permit for being on campus 
and in Warner Hall, and then 
told him to leave campus for 
the remainder of the day. 


Theft
Sept. 17, 2008


at 9:03 p.m. 


A Hamerschlag House 
resident reported his Carn-
egie Mellon identifi cation card 
missing from his room. He had 
left his door open while he was 
in the shower and returned to 
fi nd his card missing.


Theft
Sept. 18, 2008


at 1:42 p.m.  


A Morewood Gardens resi-
dent reported that her Mac-
Book laptop was stolen. She 
had been sleeping in her fl oor 
lounge with her MacBook 
on the table beside her. She 
woke up to fi nd it missing.


Noche Latina dominates the University Center 
Nicole Ifi ll/Photo Staff


Hispanic food, music, and dancing took over Kirr Commons Saturday night with the cel-
ebration of Noche Latina, an annual late-night event sponsored by SALSA and the Carnegie 
Mellon Advising Resource Center. This year’s event was the kickoff to Hispanic Heritage 
Month, which will take place over the last two weeks of September and the first two weeks 
of October. 


Lecture 
Preview


Title: The Drue Heinz Lecture Series: 
Tina Brown


The Basics: Tina Brown is a world-
renowned marketer and newsmaker 
whose 25-year career to date has in-
cluded editorial positions at Vanity Fair, 
The New Yorker, and Talk magazine. 
Her lecture will highlight some of her 
experiences as a writer and touch on 
her recent book The Diana Chronicles, a 
biography of the life of Princess Diana. 
Brown is currently in the process of 
writing her second book, The Clinton 
Chronicles.


When: Today at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Carnegie Music Hall


Title: School of Art Lecture Series: 
Stephanie Syjuco


The Basics: Stephanie Syjuco is a 
visual artist who uses her sculptures to 
explore the tactics of bootlegging and 
counterfeiting as they apply to cultural 
and economic globalization issues. Her 
past work has included recreating vari-
ous 1950s furniture pieces by French 
designer Charlotte Perriand out of rub-
bish in Beijing, China, and photograph-
ing models of Stonehenge made from 
cheap, imported, Asian food products. 
When: Tuesday at 5 p.m.


Where: Giant Eagle Auditorium 
(Baker Hall A51)


Title: University Lecture Series: 
Steven Greenhouse


The Basics: Steven Greenhouse, a 
labor and workplace correspondent for 
The New York Times, will discuss his re-
cent book The Big Squeeze: Tough Times 
for the American Worker. His book ana-
lyzes the economic and business factors 
which have had a negative effect on the 
majority of the American workforce. 
Greenhouse will also touch on the role 
working-class voters will have in this 
fall’s election. Greenhouse has writ-
ten for various newspapers in both the 
United States and Europe for the past 
25 years, and has made appearances on 
CNN, BBC, PBS, National Public Radio, 
and MSNBC.


When: Wednesday at 4:30 p.m.
Where: Gregg Hall (Porter Hall 100)


Title: Idealism/Realism/Modernism: 
Rethinking Literary History or How 
Modernism Emerged


The Basics: Norwegian-born Toril 
Moi, the James B. Duke Professor of 
Literature, Romance Studies and 
English at Duke University, will discuss 
the emergence of modernism and its 
ties to literature, history, and the arts in 
general. Moi’s areas of research include 
feminist theory, women’s writing, and 
the intersection and influence which 
literature, philosophy, and aesthetics 
have on each other. She also has spe-
cial interests in psychoanalytic theory 
and theater. Moi has written several 
books including Sexual/Textual Politics: 
Feminist Literary Theory, a bestseller 
originally published in 1985.


When: Wednesday at 4:30 p.m.
Where: Breed Hall (Margaret 


Morrison 103)


Title:University Lecture Series: 
Toward a More Peaceful World


The Basics: Harriet Fulbright, 
president of the J. William & Harriet 
Fulbright Center, will address the 
growth and importance of international 
education as well as discuss programs 
that have helped promote international 
understanding as a means to achieve 
a more peaceful world. Her talk will 
highlight the efforts of the Fulbright 
Center, a non-profit group which pro-
motes world peace and the use of non-
violent means and international col-
laboration as a way to resolve conflicts. 
The group’s efforts are designed to be 
a continuation of the work and dreams 
of Fulbright’s late husband, Senator J. 
William Fulbright.


When: Thursday at 4:30 p.m.
Where: Adamson Wing (Baker Hall 
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Carnegie Mellon University’s School 
of Art has announced the speakers in its 
fall 2008 lecture series, which presents 
work in all art forms, from sculpture and 
photography to improvisation. 


The lecture series features artists’ work 
reflecting topics on individuality and glo-
balization through uniting different me-
diums and art forms. The art featured will 
include sculpture, improvisation, photog-
raphy, video, and public installation. 


All work pertains to the theme of how 
technology and global, political, and so-
cial developments affect how we define 
ourselves as humans in the world.


This year’s lecture series features art-
ists from the 55th International Life on 
Mars exhibition at the Carnegie Museum 
of Art, which explores the question of 


what it means to be human in the world 
today. 


Featured lecturers include artists ex-
hibiting in the Miller Gallery this fall as 
well as Jeffrey Kastner, an arts critic and 
senior editor of the award-winning avant-
garde art and culture magazine Cabinet.


Other artists speaking include 
Stephanie Syjuco, the Kraus Visiting 
Assistant Professor of Art who uses tac-
tics of counterfeiting and appropriation 
to address issues of cultural biography, 
labor, and economic globalization; Barry 
McGee, who reflects punk, outsider, and 
folk art; and Mark Bradford, who works 
in collage and examines culture, commu-
nication,  and exchange in Los Angeles.


Visit www.art.cmu.edu for more infor-
mation. 


Carnegie Mellon University’s School 
of Drama presents The Other Shore 
Oct. 2–11 in the university’s Philip 
Chosky Theater. 


The play was written by Gao 
Xingjian, winner of the 2000 Nobel 
Prize in literature. It explores human-
ity’s struggle to transcend suffering 
and attain nirvana, as in Buddhist 
tradition.


The Other Shore is the first presen-
tation of a Chinese play in the School 
of Drama’s regular season. 


It exposes the audience to a differ-
ent worldview of storytelling, with 
a minimalistic set and integrated 
soundscapes. It follows the actors’ 
journey to cross the river of life and 
reach nirvana.


As part of a new initiative at the 
School of Drama, students in the 
Production Dramaturgy Program will 
hold talk backs with the audience, 
cast, and crew following the Tuesday 
evening performance of The Other 
Shore.


Performances of the show take 
place this Tuesday through Saturday. 
Visit www.drama.cmu.edu for tickets 
and performance times.


For more information, see the 
Pillbox article on page B7.


Artist lecturers are announced  Drama looks forward to play


TUESDAY
Hi: 79
Lo: 54


THURSDAY
Hi: 75
Lo: 53


FRIDAY
Hi: 76
Lo: 55


WEDNESDAY
Hi: 77
Lo: 54


SATURDAY
Hi: 75
Lo: 54


Schools of Art, Drama reveal plans and events for semester
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Last Wednesday and Thursday, Carnegie Mellon students geared 
up with their suits and résumés as thousands searched for jobs and 
internships at the Business and Technical Opportunities conferences. 
Over 100 companies visited campus, ranging from Google to PNC. Here 
is a look at some post-graduation and career statistics for the Carnegie 
Mellon Class of 2007:


Average computer science salary upon graduation:


Average electrical and computing engineering salary 
upon graduation: 


Average chemical engineering salary upon 
graduation: 


Percentage of graduates entering the work force:


Percentage of graduates going to graduate/
professional schools:


Percentage of graduates obtaining a Ph.D.:


 $69,985


$68,459


$66,676


54


26.8


3
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about lending money, will be-
come even more conservative in 
their lending habits.


For graduating students, the 
job opportunities suddenly be-
come much grimmer. 


It used to be, Greenhouse 
says, that a major goal for young 
people was to get a terrifi c job 
on Wall Street, something which 
recently has become exponen-
tially harder.


It will be much more diffi cult 
for young workers than it was 
for their parents, he says. The 
nation lost 600,000 jobs this 
year alone, and it was already a 
tough job market.


Greenhouse noted that the 
economic crisis has not affected 
every job market, however.


Studies have shown that the 
incomes of people with profes-
sional degrees, such as lawyers 
and doctors, have actually in-
creased, while law fi rms are 
not hiring as much and are less 
generous.


Greenhouse said that there is 
no fi eld in which there is a safe 
bet for college graduates to study 
and then enter a good market.


He specifi cally cited computer 
engineering. He remembers 
how at one time everyone was 
encouraged to go into computer 
engineering, and was told that 
it was a great route for a solid 
career. Then the dot com bubble 
burst.


Greenhouse has been the la-
bor and workplace reporter for 
The New York Times since late 
1995 and through his job, has 
traveled extensively throughout 
the United States and seen the 
many differences in the work-
force. He saw and reported on 
factory closings in Pennsylva-
nia, tech workers being laid off 
after the current economic cri-
sis, and Californians whose low 
earnings force them to live on 
the streets.


“It seemed out of whack that 
things weren’t the way they 
should be,” Greenhouse said. 
“I thought I’d become an ex-
pert on what was happening 
in the nation’s workplace and I 
wanted to bring it to the nation’s 
attention.”


Greenhouse said that this re-
ality check was the underlying 
motivation for writing his book.


He claimed that since 2000, 
one in fi ve manufacturing jobs 
have been lost. Now, workers 
are scared about losing their 
jobs. Adding to this fear is the 
stagnation and slight decrease 
of wages since the beginning of 
the decade.


“It’s an unfortunate squeeze 
on the nation’s workers, one that 
affects everyone: young, old, 
middle-class, etc.,” he said.


The picture Greenhouse 
paints is not an optimistic one. 
The American economy has been 
having a hard time for a while, 
he said, and now the stock mar-
ket is down because banks do 
not want to lend.


He cited specifi c areas in 
which the United States econ-
omy and resource management 
have trouble. In the area of re-
newable energy, for example, 
America is far behind Europe 
and Asia.


The country is also behind 
in investing in infrastructure, 
shown by the Minnesota bridge 
collapse of Aug. 1, 2007, which 
killed 13 people.


Greenhouse’s sliver of hope, 
though, is that the United States 
can lift itself out of this down-
ward spiral with more public in-


vestment in green industries.
According to Greenhouse, glo-


balization contributes greatly to 
this downward economic spiral.


In Greenhouse’s experience, 
globalization squeezes America’s 
economy. It may be good for con-
sumers as it holds down prices, 
but it has a much more negative 
effect upon the American work-
force, particularly in job losses 
and decreasing wages. The op-
portunities that globalization 
does give can only be seized if 
the United States becomes more 
innovative and develops new 
technologies.


Greenhouse had mixed feel-
ings as to the overall effect 
of illegal immigration on the 
economy and the American 
workforce.


To hold down wages, busi-
nesses will hire undocumented 
workers, which is, Greenhouse 
stresses, “against the law.” The 
illegal workers come to the coun-
try to make money to support 
their livelihood while the com-
panies only want to cut costs.


One argument, Greenhouse 
says, is that illegal immigrants 
are actually helping America by 
holding down the cost of food, 
while the opposing argument 
states that illegal immigration 
is holding down wages, even 
for college graduates. Another 
take on the situation comes 
from a University of California-
Davis professor, who argues that 
ninety percent of the workforce 
benefi ts. The last ten percent are 
the workers who are in direct 
competition with the illegal im-
migrants and are therefore the 
only ones that are hurt.


However, while illegal immi-
gration and globalization play a 
key role in changing the Ameri-
can workforce, domestic issues 
produce their own challenges.


While there is no telling what 
lies on the horizon, Greenhouse 
wishes to see the squeeze of 
American workers end sooner 
rather than later. He believes 
this to be possible through 
greater public investment, edu-
cation, and innovation.


U.S. labor author talks on economy


INTERVIEW, from A1


respectively. She hopes that this 
year’s Homecoming will bring a 
wider range.


All Homecoming participants 
will be kept busy during their 
weekend here.


Friday night will be the kickoff 
for Carnegie Mellon’s campaign 
to raise $1 billion.


“Our alumni base leaves much 
to be desired,” Valdes said.


Valdes said that in about 10 
years, Carnegie Mellon will be-
gin to see the return of graduates 
from the 1990s, when he said 
the school really came into its 
prime.


The kickoff will include per-
formances from fi ve bands of stu-
dents and alumni and fi reworks 
shot off of the roof of Hamer-
schlag Hall.


The winner of Sigma Phi Ep-
silon’s Battle of the Bands Sat-
urday, Oct. 4 will be one of the 
bands performing. The battle is 


normally held in November at 
the Underground with free ad-
mission. This year however, the 
event will be in Rangos Audito-
rium at a small admission charge 
with all proceeds going to Youth 
Aids, Sigma Phi Epsilon’s na-
tional philanthropy cause.


“We got a lot of help this year,” 
said Valdes, also a brother of 
Sigma Phi Epsilon. “Alumni Re-
lations has a design person doing 
our advertisement posters and 
Homecoming covered the cost of 
AB Tech.”


The fi reworks onFriday night 
will lead into Saturday, when 
the home football game versus 
the Wittenberg University Tigers 
will be televised on ESPN-U. The 
game will also include a tailgate, 
the fi fth Annual Homecoming 
Chili Cook-off sponsored by the 
Carnegie Clan, and an offi cial 
introduction of Scotty, Carnegie 
Mellon’s new mascot.


Students and alumni will con-
tinue to interact Saturday night 


at the fi rst-ever Homecoming 
dance. Students outside of the 
committee will be asked to help 
with the planning. At the dance, 
themed “Dancing Through the 
Decades: Rediscover Holly-
wood,” students and alumni will 
be invited to the University Cen-
ter to celebrate all that makes 
Carnegie Mellon and its students 
unique.


“We are proud in our own way,” 
Valdes said. “We get more ex-
cited about winning the DARPA 
challenge than our football team 
making it to the playoffs like last 
year but that is just us.”


Sunday will bring an end to 
the celebration of Tartan pride 
during Homecoming.


Andring expressed a hope that 
this year will serve as a prec-
edent for all future Homecoming 
celebrations.


“Students here really give ev-
erything 110 percent and I think 
the students are just ready to 
take this on,” she said.


Homecoming gets students involved
HOMECOMING, from A1


Courtesy of Carnegie Mellon University


This year’s Homecoming football game versus the Wittenberg University Tigers will be televised on ESPN-U. 
File Photo
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start, a few rebounds and shots 
between the two sides, the Big 
Red managed to get off a fi nal 
shot, fi ring the ball through the 
Tartans defense and into Rosen’s 
hands to close out the fi rst half 
0–0.


The second half provided 
more scoring chances for Deni-
son as in the 53rd minute, one 
of the forwards cranked a shot 
from the middle straight to 
Rosen who punched the ball 
over the cross bar for a corner. 
Seven minutes later, Denison re-
ceived another corner kick and 
their best scoring opportunity 
when their captain Sarah Ashe 
rifl ed the ball from 8 yards out, 
forcing Rosen to dive across the 
goal face to make a huge save for 
Carnegie Mellon.


With only a few minutes to 
spare in regulation, Denison 
lofted a ball over the defense and 
sophomore Emily Overstreet 
made a remarkable save, clear-
ing the ball off the line and head-
ing it out of danger for a corner. 
To follow was a frantic battle of 
headers between both teams as 
they entered double overtime. 
Overtime was uneventful and 
the game remained scoreless.


