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Group plans memorial event Mardi Gras-themed
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Pictured above is the Holocaust memorial in Miami, Fla. which symbolizes the millions who died.

MADELYN GLYMOUR
Junior Staffwriter

In a Carnegie Mellon tra-
dition going back nearly 15
years, Hillel and the Depart-
ment of Student Affairs are
organizing a reading of the
names of young Holocaust
victims to be held on March
22. The reading will last 12
straight hours, from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m., and will cover the
names of children who died.
A Holocaust keynote speaker
will follow the reading.

Holocaust names readings
have been held on the Carn-
egie Mellon campus sporadi-
cally since 1997. Anne Witch-
ner, the assistant dean of
student affairs, was involved
in the first reading and is one

of the organizers of this year’s
event.

“The first year 1 did it, I was
astounded,” Witchner said. “I
grew up with many friends
whose parents were in the
Holocaust in my hometown.
So it wasn’t unfamiliar territo-
ry, but it was really moving.”

According to the original
press release, the 1997 read-
ing lasted 24 hours and was
accompanied by speakers, art
installations, a monologue,
and a candle-lighting cer-
emony.

“[The student who orga-
nized the first reading] did
it her senior year, and some-
how, she and a bunch of her
friends really got together,
and it was amazing,” said
Witchner. “They went to [the

Campus Armenian student group
presents historical documentary
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The Armenian Students Association of Pittsburgh shares Armenian history and culture.

VINAY PRABHU

Junior Staffwriter

Celebrating their ancestry
and culture, students of the
Armenian Students Associa-
tion of Pittsburgh organized
an Armenian-themed event
last Wednesday evening in the
Dowd Room of the University
Center.

The event began with a
detailed presentation on Ar-
menian history by Movses
Musaelian, a sophomore
statistics major. Musaelian’s
presentation aimed to narrate
an abridged version of the Ar-
menian nation’s full history,
spanning nearly five millen-
nia.

Musaelian began his pre-
sentation by describing Ar-
menia as a country that is
often caught in the midst of
conflicts among its neighbors.
The nation has survived a
long history of bloodshed and
unrest and yet has thrived as a
cultural melting pot.

The presentation also
covered some aspects of the
pre-Christian kingdom of Ti-
granes the Great — when Ar-

menia saw its borders stretch
from the Caspian Sea in the
east to the Mediterranean in
the west — and the medieval
kingdom of Cilicia, which was
a bastion of the Christian cru-
saders and which, as the pre-
senter pointed out, was to be
pronounced idiosyncratically
in Armenian as “Kili-Kia.”

An important feature of
the presentation was that
Musaelian did not shirk from
touching upon several contro-
versial issues, such as the top-
ics of Stalin’s divide-and-con-
quer tactics in Nakhchivan,
the Armenian genocide of the
early 1900s, the status of the
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic,
and the deep-rooted rivalry
with neighboring Azerbaijan.

When asked by a member
of the audience about the
Russian designs in the South
Ossetia region of Georgia, one
of Armenia’s strongest allies,
Musaelian replied, “Well, we
cannot afford to apply the
same [strategy] uniformly ev-
erywhere. We need to make
compromises as we treasure
our alliance with Russia
deeply.”

The presentation switched
its focus from past history to
the current political and cul-
tural issues plaguing Arme-
nia.

“The neo-liberal economic
policies adopted by the main
political parties [have] led
to the mere creation of a few
hyper-wealthy Russian-styled
oligarchs in Armenia,” said
Musaelian, commenting on
the socio-economic beliefs
and predisposition against
neo-liberal economics that
currently pervade Armenian
politics.

The concluding section
of the presentation focused
on the current geo-political
game being played in the
oil-rich Eurasian Caucasus,
which represents the most
coveted piece of strategic real
estate in the world, according
to global strategists. Musae-
lian addressed the complex
and overlapping interests of
the regional powers — name-
ly Turkey, Iran, and Russia —
which, along with the United
States and Europe, have re-
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Undergraduate Student] Sen-
ate and got money, and got
[a student undergraduate
research grant]. We're really
just recreating that.”

In the past 15 years, orga-
nizations such as Alpha Ep-
silon Pi have run the event,
but the readings have been
much smaller. “We’re trying
to revive it,” said Sarah Pfef-
fer, a senior material sciences
and engineering major, who is
helping to organize the read-
ing.

Witchner had been inter-
ested in recreating the origi-
nal reading for years but held
off until she saw student in-
terest. “It takes students who
want to do it, and Sarah was

See HOLOCAUST, A3

Chef to enter culinary

BRYAN WADE

Junior Staffwriter

Chef Aldo Ramirez, an
executive catering chef who
works for Carnegie Mellon’s
dining service CulinArt, is one
of 10 chefs across the mid-At-
lantic region to be selected to
compete in the National Col-
legiate Culinary Challenge.
Ramirez is the first chef from
Carnegie Mellon to partici-
pate in this event.

This culinary competition
— which is best described
as “the Grammy equivalent
of collegiate food service,”
according to Shelby Cole,
director of CulinArt student
activities — is scheduled to
run March 6-9 at the Univer-
sity of Richmond, in Virginia.
If Ramirez does well, he will
go on to the national compe-
tition, which will take place
later this year.

For the competition, con-
testants will have 75 minutes
to set up, cook, and serve a
recipe of their choosing.

There are additional rules
that make the competition
much more interesting. For
example, there is a required
special ingredient that all
cooks must use in their dish.
In this competition, the man-
datory ingredient is called
Beef Tri-Tip, which is a cut of
beef, similar to sirloin, often
used to make steaks.

Another point of interest
is that the competition is try-
ing to promote healthy eat-
ing. There is a rule which re-
quires that “The entrée recipe
should be nutritionally bal-
anced.” Competitors will be
judged based on criteria such
as cleanliness, organization,
taste, and creativity.

On Wednesday, Ramirez
participated in a trial run
of the preparation session
for the dishes that he will be
preparing during the compe-
tition. He will be competing
with Beef Ménage A Trois, or
beef three-way.

It is named so peculiarly
because it is a combination
of three differently prepared
cuts of beef, each with distinc-

event offers prizes

CHRISTA HESTER
Forum Co-Editor

Campus services host-
ed a Mardi Gras event last
Thursday with food, raffle
prizes, and more in order to
gain feedback about their
products and services from
students. Hosted in Wean
Commons in the University
Center, the event started at 5
p.m. and lasted until 7 p.m.

Students who registered
at the event with their stu-
dent ID cards were given a
map of the different booths
that were set up. They were
then told to go to each booth
and participate in surveys
or answer questions in ex-
change for tokens that could
then be used on some of the
fun activities, like airbrush
tattoos, fortune tellers, and
palm readers.

“The event was fun — a
tall lady gave me a hat,” said
Marcia Solorzano, a junior
mechanical engineer, after a
stilt-walker had given her a
balloon hat. Upon register-
ing, students were also au-
tomatically entered into the
raffle, with prizes ranging
from an iPod to a $250 Visa
gift card.

“Campus services pro-
vides a multitude of prod-
ucts and services to the com-
munity at large. All of these
service providers were rep-
resented at the event includ-
ing ... Copy Centers, Parking
and Transportation Services,
Postal Services, Printing and
Mailing Services, the Univer-

tive flavors. During his trial
run, he had to utilize creative
methods of preparation in or-
der to make the dish within
the allotted time frame.

For example, in one part
of his preparation, Ramirez
filled a glass up with smoke,
using a smoker gun, and put
it over the beef to add flavor
to it in a quick way that would
otherwise take a long time to
do. One might think that the
process of preparing a full
meal in such a limited time
period would appear frantic
and messy. It was quite the
contrary; Ramirez’s style of
cooking was very precise and
methodical.

Although this will be his
first time cooking at the com-
petitive level, Ramirez has
had much cooking experi-
ence.

Ramirez says that he “orig-
inally wanted to become an

sity Center, and the Univer-
sity Store ... as well as FedEx
Office and PNC Bank,” said
the director of campus ser-
vices, Ryan Wolfe.

The theme and structure
of the Mardi Gras event was
designed to bring students
out in a fun and personable
way in order to gain construc-
tive feedback and allow some
of the “less visible depart-
ments like Copy Centers and
Printing & Mailing Services
the opportunity to interact
with students.”

This strategy seemed
to have worked, with over
270 students participating
in the event and over 500
responses to departmental
surveys. With the event, cam-
pus services made an effort
to improve themselves and
strengthen their relations
with students.

“Typically [we] just in-
teract with students to hear
complaints, but this way we
can have a fun and relaxed
way to get feedback,” said
Parking Services Manager
Michelle Porter. Parking Ser-
vices, as well as other campus
service organizations, had
surveys that students could
take on iPads at their booths.
In addition, open discussions
about how to improve certain
services were initiated and
facilitated by departmental
managers.

Many students were sur-
prised by the number of ser-
vices available, as well as the
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challenge

engineer,” but he went into
cooking instead. He started
cooking when he was 15 by
working at his father’s restau-
rant.

Over the years, he has per-
formed many cooking dem-
onstrations, so he will be well
prepared for the competition.
Throughout his career he has
worked at a resort and casino,
and as a personal chef.

He has currently been
working at Carnegie Mellon
for CulinArt for a year, and his
favorite part about his job is
“the variety and challenges.”

All of the recipes that the
competitors are using will
be released to the public. So
if students are looking for
a new beef dish to try out,
they might want to try out
Ramirez’s Ménage A Trois, or
one of the many other pro-
fessional recipes that will be
made available.
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Chef Aldo Ramirez displays his culinary talents.
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students while on break

/5%

Statistically
Speaking

Spring break starts this week for Carnegie Mellon
University. Students are excited for their various vaca-
tion plans, whether they involve traveling to a tropical
resort or just relaxing at home. However, spring break
plans can often be taken too far. Drinking and excessive
partying can all be dangerous factors in a student’s break
plans. Here are some facts about spring break drinking:

average number of alcoholic drinks consumed per day by college

percent of parents that want to stop spring break
marketing that promotes dangerous drinking

percent of college males who were intoxicated daily while on break

40%

percent of college females who passed out at
least once from intoxication during break

Sources: www.alcoholpolicymd.com and
Journal of American College Health

1%
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L ecture

Alienation to Revolution:
Sonali Pahwa

Today at 4:30 p.m.
Gregg Hall (Porter Hall 100)

Sonali Pahwa will discuss
“From Alienation to Revo-
lution: Youth and the Per-
formance of Citizenship in
Egypt.” Pahwa is a lecturer
at Carnegie Mellon’s Qatar
campus and a cultural an-
thropologist whose work in-
cludes research in youth the-
ater, drama therapy, and arts
programs in Egypt.

She has also worked for
Al-Ahram Weekly as a culture
journalist in Cairo.

The Humanities Center
Lectures: Identities in

Conflict
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.
Adamson Wing (Baker Hall
136A)

Mieke Bal, the Royal Neth-
erlands Academy of Arts and
Sciences professor of the Uni-
versity of Amsterdam, will
give a lecture titled “The Rec-
ognition of Migrants Video,
Migration, and Heterotempo-
rality.”

Bal will explore how video
art can give viewers a clearer
comprehension of migratory
culture through analysis of
several video works and the
experience of time.

He will proceed in this
“oblique and dialogic man-
ner because video as an ar-
tistic medium can, arguably,
provide an experiential un-
derstanding of what such a
multi-temporality means.

“The phenomenon I refer
to as multi-temporality: the
experience of it, heteroch-
rony.” The lecture is co-spon-
sored by the Center for the
Arts in Society, the Humani-
ties Center, and the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, as well as a
grant from the Pennsylvania
Humanities Council.

Adam Zaretsky Lecture
March 15 at 5 p.m.
Kresge Theater, College of
Fine Arts

Adam Zaretsky is an art-
ist, court jester, mad scien-
tist, and misbehaving ethi-

Preview

cist working in the world of
bioart. Zaretsky was banned
from leading a workshop
at the 2010 Ars Electronica
Festival where members of
the public would have used
a gene-gun to alter the evo-
lutionary trajectory of other-
wise normal zebrafish.
Zaretsky’s work pulls from
art history, philosophy, sci-
ence, and pop culture in order
to question the very notions
of those categories. Zaretsky
is currently completing his
Ph.D. in art at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute.

The Science of Wisdom:
Stephen S. Hall

March 17 at 4:30 p.m.
Gregg Hall (Porter Hall 100)

Stephen S. Hall will pres-
ent a lecture on the history
of psychology’s exploration
of wisdom and the intersec-
tion of science and society
in books, magazines, and es-
says. His most recent work,
Wisdom: From Philosophy to
Neuroscience (2010), will be
the emphasis of his lecture.

Previous works include
Size Matters: How Height Af-
fects the Health, Happiness,
and Success of Boys — and
the Men They Become; Mer-
chants of Immortality: Chas-
ing the Dream of Human Life
Extension; and A Commotion
in the Blood: Life, Death, and
the Immune System. Several
of his works have received a
“Notable Book of the Year”
acknowledgment from the
New York Times Book Review.

Within his profession, Hall
worked as an editor of the
New York Times Magagzine, in
addition to being a contribut-
ing writer from 1997 to 2000.
His journalistic pieces have
also appeared in the Atlantic
Monthly, National Geograph-
ic, New York, Science, and Sci-
entific American. Hall teaches
science journalism and ex-
planatory journalism at Co-
lumbia University’s gradu-
ate school of journalism and
hosts writing workshops at
New York University’s Carter
Institute of Journalism.
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Corrections &
Clarifications

If you would like to
submit a correction or
clarification, please e-
mail The Tartan at news@
thetartan.org or editor@
thetartan.org with your
inquiry, as well as the date
of the issue and the name
of the article. We will print

the correction or clarifica-
tion in the next print issue
and publish it online.

CAMPUS NEWS IN BRIEF

School of Music presents its
third annual Collage Concert

The School of Music will
present its third annual
Collage Concert on Friday,
March 18 at 8 p.m. in the Sol-
diers and Sailors Memorial
Hall. The concert will feature
a wide variety of composi-
tions to interest the audience.

The concert will feature
the work of more than 300
musicians in their efforts to
showcase the school’s range.

All of the school’s ensem-
bles, orchestras, quartets,
and choirs will participate in
the event. Members of the
faculty who also have posi-
tions in the Pittsburgh Sym-
phony Orchestra will partici-
pate in the concert.

Featured groups include
the Carnegie Mellon Phil-
harmonic, directed by Ron-
ald Zollman; the Carnegie
Mellon Baroque Ensemble,

directed by Stephen Schultz;
the Jazz Vocal Ensemble, di-
rected by Thomas Douglas;
and the Contemporary En-
semble, directed by Zollman.