“One thing that we defi nitely 
need to improve on is our indi-
vidual and team intent and ur-
gency to score,” head coach Sue 


Willard said. “Scoring goals is 
as much about mentality as it is 
about athletic ability.”


Denison had six corner kicks 
to Carnegie Mellon’s two, while 
the Tartans acquired 11 free 
kicks from fouls committed by 
the Big Red and only dished out 
four.


Despite the tie, substitutes 
proved to be valuable assets to 
Carnegie Mellon as fi rst-year 
Kristin Suzich stepped onto the 
fi eld with a revitalized energy, 
creating numerous scoring op-
portunities for the Tartans while 
fi rst-year Ashley Baker held 
down the defensive line. Unlike 
years past, the Tartans have a 
rather deep bench and the large 
squad created much more com-
petition within for playing time, 
but everyone proved to be de-
serving.


“I was happy about the re-
newed focus and effort by our 
team today, especially after the 
sub-par performance we had last 
weekend. Our play defensively 
was much stronger, which was 
especially impressive since we 
substituted quite liberally,” Wil-
lard said. “Anya Rosen also had 
an outstanding game in goal.”


The Tartans hit the road to-
morrow to take on Allegheny 
College for a 7:30 p.m. kickoff. 
The team will host Kenyon Col-
lege this Saturday in Gesling 
Stadium at 6:00 p.m.


Men’s cross country fi nishes fi rst at Dickinson Long-Short Invite Saturday


Last Saturday, the Carnegie 
Mellon cross country team com-
peted in the Dickinson College 
Long-Short Invite. 


On the men’s side, the start-
ing squad returned in an im-
pressive fashion, fi nishing fi rst 
overall out of 22 teams in the 4K 
race with 10 points. Some of the 
runners participated in the 8K 
race, taking third overall out of 
25 teams with 41 points. 


The women’s team also had a 


good day, fi nishing fourth out of 
23 teams with 57 points in the 
four-kilometers and 13th out of 
17 teams with 19 points in the 
6K competition.


Senior Brian Harvey kicked 
off his season with a fi rst place 
fi nish in the 4K race with a time 
of 12:01.79. Behind Harvey, se-
nior Breck Fresen (12:19:45) 
and junior Dario Donatelli 
(12:23.58) took fourth and fi fth, 
respectively.


“Coach hasn’t been racing the 
top guys so far this year to keep 
us fresh for the Nationals,” Fre-


sen commented. 
Sophomore J.P. Allera 


(12:26.58) and senior Ryan 
Anderson (12:28.22) rounded 
out the top 10  with eighth- and 
ninth-place fi nishes, respec-
tively. First-year Rob Morhard 
continued his strong rookie sea-
son by taking 24th with a time 
of 12:48.26.


In the 8K, sophomore Dan Ad-
dis placed seventh overall with a 
time of 26:28.16. First-year Matt 
Jacob (27:00.75) and sopho-
more Justin Kurp (27:12.26) put 
up solid numbers, taking 16th 


and 21st overall, respectively. 
Senior Mike Condon and sopho-
more Josh Eichmeier fi nished 
23rd and 24th overall with 
times of 27:13.75 and 27:14.37, 
respectively.


“This year is a very lucky year 
for us because it is both a transi-
tion year and a year in which we 
are very excited about our pros-
pects,” Donatelli said. “There 
are not many new faces this 
year so that it seems that we will 
be with the same core group in 
which the younger members can 
look up to and learn the legacy 


of success and excellence.”
On the women’s side, fi rst-


year Liz Stern continued to im-
press with a seventh-place fi n-
ish in the 4K race with a time of 
15:00.05. Behind Stern, sopho-
more Courtney Baker and fi rst-
year Christine Warner fi nished 
20th and 31st overall, respec-
tively. Senior Carolyn Clayton 
took 41st overall with a time of 
15:52.76.


First-year Cassie Wallace led 
the team in the 6K competition, 
fi nishing 24th overall with a 
time of 24:20.71. Senior Chrissy 


Krutz took 42nd overall with a 
time of 25:17.45.


“This is the strongest team I 
have been on in four years. Ev-
eryone trained really hard in 
the off-season and it’s showing,” 
said Krutz. “The newcomers 
have looked really strong in all 
three distances and I am really 
excited to see how this season 
fi nishes.”


Both the men’s and women’s 
teams will look to carry their 
momentum heading into Ce-
darville, Ohio this Saturday at 
Cedarville University.


SAM KIM
Staffwriter


Women’s soccer travels 
to Denison, draws 0–0 


WOMEN, from page A12


Football falls to Hobart College at home Saturday


men’s fi rst play from scrim-
mage, Doyle dropped back to 
pass, felt pressure, and fired 
the ball toward the end zone 
and junior wide receiver Zach 
Shulz. There was definite con-
tact between the wide out and 
the Tartan defensive back, 
with Shulz giving the slight-
est of shoves to gain separa-
tion. Shulz came down with 
the ball, the referee threw the 
penalty flag, but ruled it a de-
fensive pass interference.


The touchdown stood, and 
the Tartans were in a 21–14 
hole. Their next drive took 
them down inside of Hobart’s 
10-yard line, but Carnegie Mel-
lon failed to convert a critical 
fourth and two. Quarterback 


Phil Pantalone fi red a pass into 
the end zone, but Hobart’s defen-
sive back made an excellent play, 
batting the ball down before the 
Carnegie Mellon receiver could 
secure it.


After the turnover on downs, 
the Statesmen simply ran the 
clock down, taking a safety and 
punting away with less than 10 
seconds left in the game. A last 
gasp Hail Mary play ended with 
more of a whimper than a bang, 
with Pantalone taking contact 
and fl ipping the ball a couple of 
yards while the clock ran out. In-
complete pass. Game over.


Carnegie Mellon faces off 
against Hiram College Saturday 
at Gesling Stadium, where they 
will be working to even their 
record with the victory. Game-
time is set for 1 p.m.


Nicole Ifi ll/Photo Staff


Junior Josh Kresge intercepted the ball in the end zone against Hobart. 


FOOTBALL, from page A12


seven phenomenal serves by ju-
nior Megan Killeen, including 
three aces. But the Mount Union 
side was not easily defeated; they 
rallied, taking the lead 22–21. 
The game was tied at 24–24 
and McCloskey, ready for it to be 
over, ended it with two straight 
kills. The Tartans showed some 
fatigue in the third game, losing 
25–19, but came back revitalized 
in the fourth. 


McCloskey led the fourth game 
with four kills on her fi rst four 
attempts and Mount Union was 
forced into calling a time out with 
the games score 19–16. Carnegie 
Mellon kept the pressure on and 
won the game 25–22.


On Saturday, the Tartans split 
a pair of games, defeating John 
Carroll University but falling 
short to Muskingum College. The 
Tartans beat John Carroll 3–2 
with McCloskey and senior Chi-
som Amaechi recording 14 and 13 
kills, respectively. Defensively, 
sophomore libero Cameron Grif-
fi n recorded 28 digs and Carter 
added 11 digs and 49 assists. In 
the 3–2 loss to Muskingum, Mc-
Closkey fi nished with an out-
standing 20 kills and Carter had 
a season-high 60 assists.


After this week’s matches, 
Carnegie Mellon is now 6–10 and 
hopes to keep improving its sea-
son record tomorrow when they 
face St. Vincent College in Skibo 
Gymnasium at 7 p.m.


Volleyball improves its 
record with three wins


 


The Carnegie Mellon Department of Athletics and the University Store are sponsoring a ‘Free Book Field Goal’ event in which students 
who participate and kick a 20-yard field goal will win a $25 gift card for the University Store. One of eight students will win free books for 
the spring semester. The contest runs for four consecutive home football games: Sept. 20 and 27, Oct. 4, and Nov. 15. Students can sign up 
at the games to participate. More information is available at the University Store.


day. It did not take long for the 
Carnegie Mellon offense to start 
putting numbers on the board. 
At the 19-minute mark, ju-
nior Patrick Lutz fi nished what 
would be his fi rst of two goals 
off an assist from Haselhoff.


Sophomore Adam Bogus and 


fi rst-year Michael Moore came 
off the bench to enter the game, 
teaming up to put the Tartans 
on the scoreboard for the second 
time with two minutes remaining 
in the fi rst half. Bogus fi nished a 
shot into the back of the net with 
an assist from Moore.


The men came out strong in 
the second half scoring for the 


third time in the fi rst 10 minutes 
of play. Lutz recorded his second 
goal of the match after receiving 
a pass from junior midfi elder Jon 
Simon. Less than fi ve minutes 
later, Simon was fouled at the 
top of the box, giving the Tartans 
a free kick within scoring range. 
Junior Ryan Browne took the 
shot to score his second goal of 


the year.
Bazin again started for the 


Tartans in the net and recorded 
three saves on the game.


The junior class has been the 
strength of the Tartan offense 
so far, leading the team in both 
goals and assists. Griffi n leads 
the Tartans with seven goals and 
Lutz doubled his season total to 
four this weekend with his two 
goals in Saturday’s game. Simon 
leads the team in assists (fi ve) 
and is followed closely by class-
mates Haselhoff and Browne, 
who closely trail Simon in assists 
and also make the top scorers list 
with two goals apiece.


The number of talented up-
perclassmen has been key to the 
Carnegie Mellon early season 
success but how is their leader-
ship and experience affecting 
those players in the classes be-
low? When asked how the fi rst-
year and sophomore players fi t 
into this junior-dominated equa-
tion, Lutz said, “Generally, the 
juniors are the strength of the 
team. We’ve been around and we 
know what to expect from the 
other teams.


“The freshmen are learning 
about our opponents and it’s 
great to have so many talented 
new players able to get in the 
game.”


He went on to say, “[The 
younger players] are strong 
enough subs this year, which 
is nice. It makes us all fresh for 
every game.” No doubt having a 
bench full of players able to keep 
up with the starting lineup will 
be a great advantage for the Tar-
tans as they continue the season.


The men will play their next 
game tomorow at Grove City Col-
lege and will challenge St. Vin-
cent College at home Friday at 
7:30 p.m. at Gesling Stadium.


VOLLEYBALL, from page A12


MEN’S, from page A12


Men’s soccer defeats Westminster College 4–0


Nicole Ifi ll/Photo Staff


Support your Carnegie Mellon Tartans, and get free textbooks







__MACOSX/web/._a11.pdf


web/a8.pdf


A8 THE TARTAN SEPTEMBER 22, 2008 THETARTAN.ORG/FORUM


Forum
FromTheEditorialBoard


Hannah Gordon/Art Staff


Promoting, but not following, ‘GOOD’ policies
We get our morality from pamphlets. 
By that we mean when we order 


our Grande, 2 pump Vanilla, Non-Fat, 
Extra Hot Lattes, we want to receive a 
brochure that informs us on culture, 
politics, sustainability, and how to gen-
erally be “good” people. This, the basic 
mission statement of GOOD Magazine, 
has now come to Starbucks in the form 
of GOOD Sheets, small one-page hand-
outs that started earlier this month.


Each Thursday, a new GOOD Sheet 
will drop onto the coffee shop scene. So 
far, we have seen “Carbon Emissions” 
and “Healthcare,” providing us with 
interesting tidbits like, “Scientists pre-
dict that 97 percent of the world’s coral 
reefs will be wiped out if global temper-
atures rise by more than 3 degrees Fahr-


enheit,” or “In 2005, the most frequently 
prescribed therapeutic drug class was 
antidepressants,” to brighten our morn-
ing.


Exclusively at Starbucks, GOOD 
Sheets have been introduced in the midst 
of the Starbucks crusade to remove mer-
chandise in the stores, returning to its 
coffee-based roots. Clearly exceptions 
can be made to teach their customers 
how to care.


But Starbucks, in educating its con-
sumers, has not yet educated its own 
corporate decision makers. GOOD 
Magazine has on more than one occa-
sion written on the benefi ts of fair trade 
coffee, which Starbucks only occasion-
ally supports. Worse, Starbucks’ recent 
move to brewing its house blend fresh 


every half hour, and its subsequent an-
nouncement that “we’ll be pouring out 
more coffee than most people serve” 
isn’t exactly a proud declaration of the 
company’s commitment to social con-
sciousness.


This effort cannot completely be 
faulted, though. It is possible that these 
brief informational propaganda pieces 
will actually be just the right sized ethi-
cal capsules for a Starbucks regular to 
swallow. Maybe the right Starbucks em-
ployees and the world’s coffee drinkers 
will read these sheets and the world will 
benefi t.


And so in conclusion, this week we 
can look forward to sipping our lattes, 
reading about immigration, and becom-
ing objectively better people.


Redefining contraception treads dangerously


College students love gossip the way 
models love sugar-free Jello. That’s 
what Lime Blue, Inc., the makers of 
juicycampus.com, were banking on 
when they launched the site a little 
less than a year ago. Sadly, they were 
right — since then, the site has received 
51,730 posts from students at 384 dif-
ferent colleges and universities — and 
Carnegie Mellon has just joined in.


As if there aren’t enough ways to rag 
on a classmate or torture a fellow soror-
ity sister, students can now broadcast 
which college they think has the hot-
test girls (CFA), what they think of the 
new Entropy+ (overpriced), and who’s 
the hottest guy in Kap Sig (we’re not 
telling). Users can click to agree or dis-
agree with a post or submit their own 


reply, as well as search posts by time 
frame, keyword, most discussed, most 
viewed… you get the idea.


The site’s creators claim they started 
the site to “enabl[e] online anonymous 
free speech on college campuses.” Not 
surprisingly, the majority of the content 
posted by Carnegie Mellon students 
is trivial or mean-spirited, leaving the 
campus more divided than united. Add-
ing to the trouble is the layout of the 
site, which is confusing to navigate and 
makes it diffi cult to see all comments 
on a particular thread at the same time, 
thus obscuring the possibility of the site 
facilitating real conversations.


Unfortunately, where there’s college, 
there’s gossip, and we expect that Juicy 
Campus’ days are far from numbered. 


So we challenge Carnegie Mellon stu-
dents to fi nd more interesting ways to 
use the site. Share advice about classes 
and professors. Buy and sell textbooks. 
Publicize an event your organization is 
having on campus. Ask questions about 
how certain university procedures work 
or how to get around campus. Thank 
another student for helping you out.


Carnegie Mellon students are cre-
ative thinkers always looking to fi nd 
a better way — we hope you don’t for-
get that when you log onto Juicy Cam-
pus. While the site likely will never be 
a venue for positive speech, we want 
to see it be more substantial. Take ad-
vantage of the anonymity and get the 
campus’s dirty laundry — and ideas for 
change — out in the open.


Make Juicy Campus interesting, substantial


Despite the U.S. president’s record-low 
approval rating, his administration 
seems unwilling to accept its impending 
lame duck period. One and a half 
months before a pivotal election, the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, in a poorly publicized move, 
has put forward a controversial regula-
tion that could limit women’s access to 
contraception.


In September, Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Michael Leavitt 
put forward a new policy proposal that 
would require all federally-funded 
health care providers to certify that 
their employees are not required to 
administer treatments that they fi nd 
morally objectionable. Physicians have 
always retained the right to deny a 


woman an abortion, but now physicians 
will be protected in their choice not to 
administer contraception as well.


Protecting the ideological rights of 
physicians is very important, but if the 
bounds of what doctors are allowed to 
opt out of are widened too far, not only 
women’s but all peoples’ basic health 
and freedoms will be at risk.