Robert Page, the Paul Mel-
lon University Professor and
director of choral studies,
will direct the Concert Choir.
Before the concert begins,
visitors can listen to the Pipe
Band outside of the perfor-
mance hall.

For solo performances,
students include Emma
Steele, a junior violinist; Mi-
chael Dee, a senior clarinet-
ist; Nicole Gasse, a master’s
candidate vocalist; Luis Car-
los Hernandez, a master’s
candidate pianist; and Nata-
lie Severson and Vanessa
Young, sophomore and mas-
ter’s candidate harpists, re-
spectively.

Aron Ralston to he speaker
at 114th Commencement

At Carnegie Mellon’s
114th Commencement Cer-
emony on May 15, Aron
Ralston (E ’97) will speak
about his life and his inspir-
ing story of survival.

His story began in April
2003 in a Utah canyon, where
he was trapped for almost a
week by a half-ton boulder.
Faced with this near-impos-
sible situation, Ralston made
the decision to amputate his
right hand and escape. Af-
terward, he rappelled 65 feet
and hiked seven miles to seek
rescue.

His story is the focus of
the movie 127 Hours, starring
James Franco and directed by
Danny Boyle. The movie is
based on Ralston’s New York
Times 2004 bestselling au-
tobiography, Between a Rock
and Hard Place.

Unofficial holiday celebrates campus ‘creepers’

-

At  Carnegie  Mellon,
Ralston majored in mechani-
cal engineering and French
with a minor in piano perfor-
mance.

Ralston was a resident
assistant as well as a mem-
ber of seven honor societ-
ies. Ralston partially credits
Carnegie Mellon’s training
and education with helping
him, in addition to his main
source of inspiration: his
family.

“He turned grave adver-
sity into a learning and teach-
ing experience for all of us. I
know our graduates will en-
joy and greatly benefit from
hearing Aron speak,” said
said President Jared L. Cohon
in a recent press release.
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Worldwide “Creeper Day” was last Wednesday. Especially on Carnegie Mellon’s campus, college students were celebrating by showing off their
“creeping” talents. This was the unofficial holiday’s second year since its establishment, and it has quickly grown in popularity among the world’s

younger generations.

Campus Crime & Incident Reports

Criminal Mischief
Feb. 17, 2011

University police respond-
ed to the Cut for a report that
someone had painted some of
the figures on the Walking to
the Sky statue.

This incident is still under
investigation.

Bike Theft
Feb. 17, 2011

University police received
a report of a stolen bike from
the Hamerschlag House bike
racks.

The bike was registered
with the Carnegie Mellon po-
lice department. No physical
evidence was found on the
scene.

WEATHER

Suspicious Person
Feb. 17, 2011

There was a report of a
suspicious male in the Purnell
Center basement who was
confused and wouldn’t re-
spond to questions.

It was determined that
this incident was related to a
call that the Pittsburgh police
were investigating regarding a
missing autistic teen.

Pittsburgh police were
contacted and the teen was
turned over to them.

Suspicious Activity
Feb. 19, 2011

University police respond-
ed to the sound of breaking
glass coming from the area of
Devon Street, and a university
security guard witnessed peo-
ple running away.

Officers caught up to the
persons involved and ques-
tioned them. It was found that
the one of the actors was un-
der age and under the influ-
ence of alcohol.

One citation was issued.
No damaged property was lo-
cated.

Suspicious Activity
Feb. 22, 2011

Police responded to the
Gates Center for a report of
someone using one of the
public bathrooms as an office
and spending several hours a
day there.

Upon arrival, university
police spoke with the involved
party and a referral was made
to Student Life.

Suspicious Activity
Feb. 23, 2011

ISS workers reported that
someone was whispering to
them through the vent in a
women’s bathroom in Wean
Hall, harassing and frighten-
ing them.

This case is still under in-
vestigation.

Theft
Feb. 23, 2011

Officers responded to the
Gates Hillman Complex for a
report of a theft of an iPhone.
The phone was left unattend-
ed on top of a microwave in a
common area.

This case is still under in-
vestigation.

TUESDAY
High / Low
44 /33

WEDNESDAY

High / Low
46 /25

THURSDAY
High / Low
39/34

/7
oy

FRIDAY
High / Low
44 /40

SATURDAY
High / Low
49/ 36

Source: www.weather.com
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Students organize memorial program

HOLOCAUST, from Al

interested,” she said.

Participants in the reading
will each speak for ten min-
utes. A microphone will be set
up on the Cut, and readers will
use a set of binders containing
a list of children’s names for
reference. “They’re three-inch
binders,” said Pfeffer, “and
every page has a huge list of
names on it. They’re only go-
ing to read children’s names,
but [ hope we can get through
it; it’s so big.”

Witchner and Pfeffer are
inviting prominent students
and faculty to participate,
hoping that they can help the
event grow into a yearly oc-
currence. “As soon as you get
the higher-up people in the
university, I think they’ll come
back every year,” Pfeffer said.

“I do like the idea of grow-
ing it,” said Witchner. “It’s the
kind of thing where maybe
eventually [the Activities
Board] could get involved. I
was the director of student
activities, and there’s all kinds
of tie-ins, things we don’t have
money to bring.”

Witchner would like to get
more students involved in the
future of the event. “[Student

Affairs and Hillel]] wouldn’t
want to do something unless
there was student interest, be-
cause then it takes on a life of
its own,” she said.

In the future, Witchner
hopes that students in art and
design classes could create
installations for the event. If
enough interest is generated,

“A lot of people
are excited
that students
are doing
this...I think it’s
important.”

— Anne Witchner
Assistant Dean of
Student Affairs

programming could be ex-
panded to include discussions
of other genocides.

“One year they did the
reading, and then a group
of students got up and read
names of people who had
recently been massacred,”
Witchner said. “So if that
happens that’s fine, and that

could happen. That’s why we
want to be out in the open
about it, have merit behind
why we’re doing it, and bring
awareness.”

Names readings like the
one Witchner and Pfeffer are
organizing are part of a larger
tradition of Holocaust remem-
brance. The country of Israel
established a national holiday,
Yom HaShoah, known in Eng-
lish as Holocaust Martyrs’ and
Heroes’ Remembrance Day.
According to Hillel’s official
website, “In Israel, a mourn-
ing siren sounds, stopping
all activity; people stand in
honor of those who died. Jews
around the world hold memo-
rials and vigils, often lighting
six candles in honor of the
six million Holocaust victims.
Many hold name-reading cer-
emonies to memorialize those
who perished.”

There is also a strong tra-
dition of remembering the
approximately 1.5 million
children who died in the Ho-
locaust.

Witchner’s son partici-
pated in an act known as
twinning. “What happens is
you can either go to the local
Holocaust center, or if your
city doesn’t have one ... you

[nationally] identify a young
person who died in the Ho-
locaust,” Witchner said. “If
you’re a boy you would find a
boy who died and never had
a chance to be Bar Mitzva-
hed. And then you share that
day with that young person.”
Witchner’s son shared his Bar
Mitzvah with a boy from their
family who died when he was
12.

In Witchner’s experience,
names readings are captivat-
ing. “People will walk by, and
usually people will stand and
just observe,” she said. “Peo-
ple generally, when they know
about [the reading], want to
do it. They’re moved by it.”

Witchner is also glad
to have a way to showcase
Carnegie Mellon students’
compassion.“A lot of people
are excited that students are
doing this,” she said. “Be-
cause, you know, neighbors
hear about Beeler Street and
all of the wild stuff, and I think
it’s great to have this thought-
ful program. It’s small, but I
think it’s important.”

Students interested in
reading or volunteering at the
event are encouraged to con-
tact Sarah Pfeffer at sarahp@
cmu.edu.

Armenian presentation offers cultural insight

ARMENIA, from Al

sulted in an extremely volatile
atmosphere pervading the re-
gion.

The historical presentation
was followed by traditional
Armenian cuisine, hand-
cooked by one of the event or-
ganizers, Alana Yoel, a senior
mechanical engineering ma-
jor. The most popular dish was
the cheese boerag, which Yoel
described as “basically an Ar-
menian version of the Greek
dish spanikopita. The filling
is a blend of cheeses — many

different versions, but I used
a blend of ricotta, mozza-
rella, cheddar, and muenster
— [as well as] parsley, egg,
salt, and pepper.” There were
also Armenian string cheese
and Armenian squash pat-
ties to accompany the Ararat
sour cherry and apricot jams,
which are typical dishes of the
region.

After the presentation,
conversations were hosted by
the other event organizers,
Keghani Kristelle Kouzoujian,
a fifth year senior computer
science major, and Sandra

Kalanyan, a sophomore ar-
chitecture major. They gave
students firsthand accounts
of their experiences of being
part of an Armenian diaspora.
When quizzed about their
desire to visit Armenia in the
near future, the organizers
nodded in unison, comment-
ing how excited they were at
the very thought of revisiting
their homeland.

All of the organizers could
read the Armenian script and
still spoke the language flu-
ently, portraying how they
have remained in touch with
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their ethnic roots and culture.

As the curtains came
down and the event ended,
the attendees seemed to have
learned a lot about Armenian
culture and society.

The documentary and din-
ner was an enriching event
for both those of Armenian
heritage and other students
alike; according to the Arme-
nian Students Association’s
website, “the club is for any
student who is interested in
learning about and experienc-
ing the rich culture and his-
tory of Armenia.”

Event gives feedback
ONn campus services

Alex Webster/Photo Staff

Campus services brought Mardi Gras to campus with its event.

MARDI GRAS, from Al

time dedicated to getting stu-
dent feedback.

“It looks like they put a
lot of effort into [the event],”
said Paul Carboni, a sopho-
more in H&SS. “I came in for
the free food, but it’s actually
a very effective and stream-
lined way of getting feed-
back.”

Campus services are also
working on improvements for
their existing services.

“We were able to talk to
students about these ideas
during the event, including a
new system in the bookstore
that will allow us to host used
textbook classifieds for stu-
dents,” Wolfe said, “as well as
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new websites for Copy Cen-
ters and Printing and Mailing
Services that will allow stu-
dents to submit documents
for professional printing and
copying.”

Wolfe also commented on
how it was “clear that stu-
dents were not fully aware of
all the services available on
campus” and were therefore
not utilizing them to the full-
est extent.

He hopes that events like
this one will increase helpful
interaction between campus
services and students and
generate an awareness of all
the available services, allow-
ing both parties to benefit
from a respectful and com-
municative relationship.
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Obama’s ‘Race to the Top’ education-improvement program stagnates

President Obama might have bit-
ten off more than he can chew during
his administration. Multiple issues
such as the economy, health care, and
the ongoing war have been tackled in
one way or the other. While many of
these issues have taken top billing in
the president’s agenda with hallmark
legislation being passed, the presi-
dent has still tried to ensure that edu-
cation is a top priority. Obama estab-
lished the “Race to the Top” program
in 2009, aiming to improve children’s
education nationwide. The program
awards funds to schools based on a
number of different criteria, includ-
ing “great teachers and leaders, state
success factors, standards and as-
sessments, data systems to support
instruction and interventions the
lowest-achieving school.”

Despite its worthy goals, we take
issue with this program. At first
glance, this is a great program. “Race
to the Top” seeks to solve some seri-
ous issues facing public education in
America, something everyone can
support. Obama’s program has good
intentions, but it fails to actually
solve the educational issues at hand.

Obama has praised his program
endlessly, but without merit. Un-
der “Race to the Top,” only a hand-
ful of states have actually received
any funding. The “Race to the Top”
inspires competitiveness by requir-
ing state schools to fill out a detailed
application before obtaining fund-
ing from the program. According to
CNN.com, rural states were at a dis-
advantage in receiving aid because
they could not gather the resources

Boston’s new app

Though few remember it, iBurgh,
a smartphone application that al-
lowed users to document potholes
on their way to work, was released
last year. While it seemed popular at
the time, with over 3,000 downloads
within its first week of release, it ap-
pears now that the iBurgh has ceased
to exist, leaving Pittsburgh residents
to use the city’s outdated manual pot-
hole reporting website.

We are saddened that this innova-
tive application was only temporary;
we would like to see our city embrace
technology as a solution to its prob-
lems. The forward-thinking mindset

needed to fill out the government ap-
plication. Indeed, the application for
“Race to the Top” was so competitive
and required so many governmental
changes that only 12 states ended up
receiving any aid.

A bigger issue with Obama’s pro-
gram is its vagueness — what exactly
does raising student achievement en-
tail? Furthermore, what is the point
in giving more aid to already innova-
tive and high-performing schools?
The money could be better spent on
schools that have a history of low
graduation rates, low retention rates,
and the like. What this program
should be focusing on is how to help
low-performing schools succeed.

The “Race to the Top” program
also creates serious issues for teach-
ers and faculty administration. The
program encourages states to evalu-
ate teachers in relation to their stu-
dents’ performances. There is a pleth-
ora of reasons why students succeed
and fail academically — reasons that
are completely independent of the
teacher. This type of teacher evalua-
tion seems to put the sole blame on
teachers when their students receive
low scores.

Itis obvious that “Race to the Top,”
like “No Child Left Behind,” has good
intentions. However, there are inher-
ent flaws in the program’s policies
that, no matter what, will not solve
the problem it hopes to address. If
Obama really wants to make improv-
ing education a priority, he needs to
drastically change his approach and
formulate a plan that allows more
struggling schools to receive funds.
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creates union hetween technology and civil services

that brought about the iBurgh app
is a great way to address many of
the complaints Pittsburgh residents
seem to have.

We have but to look to the citi-
zens of Boston, who have set a great
example for such a groundbreaking
new technology. Their idea builds on
the goals of the iBurgh app. The city’s
new app is slated to automatically
detect and report Boston potholes.
Every time a user’s car hits a bump,
his or her phone will be jostled too.
By using the built-in accelerometer,
the phone will be able to detect any
road anomalies and will be able to

automatically transmit the GPS-de-
termined location of the potholes to
the city.

Boston’s new app improves upon
all the downfalls of the iBurgh app,
which included glitches that stopped
the data from being reported to the
city and the absence of a method for
users to track their complaints.

Users who were previously un-
likely to take the time to document
and report every pothole to the city
via the 311 system most likely found
that the iBurgh app required less ef-
fort, but inferior results. However,
the new app being developed in Bos-

ton will not demand user input, and
it is much more likely to be success-
ful.

We believe this new app is an in-
novative and (we hope) glitch-free
step toward more efficient govern-
ment services. Automatic transmis-
sion of civic problems is a great way
for the city to gain input on where it
needs to focus its attention and re-
sources.