Millions of women count on their 
physician to provide them with quality, 
unbiased information and treatments 
that promote their health interests. Un-
der the new policy, it is possible that 
women could be denied information 
on contraception that would help them 
make the right decision for themselves.


For young women or women in isolated 
areas, who may be unable to change 


physicians if theirs is unwilling to pro-
vide contraception, the new policy could 
mean resorting to less effective or more 
dangerous means of over-the-counter 
birth control (such as Plan B), negating 
the very reason they employed a physi-
cian in the fi rst place.


Millions of American women use birth 
control to avoid having children they 
cannot take adequate care of or do not 
want, and millions more use it to merely 
to regulate their reproductive systems or 
for other hormonal issues like migraines 
or ovarian cysts. The Bush administra-
tion is treading on dangerous ground 
in trying to deny women information 
about and access to the treatments they 
need to make decisions regarding their 
own futures.
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Contradictory security measures


The stranger moved the metal bar up 
and down my inner thigh, with every 
swipe coming closer and closer to my 
crotch.


Sound like a report from a violent rape 
scene? Close, but no cigar. It was just an-
other day at the Random Search Area of 
airport security, another day in the life 
of the Transportation Security Agency 
(TSA), the bureaucratic mess you’ve all 
come in contact with during one airline 
travel experience or another, the hub 
of important-looking people meant to 
intimidate you through the removal 
of your shoes and belts and metal bars 
dangerously close to crotches.


While they’re at it, the TSA would 
like to remind you to please have your 
laptop out of its case and put it in one of 
those disgusting gray bins in all its na-
ked technological vulnerability. Please 
have all liquids in fl imsy Ziploc bags 
and, last but not least, please have your 
boarding pass in hand.


In addition to the Random Search, a 
rite of passage into an elite club no one 
willingly joins, the TSA has had some 
problems of consistency. If the TSA were 
a gymnast on a balance beam, it would 
have stuck the mount onto the beam 
and slipped right off the next second. If 
the TSA were on-campus Andrew print-
ing, it’d be in a paper jam just often and 
unexpectedly enough to piss you off.


Consider this: A couple years ago, the 
TSA went through its anti-liquids phase. 
Granted, they’re still going through 
their what-stupid-rules-can-we-make-
about-liquids-to-complicate-your-life 
phase, but like puberty, you were inti-
mately more aware of it at the onset.


All liquids (gels, etc.) less than three 
ounces had to be in a clear Ziploc bag, 
and all liquids (gels, etc.) that were 
more than three ounces were unaccept-
able. Back in those days, the TSA made 
it clear that it was not your mother, 
and conveniently did not provide clear 
plastic baggies for those who forgot to 


baggify their liquids (gels, etc) before-
hand. Thus, even if you had a liquid of 
less than three ounces but did not have 
it in a bag, you were forced to part with 
it forevermore.


I was once this unprepared traveler 
and had to hand over my three ounce 
“travel-size” sweet pea scented lotion. 
It joined a giant bin of other half-used 
lotions, lip glosses, and the like. It was 
practically a Bath and Body Works in-
ventory in that overfi lled trash can.


Some time later, my suitcase was un-
doubtedly going through endless layers 
of security and customs on its way to 
Europe. In the suitcase, I brought along 
two months’ worth of powder detergent 
with which to hand wash my clothes 
in the sink. I double bagged the rather 
large amount of powdery white sub-
stance in two gallon-sized Ziploc bags.


The bags of powder detergent went 
through security without a glitch.


Let’s recap: Innocuous cotton candy 
pink Bath and Body Works sweet pea lo-
tion: Not okay.


Massive amount of powdery white 
stuff: Perfectly okay.


In any case, the seasoned traveler 
comes to know airport security like they 
know the Electoral College: We accept it 
and abide by it, but generally question 
its effi ciency. We’ve got the procedures 
down after so many trips — shoes off, 
shoes in the same bin as purse (for shoe-
purse matching purposes), laptop out, 
mascara safely tucked in its Ziploc con-
fi nement.


There are actually two lines in the 
Pittsburgh International Airport: a gen-
eral line for those still gingerly untying 
their shoes and reluctantly removing 
their electronics, and an “expert trav-
eler” line for those who can do all of the 
above in 15 seconds fl at. Every once in 
a while, an airport security agent will 
“randomly” select a lucky winner to en-
counter the cold metal bar.


Recently, I migrated instantly to the 
“expert traveler” line. It was going to be 
someone else’s turn this time.


Cynthia Peng (cynthiap@) is a sophomore 
psychology major. She has since reduced 
her unpacking record to 13 seconds.


CYNTHIA PENG


Speak up, get on political party platform
Every four years, U.S. political parties  


gather their fattest, cat-est fat cats and 
decide what they want their party to 
stand for. Republicans decide how little 
abortion, immorality, and tax revenue 
they want to tolerate, Libertarians com-
pose variations on a theme for “The Fed-
eral Government Doesn’t Do That,” and 
the Green Party decides how to justly 
apportion their hugging among various 
trees. For the past 20 years, Democrats 
have kept busy deciding how many la-
bor unions to pander to while vocifer-
ously reminding us that their candidates 
aren’t some variety of George Bush.


This process is known as building a 
platform, or creating the fundamental 
principles that all party members more 
or less support. Each position on an is-
sue is called a plank. Historically, par-
ticipation by non-fat cats has been lim-
ited to a few token hearings (much like 
a Congressional hearing), in which a 
select few tell the party what they want 
to see in the platform. The token partici-
pants are politely thanked for their sug-
gestions, and then largely ignored.


This year, however, something changed. 
I was able to get a plank in the Democratic 
platform. And I didn’t even need to choke 
on fat cat cigar smoke to do it.


Barack Obama’s politics are far more 
progressive than we’re used to seeing. 
He turned the platform process upside 
down, using his campaign’s grassroots 
and net-roots networks to hold discus-
sions across the country. Participants, 


who were not limited by party, met, and 
submitted planks that they wanted to 
see in government. All that the fat cats 
were allowed to do was build one docu-
ment out of the planks submitted by the 
1645 meetings across the nation.


I attended one of these meetings, and 
did my best to submit the best ideas a 
political science major can. There was 
one particular issue that occurred to me 
while we discussed open government.


When federal agencies design new 
regulations, they allow time for a “com-
ments period,” when citizens submit 
their concerns and recommendations for 
the regulatory panel to consider directly. 
Why can’t Congress do the same?


The president has 10 days during 
which he can veto a bill and return it to 
Congress for changes; why not allow cit-
izens to comment on it for fi ve of them? 
With my plank, people who’ve followed 
a bill can submit their comments, and if 
their changes would repair a major de-
fect or be a better policy, the bill can be 
returned to Congress for re-evaluation.


Now, a few months later, when you look 
at the Democratic platform, there it is on 
page 53 under “Open, Accountable, and 
Ethical Government.” It’s not credited, but 
it’s what I suggested exactly. See for your-
self at dnc.org/a/party/platform.html.


I’ve just had a Progressive impact on 
the Democratic party. See what happens 
when you speak up and participate?


Paul Combe, SDS 2010


SayWhat?
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Quest for a new conductor
Philharmonic opens season and begins year-long search
The Carnegie Mellon Philharmonic gave its first concert 
of the 2008 season with a program of Mozart, Bartók, and 
Rachmaninoff last Wednesday at Carnegie Hall.


Steven Smith, music director of the Sante Fe Symphony 
Orchestra & Chorus and a former assistant conductor of the 
Cleveland Orchestra, was the guest conductor. He is the first 
guest conductor in an entire season of guest conductors in 
the running for the permanent position of music director. The 
School of Music is conducting a year-long search to replace 
Juan Pablo Izquierdo, who was the orchestra’s leader for 17 
years before his retirement last season.


Smith did lots of talking to the School of Music throughout 
his week here putting the concert together, but probably the 
most important is how he communicated musically, with his 
baton.


Smith and the other guest conductors must conduct a piece 
by Mozart, a piece for a soloist and orchestra, and a 20th-
century work. Smith selected the dramatic overture to Don 
Giovanni and Bartók’s virtuosic “Concerto for Orchestra” 
as his 20th century work. He was given Rachmaninoff’s 
dark “Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30,” with soloist 
Samuel Oram, a 2008 School of Music graduate and winner of 
the school’s annual concerto competition.


Smith’s Don Giovanni overture, which began the concert, 
was enthralling. It took only seconds and a few notes for 
Smith to transport the audience to the world of the opera and 
establish its emotional landscape. The orchestra’s playing 
was very detailed and precise but also elegant and flowing. 
Smith shaped the lines and melodies beautifully.


Several conductors have famously confessed that, for them, 
Mozart is the most difficult composer to conduct. Mozart 
used the same notes and same materials as other composers 
of the day, but he was able to create much more drama 
and emotion than those others. So it is the challenge of the 
conductor to take Mozart’s simple materials and create a 
universe of meaning, something that Smith did wonderfully.


Mozart was followed by Rachmaninoff’s third piano concerto, 
made popularly famous by the film Shine, in which the piece 
pushes the film’s character, David Helfgott, over the edge and 
into a mental breakdown. The School of Music’s own Samuel 
Oram was clearly the master of this piece. While his playing 
was a bit heavy-handed, it was the price Oram paid for 
always keeping the line intact, a virtue in itself, prized among 
musicians. Oram kept the melody clear and the architecture 
of the music was always apparent.


Despite the later complexity, the opening of Rachmaninoff’s 
concerto is a simple melody reminiscent of a Russian 
chant. The melody is monophonic, meaning there is no 
counterpoint, just some quiet orchestral accompaniment. 
As in Mozart, the interpretation of this melody comes in 
the minuscule details and must be absolutely refined. Oram 
here wasn’t particularly interesting, and was shown up by 
Smith, who imbued that melody with dark passion when the 
orchestra played it.


The concert ended with Bartók’s challenging “Concerto for 
Orchestra,” in which the Carnegie Mellon Philharmonic 


reached a high level of achievement.


The piece is challenging technically and in terms of 
ensemble; it is difficult for multiple players to stay together 
in the whirlwind of notes that is the perpetually moving fifth 
movement. But it is hard for the conductor, too. Programming 
such a demanding piece when you are auditioning for a job 
is risky. If you pull it off well, you are brilliant. If not, you look 
mediocre.


Smith came off somewhere in between — he had his brilliant 
moments, particularly in the third movement, but he had his 
confused moments as well.


Bartók’s piece, especially the first movement, is a bit 
disjointed and has a lot of awkward phrasing that definitely 
showed in Wednesday night’s performance.


In all of the difficulty of putting the piece together and 
holding it together during the concert, Smith and the 
orchestra seemed to forget to enjoy it. Plus, this is later 
Bartók, the Bartók of the mellow third piano concerto and 
gypsy-sounding second violin concerto. The “Concerto for 
Orchestra” is full of folk melodies from Eastern Europe. The 
melody that opens the whole piece did not have as much 
earthiness and had none of the feelings that must have 
engulfed Bartók, who had been driven by his conscience 
to leave his status as a national icon in a Nazi-dominated 
Hungary and come to the United States, where he fell into 
obscurity and financial destitution. The second movement, 
which opens with kind of a jaunty melody played in the 
bassoons, did not have the kind of swagger needed.


Smith’s fifth movement was a little wide of the mark as well. 
In the movement, the strings take off flying with fast notes, 
on which Smith focused. However, it is the rhythmic timpani 
line underneath and the off-beat exclamations from the winds 
that are important.


Overall, Smith drew some fine playing out of the Carnegie 
Mellon Philharmonic, and he set a high standard for the 
would-be Carnegie Mellon Philharmonic music directors. The 
level of conducting talent the orchestra is attracting in its 
conductor search is a testament of how good this orchestra 
really is, and hopefully they will find a conductor to match.


Matthew E. Campbell | Editor-in-Chief


J.W. Ramp | Photo Editor
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Guest conductor Steven Smith at Wednesday night’s concert. 
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...this week only


French Kicks
Don’t miss this indie band, playing this 
Tuesday. 


7


Fall TV
Save yourself from watching the season’s duds 
— find out which shows are worth seeing.


6


Philharmonic
Read a review of the Carnegie Mellon 
Philharmonic’s first concert of this season. 


4


Drama Preview
Don’t miss the upcoming productions put on by 
the School of Drama. 


5


Anthony Rapp
The original cast member of Rent visits the 
School of Drama.


10


Dragon Boat
Catch a glimpse of how Pittsburgh celebrated 
the Chinese Dragon Boat Festival.


8


...feature


Paperhouse
Read about High Places, a two-member band 
that makes great pop music. 


5


...regulars


Dollar Movie
Bring out the kid inside you! Catch Kung Fu 
Panda and Speed Racer, this week.


7


Did You Know?
It’s been a year since Randy Pausch delivered 
his famous “Last Lecture.” Flip to read more.


10


Comics
Find out where instant messaging is taking us in 
the comic Future Communication.


11
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Classifieds
Apt. for Rent 5838 
Darlingtong Rd.,Squirrel 
Hill, furnished Studio 
Apt., near Giant Eagle on 
Murray Ave, on bus line 
to universities, utilities 
included, air-conditioning, 
coin-operated laundry, 
storage room provided, free 
backyard parking, $495/
month, available Oct. 1 
724-630-3493 ljf@pitt.edu


MONDAY09.22.08 
Rae Gold: Fashion Show. Society 
for Contemporary Craft. 6 p.m. 
412.261.7003x12. 
An Evening With Mo Rocca. 
Assembly Room, William Pitt Union. 
8:30 p.m. $10. 
The Drue Heinz Lecture: Tina 
Brown. Carnegie Music Hall. 
7:30 p.m. 412.622.8866.


TUESDAY09.23.08 
What Makes Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh. Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh (Downtown). 12:15 p.m. 
New Found Glory. Mr. Small’s 
Theatre & Funhouse. 6:30 p.m. 
Etta Cox. Firehouse Lounge. 8 p.m. 
412.434.1230.


WEDNESDAY09.24.08
Elegant Eggs and Disintegrating 
Dice: Opening Reception. Silver 
Eye Center for Photography. 
5:30 p.m. $5. 412.431.1810. 
Blues at the Crossroads. 
Pittsburgh Center for the Arts. 
6 p.m. $40–$100. 412.361.1915.
Chiodos. Mr. Small’s Theatre & 
Funhouse. 6:30 p.m. 
Pittsburgh Banjo Club. 
Allegheny Elks Lodge #339. 8 p.m. 
412.321.1834. 
Dressy Bessy. Club Café. 
10:15 p.m.


THURSDAY09.25.08 
Neighborhood Narratives. Regent 
Square Theater. 7:30 p.m. 
Ridgway Speaker Series: Rand 
Beers. William Pitt Union. 7 p.m. 
412.624.7884. 
The Sadies. Club Café. 7 p.m. 
The Gypsy Strings. Gypsy Café. 8 
p.m. $10. 412.381.4977.
Hustlebot. ModernFormations 
Gallery. 8 p.m. $5. 


Doo Wop Thursday. Atria’s 
Restaurant & Tavern at PNC Park. 
8:30 p.m.


FRIDAY09.26.08 
Stoop Stories. Andy Warhol 
Museum. 8 p.m. $10 students, $20 
general. 
Peter King. Backstage Bar at 
Theater Square. 5 p.m.
Brad Yoder. South Side Works. 
6 p.m. 
Martina McBride. Post-Gazette 
Pavilion. 7:30 p.m. $20. 
Donna the Buffalo. Mr. Small’s 
Theatre & Funhouse. 9 p.m.
The Films of Dean Snider. 
Pittsburgh Center for the Arts. 
9:30 p.m.