The city of Boston is setting a great
example; we can only hope that this
merging of technology and civic ser-
vices will expand to other cities and
to other programs and applications.

Proposed cuts to NEA won't aid government recovering from recession

House Rep. Tim Wahlberg (R-
Mich.) succeeded in passing an
amendment that would cut $20.5
million from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts (NEA) this year,
the largest cut to the NEA in 16 years.
The amendment will work as part of
a larger bill targeting AmeriCorps,
PBS, and the National Endowment
for the Humanities. The government
is targeting these public programs in-
stead of focusing on larger expendi-
tures, such as defense. While sinking
more than $950 billion into military
defense, the government is attempt-
ing to trim down cultural services in
order to stabilize its budget. Wahl-
berg stated that the private sector
should be responsible for arts fund-
ing, and that the focus should be on
building a better economy to allow
that to happen. In the meantime, it
looks as if Republicans want to push
the arts aside for a couple of years
until the federal budget gets back
on track. Democrat Rep. Jim Moran
(Va.) pointed out that Wahlberg’s
amendment would be on top of a
$22.5 million cut to NEA proposed
early last week.

The bill, HR. 1, would almost
entirely eliminate nonprofit arts and

humanities organizations, and force
many larger organizations into fil-
ing bankruptcy or folding. The NEA
serves as the largest grantmaker for
the arts in the United States, and its
current budget is roughly the same as
Canada’s Council on the Arts, despite
the difference in population. Many
of the smaller arts organizations re-
ceive funding through museums and
other local arts programs. With a to-
tal of $43 million cut across the NEA,
many of these museums and pro-
grams would be in danger. Locations
such as the Pittsburgh Children’s
Museum, Carnegie Mellon’s own
STUDIO for Creative Inquiry in CFA,
and programs such as the Pittsburgh
Arts Council have received generous
grants from the NEA and may be in
serious danger of extinction if the bill
is passed.

The arts cuts pale in compari-
son to some of the rejected options,
which included a $1.5 billion cut on
spending on Iraq, the elimination of
the Innovative Research Fund, and
eliminating government sponsor-
ship of NASCAR. It seems that the
proposed cuts to the Defense depart-
ment were all rejected, while many
important organizations came under

attack.

President Obama has threatened
to veto the latest bill, stating that it
will “sharply undermine core gov-
ernment functions and investments
key to economic growth and job cre-
ation.” We hope that his threat turns
into action, as many of us have en-
joyed the great programs that have
been made possible by the NEA.
NEA grants normally require match-
ing funds from non-federal sources,
in an effort to promote partnership
agreements. Many individual events
and artists are frequently sponsored
by the NEA, and these will likely be
much more difficult to accommodate
after the bill takes effect.

Americans for the Arts, a large
national nonprofit organization,
sent out a message urging readers to
take a few minutes to contact both
Senators and House Representatives
about the bill. The group’s website
has links to alerts that can be sent out
to Congress and local media outlets
in an attempt to prevent Wahlberg’s
amendment from passing. The Carn-
egie Mellon School of Art shared this
information with staff and students,
and we urge anyone interested to
take a look and help in the fight.

Editorial Dissent
Celia Ludwinski

In our continuing recession, it is
important to tighten our belts and
sacrifice our luxuries.

Investing in the arts is great for
cultural development while the na-
tion is riding a wave of success. How-
ever, it seems a little extravagant to
spend our money on museums and
performances while the job market,
the housing market, and most of the
economy is in the dumps.

In fact, it seems almost negligent
to use our national budget for su-
perfluous indulgences during these
tough times, especially since it re-
quires that we either neglect oth-
er essential programs or go further
into debt.

I would much rather have a stable
job waiting for me when I graduate
than have government-funded art
programs.

Once our economy is back on
track, it will be appropriate for fund-
ing of the arts to be reinstated. But
for now, this cut seems appropriate
and promises a quicker recovery of
our economy.

Mainstream
media fails
to report on
Libya crisis

Clnal((()L

ANNA WALSH

In mid-February, the Libyan
people, inspired by the successful
revolts in Egypt, took to the streets
to protest Moammar Gadhafi, who
has controlled the country for over
40 years.

Gadhafi’s response to the pro-
tests, however, was far more vio-
lent than anyone had anticipated:
He ordered the military to fire
upon protesters, had them shoot
civilians from helicopters, and
hired mercenaries from neighbor-
ing countries when he couldn’t
find enough Libyan men willing to
slaughter their own people. Pho-
tographs of five-inch bullets, the
same bullets reportedly being used
on Libyan citizens, circulated the
Internet, as did gruesome videos
of the military shooting at protest-
ers.

The mainstream media’s cov-
erage of Libya, however, has in-
cluded none of these images, and
instead of discussing the events
in Libya has focused on other
events. A Google News search
about Libya brings up little about
the conflict. Instead, one learns
from The Washington Post that the
crisis in Libya has sent stocks slid-
ing. The Guardian informs readers
that Gadhafi’s Ukrainian nurse,
with whom he was rumored to be
having an affair, has returned to
Ukraine, and adds that Gadhafi
has a “fear of staying on upper
floors, dislike of flying over water
and love of flamenco.” The New
York Times speculates about the
power vacuum that might develop
if Gadhafi should lose power. None
of these articles includes any in-
formation about what is currently
happening in Libya.

Granted, it may be difficult to
obtain information about the cur-
rent happenings in Libya — Gad-
hafi has barred foreign journalists
from entering the country and
has attempted to place a blackout
on all communications within the
country.

However, a quick search for
“Libya” on social media sites Twit-
ter and Tumblr brings up a pletho-
ra of images, videos, and informa-
tion from Libya, all of which are
valuable primary sources that the
mainstream media doesn’t seem
interested in covering.

The violence in Libya is horrific,
but it is the media’s responsibility
to inform the world of what is hap-
pening. These revolts are history in
the making, yet newspapers seem
more concerned with Gadhafi’s
love life and interests than with
the hundreds, if not thousands, of
citizens that have died because of
him.

Hopefully the Libyan people
will be able to continue relaying in-
formation to the outside world via
social media sites, and hopefully
they know that, despite the fail-
ings of mainstream media, there
are plenty of people working to
gather as much information about
the events in Libya as they can.

Anna Walsh (amwalsh@) is Pillbox
editor for The Tartan.
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Leaders utilize censorship to contain multiculturalism

watn Jenaon

KRISTEN SEVERSON

It is no stretch of the imagination
to say that multiculturalism is impor-
tant to Carnegie Mellon. Our school
strives for diversity on every level
and has had great success. There are
students and faculty from around the
world learning and teaching a variety
of subjects. Multiculturalism is a part
of our school’s identity.

Recently, Prime Minister David
Cameron of Great Britain gave a
speech that essentially stated that
multiculturalism has failed in his
country. France’s President Nicolas
Sarkozy and Germany’s Chancellor
Angela Merkel have echoed similar
sentiments in their own countries.
The most salient point of Cameron’s
speech was that multiculturalism
fails when it is allowed to manifest
itself in disparate communities that
have little contact or connection.

Cameron’s speech wasn’t neces-
sarily intended to be about multi-
culturalism and its advantages and
disadvantages. He was talking about
the problem of terrorism in Britain
and its roots. Cameron argued that
Britain’s codified policy on multi-
culturalism allows for segregated
communities and that British youth
born into these communities may not
feel like they belong. Because there
is no larger sense of a British iden-
tity, these men and women turn to
extremist groups, in what Cameron
calls a “process of radicalization.”

The change he calls for in Brit-
ain is for its citizens to stand against
groups that support Islamic extrem-
ism. He believes it is every citizen’s
duty to protect certain rights: free-
dom of speech; freedom of worship;
democracy; the rule of law; equal

rights regardless of race, sex, or sex-
uality. Any group that has values or
practices counterproductive to these
rights must be stopped. As a start,
he proposes reforms such as ending
public funding of any group that does
not support these rights and promot-
ing English as the language of all citi-
zens.

When I first read the text of Cam-
eron’s speech, I thought it made a
lot of sense. My take-away was that
a country can have many cultures,
but they have to meet certain over-
arching rules. If these rules are not
met, the group will be punished. I
also strongly believe in the impor-
tance of a national identity so that
people feel connected to their fellow
countrymen. I don’t think a country
can function if its citizens feel no
shared ideologies with their neigh-
bors. But recently I've realized how
complex this problem really is. It’s
nice to imagine Cameron’s Britain,
where everyone believes in certain

Nicole Hamilton/Comics Editor
Carnegie Mellon students demonstrate harmonious multiculturalism every day.

freedoms but can have separate cul-
tural identities apart from the larger
national one. In practice it might not
be so easy. Even in the United States
there are conflicts between the na-
tional standard and cultural groups.

For instance, this week in San
Francisco there has been significant
interest in proposing a ballot mea-
sure to ban male circumcision. Let
me be clear that this is not being
voted on and as of now does not have
the required signatures to be brought
to a vote.

But even the idea of banning
circumcision has brought about a
reaction from the Anti-Defamation
League, the local Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council, the Board of
Rabbis of Northern California, and
the American Jewish Committee in
San Francisco. While proponents of
the ballot argue that this is a human
rights issue, the joint statement from
the Jewish community stated that
the initiative “would interfere with

the rights of parents to make reli-
gious decisions for their own fami-
lies.” Proponents of the bill counter
by saying that the practice is male
genital mutilation and propose that
only men over the age of 18 can opt
to have the procedure. Failure to
comply with the regulation would
carry a $1,000 fine.

It’s already easy to see why Cam-
eron’s rules and divisions are more
effortlessly discussed than imple-
mented. A similar measure on a
grander scale was seen in France.
Recently, President Sarkozy pushed
forward legislation that banned the
wearing of burqas or other full-body
robes in public. No religious affilia-
tion was singled out or exempted in
the bill, although some groups, such
as surgical robes for doctors, were
allowed work exceptions. Certain
politicians supported the bill by say-
ing that active citizenship requires
face-to-face contact. However, critics
believe the bill is a manifestation of
Islamophobia in France. So how are
the lines drawn? Do parents have the
right to choose if their son is circum-
cised? Is wearing a burqa truly an im-
pediment to being a French citizen?

As cultures continue to mix, coun-
tries will be forced to address these
questions. What we should remem-
ber throughout this process is that
there is value in multiculturalism:
We see it every day at Carnegie Mel-
lon. You're reminded that there is not
only one way to think about a prob-
lem, not only one way to express an
idea.

So although the questions are
hard to answer and complex, they are
worth considering. Without thought-
ful consideration, cultural identities
will be marginalized or lost. And that
is a loss that everyone would feel.

Kristen Severson (kseverso@) is a
staffwriter and former publisher for
The Tartan.

Activision replaces innovation with repetition in games

o

BRIAN LEE

Let’s talk about how video gaming
used to be. Games were works of art
— they held their own.

They had memorable characters
and engrossing storylines, but most
importantly, they connected us emo-
tionally to a different world that we
could become a part of. For a sec-
ond now, let’s just remember how
we wanted to live in Hyrule, how we
wanted to be in the realm of the Final
Fantasy series, and — even further
back — how we found depth in the
simplicity of Super Mario and Sonic.
What happened?

Technology and video gaming
have an interesting relationship.
Increases in processing power and
graphics capabilities of newer con-
soles have allowed for the creation
of larger, more immersive worlds.
However, it often appears as if these
popular new games have replaced
imagination with technology. In-
stead of a deep story line with multi-
faceted characters, it’s a great depth
of field and multi-faceted textures
that are touted. And with the number

of sequels that have been released in
the past few years, it seems that com-
panies are just squeezing out the suc-
cesses of an older series to the last
penny.

How many games of Call of Duty
do we need to play before we realize
how unremarkable the impact of the
game really was? Granted, it’s fun to
shoot your friends, but that some-
times seems to be the game’s only ap-
peal. Perhaps technology is stepping
on the toes of creativity.

Take Guitar Hero as an example.
What was the number of sequels and
spin-offs? If you answered “more
than enough,” then it comes as no
surprise that Activision has finally
closed the division responsible for the
series after reports of falling sales.
Guitar Hero was once renowned for
its challenge, competitiveness, and
innovative style, but the novelty of
the game declined with increasing
varieties and prices of controllers
and song selections that only seemed
to worsen with each series. With new
sequels and game expansions being
released within the same year, it is
no wonder that the interest in Guitar
Hero began to decline.

Furthermore, Activision has re-
cently announced the revival of Spy-
ro the Dragon — a name that anyone
growing up in the ’90s would recog-

nize. Skylanders: Spyro’s Adventure
is the newest title in the series. So,
great, another sequel that only le

ads us to wonder what the im-
provement will be. Will it be more
polygons, or maybe some interac-
tivity with a sensor bar? Hold on to
these two sensors and flap your arms
to make Spyro fly!

As it turns out, Activision will also
be releasing a line of plastic figurines
that will act as a sort of portable save
file for a player’s character. The play-
er can carry around this figurine and
put it on a stand that will recognize
the save file stored in the figurine and
convert it into a playable character in
the game.

Wait a minute — this seems simi-
lar to something else far more com-
mon. Being able to play as your own
character with your friends without
having to start a new game if you're
not playing on your own system?
Having some sort of save file that can
be accessed anywhere? Aha! These
are just your standard Internet login
accounts, commercialized into plas-
tic gimmicks, with the anticipation
that they would seem like an innova-
tion to video gaming.

Maybe Activision is targeting
younger audiences by combining
video games with toys, but the figu-
rines do not seem to add anything to

the game itself. What fans of gam-
ing don’t want are more components
that may not enhance the gaming
experience. The figurines themselves
say nothing about the game. It could
very well be the most captivating and
enjoyable Spyro game in the series.
But this is a time when technology
does not exactly equal improvement.

There was once a time when vid-
eo games were promoted for their
playability, rather than the auxil-
iary items that one would have to
purchase in order to play the game.
There was also a time when games,
even within a series, had distinct
qualities that made them memora-
ble. Of course, nostalgia is a cunning
troublemaker to the companionship
of memory.

But in the world of video games,
I'd soon trade a tangible object for
another chance to say goodbye to
Saria. Admittedly, we are in an ex-
perimental period in gaming tech-
nology, as we try to bridge interactiv-
ity with video gaming.

It may seem as if companies are
hanging on to older franchises, but
the future of video gaming is some-
thing we will always eagerly antici-
pate.

Brian Lee (brl1@) is a staffwriter and
former SciTech editor for The Tartan.