SATURDAY09.27.08 
Choral Evensong. Calvary 
Episcopal Church. 5 p.m. 
Min Xiao-Fen and Blue Pipa 
Trio. Pittsburgh High School for 
Creative and Performing Arts. 7 p.m. 
$15–$25. 
Keller Williams. Mr. Small’s Theatre 
& Funhouse. 8 p.m. 
Don Aliquo. Gypsy Café. 9 p.m. 
Improv Comedy All-Stars. 
Cabaret at Theater Square. 
10:30 p.m.


SUNDAY09.28.08
Pittsburgh’s Hidden Treasures.
Senator John Heinz History Center. 
12 p.m. 
Sunday in the Park. Featuring 
Jimmy Sapienza. Schenley Park. 
12:30 p.m. 
Matt Keating. Club Café. 8 p.m. 
State Radio. Mr. Small’s Theatre & 
Funhouse. 8 p.m.


MONDAY09.29.08
AcoustiCafe Open Stage. Club 
Café. 7 p.m.


Mark Pipas as The Sleaze. Club 
Café. 10:30 p.m.


ONGOING


RADical Days: Falling In. American 
Jewish Museum. Through Sept. 24. 
Remembering Hiroshima, 
Imagining Peace 707/709 Penn 
Avenue Galleries. Through Sept. 27. 
Chris Coccia. Funny Bone. Sept. 
25–27. 
Forever Tango. Byham Theater. 
Sept. 26–28. Tickets starting at $25. 
Murder In The Cathedral. A 
performance of the play by T.S. Eliot. 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral. Sept. 
25–27. 412.621.6150 ext. 204. 
Mitch Fatel. Improv (Waterfront). 
Sept. 25–28. 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. 
Heinz Hall. Sept. 26–28. 
Pittsburgh New Works Festival.
Open Stage Theatre. Through Sept. 
28. 
Wicked. Popular musical telling 
the story of the Wicked Witch of 
the West from The Wizard of Oz. 
Benedum Center. Through Oct. 5. 
412.456.4800. 
From The Alley. Exhibit 
showcasing artwork by local artist 
Anne Lee. Trinity Gallery. Through 
Oct. 11. 
Scapegoats: Paintings by Sabe 
Lewellyn. Box Heart Gallery. 
Through Oct. 11. 
Treading Water. Local artist Tim 
Oliveira displays pop art paintings. 
Slaughter House Gallery & Studios. 
Through Oct. 18. 
Your Town, Inc. The Miller Gallery 
at Carnegie Mellon. Through Nov. 
23. 


Eloquent Eggs and 
Disintegrating Dice: Photographs 
by Rosamond Purcell. Silver 
Eye Center for Photography. Sept. 
25–Nov. 29.
Falling In. American Jewish 
Museum, Jewish Community 
Center. Through Dec. 15. 
Pancrace Bessa & The Golden 
Age of French Botanical. 
Hunt Institute for Botanical 
Documentation. Through Dec. 19.


Want to see your event here? E-mail 
calendar@thetartan.org.
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There was a psychic fair this past weekend in Pittsburgh. So we asked,


What do you see in Carnegie Mellon’s psychedelic future?


Michael Jay Furman
First-year
Environmental policy, Chinese


“Our engineers will seal clouds with plas-
tics to make floating trampolines.”


Margaret Gerhart
Junior
Industrial design


“We’ll be the first school on the moon.”


Eddie Sharick
First-year
Computer science


“Purple polka-dotted elephants at 
Carnival.”


A PERSON’s OPINION
Compiled by Jesse Kummer


Austin Borisy
Sophomore
MechE, BME


“Bringing back more ridiculous Buggy de-
signs at Sweepstakes.”


Pallavi Nair
Sophomore
ChemE, BME


“Carnegie Mellon becomes one giant com-
puter, plus the Fence.”


Leadership
Perspectives
Dining and 
safety student 
committees


Hello Tartans,
Pooja and I would like to offer 


a special thanks to the Offi ce of 
Orientation and Student Devel-
opment for hosting the Tartan 
football game this past Satur-
day. Look for more department-
hosted games in the weeks to 
come.


Besides football and school 
spirit, as discussed in our previ-
ous column, two of the major is-
sues that Pooja and I would like 
to address this year are dining 
and safety/transportation. Over 
the past several weeks, we’ve be-
gun the process of benchmarking 
other institutions with regard to 
these two topics, and although 
Carnegie Mellon is defi nitely not 
the worst that we’ve seen with 
regard to dining or safety/trans-
portation, there are plenty of ar-
eas for improvement.


After talking with Kim Abel, 
the director of Housing and Din-
ing Services, and Tom Ogden, the 
chief of police, we noticed that 
one of the major concerns for 
both areas is fi nding out exactly 
what students want. I think that, 
quite often, there are so many 
student concerns that our mes-
sage ends up becoming blurred 
and diffi cult to understand by so 
many diverse groups on campus.


We mentioned to both Abel and 
Chief Ogden our hope to form 
completely student-led and stu-
dent-focused exploratory com-
mittees into dining and safety/
transportation this semester. 
We’re hoping that, through focus 
groups and discussions, these 
committees will be able to issue 
a report to both of them with a 
prioritized list of action items 
that we as students hope the ad-
ministration can move on.


Some of the major issues that 
we are hoping to address with 
regard to dining include upper-
class and graduate student meal 
plans, an increased emphasis on 
nutrition and “green” programs, 
and hours of operation. For 
safety/transportation, we’d like 
to consider a SafeRider program, 
potential changes to SafeWalk, a 
Carnegie Mellon-run neighbor-
hood night-time bus route, and 
increased awareness of current 
programs.


Pooja and I’d like to form these 
committees in the coming weeks. 
If you are interested in helping to 
address these concerns, please 
contact us at either jitkowit@an-
drew or pgodbole@andrew.


On a fi nal note, legislation to 
form a President’s Cabinet has 
successfully passed through both 
Senate and GSA. I’d like to thank 
both bodies on their thoughtful 
discussions and conversations 
regarding the bylaws. If any 
students are interested in serv-
ing on the cabinet, look for more 
publicity and applications in the 
days to come.


Jared Itkowitz & Pooja Godbole


Corn syrup commercials perpetuate unhealthy eating


Cigarette advertisements were 
banned from television in the 
1970s because of the product’s 
potential heath risk. This, along 
with others, is an example of 
past recognition of the power of 
commercial advertisements.


However, recently, a surpris-
ing new series of commercials 
advertising questionable prod-
ucts have been playing on tele-
vision — commercials for high 
fructose corn syrup.


That’s right — commercials 
are now playing that urge people 
to eat foods with high fructose 
corn syrup, and this is happen-
ing here, in the United States, a 
country that has long been criti-
cized for having a high obesity 
rate. High fructose corn syrup 
is a sweetener and preservative 
made by changing the sugar 
in cornstarch into fructose, a 


sweeter form of sugar. Yes, you’re 
reading this correctly: We now 
have commercials for sugar. It 
can be found in more foods than 
you might think — check the la-
bels of your pop, processed food, 
or even fruit-fl avored drink, and 
chances are it’s one of the top 
three ingredients listed. And 
while the health effects of high 
fructose corn syrup are not 100 
percent clear, nutritional experts 
have linked it to the obesity prob-
lem, and it has also been linked 
to longer-term problems like dia-
betes and high cholesterol.


Though there are multiple ver-
sions of the commercial currently 
playing, all have essentially the 
same dialogue. One begins with 
a couple on a date; the woman of-
fers the man a bite of her popsicle, 
and he declines with, “I thought 
you loved me,” explaining that 
the popsicle has high fructose 
corn syrup in it. The woman goes 
on to open his eyes as she extols 
the virtues of high fructose corn 
syrup, explaining that it’s made 
from corn, has the same number 


of calories as sugar, and is fi ne 
in moderation. The man looks 
sheepish, feeling stupid about 
his bad opinion of such an appar-
ently good substance, and goes 
on to accept the popsicle.


In defense of the commercial, 
this information given about 
high fructose corn syrup is 
technically true. And of course, 
there is no denying that most of 
us Americans do eat foods with 
high fructose corn syrup in them 
on a regular basis; in actuality, 
many probably already eat more 
than the “moderate” amount that 
the commercial promotes — and 
therein lies the problem.


Eating healthy is fi nally be-
coming “popular” in the United 
States. And no, “healthy” isn’t 
referring to runway models 
that starve themselves and then 
puke in the nearest bathroom. 
Healthy means adding whole 
grains and natural fruits and 
veggies to one’s diet. Healthy 
means following the newly rede-
signed food pyramid that came 
out a few years ago, which has 


better-defi ned food portions, a 
greater variety of categories, and 
recommendations of items from 
each category. The healthy food 
craze has recently been catching 
popularity from the “Go Green” 
movement (two fads that hope-
fully stick around longer than 
pogs and iPod Nanos).


This doesn’t necessarily mean 
that every American is going out 
and starting to eat all organic 
and vegan, all the time, nor is this 
movement toward popularizing 
healthy eating meant to say that 
everyone should. It does mean, 
however, that there has recently 
been a trend toward healthier 
eating and living in general. And 
just when people are moving 
in a healthier direction, a com-
mercial promoting high fructose 
corn syrup comes out.


What exactly is the point of a 
commercial promoting some-
thing like high fructose corn 
syrup? Are companies really so 
scared of losing money as people 
start to move to healthier diets 
that they are willing to pro-


mote high fructose corn syrup 
in commercials — and thus un-
balanced nutrition over healthy 
eating habits? Is the corn syrup 
industry so willing to promote a 
product that could be detrimen-
tal to people’s health, as long 
as its product keeps selling? Al-
though high fructose corn syrup 
is technically considered “natu-
ral” by the FDA, this doesn’t 
mean it’s healthy — and some-
thing with fructose in its name is 
never going to have a place in the 
new food pyramid.


While many know enough to 
not be swayed by this unhealthy 
product, there are those that will 
be. But for the few people out 
there that may be swayed by the 
commercials, they need to come 
off the air. And really, I doubt the 
bad acting and poorly disguised 
product promotion is going to be 
greatly missed.


Heather Tomko (htomko@) is a 
junior mechanical engineering 
major and assistant Forum editor 
of The Tartan.


The paradox of Palin: Being a woman versus supporting women


Being a woman and supporting 
women’s rights are two different 
things. Herein lies the paradox of 
Sarah Palin.


Sarah Palin is incontestably 
a woman, and only the second 
female vice presidential candi-
date the United States has ever 
had. This, it would seem, is one 
more step toward gender equal-
ity and female empowerment. 
Maybe, one begins to think, what 
we need to turn this country 
around is not a party shift, but 
a gender shift. Women, one rea-
sons, seem to be accomplishing a 
whole lot these days.


In case one didn’t know, there 
is more than one woman in poli-
tics. John McCain is unfortunate-
ly aligned with this ideological 
scenario. Putting Palin in as the 
token woman in the race after 
Obama received the nomination, 
as though we wouldn’t be able to 
tell the difference between her, 
an inexperienced, provincially-
minded governor of Alaska, and 
Hillary Clinton, a woman who 
has reinvented herself as a politi-
cal giant and is as experienced, 
powerful, and respected as any 
man in the running, is insulting. 
More insulting is the fact that, in 
making his choice, McCain relied 
on the unwavering solidarity 
of the feminist community and 
bonds of sisterhood to help tip 
the scales in November.


Yes, Sarah Palin is a woman — 
a woman who represents women 
who believe that the government 
should hold the key to the future 
of their reproductive rights. 
Sarah Palin wants to go back to a 
time when women endured des-
perate, risky procedures to end 
unwanted pregnancies at their 
own physical and emotional peril. 
As French philosopher Bernard 
Henry Levy wrote in the Sept. 
14 issue of New York magazine, 
Palin is a “caricature of a free 
woman who plans to deny her 
peers one of their most cherished 
and hard-won rights, the right 
to an abortion.” In short, Palin 


represents the women of 50 years 
ago, and in doing so, is alienating 
the women of right now.


Months ago, I was shocked to 
read that my favorite “moder-
ate,” John McCain, planned to 
overturn the 36-year-old historic 
decree that is Roe v. Wade. A man, 
one who has never felt the real 
fear of pregnancy, who has never 
truly contemplated an abortion, 
making this decision for millions 
of women all over the country. In 
such cases in which children are 
born into less-than-ideal environ-
ments, far more often it is women 
saddled with the consequences of 
this choice, their own choice, as 
the law stands now, to give birth. 
Eighty-four percent of single par-
ents are mothers, the U.S. Census 
Bureau reported in 2007.


This is why I was shocked to read 
that Palin supported McCain so 
much. In addition, she backed the 
senator in his support of a bill to 
alter the definition of abortion such 
that it includes the use of contracep-
tion. In an editorial in last Friday’s 
New York Times, Hillary Clinton 
and Planned Parenthood President 
Cecile Richards extrapolate on the 
potential consequences of such a 
decision — “[Health and Human 
Services] does not even address 
the real cost to patients who might 
be refused access to these critical 
services. Women patients, who 
look to their health care providers 
as an unbiased source of medical 
information, might not even know 
they were being deprived of advice 
about their options or denied access 
to medical care.”


We’re talking about a woman 
whose own 17-year-old daugh-
ter, empowered by a chunk of the 
billion dollars the Bush adminis-
tration spent on abstinence-only 
education last year, decided to 
have the baby, marry the father, 
and in doing so give up all of 
her own dreams and plans. I’m 
not chastising Bristol Palin for 
her pledge, which is honorable in 
every respect; I am chastising her 
mother for not teaching her that 
she had other choices so she could 
make a real decision on her own 
and not follow what she was led to 
believe was simply “protocol.”


The National Organization of 
Women (NOW) knows what’s 


up: For the second time in the 
organization’s history, the group 
has endorsed a presidential can-
didate. The first was Geraldine 
Ferrara in 1984, the first female 
presidential candidate, who they 
felt best represented the rights 
and issues that were important 
to women. The second is Barack 
Obama, for the same reason.


Palin cites her Christian 
Fundamentalist beliefs for her 
stance on abortion. Clearly this 
excuse is a red herring, as the 
law is known colloquially as the 
right to choose, and those that 
support it pro-choice. By the 
terms of this law, doctors are 
allowed to elect not to perform 
abortions; patients are allowed 
to not have them. This is a moral, 
ethical, and religious issue on 
which Americans aren’t going to 
agree, and the law as it stands 
reflects that. And if Americans 
aren’t going to agree, we can’t 
responsibly pass, or un-pass, a 
law that will unjustly restrict 
the rights of all Americans.


What is more frightening is the 
degree to which Palin lets her 
religious views color her politi-


cal ones, issues far more potent 
and of far greater consequences 
than abortion. Palin believes that 
global warming, the hurricanes 
destroying New Orleans and 
Galveston, Texas, and the Iraq 
war are part of God’s plan.


As the feminist and playwright 
Eve Ensler wrote in the Sept. 8  
Huffington Post, “Sarah Palin does 
not believe in evolution. I take 
this as a metaphor. In her world 
and the world of Fundamentalists 
nothing changes or gets better or 
evolves….Sarah Palin does not 
much believe in thinking. From 
what I gather she has tried to 
ban books from the library, has a 
tendency to dispense with people 
who think independently. She 
cannot tolerate an environment 
of ambiguity and difference....
[As vice president] she would 
govern one of the most diverse 
populations on the earth.”