AmeriCorps
up for cuts

(bt

COURTNEY WITTEKIND

The Appropriations Committee
in the House of Representatives
has recently proposed a slew of
cuts in its budget proposal for the
2011 year. One of these cuts will
eliminate AmeriCorps as a part
of the continuing resolution to
fund the government for the re-
mainder of this fiscal year. Luck-
ily, these cuts are currently only
proposed, and they would have
to be approved by the Senate and
the White House in order to be en-
acted. These proposals, however,
represent an increasing apathy to-
ward national service — an apathy
that I, for one, am disgusted by.

Eliminating AmeriCorps will
not only effectively cripple the
volunteer work of individuals par-
ticipating in the program, but will
also cripple non-governmental
organizations that rely heavily
on the manpower of AmeriCorps
participants. These participants,
who are paid a small stipend to
cover basic housing and food costs,
save organizations from the costs
of hiring employees outside of
AmeriCorps. A recent Wyoming
study published in the Casper Star-
Tribune cited that national service
programs provide $220 million
in direct services to Wyoming an-
nually at a cost of $3.7 million to
the federal government. The study
estimates that if AmeriCorps were
eliminated, 862 jobs would be lost
in addition to more than $850,000
in higher education money.

Like Wyoming, Pennsylvania
also relies heavily on national
service programs. In 2011 Ameri-
Corps will provide more than
3,700 individuals the opportunity
to provide what Americorps.gov
calls intensive, results-driven ser-
vice to meet education, environ-
mental, health, economic and oth-
er pressing needs in communities
across Pennsylvania. AmeriCorps
organizational funding in Pennsyl-
vania generally passes through the
governor-appointed PennSERVE:
the Governor’s Commission of Citi-
zen Service, which in turn awards
grants to nonprofit groups to re-
spond to local needs.

In Pittsburgh, AmeriCorps
participants are actively working
in education, health, and com-
munity-building organizations
across the city. Pittsburgh Ameri-
Corps programs include KEYS
Service Corps, Pittsburgh Health
Corps, Public Allies, JumpStart
and Literacy*AmeriCorps — all
of which would be affected nega-
tively by the elimination of the
national program. Funding cuts to
AmeriCorps, which would lead to
the eventual end of the program,
will severely damage the state of
service in our nation. Potential
participants and the organizations
they would work with will be ren-
dered useless by funding cuts.

Courtney Wittekind (cwitteki@) is
a contributing editor for The Tartan.

Spring break is coming up. So we asked,

What'’s your dream vacation?

Taegyun Kim
CS
Sophomore

“I"d go on an island in the Pacific
Ocean.”

Miki Bentz
Information Systems
Junior

“Germany!”

Rintaro Sato
H&SS
First-Year

”

“Either Cuba or Cancun.
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Yannick Sauter
Physics
Junior

“I"d go ski in Colorado!”

A PERSON’S OPINION

Compiled by Alexandre Kaspar

Lindsay Kelly
Policy and Management
Sophomore

“I want to go sand surfing in
North Africa.”
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HOW THINGS WORK

TSA scanners use electromagnetic waves for detection

NIHARIKA SINGH
Staffwriter

The controversy over the
new Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) scan-
ners has recently been a popu-
lar topic of conversation on
many news networks and in
newspapers, and opponents
claim that the new scanners
are too intrusive, even for air-
port security. However, many
of these discourses fail to ad-
dress how exactly this tech-
nology works. Social ramifica-
tions aside, the new scanners
are the result of the $42 bil-
lion the TSA has spent on up-
grading security over the past
10 years.

The new scanners, offi-
cially called the Advanced
Imaging Technology (AIT),
purport to make the jobs of
the TSA employees easier by
revealing if the person being
scanned has any potentially
dangerous objects concealed
on their person. This is useful
to the people doing the scan-
ning, as they have to spend
less time individually check-
ing each person, and the com-
puter is more accurate than

HEALTH TALK

humans. The main point that
critics of this technology like
to raise is that such a device
is an invasion of people’s pri-
vacy; the scanners can show
people without their clothes,
information some people feel

The scanners
accomplish
[their]
objectives using
two main types
of machines:
the millimeter
wave unit and
the backscatter
unit.

uncomfortable sharing. The
scanners accomplish these ob-
jectives using two main types
of machines: the millimeter
wave unit and the backscatter
unit.

The millimeter wave unit,
which resembles a gray cage,
uses high-frequency radio
waves to accomplish its task.

These waves are bounced off
the body of the person being
scanned to create a three-di-
mensional image on the com-
puter.

The backscatter units in-
stead bounce low-level X-rays
off the body to create an im-
age on the computer. The
milllimeter wave unit creates
pictures that look like fuzzy
photo negatives, with ghost-
ly gray pictures visible on a
black background. The back-
scatter units produce white
drawings with faint etchings
to show features on a gray
background. Both these pic-
tures can help TSA employees
identify if the person in ques-
tion is attempting to carry po-
tentially dangerous items on
to the plane.

The TSA has not been deaf
to the complaints people have
raised over these technolo-
gies, which is why it has been
trying to calm the public by
establishing measures to
make sure people’s privacy is
not invaded.

First, it assures passengers
that the pictures are not saved
after the person has been
scanned. Second, it has begun

testing new technology that
eliminates the need for TSA
employees to have to look at
the images individually. In-
stead, this technology uses
a generic human silhouette

to pinpoint where a person
might have harmful objects
stored or hidden. The comput-
er is given the ability to look
for the harmful objects in-
stead of the human employees

Adelaide Cole/Art Editor

having to look at each picture.
If the technology using
generic silhouettes reaches
widespread popularity, it
might ease some of the con-
troversy that has been raised.

Caffeine addiction fo

COURTNEY CHIN
SciTech Editor

It’s midterm season again,
and with these special two
weeks come countless hours
spent in the library trying to
memorize facts, such as which
Chinese dynasty most exalted
Daoism or which conforma-
tion results in the least ring
strain for cyclohexane. To
partake in such fun studying
activities, one may also need
an intake of caffeinated bever-
ages. Modern technology
and lax FDA regula-
tions have allowed
a flood of new
energy drinks
to enter the
market, so
instead of
simply

SCITECH BRIEFS

drinking coffee, one can also
drink energizers that promise
insomnia for a full two days.
However, one must proceed
with caution to avoid becom-
ing reliant on the core ingre-
dient of these beverages: caf-
feine.

Caffeine addiction is a seri-
ous and often-ignored prob-
lem of many students who
have rigorous work sched-
ules or just like staying up

playing video games. The
withdrawal symptoms alone
are cause for concern and can
negatively alter one’s behav-
ior, and according to medi-
cinenet.com, substance de-
pendence involves a build-up
of the body’s tolerance, with-
drawal symptoms, excess con-
sumption, and failed efforts to
cut down usage, among other
factors.
Caffeine consumption has
been around for thousands of
years, although not in the
forms we are used to
today. Caffeine is a
chemical found
naturally in
cocoa (be-

lows same pattern

tween 30-50 milligrams (mg)
per serving) and coffee beans
and tea leaves (anywhere
from 80-120 mg, depending
on the type and brew inten-
sity). In contrast, most sodas
have the same amount of caf-
feine as cocoa, while energy
drinks such as Red Bull and
Monster contain 160 mg for 16
ounces. In its purest form, caf-
feine is a white powder with
a unique taste, and is often
found in sodas such as Coke
or root beer. The health web-
site livestrong.com suggests
that caffeine has been around
since 3000 B.C., when the
Chinese emperor Shen Nong
discovered the art of brewing
tea, and Aztecs drank coffee
during the 1500s. Coffee be-
came the drink of choice for
British colonists in America
when they refused to drink
tea after the British passed the
Tea Act in 1773.