Hers is a philosophy that 
cannot and will not be used to 
govern this country, a country 
that is known as a world power 
that consistently sets the global 
pace when it comes to scientific, 
artistic, and ideological innova-


tions and beliefs. This stand-
ing is rapidly deteriorating, and 
will only deteriorate further if 
the McCain/Palin ticket man-
ages to elude enough voters by 
the time November rolls around.


Religion is a powerful and 
unchangeable force. It is 
what gives people hope when 
there is no hope and is a driv-
ing force behind the lives of 
many individuals who live in 
the United States. It is also a 
personal choice and a private 
practice that has no place in 
politics. Worship and believe 
whatever and whomever you 
want — just don’t try to change 
federal laws to suit your par-
ticular choices.


This is an election based on 
politics, not gender, not religion, 
not Alaska. Let’s vote for the right 
candidate based on the issues 
for which he or she stands, not 
because she is the same gender 
or worships the same God that 
we do.


Claire Morgenstern (cmorgens@) 
is a contributing editor to The 
Tartan.


CLAIRE MORGENSTERN


Jessica Thurston/Forum Editor
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Aswin Widjaya | Photo Staff


Saturday, the Wacongo Dance Company performed at Carlow 
University. The company is comprised of dancers, drummers, and 
musicians. The group performs music and dances from hundreds of 
ethnicities and tours the world to spread awareness about African 
heritage and culture. Wacongo was founded in Congo in 1998 and is 
composed of three different arts companies: the National Ballet of 
Congo, the group Kiti Na Mesa, and Tuta Ngoma.


wacongo dance company.
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with her parents tends to end in disaster (and a plastic green 
diaper). Melanie’s family is a straight-laced, conservative, 
all-American family, and they are defi nitely not taking to Sam’s 
mistakes. 
Recommendation: The latest addition to CBS’ so far stellar 
Monday night comedy block, Worst Week seems to be, well, 
the worst. Can we say a really bad and cheesy version of Meet 
the Parents? The show may have some merit and a couple of 
good laughs in the works, but is just too “watch me be an idiot 
and do stupid things” un-funny to be remarkable.


The Mentalist  
Premieres: Sept. 23 
Airs: Tuesdays, 9 p.m., CBS 
About: Patrick Jane (Simon Baker) is an independent 
consultant with the California Bureau of Investigation and 
goes around solving crimes with his amazing powers of 
observation. He used to pass himself off as a psychic, but his 
more serious life now involves him in high-profi le police cases 
where he has renounced his psychic abilities (but not his bold, 
rule-breaking, cheeky ways). 
Recommendation: At fi rst glance, this show may seem like 
a dramatic rip-off of USA’s Psych, which it may be. But that 
doesn’t mean it can’t be a good show. With a little humor, an 
interesting ensemble cast, and a very likable main character, 
The Mentalist could prove to be a pretty decent show.


Crusoe  
Premieres: Oct. 17 
Airs: Fridays, 8 p.m., NBC 
About: Based on Daniel Defoe’s classic book Robinson 
Crusoe, the show focuses on an 18th-century man who is 
shipwrecked on an island for 28 years. Completely separated 
from the society he once knew and his true love, Crusoe 
(Philip Winchester) befriends Friday, a native, and battles 
enemies and the weather alike, while trying not to lose his 
mind. 
Recommendation: Cool tree house + fi lmed in South Africa 
+ hot guys + awesome accents = show that should be on HBO 
or Showtime but has somehow (luckily for me) ended up on 
NBC. Production looks great, quality looks great, trailers look 
great, and you’ve got a great TV show in the works.


OLDIES BUT GOODIES


House  
Premiered: Sept. 16 
Airs: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., FOX 
Recap: This season’s premiere picked up several weeks after 
the fi nale, but dealt with all the important issues: the


 


aftermath of Amber’s death, how Thirteen is dealing with 
her Huntington’s disease, and of course, the impossibly sick 
person that can mysteriously never be cured until 50 minutes 
into the episode. The focus was mainly on Wilson leaving 
the hospital and how Amber’s death affected House and 
Wilson’s relationship. Not only that, but Thirteen fi nally tried 
to diagnose the patient without House.
This season: Look out for a major focus on Thirteen as her 
Huntington’s disease begins affecting her diagnoses. Also, is 
there possible House/Cuddy love? And the biggest news from 
the previews: Wilson is leaving the hospital! Is Wilson really 
that mad? Will he leave House forever? Will House let him 
leave? What will House do without him?


Heroes  
Premieres: Sept. 22 
Airs: Mondays 9 p.m., NBC 
Recap: Last season ended early with the writer’s strike. 
Nathan was about to reveal the Heroes’ powers to the world, 
but then he was shot! Sylar fi nally got his powers back and 
is out and on the loose. Hiro buried Takezo Kensei alive, and 
Nikki was trapped in a burning building as she tried to save 
Monica. 
This Season: Volume Three: Villains starts off with three 
hours of Heroes: one clip show at 8 p.m., and then a two-hour 
season premiere at 9 p.m. This season will feature several 
villains, with a certain spotlight on our favorite, Carnegie 
Mellon alum Zachary Quinto, who plays Sylar. There are also 
rumors that some good people may have turned bad, and 
future Claires and Peters are running around? Ando and Hiro 
get their own villain, and we’ll fi nd out who shot Nathan in the 
fi rst episode. The main question is: who’s really dead?


The Offi ce  
Premieres: Sept. 25 
Airs: Thursdays, 9 p.m., NBC
Recap: Toby left to go live in Costa Rica; Ryan is arrested; 
Michael developed a little crush on Holly, the new HR lady; 
Jim set up the perfect marriage proposal for Pam, and then 
Andy stole his thunder by proposing to Angela, who then is 
busted having sex with Dwight! Also, Jan is preggers! 
This Season: Expect a great hour-long season premiere, with 
several love triangles. Michael may be helping Jan with the 
baby, but what about cute Holly? Will the Dwight, Angela, and 
Andy confl ict fi nally come to a head? Who will replace Ryan? 
And fi nally, Pam is in art school in New York! How will Pam 
and Jim fare long-distance?


Grey’s Anatomy   
Premieres: Sept. 25 
Airs: Thursdays, 9 p.m., ABC
Recap: The fi nale ended with a ton of kissing: Chief Webber 
got back together with his wife Adele; George was able to 
retake his intern exam again, and kissed Lexie, who realized 
she liked him; Alex looked for an emotional hook-up in Izzy, 
which didn’t work out; Callie kissed Dr. Hahn and liked it; and 
MerDer were reunited once and for all. 
This Season: Expect the two-hour season premiere to deal 
with Rose’s reaction to Meredith and Derek. Although they are 
fi nally together, things may not be as easy as you think. Also, 
a possible love interest for Cristina Yang? Is Lexie Grey in love 
with George? What happened with Callie and Erica Hahn?


Diana Wong | Staffwriter
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Looking for something new to watch or simply excited about 
your old favorites returning for the season? Here’s your guide 
to everything on TV this fall. Last year’s writers’ strike yielded 
a small number of new series this season and an even smaller 
amount of actually decent pilots. Networks are relying on 
old favorites like Gossip Girl and Desperate Housewives to 
pull them through the season. Tired of watching I Survived a 
Japanese Game Show? Maybe not, but perhaps you should try 
watching something that does not dull your mind as much.


NEWBIES


90210  
Premiered: Sept. 2 
Airs: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., CW 
About: I’m from Kansas. Now I’m in Beverly Hills. I’m going 
to be a bumbling idiot all around this school and make lots of 
token ’90s mistakes related to sex, drugs, and alcohol as I try 
to fi t in with a bunch of rich kids. Oh look! There’s an adult 
from the real Beverly Hills 90210 with problems as dramatic as 
the ones I have. Let’s all suffer through drama, drama, drama 
together, exactly the same as the ’90s! 
Recommendation: Boo, you whore. If I wanted to watch 
the exact same storylines that happened in every single ’90s 
show, I would watch a show from the ’90s, because Dawson’s 
Creek, Beverly Hills, and even Clueless were infi nitely less 
painful than this. Take a hint from Gossip Girl and learn some 
original stuff, without the soap opera-level acting. I say (and 
really, really hope) you’re off the air within a year.


Fringe 
Premiered: Sept. 9 
Airs: Tuesdays, 9 p.m., FOX 
About: From J.J. Abrams (the creator of Lost, Alias) comes 
another drama that begins with — gasp! — a plane! Despite 
what may seem like an incredible similarity to Lost, Fringe 
has nothing to do with mysterious moving islands or polar 
bears (yet), although the soundtracks and even an actor or 
two are the same. No, this plane lands on autopilot in Boston, 
with all the passengers dead and horrifi cally decomposed. 
FBI special agent Olivia Dunham (Anna Torv) brings in the 
brilliant but crazy scientist Dr. Walter Bishop (John Noble) 
and his not-so-loving son Peter (Joshua Jackson) to help 
with the case. They deal in pseudo-science, or “fringe” 
science, including genetic mutations and talking to the dead. 
Recommendation: It’s rumored to be the new version of 
The X-Files, but Abrams style (which means you’ll never 
know what’s going to happen next), and also probably one 
of the best new shows out there this season. Unfortunately, 
it also seems close to Eleventh Hour, another science-fi ction 
drama that deals in solving scientifi cally sophisticated 
crimes. Torv also plays an annoying Dunham, but the 
supporting characters and plot are so much better that it’s 
easy to ignore her ridiculous acting. It’s still an intriguing, 
on-the-edge-of-your-seat television show likely to stay around 
for a bit.


Worst Week 
Premieres: Sept. 22 
Airs: Mondays, 9:30 p.m., CBS 
About: Sam Briggs (Kyle Bornheimer) is desperately trying 
to impress his girlfriend Melanie’s protective parents, but 
failing miserably. Before spilling the beans that she’s pregnant 
and they’re getting married, Sam wants to get on their good 
side (or at least be recognized as more than just Melanie’s 
“friend”). Sadly, every attempt Sam tries to make to bond 


A season of hits and misses
Fall TV premieres both disappoint and impress potential audiences


Jesse Kummer | Photo Staff
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        1. Poker stake
  2. Swiss capital
  3. Sponsorship
  4. 9th letter of the Hebrew     


           alphabet
  5. Brought up
  6. Fail to tell the truth
  7. Concluding
  8. Impersonator
  9. Hazardous
 10. Result
 11. Halts
 13. Apex
 14. Sky color
 20. So that’s your game!
 22. Gobs
 24. Juridical
 26. Type of guard
 27. Neophyte
 28. Ireland
 29. Irritable
 30. Glossy fabric
 31. Advert
 33. Drunken
 34. Monetary unit of Lesotho
 35. Currency of Turkey, and 


           formerly of Italy
 36. Airline to Tel Aviv
 38. Attached to land
 41. Dynamic start
 42. Two fins
 44. Aladdin’s monkey
 45. Small antelope
 46. Outmoded
 47. Engage in histrionics
 49. Actress Skye
 51. Wander
 52. Fasteners
 53. Antlered animal
 54. As well as
 55. Obtains
 56. Scottish Gaelic
 59. Solicit
 


        1. Encourage in wrongdoing
  5. Deli order
  8. Greek god of war
 12. Israeli desert
 14. Soft cheese
 15. Pub order
 16. Hackneyed
 17. Lustful look
 18. Canadian gas brand
 19. Conceal
 21. Price increase
 23. Common article
 24. Like Abner
 25. Affirmative reply
 26. Sound investment?
 30. Spanish Mister
 32. Elephant’s tiny kin
 33. Trifle
 37. Pupil’s place
 38. Flower segment
 39. Thwart
 40. Peerless
 42. Aquarium fish
 43. Long
 44. Of flight
 45. Form of poem, often used to 


             praise something
 48. Actor Fernando
 49. ___ Saud
 50. Strict disciplinarian
 52. Weight in pounds
 57. Langston Hughes poem
 58. Victor's cry
 60. Conger catcher
 61. Second letter of the Greek   


             alphabet
 62. Primo
 63. Reposes
 64. As previously given, in footnotes
 65. Acapulco article
 66. Red flower
 


ACROSS DOWN


Horoscopes
aries


mar. 21–apr. 19
You are just plain awesome this week.


taurus
apr. 20–may 20


Resist the urge to cook this week, unless you like fire alarms.


gemini
may 21–jun. 21


A gigantic 16-layered chocolate and strawberry ice-cream cake is 
hurtling through space right at you. I suggest you grab a fork.


cancer
jun. 22–jul. 22


A trip to France is in the future. Better brush up on that French! 


leo
jul. 23–aug. 22 


If you can hold your breath for six minutes, your wish for Roger Federer 
to win the French Open just might come true. 


virgo
aug. 23–sept. 22


You’re turning a year older and you have some new, shiny wisdom 
teeth. But don’t stare into the mirror for too long, you might just see that 
new strand of gray hair.


libra
sept. 23–oct. 22


If you’re out in the rain without your pink umbrella this week, don’t run 
for cover, just take off your shoes and dance.


scorpio
oct. 23–nov. 21


You will be the first to discover the true meaning of life. It will take you 
approximately 14234872346529344.238724 hours to do it. You better 
get working. 


sagittarius
nov. 22–dec. 21


Try not to sleep through your next class. Your professor is about to do 
something really stupid and you don’t want to miss it.


capricorn
dec. 22–jan.19


The next time you walk by a yellow house, look at the top-most window 
and wave. Someone is sure to wave back.


aquarius
jan. 20–feb. 18


Even though fall might be here, wearing orange is still not a good 
idea.


pisces
feb. 19–mar. 20


The next time your phone rings, wait to pick it up after three rings are 
over. Someone special will be on the other line.


 Shweta Suresh | Assistant Pillbox Editor
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When Anthony Rapp walked onto the stage of the Philip 
Chosky Theater in the Purnell Center for the Arts, he looked 
little older than the college crowd before him. Slender, with 
a head of mussed blond hair, Rapp hardly seemed like one 
of the most famous stage actors of our time, or one of the 
original cast members of a landmark contemporary American 
musical, Rent. But Rapp can without a doubt claim both of 
these distinctions. His appearance at the Carnegie Mellon 
School of Drama Conservatory Hour gave students a chance 
to participate in a Q & A and talkback session, in conjunction 
with Rapp’s one-man show, which just closed in Pittsburgh.


Pittsburgh’s City Theatre featured Rapp’s show, Without You, 
in a limited special run from Aug. 28 to Sept. 21. It looked at 
Rapp’s experience with the musical Rent, the Broadway hit 
which brought public attention and inspired songwriting to 
the American AIDS epidemic. In his one man show, Rapp 
speaks of how Rent changed his life — and the lives of 
many others. The night after the show’s wildly successful 
Off-Broadway debut, Jonathan Larson, the writer-composer 
of the show, suddenly passed away. Rapp’s performance of 
excerpts of Rent in his own show was carefully interwoven 
with his remembrances of Larson and how Rapp and the rest 
of the cast struggled to fi nd meaning and continue with the 
musical after Larson’s death. Ultimately, the power of the 
show’s message and the cast’s commitment to delivering that 
message inspired them to keep on.


Although the show has many humorous moments, in which 
Rapp’s versatile skill as a character actor shines, Rapp also 
examines many darker aspects of his past. During his early 
work on Rent, his mother passed away of cancer. In Without 
You, this glimpse of what it is like to lose a parent is not an 
easy thing to see. If anything, this speaks to Rapp’s ability to 
give himself to his audience. The praise he has garnered over 
the years is a refl ection of his unique ability to bring himself to 
the stage, with humility and honesty that both challenge and 
invite the audience into his world.


Rapp brought that humor and honesty onstage with him in 
his visit to Carnegie Mellon. After thanking the school for 
welcoming him, and the recent Carnegie Mellon alumnus, 
Jeffrey Omura, for connecting him with the school, Rapp 
sat and answered questions without pause for over an hour. 
Students supplied Rapp with a sea of waving hands, and 
questions ranging from his work in the movies  A Beautiful 
Mind and Dazed and Confused to his experience writing 
his memoir (also titled Without You). Rent, of course, also 
occupied much of the discussion, as did practical questions 
about making it in New York and the business in general. 
Rapp, who was not formally trained in a conservatory 
program like Carnegie Mellon’s, nevertheless spoke to the 
merits of such a supportive training. He mentioned that his 
own support system came primarily from his mother, who 
encouraged his acting ambitions and work at an early age.


The tone of admiration in the questions was clear. One 
student asked eagerly if Rapp got to “hang out with Russell 
Crowe” during the fi lming of A Beautiful Mind. Anthony 
replied that not only did he hang out with the famous 
Australian, he got to touch his Oscar, describing it as a “really 
heavy, really shiny jewel of craziness.” Another student 
gushed blissfully about an encounter with Rapp in a New York 
bathroom, where the departing Rapp accidentally hit him 
with a door. The tone of the discussion, however, grew serious 
when the subject of Rent and his own show came up. Rapp 


described his work on the musical as simply the culmination 
and fulfi llment of everything he had wanted to do.


Speaking to the importance of theater that addresses social 
crises, Rapp said, “You guys grew up in the aftermath, but 
in the ’80s and ’90s you’d go to fi ve memorial services a 
month. Address books were decimated. A lot of young people 
died.” Rent gave voice to the struggles of people dying and 
struggling to live with AIDS, to make art in the midst of 
illness, and to support their sick friends. Most importantly, 
perhaps, Anthony said that Rent helped create the movement 
of activist, realist musicals, musicals that, in Rapp’s words, 
“ask the big, tough questions about what it means to be 
alive today — through the powerful medium of music.” In the 
’90s, when the musical opened, no one was talking about the 
epidemic. Rapp stated that being “a part of Rent was really 
thrilling. Those songs talked about things that no one was 
talking about and celebrated gay culture at a time when that 
wasn’t widely accepted.”


Speaking to the actors about the business, Rapp advised 
them to take care of their bodies, to treat themselves as 
athletes. He also commented on the need to respect your 
intuition, saying that although it is hard to refuse jobs in 
the theater business, it is also crucial to do what you love, 
and listen to your instincts. When a student asked about the 
hazards of getting too emotionally involved with a role, Rapp 
said simply, “I would advise you to never not be emotionally 
involved with anything you do.”


Richard Block, interim head of the School of Drama, later 
commented on Rapp’s presence, saying, “Anthony really 
speaks to your generation. He really has been a key part of an 
important cultural and artistic movement.” Rapp’s appearance 
at Carnegie Mellon highlights the school’s commitment to 
artistic excellence, and the students’ enthusiastic reception 
shows that we are committed to work that is artistically 
challenging and socially meaningful, as well as marketable.


Annika Rosenvinge | Staffwriter


Anthony Rapp at Purnell
Original cast member of Rent visits Carnegie Mellon School of Drama


Anthony Rapp fields questions from students at Purnell.
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100
Sept. 23, 1908


Did you know?
Blackburn’s and Jake’s dancing 
academies duke it out in the advertising 
section of The Tartan. Blackburn’s 
offers “Ball room, fancy, stage, and 
step dancing,” while Jake’s boasts the 
unbelievable price of five lessons for just 
$5. Jake’s strangely omits what kind of 
dancing instruction is given, but likely 
guesses are the Macarena, the Soulja 
Boy, and the waltz.


50
Sept. 23, 1958


Dinks everywhere! A photo shoot 
displays incoming first-years, or 
“froshes” in 1958 speak, wearing the 
dumbest looking hats you’ve ever seen. 
As part of the ancient ritual of becoming 
a Carnegie Tech student, froshes were 
required to wear dinks on campus. It’s 
amazing to see that wearing a dink can 
make everyday life hilarious. So the next 
time you’re bored in class or caught in 
a traffic jam, take out your dink and let 
the fun begin!


25
Sept. 25, 1983


Two pages of The Tartan are devoted 
entirely to Greek Life issues. In one 
article, a Tartan editor questions the 
existence of Greeks on campus. Citing 
several cases of misconduct, hazing, 
and wild parties, issues are addressed 
that may have otherwise been swept 
under the carpet. The real scandal, 
however, is never addressed: Greek 
organizations repeatedly refuse to serve 
gyros and baklava at any of their events, 
completely ignoring their Mediterranean 
roots.


10
Sept. 21, 1998


Companies recruiting for the Business 
Opportunities Conference and Technical 
Opportunities Conference find a new 
tactic to attract students: give them 
stuff. While this method is sure to work, 
perhaps the companies are rewarding 
the wrong people. To top it off, one 
company went so far as to give out jobs 
to those who had the best applications 
and interview skills.


5
Sept. 22, 2003


In an effort to encourage biking, AB 
starts a program offering free bike 
use for up to 48 hours. Bikes would 
need to be signed out with a Carnegie 
Mellon ID, though, giving this plan 
more security than its more recent 
counterpart. However, in an instance of 
extreme similarity with the more recent 
2007 program, it didn’t last.


1
Sept. 24, 2007


Randy Pausch delivers his famous “Last 
Lecture,” inspiring millions across the 
country to fulfill their childhood dreams. 
This is usually the point where I give 
a wisecrack about the given article, 
but not this time. All I can write is this: 
Thanks, Dr. Pausch.


Joe Klobusicky | Staffwriter J.W. Ramp | Photo Editor
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consulting, marketing, purchasing, etc. 
This strategy worked; this past BOC 
boasted the highest overall attendance 
of any BOC ever in its 21-year history.”


Lisa Dickter, a career consultant at 
the Career Center, confi rmed Duschl’s 
assertion.


“There were more companies at the 
BOC than in previous years, and we are 
not seeing a drop in the number of in-
terviews on campus,” she said.


While the fi nancial crisis on Wall 
Street may have hindered the pres-
ence of fi nancial fi rms at the BOC, it is 
unclear how the collapse will impact 
the job opportunities for graduating 
seniors.


“Seventy percent of Tepper under-
graduates are concentrating in fi nance; 
and thus, a large number of students 
have been affected. In context of the 
BOC, the banks that did decide to at-
tend told us that they were either not 
recruiting seniors at all or that they 


were recruiting less than half of the 
number of seniors that they did in pre-
vious years,” Duschl said.


Dickter said she was not yet ready to 
decide the impact the crisis has had on 
students.


“We are sure there is some impact, 
but we have to wait until job offers 
come out,” Dickter said.


Dickter also pointed out that some 
smaller fi nancial fi rms might not have 
been hurt by the crisis.


“We had a panel of recruiters from 


smaller fi nancial fi rms like EWT. They 
said that the economic crisis was not 
affecting them, because they do not 
operate on such a large scale,” Dickter 
said.


For Duschl, however, the fi nancial 
crisis has already cost him a job.


“This summer, I interned at Lehman 
Brothers in the Capital Markets Prime 
Brokerage Division. After my intern-
ship, I received a full-time offer to join 
the analyst class of 2009. This past 
Monday, Lehman fi led for bankruptcy. 


The fi ling essentially nullifi ed all con-
tracts — including offer letters — as 
the bank was going to cease to exist. 
The Lehman collapse was defi nitely a 
set-back in my personal job search,” he 
said.


Despite his bad luck, Duschl remains 
hopeful.


“I did talk with fi rms at the BOC 
about possible full-time positions. I am 
confi dent that opportunities will pres-
ent themselves for future opportuni-
ties,” he said.


PRESIDENTS, from A1


Goodman’s desire to share lit-
erature comes from her love for 
it, which came at an early age.


When Goodman was grow-
ing up, her mother was part of a 
Shakespearean club, so women 
were constantly in her home, 
fi lling her house with the words 
of Shakespeare. At school, her 
classes were not traditionally 
focused on grades, homework, 
and tests; students would “read 
stories to each other,” Goodman 


said, reinforcing her exposure 
to literature.


Having fallen in love with the 
comedic words of Shakespeare, 
she wanted to make his work 
available to absolutely anyone. 
It is with p4 that Goodman 
hopes to spread her same joy for 
literature with others.


“Shakespeare is funny and I 
think that listening to sonnets 
is fun. It’s hilarious,” Good-
man said before she recapped 
her favorite sonnet, the story 
of a woman chasing around a 


chicken with a toddler hanging 
from her neck.


“It’s a simile for Shakespeare 
and his lover. You see, the 
woman is his lover who is chas-
ing the chicken, some dandy 
new love interest, and Shake-
speare is the toddler vying for 
the woman’s attention,” Good-
man said.


When asked about the Proj-
ect, local students had good 
things to say about it.


“I think it’s a great idea ac-
tually,” said Eric Berryman, a 


sophomore drama major. “By 
putting her productions on You-
Tube, anyone, anywhere, at any 
time can reach works of great 
literature.”


Goodman noted the high level 
of support she has already gotten 
from students and the College of 
Fine Arts administration.


“The CFA lending program 
has been very supportive,” 
Goodman said as she displayed 
the video camera she recently 
borrowed.


Goodman approached people 


in the School of Drama as well 
as the School of Music to partici-
pate in the program, but students 
and faculty from all schools are 
invited to audition.


Goodman auditions read-
ers for the quality of their 
performance. 


As a vocal performance mi-
nor, she is focused mainly on 
the sound of the reader’s voice 
and how well they portray each 
character. 


Performers will be recorded in 
a sound booth in the College of 


Fine Arts and will be videotaped 
as well for YouTube footage. The 
videos posted online may or may 
not show video footage of the 
readers.


On her project website (http://
pfour.wordpress.com/), Good-
man has posted her method of 
approaching the project as well 
as the steps she has taken in case 
anyone would want to follow in 
her footsteps and create some-
thing of the same nature.


For more information, contact 
jdickins@.


YOUTUBE, from A1


Student shares her love of Shakespeare through YouTube productions


Job opportunities less plentiful at this year’s BOC due to economic woes


CRASH, from A1


J.W. Ramp/Photo Editor


Lehman Brothers, one of the largest and most venerable investment banks, was to recruit at the TOC. 
However, it was curtains for the company since it fi led for bankruptcy earlier in the week. 


J.W. Ramp/Photo Editor


Students meet with recruiters and give them résumés. Often, companies interview students the next day and 
many receive job offers. 
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Sports
ATHLETE PROFILE:


Jon Spero


Junior Jon Spero has had 
a successful couple of years 
with the Carnegie Mellon 
men’s tennis team, and has 
more to be happy about with 
his recent UAA Athlete of the 
Week honor. 


Coming off a home win 
against Robert Morris 
University this past Thursday, 
men’s tennis aims to continue 
its triumphs on the tennis 
court. This week, Spero spoke 
with The Tartan about living 
in Pittsburgh and his favorite 
aspects of Carnegie Mellon.


Tartan: What was your fa-
vorite event to watch during 
the Olympics?


Spero: The tennis, of 
course. I also liked watch-
ing badminton because I had 
never watched the sport be-
fore and I was impressed with 
their refl exes.


T:  What made you decide to 
stay in the Pittsburgh area for 
your college education? 


S: My season tickets for the 
Steelers.


T: Where is your favorite 
place to go in Pittsburgh? 
Where is your favorite place to 
travel? 


S:  I just like Pittsburgh in 
general, I wouldn’t say I have 
a favorite place. Shadyside 
and Squirrel Hill are really 
nice areas. As far as a favorite 
destination to travel, I would 
have to say Paris.


T: What aspect of business 
interests you the most?


S:  I defi nitely want to go 
into fi nance and most likely 
algorithmic equities trading. 
I like the infusion of technol-
ogy and the decision-making 
processes that come with that 
type of trading. They make a 
lot of money, too.


T: Is there a particular 
sports brand that you favor? 
Why? 


S: When I was young I used 
to wear all Nike, but then I 
started to prefer Adidas. Our 
uniforms are supplied by 
Nike, so I guess I have to lean 
towards them again.


T: If you could make a movie 
about your life so far or what 
you want it to be like in the fu-
ture, what would be the title?


S:  I am Legend.


T: What do you like to do 
the night before a match? Are 
there any pre-match rituals 
that you can’t go without do-
ing?


S:  The men’s team always 
goes together to Max & Erma’s 
restaurant the night before a 
home match. We’ve been do-
ing it since the beginning of 
my freshman year.


T: Have you had any bizarre 
experiences on Carnegie Mel-
lon campus? 


S: Third fl oor of Morewood 
E Tower during my freshman 
year was pretty fun. Too many 
stupid things happened for 
me to even remember, but my 
fl oor was fi lled with styrofoam 
packing peanuts for about a 
week, so you couldn’t walk on 
anything that wasn’t white.


T: What Carnegie Mellon 
tradition is the most interest-
ing to you?


S: I’d have to say Playfair 
because I met my girlfriend 
there, and Carnival is great, 
too.


The men’s tennis team 
faces more action Oct. 4–6 
at the ITA Regional Tourna-
ment at the University of Mary 
Washington in Fredericks-
burg, Va. The women’s team 
will attend their ITA Regional 
Tournament this coming 
week.


Name:
  Jon Spero
Hometown:
  Pittsburgh, Pa.
Major/College: 
  Business/ Tepper
Sport:
  Tennis


Blake ArtushinPhoto Staff


Senior Clay Crites dives to stop the Hobart College attack.
Nicole Ifi ll/Photo Staff


Football drops 21–17 decision in home opener


Two yards and one shove: that 
was the difference for the Car-
negie Mellon football team on 
Saturday. The Tartans fell to Ho-
bart College during their home 
opener at Gesling Stadium by 
a score of 21–16. The Carnegie 
Mellon record now stands at 
1–2, while the Hobart Statesmen 
remain undefeated at 2-0.


After a fi rst half that can best 
be described as sloppy, includ-
ing fi ve total turnovers by both 
teams, the Tartans found them-
selves in a 7–7 deadlock. The 
Statesmen struck fi rst in the sec-
ond half, when senior tight end 
Matt Duliba caught a 5-yard pass 
from quarterback Rich Doyle for 
a 14–7 lead with less than a min-
ute left in the third quarter.


The Tartans wasted no time in 
equalizing the score. On the en-


suing drive, sophomore Anthony 
Ruzga punched the football into 
the end zone from 2 yards out. 
The touchdown run capped off 
a seven-play, 61-yard drive that 
ate roughly three minutes off the 
clock. With just over 12 minutes 
to play in the game and the score 
tied, the Tartans looked poised 
to steal their home opener away 
from the Statesmen. The unusu-
ally large crowd at Gesling Sta-
dium stood with bated breath 


as the Carnegie Mellon defense 
took the fi eld, a few big plays 
away from setting its offense up 
for the win.


That’s where the shove came.
The team exchanged pos-


sessions and Hobart was deep 
inside Tartan territory after 
Carnegie Mellon was forced to 
punt from inside of their own 
10- yard line. On the States-


CASEY TAYLOR
Staffwriter


See  FOOTBALL, page A11


Volleyball comes back with three wins at home


After a disappointing mid-
week loss to the Point Park Uni-
versity Pioneers, the Carnegie 
Mellon volleyball team turned its 
season around at its home tour-
nament last weekend with wins 
against John Carroll University 
and Otterbein and Mount Union 
colleges.


Against the Pioneers Wednes-
day, the Tartans stayed in the 
match mentally until the third 
game but it was too late, and the 
Tartans lost the match 3–0, with 
game scores of 25–17, 25–11, and 
25–23. Carnegie Mellon crawled 
back on the bus disheartened and 
frustrated but returned to Skibo 
Gymnasium for practice Thurs-
day as motivated as ever and 
ready to defeat their next oppo-
nents at home.


The motivation paid off and 
the Tartans picked up two wins 
on the fi rst day of the annual Car-
negie Mellon Crossover Tourna-


ment. Carnegie Mellon began the 
evening with a 3–0 win over Ot-
terbein with game scores of 25–
15, 25–16, and 25–18. The entire 
team contributed to the win, with 
sophomore Caroline Size leading 
the team offensively with nine 
kills. Sophomore Aislinn McClo-
skey tallied eight and junior Sam 
Carter added 36 assists.


The second match for the Tar-
tans was the highlight of the 
night as they fought Mount Union 
(11–3) in a battle of four games 
that lasted two hours. The fi rst 
game fi nally ended with a Tar-
tan victory, 39–37. Size recorded 
nine kills, with two crucial back-
to-back plays to take the lead at 
the end of the game. McCloskey 
fi nished the game with a power-
ful kill down the line.


The second game also went 
into extra points, but again the 
Tartans came away on top, win-
ning 26–24. Carnegie Mellon 
led 17–9 early in the game after 


CASEY GARTH
Staffwriter


See  VOLLEYBALL, page A11
Young Jae Park/Photo Staff


Junior Megan Killeen goes up for a hit in the Carnegie Mellon Crossover.


Tennis sweeps Robert Morris, goes undefeated


The Carnegie Mellon men’s 
tennis team swept Division I Rob-
ert Morris University last Thurs-
day in an 8–1 victory, bringing 
up the team’s winning streak to 
3–0 overall. The Tartans swept 
all six singles and two of the 
three doubles, with only a single 
loss at fi rst doubles and one set 
loss at number-two singles.


At fi rst singles, sophomore 
Alex Nemerov won 6–3, 6–0, fol-
lowed by junior James Muliawan 
6–2, 7–6 (7–1); junior Ravi 
Raghavan 6–4, 6–3; fi rst-year 
Jeremy King 6–3, 6–1; senior 
Yiran Liu 6–3, 6–1; and fi nally 
junior Nikola Ljuboja 6–3, 6–4.


Of the match, fi rst-year For-
rest Grinstead said, “The tennis 
match was pretty good. I think 
we could have played a little 
better, but this was my fi rst ac-
tual college match, so I think 
I have stuff to improve on in 
the future.” On a lighter note, 
he added, “Tennis is like a box 


of chocolates; you never know 
what you are going to get.” His 
doubles partner, junior Jona-
than Spero, said, “Forrest and I 
were not playing very well, but 
luckily we were able to pull it 
out. We were down 5–4 on serve 
and fi nally we got the break, and 
we were able to hang on to our 
own serve.”


In doubles, the second doubles 
duo of Nemerov/Raghavan won 
8–3; third doubles Spero/Grin-
stead won 8–5. The fi rst doubles 
team of Muliawan/Ljuboj lost in 
a close match 8–6.


Head coach Andrew Girard is 
excited for the rest of the season: 
“The team’s playing pretty well. 
This was the fi rst home match of 
the year and everyone was fi red 
up. I think we’re looking forward 
to taking another step forward 
from last year.”


The team’s next match will be 
during the fi rst weekend of Oc-
tober and will travel to the Uni-
versity of Mary Washington in 
Fredericksburg, Va. for the ITA 
Regional Tournament.


COURTNEY CHIN
Staffwriter


Jesse Kummer/Photo Staff


Juniors Nikola Ljuboja and James Muliawan fall 8–6 to Robert Morris.


Men’s soccer continues fi ve-game winning streak 


The Carnegie Mellon men’s 
soccer team hit the road this week 
adding two away victories to their 
6–0–1 winning record. The Tar-
tans came away with a 1–0 win 
against regional opponent Penn 
State Altoona Wednesday and a 


4–0 decision over Westminster 
College Saturday.


The team started strong, out-
shooting Altoona 13–4 in the 
fi rst half, but was unable to fi nd 
the back of the net before the end 
of the half, leaving both sides 
scoreless. In the fi rst 10 minutes 
of the second half, junior mid-
fi elder Keith Haselhoff slotted a 


ball through to junior forward 
Ricky Griffi n, leaving Griffi n just 
outside the 6-yard box with an 
open shot on net. Griffi n slipped 
the ball past Altoona goalkeeper 
Chris Boela for what turned out 
to be the game-winning goal. De-
spite the Tartans dominating in 
shots taken during the fi rst half, 
Carnegie Mellon and Altoona re-


mained even through the second, 
taking four and three shots, re-
spectively.


Carnegie Mellon senior goal-
keeper Matt Bazin recorded three 
saves for the game.


The Tartans took to the road 
again to face Westminister Satur-


KATE SMITH
Junior Staffwriter


See  MEN’S, page A11


Golf takes second place


The Carnegie Mellon golf 
team showed well at Tuesday’s 
Lamkin Fall Intercollegiate 
Golf tournament, placing 
second behind host Ohio 
Wesleyan University, with a 
two-round team total of 593 
and two top 10-individual 
golfers.


Senior Alex Timmons fi n-
ished three over par at 145 
with two games of 72 and 73 
each, and tied for fi fth place 
with Ohio Wesleyan’s Jesse 
Chiero. Junior Christopher 
Lee was also successful, fi n-
ishing just one stroke behind 


and taking eighth place in the 
tournament overall.


Not only did Carnegie Mellon 
have two top-10 individual golf-
ers, it also had some players fi n-
ishing in the top 20, top 30, and 
even top 40. Senior Joshua Chen 
scored 150 and was the 17th best 
individual. First-years Terence 
Einhorn fi nished at 23rd with a 
152 score and Michael Cheng fi n-
ished at 37th with a 155 score.


With such a strong perfor-
mance in last week’s tournament, 
Carnegie Mellon hopes to carry 
its success into the annual Guy 
Kuhn Invitational in Meadville, 
Pa. hosted by Allegheny College, 
which started yesterday and will 
conclude tonight.


VIJAY SWAMY
Junior Staffwriter


Soccer ties the Big Red


The fi nal whistle blew in the 
110th minute as the Carnegie 
Mellon women’s team drew 
the 21-ranked Denison Univer-
sity Big Red, 0–0, after double 
overtime on the road. Tartan 
sophomore goalkeeper Anya 
Rosen wowed the crowd with 
her acrobatic saves but more 
importantly, kept the Carnegie 
Mellon side in the game, as was 
the case in last year’s matchup 
against Denison in which the 
Tartans defeated the Big Red 
1–0 at home. Rosen, the UAA 
Rookie of the Year last season, 


made six nail-biting saves Sat-
urday to help shut out the op-
position.


Rosen was fi rst tested in the 
21st minute when a Denison 
forward received the ball from 
the left fl ank into the middle of 
the fi eld, she took it down and 
sent it sailing straight into the 
hands of the Tartan keeper. Mo-
ments later, Carnegie Mellon re-
taliated with a shot in the 27th 
minute but to no avail.


Denison struck another shot 
in the 44th minute and Rosen 
recorded a solid save but gave 
away a corner kick. After the re-


ELIZABETH HALDANE
Sports Editor


See  WOMEN’S, page A11


SARA WINGEN
Staffwriter
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The French Kicks, an indie rock band from New York City, 
will return to Pittsburgh this Tuesday, at the Rex Theater. 
They will play songs off of their poppier 2008 release 
Swimming, as well as tracks from their record Covers, 
which will be released Tuesday.


Brothers Nick and Lawrence Stumpf met drummer Aaron 
Thurston at Oberlin College in 1998, and along with 
vocalist/guitarist Josh Wise, they decided to pursue their 
band full-time.


When asked to describe French Kicks’ sound, Nick 
Stumpf hesitated to put a label on the band. “I don’t think 
the words ‘indie’ or ‘alternative’ mean the same thing 
anymore,” he said. “We basically try to do interesting things 
with pop music, with a four-minute song. Each element of 
our songs is simple on its own, but put it all together, and it 
makes for a great sound.”


The tracks on Swimming are best characterized by swaying 
bass, twittering guitars, and Nick’s cheeky drawl. “Our fan 
base works like this,” Stumpf explained. “Listeners get [our 
music] on a personal level, and listen to it by themselves 
and are personally into it — or they don’t. It’s music you 
listen to by yourself; it’s not music you’d have playing at a 
party.”


Though this is the case, the band still plays live shows. “It’s 
fun to play our music live,” Stumpf said. “We interact with 
the audience, there’s plenty of dancing going on. At our 
shows we want to move people physically and emotionally. 
And, you know, we want them to buy the record after the 


show and throw room keys on stage,” he laughed.
The crowd at a French Kicks show is one of the most 
diverse, as well. “We’ll have the usual hipster crowd, but 
then there will be 50-year-olds, parents with their kids, 
conservative types...” Stumpf said. “At a show in L.A., we 
had people from our label there telling us that was the most 
diverse crowd they’d ever seen at a show.”


Stumpf wasn’t entirely sure why their music would attract 
such a mix, but he did suggest that the band’s emphasis on 
the instrumental part of a song might be a reason.


“We want to make music that will never sound dated,” 
he said. Lyrics-wise, the French Kicks aim to articulate 
something that a lot of people can relate to. However, the 
band isn’t looking for a major record deal (they are currently 
signed to Vagrant Records). “That’s a different thing 
entirely,” Stumpf said. “We didn’t start out aiming for the 
rock star life. It’s nice to be left alone to do our thing.”
As for future plans: “We’re in the mode of supporting 
Swimming, so we’ll see what happens,” Stumpf said.


“We generally don’t make plans,” he paused, “which is not 
a business model I recommend!”


Emily Dillinger | Junior Staffwriter


The French Kicks’ show is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday at the Rex 
Theater. Tickets are $12.


French Kicks returns to Pittsburgh
Indie band plays new songs at Rex Theater


music
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When I fi rst saw the title, 
my immediate thought was 
“documentary about the failure of 
mankind to ‘see’ the environmental 
problem.” Let me just say I was way 
off. Baghead is a comedy/horror 
(“horedy?”) fl ick that tells the story of 
four aspiring fi lmmakers who isolate 
themselves in a cabin away from 
the world in order to produce and 
star in a movie together. Stuff hits 
the fan, however, when their main 
antagonist, a guy with a bag on his 
head, starts showing up for real. 
Directed by the Duplass brothers, 
this fi lm has the makings of a cult 
classic, a cult you could start by 
going to see this fi lm.


Jesse Kummer | Staffwriter


Baghead
Thursday, Sept. 25
8 10 12


Speed Racer
Saturday, Sept. 27
7:30 10 12:30


Kung Fu Panda
Friday, Sept. 26
10 12


Here he comes, here comes Speed 
Racer. Don’t you feel like a kid again? 
Well, if not, you can go see this 
unnecessary fi lm version of a classic 
anime about an ambitious young 
racer named Speed who faces action 
and adventure at every “turn,” pun 
intended. This Wachowski brothers’ 
fi nancial fl op faced harsh criticism 
upon release and was even deemed 
“unacceptable” by PETA for a reported 
case of chimpanzee abuse on set. 
But if you like crazily unnecessary 
and possibly seizure-inducing 
graphics, then by all means, see 
this two-hour-and-15-minute picture. I 
mean, what else could you be doing on 
a Saturday night?


A DreamWorks creation that somewhat 
feels like a Shrek rip-off, Kung Fu 
Panda stars Jack Black’s voice as a 
panda who wants nothing more than 
to become a kung fu master, but his 
bumbling panda nature holds him 
back. The movie also signed on several 
other stars to do voice work including 
Jackie Chan, Angelina Jolie, Lucy Liu, 
Dustin Hoffman, and Seth Rogen. I’m 
sure you like one of the aforementioned 
stars enough to want to hear his or her 
voice for $1, so I’ll just leave you alone 
now. Oh, and there’s a sequel coming 
out too, so you don’t want to be left in 
the dark for that, now do you?


Reservoir Dogs
Sunday, Sept. 28
8 10 12


Oh baby. The fi lm that launched 
a thousand ships — and Quentin 
Tarantino’s career — is a must-see 
for fans of every genre of cinema. 
Featuring unbelievable performances 
around the horn and many scenes 
of shocking violence, Reservoir Dogs 
is an unbelievable debut fi lm for a 
director. If you don’t know the plot by 
now, a group of gangsters attempt to 
rob a jewelry store, but death, blood, 
and accusations abound when it is 
believed they were set up. Fun fact: 
No woman is given a line in this fi lm, 
though the two who are credited 
as members of the cast are billed 
as “Shocked Woman” and “Shot 
Woman.”


dollarmovie
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Psychic fair held in Oakland
Mediums, diviners, and astrologers, oh my!
The lights flicker above the crowd, but no one can really be 
sure if it’s an electrical fluke or just the spirits being restless. 
Participants mutter to themselves. Some have first-time 
jitters while others are seasoned veterans, comparing the 
accuracy of previous readings and wondering what this one 
will reveal. Suddenly, a hush falls over the gathering as the 
medium takes his place at the head of the room. All is silent 
for a few moments as he closes his eyes and paces slowly 
back and forth. Then, the reading begins.


Saturday, the Fourth Annual Psychic Fair was in full swing 
at the First Spiritualist Church of McKeesport. Gallery 
readings by medium Gary Miller attracted quite a number 
of people, many curious to see what the spirits had to say 
about them, their futures, and their loved ones. One by one, 
the participants received information about some aspect 
of their lives as Miller listened to what his spirit guides told 
him about each of them.


Sometimes the details were small, like to watch out for an 
accident or a fateful meeting soon to come, and other times 
it seemed like the predictions might span years in advance, 
about future careers and decisions. While no one could 
really say for sure (at least, not yet), the readings seemed to 
have a spooky accuracy.


There were a few participants that hung onto every word, 
nodding as if in a trance, but for the most part, the attendees 
were cautious. Many seemed to have been to quite a few 
psychic gatherings before and they took the predictions with 
a grain of salt. Miller approves. He wants his readings to 
make sense, not to force them on people, or dazzle them with 
parlor tricks. If it does not work out, so be it.


Still, for someone who would not force readings to fit a 
subject, it was shocking how accurate he could be. Out of a 
group of 10 people, only one was unable to get a clear match.


While entertaining and occasionally informative, gallery 
readings were not the only thing that the Psychic Fair had 
to offer. Tables lined the walls, stocked with all manner of 
magical trinkets, Tarot cards, runes, spell books, and various 
pieces of magnetic jewelry to focus energies and encourage 
meditation.


Walking through the rooms, it felt more like a comfortable 
get-together of old friends rather than an exotic show of 
psychic prowess. Every one of the spiritually gifted seemed 
to know each other and was thrilled to be catching up on 
news and personal affairs. Psychics come from all over the 
area to the fair, so this is often the one time a year they 
have to see each other in person. Healers sip green tea and 
amicably chat about how the year’s gone, while astrologers 
comment on the signs of people passing by.


Nestled into the heart of the vendors’ area, across from the 
feng shui table and next to one of the Tarot readers, was a 
small booth garlanded with gemstone necklaces and jars of 
incense. Behind it sat Helen Cheryl Isenberg, ghost hunter.


Isenberg founded the ghost hunting group “Lites of the 
Paranormal” to learn more about ghosts and the afterlife 
following the untimely death of her son, Chris, in 2006. She’d 
been no stranger to the spirit world before that, though.
Ever since the age of 9, she had heard walking upstairs, 


mysterious knocking that couldn’t be traced to any 
source, stereos that would rise to a roar from a dull hum, 
and even had a shadowman in her home. It wasn’t 
just the houses she had lived in; it had seemed like 
everywhere she went, inexplicable things would happen. 
Over time, she learned to live with it, but the death of her 
son gave her more of an open mind about investigating 
the afterlife.


At the Western State Hospital’s fourth floor, an abandoned 
hospital ward for troublesome patients, she recalled one 
such ghost hunt.


As the patients of the ward had been allowed to keep 
their children with them, the children were often bored, 
having nothing to entertain themselves with except a 
long hallway and a skylight. “We played children’s games 
in the halls after dark,” Isenberg said, which allowed her 
group to witness some of these “Fourth Floor Children,” 
as they poked their heads out of doorways to look at the 
games.


Want proof? Isenberg has the photos to show it. And sure 
enough, there they are. A young girl in an old-fashioned 
dress stares forlornly out of a doorway, and a boy drags a 
teddy bear behind him.


Ghosts, she said, are made of “energy,” so they can be 
captured on a digital camera fairly easily, but they need 
to acquire the energy to do this from an outside source. 
By taking the heat out of a room, draining batteries or 
cameras, a ghost can make itself visible. “A really strong 
entity can even suck out the electrical power,” Isenberg 
noted.


The most fulfilling part of being a ghost hunter?


“Communication between an intelligent haunt, where 
you can converse with the spirit,” replied Isenberg. 
While the ghosts do not tend to stick around too long, 
that brief connection with the spirit world makes the trip 
worthwhile.


Still a bit skeptical? Want more proof that ghosts and 
spirits really exist? Head on down to the First Spiritualist 
Church of McKeesport at 809 Locust St. The people are 
friendly, the atmosphere’s welcoming, and hey, who 
knows what you will find?


Alex Yuschik | Junior Staffwriter


Terry Brown | Art Staff
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y Everything you need to know


Dear Joe,


I recently tried out my 
business prowess at the 
BOC. While it’s still too 
early to tell, I think things 
went pretty well. My 
résumé was impressive, 
and several companies 
asked me for interviews. 
I’ve heard these interviews 
can be pretty harsh. Any 
advice on how to maximize 
my chances of being 
selected for an internship?


—Apt applicant at Atwood


Dear Apt,


Congratulations on fi nding 
a few companies that are 
interested in you. Certainly, 
your impressive résumé 
helped get you to where 
you are now. But now what? 
These companies are going 
to ask questions with teeth. If 
you want to avoid bite marks, 
listen closely: Don’t do a 
thing.


That’s right. If you are like any 
other Carnegie Mellon student, 
you probably possess all the 
skills for whatever you are 
applying for. More importantly, 
you also most likely have 
enough stress to crack a steel 
beam. Thus, the only thing 
getting in your way is your 
nerves. Let me suggest a few 
quick cures: Try taking a run 
or swim. Now that Entropy 
has blocked the windows 
from the pool, you can swim 
with comfort. Take a nap after 
classes, or whenever you feel 
like it, for that matter. Spend 
some quality time with friends. 
Avoid those who make you 
feel like the bottom man on 
the Walking to the Sky pole.


When the interview comes 
around, hopefully you’ll be 
relaxed and refreshed. From 
there, just be sure to avoid the 
trap doors. These are usually 
activated by key words, such 
as “raise” or “prison.”


—Regards, Joe
Dear Joe,


Slam! That probably didn’t 
feel too good, did it? It 
seems like every building 
I walk into, someone 
is always ahead of me, 
almost plotting to give 
me a face full of door 
when I try getting in. Can’t 
people hold the door? Is 
the concept of etiquette a 
historical footnote? How 
do I get back at the door 
slammers?


-Closed-minded in Fairfax


Dear Closed,


First off, no, that did not 
feel too good. I get the door 
slammed on me too, so I do 
not appreciate the feeling 
in the comfort of my own 
article.


As for your other questions, 
it seems to me that common 
courtesies such as holding 
doors have gone the way of 
typewriters and ice cream 
that isn’t Dippin’ Dots. 
That doesn’t mean that we 
still can’t practice these 
courtesies. In fact, basic 
economics will tell you that 
because holding doors is 
so rare nowadays, anyone 
who does it will seem like an 
absolute stud. Who knows, 
maybe the next person you 
hold the door for will be a 
breathtaking model with good 
taste in manners.


So maybe I am exaggerating. 
Regardless, fi ght the issue by 
moving forward, rather than 
“getting back.” Even if Miss 
Entrance ’08 does not show 
up from your good deeds, it 
is encouraging to think of all 
those you helped out in the 
process.


—Regards, Joe


Need advice? Send queries 
to advice@thetartan.org.


About interviews and slammed doors
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When science fi ction starts to 
resemble present-day reality, it 
does not take long to realize how 
advanced modern technology 
has become. Medical technology 
is now starting to enable people 
who have lost limbs to wear func-
tional prosthetic ones.


Jesse Sullivan, a man from 
Tennessee, is much like any other 
active grandfather. He is able to 
perform typical daily tasks like 
shaving, dressing, and eating by 
himself. Every now and then, 
he plays catch with his young 
grandson.


However, Sullivan’s story, re-
ported on www.cnn.com, is not 
as ordinary as it seems. Both of 
Sullivan’s arms are prostheses, 
which are substitutes for missing 
body parts. 


After having his arms ampu-
tated because of an enormous 
electric shock, doctors at the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chi-
cago fi tted him with bionic arms 
controlled by nerves in his chest. 
Moments after thinking about 
closing his hand, his prosthetic 
hand closes.


Medical technology like this is 


part of a fi eld of study called bio-
mechatronics, which studies the 
integration of mechanics, elec-
tronics, and biology. 


Most of the research is geared 
toward inserting mechanical 
devices into humans in order to 
facilitate actions or provide ther-
apeutic relief.


A familiar application of this 
science would be the artifi cial 
heart, which was fi rst success-
fully used in 1952.


Bionic arms are more complex 
than artifi cial hearts, as their 
motion is not constant and is 
based on conscious commands 
from the user.


When humans move a limb to 
perform an action, many things 
happen in quick succession. The 
brain sends signals to appropri-
ate muscles in the limb, which 
send feedback information to 
the brain in order to constantly 
adjust the amount of force that 
needs to be applied. Nerves also 
send information to the brain to 
detect the position of the limb. In 
order for limbs to be functional, 
three major components must 
be present: biosensors, control-
lers, and actuators. Biosensors 
are the nerve cells and muscle 
cells, controllers are the brain 


and anything related to nerve 
signaling, like the spinal cord, 
and actuators are the muscles 
that actively move the limbs. 
Biomechatronic limbs have the 
same components. Mechanical 
biosensors detect electrical ac-
tivity through many devices, 
including special kinds of wires 


placed on the skin or electrodes 
directly implanted into the mus-
cles themselves. 


They detect the intention of the 
wearer and send this information 
to the controller. Mechanical sen-
sors, like force meters or acceler-
ometers, relay information such 
as limb position and force.


The controller connects the 
wearer’s muscles or nerves to 
the electronic arm and interprets 
and controls the signals from 
the biosensors as movement, 
which it relays to the actuator. 
The actuator, usually a motor, 
controls the physical movements 
of the device, moving the limb 
or providing force. The concept 
is very simple, but currently, bi-
onic limbs do not provide much 
feedback and cannot truly adapt 
to a varied number of scenarios 
as a real limb can. Researchers 
around the world are working to 
make prosthetic limbs more ac-
curately mimic the complex mo-
tions of real limbs.


At the University of Twente in 
the Netherlands, researchers are 
using cameras and various sen-
sors to analyze walking versus 
standing in healthy people. Re-
searchers at MIT are also studying 
walking and running motions, 
and have developed a lower leg 
called the “Rheo-Knee,” which 
moves based on the viscosity of 
an iron-oil fl uid, making a nearly 
realistic-looking walking motion. 
In the future, researchers hope 
to create biomechatronic limbs 
based on living tissue. Research 
is being done at MIT using liv-


ing frog muscle tissue to power a 
robotic fi sh. Two sets of muscles 
were alternately stimulated by 
electrodes, creating a swimming 
motion. This is the fi rst example 
of a device created using living 
material.


Current applications are very 
important in the military. Many 
soldiers suffer from damaged or 
removed limbs because of ex-
plosions or other wounds. Using 
prosthetics would make life eas-
ier for many war veterans.


Claudia Mitchell, a former 
Marine who lost her arm in a 
motorcycle accident, was the 
fi rst woman to be fi tted with a 
prosthetic arm with the ability to 
“feel” through the hand. Nerves 
above her breast were rewired to 
send signals to the region of the 
brain that usually detects sensa-
tions in the hand. The same was 
done with Sullivan, who can feel 
his hands through nerves in his 
chest. Current problems with 
biomechatronics are infection 
and pain for the user. However, 
modern technology has advanced 
greatly and will only improve. 


In the future, biomechatronics 
might be applied to people not af-
fected by limb loss to make them 
stronger or faster.


How Things Work: Bionic arms


life. I remember missing school 
[and] barely eating. I was sick 
for close to a month.” 


Despite the lasting side ef-
fects, most people infected with 
mono do not have to change 


their routines that much. The 
Mayo Health Clinic states that 
most people will be up and run-
ning within a couple weeks, as 
long as they rest, drink plenty 
of water, and take pain medica-
tion. 


Roommates do not have to 


worry much; the virus is only 
spread via saliva. As long as no 
food is shared, there is no need 
for concern. 


For those who may think they 
have more than a cold, testing is 
available at Health Services in 
Morewood. 


AKANKSHA VAIDYA
SciTech Editor


The confi nes of research labs 
are no longer attractive to just 
professors and graduate stu-
dents. Dabbling in research has 
now also become a part of the 
undergraduate experience. For 
Ross Finman, Ray Barsa, and 
Eric Blood, the Lunar X PRIZE 
project was the perfect way 
to get involved in research. 
As stated in the website of the 
Google Lunar X PRIZE, the X 
PRIZE is an international com-
petition where participating 
teams will compete to send a 
robot to the moon, and trans-
mit images of the moon back to 
Earth. The winning team will 
receive a prize of $30 million.


Barsa, a sophomore mechani-
cal engineering major, said, “It 
was the beginning of my fresh-
man year when I heard about 
the X PRIZE. [I realized that] if I 
were to do research in anything, 
that would be it.” The journey 
started with a class that the 
three took called Advanced Mo-
bile Robot Development, which 
eventually led to their plunge 
into full-fl edged research. Fin-
man, a sophomore ECE major, 
believes that as a fi rst-year, 
there was no better way to be in-
volved on campus. “I’ve learned 
more from this class than I have 
from any other class [or even] 
any combination of classes [that 
I’ve taken],” Finman said. 


While most would believe 
that participating in a project 
mostly run by graduate students 
would be intimidating in the 
fi rst year of college, Finman and 


Barsa never felt left out in the 
group. In fact, they both believe 
that joining the group and in-
teracting with the other group 
members was a great learning 
experience.


Another factor that made 
the two feel comfortable in the 
group was the fact that the proj-
ect leader, robotics professor 
Red Whittaker, was always very 
supportive of bringing in new 
talent. “[Whittaker] doesn’t 
care if you’re a freshman as long 
as you get the job done. That’s 
one of the great things he does. 
As long as you have the ambi-
tion, you can do anything in this 
group,” Finman said. Working 
with the group was also a great 
experience for Blood, a junior 
mechanical engineering major. 
He later applied for a Summer 
Undergraduate Research Fel-
lowship (SURF) and continued 
his work throughout the sum-
mer. 


To apply for the grant, Blood 
had to write a research proposal. 
He also has to present at the 
Meeting of the Minds, an under-
graduate research symposium 
held each spring.  “Most stu-
dents here are very driven and if 
you give them a goal, a lot of stu-
dents will just go and do it, and 
will do it well,” Blood said. The 
SURF provides such a concrete 
goal that students can focus 
on. “I also like the freedom that 
was given with this grant. It was 
kind of like, ‘We trust you, your 
research proposal looks good, 
go show us what you can do,’” 
Blood said.


Although Barsa and Finman 
did not apply for the SURF, 


they also continued working on 
the project over the summer. 
All three worked on different 
aspects of the project. Blood 
focused on dust mitigation sys-
tems for the rover, Barsa worked 
on the mobility of the rover and 
helped in its overall design, and 
Finman was a part of the testing 
group and conducted a number 
of fi eld tests. 


Working on the project was 
no easy task. “[A lot of times] we 
stayed until the wee hours of the 
morning in the MechE cluster 
going over sketches of what we 
would be doing,” Finman said. 
However, as Barsa later men-
tioned, staying up late at night 
and working on the project was 
perhaps one of the most enjoy-
able aspects of the project.


The sheer amount of knowl-
edge they received was very re-
warding. Barsa believes that the 
intensity of the project helped 
him learn a number of skills 
from the graduate students. 
“In this year alone, I think I’ve 
picked up on a lot of the skills 
that they’ve [graduate students] 
picked up over the last couple of 
years,” he said.


Finman plans to continue 
working with the group and 
is now one of the heads of the 
testing team. Barsa, along with 
a few other members of the 
group, recently received a grant 
from NASA. “I’m working with 
a group to study how we can ro-
botically prepare lunar sites for 
when NASA gets [to the moon 
in] 2018 or 2019,” Barsa said. 
Blood, though still interested in 
the group, also wants to explore 
the fi eld of aeronautics.


20 years of undergraduate research
MONO, from A5


BRAIN, from A5


Mononucleosis affects students on campus


Researchers unravel mysteries of the brain


Maria Raffaele/Art Staff


ages correctly 78 percent of the 
time.


Having tested the concept be-
hind their computational model, 
the team began applying it to 
new words. 


They programmed their model 
search a trillion-word corpus of 
text and count the number of co-
occurrences of each of a set of 25 
verbs with each concrete noun in 
an effort to determine which ac-


tions people typically associate 
with each object. 


This data was used to generate 
fMRI images for new objects by 
predicting the level of neural ac-
tivity at 20,000 different points 
within the brain.


The team is currently explor-
ing additional methods of col-
lecting brain image data, such as 
electroencephalography (EEG).


In addition, the team has 
begun to collect fMRI images 
using multiple-word phrases to 


determine how the neural acti-
vation patterns for phrases differ 
from the neural activation pat-
terns for their component words. 


Data has also been collected 
for abstract concepts in an effort 
to expand the team’s research 
beyond concrete nouns.


“One of the next challenges 
that we are in the process of un-
dertaking is understanding how 
the brain represents abstract 
concepts, such as ‘love,’ ‘parent,’ 
and ‘democracy,’ ” Just said.


Students work on Lunar X PRIZE project


BRIAN LEE
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