According to WWW.
medicinenet.com, the caffeine
in these drinks is absorbed

into the body’s nervous sys-
tem after 30-45 minutes
and is good for a three-hour
spike in energy and men-
tal alertness. There are re-
ceptors in the brain which
bind with a chemical called
adenosine, which causes
drowsiness and induces sleep
when active. The chemical
makeup of caffeine is similar
to that of adenosine, so when
caffeine is absorbed into the
body, it binds with the ad-
enosine receptors to block this
process from occurring. As a
result, one’s brain operates
more quickly and induces the
pituitary gland to release epi-

as heroin

nephrine — more commonly
known as adrenaline — which
is a hormone and neurotrans-
mitter known for the “fight-
or-flight” effect on one’s body:
increased heart rate and blood
pressure, dilated pupils, and
tightened muscles according
to www.howstuffworks.com.
There is also an increase in do-
pamine, a hormone known for
stimulating the pleasure cen-
ters of the brain. These effects
explain why one often feels
awake but also nervous or anx-
ious after consuming caffeine.
After repeated consumption of
caffeine, one’s body begins to
add more adenosine receptors
to compensate; one will re-
quire more and more caffeine
intake to achieve the same
alertness and concentration.
This is the body’s way of build-
ing a tolerance, and the first
step to becoming a caffeine
addict.

After the body has pro-
cessed the caffeine and the ef-
fects wear off, usually after six
hours, one may begin to expe-
rience withdrawal symptoms,
which include fatigue, dizzi-
ness, headaches and a sour
mood. Caffeine is also a di-
uretic, meaning one will need
to urinate more frequently,
which results in dehydration.

Many experts have com-
pared caffeine addiction to
substance abuse. After all,
caffeine binds to receptors in
the brain to create an artificial
reaction and engineer various
chemical releases; drugs such
as heroin or cocaine follow
the same process. However, to
overdose on caffeine, one will
need to consume around 100

addiction

cups of coffee in a single day, a
feat which seems humanly im-
possible. Although an article
from howstuffworks.com sug-
gests that around 90 percent
of adults consume a caffein-
ated beverage every day, one
must also consider the health
ramifications in the short run.

Although coffee can have
negative short-term side ef-
fects, an 18-year study done
by Harvard University in
2001 suggests that daily cof-
fee consumption (generally
black, with little to no cream
or sugar) decreases one’s risk
of diabetes by approximately
9 percent. After compiling re-
sults from over 130,000 vol-
unteers, Harvard researchers
have concluded that there are
no serious health effects in the
long run. Harvard’s website
suggests, however, to not dis-
regard all caution for caffeine
intake: “Often people think of
coffee just as a vehicle for caf-
feine. But it’s actually a very
complex beverage with hun-
dreds and hundreds of differ-
ent compounds in it. Since cof-
fee contains so many different
compounds, drinking coffee
can lead to very diverse health
outcomes.”

Although caffeine can be
alluring to the struggling col-
lege student by offering pow-
ers of beating drowsiness and
increasing mental acuity, one
should not become depen-
dent on such a drug. For those
who wish to cut down their
consumption, the best way is
to slowly decrease usage and
have the willpower to use al-
ternative methods of finishing
work.

Facebook quickly
disables ‘Breakup
Notifier’ app

An application released on
Feb. 20 which informed Face-
book users when a chosen
friend changed their relation-
ship status was shut down by
Facebook just three days later.
The social network contact-
ed the application’s creator,
Dan Loewenherz, 24, and in-
formed him that although the
application was not breaking
any Facebook policies, it re-
ceived very strong negative
feedback from users. While
Facebook continues to look
into the situation, Loewenherz
is confident the social network
will lift the ban on his app.

Source: PC World

Cell phone usage
affects brain
activity

The National Institutes of
Health recently published re-
sults showing that a 50-min-
ute cell phone call alters brain
activity. The study involved
47 volunteers who received
two brain scans: one in which
a cell phone was attached to
the participant’s right ear,
and one that was phone-free.
The scans involving the phone
showed an average increase in
the rate of glucose metabolism
— a proxy for brain activity —
of 7 percent. These findings
show that the brain is sensi-
tive to cell phone use, but do
not determine if the effects are
harmful.

Source: USA Today

Moderate drinking
associated with
healthiness

A study from researchers
at the University of Calgary
shows that having an alcoholic
drink every day may contrib-
ute to cardiac health, though
excessive drinking will still
lead to harmful consequences.
The findings show that mod-
erate drinkers are 14 to 25
percent less likely to develop
cardiovascular disease than
those who abstain from drink-
ing. Moderate drinkers also
had more heightened levels
of high-density lipoprotein, or
“good” cholesterol, than non-
drinkers. These findings indi-
cate that drinking in modera-
tion may have health benefits.

Source: Time Magagzine

New drug attacks
main cause of
cystic fibrosis

There is now a new drug
on the market to combat cystic
fibrosis, the disease associated
with a buildup of thick mucus
in the human digestive tract
and lungs. Vertex Pharma-
ceuticals of Cambridge, Mass.
performed a study in which
161 people with cystic fibrosis
showed that when combined
with one other medicine,
VX-770 helped improve lung
functioning by about 20 per-
cent. Rather than attacking
the symptoms of the disease
like drugs in the past, VX-770
attacks the defective protein
called the cystic fibrosis trans-
membrane regulator, the main
cause of cystic fibrosis.

Source: New Scientist

Space shuttle
Discovery makes
final launch

The space shuttle Discov-
ery successfully launched its
39th and final flight on Thurs-
day. Within one hour before
takeoff, problems arose with
an Air Force tracking system
computer that caused many
to doubt the launch. With
about five minutes left before
launch, the problem was suc-
cessfully repaired, and the
shuttle launched with only
three seconds left in the day’s
launching window. The space
shuttle delivered supplies and
equipment to the Internation-
al Space Station three days
later.

Source: The New York Times

Researchers create
the world’s smallest
computer

Researchers at the Univer-
sity of Michigan have created
the “first true millimeter-scale
complete computing system,”
according to a professor at
the university. The computer
covers just the “N” letter on
a penny. With a solar cell, it
can reach full power in just
1.5 hours of sunlight or in
10 hours of indoor light. The
computer was built to monitor
eye pressure for glaucoma pa-
tients, but the technology has
other applications like moni-
toring pollution, performing

surveillance, and tracking
structural integrity.
Source: MSNBC

Compiled by

DANIEL TKACIK
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2010 Dickson Prize in Science
David A. Tirrell

Ross McCollum-William H. Corcoran Professor of Chemistry and
Chemical Engineering, California Institute of Technology

Monday, March 21, 2011
AWARD CEREMONY AND LECTURE

Reinterpreting the Genetic Code
4:30 p.m.
Mellon Institute Auditorium, 4400 Fifth Avenue

Reception follows immediately in the fourth floor lobby, Mellon Institute.
These events are free and open to the public.

www.cmu.edu/dickson-prize

The Dickson Prize
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Carnegie Mellon University

SPORTS COMMENTARY

NFL lockout dead

JEREMY KING
Staffwriter

What will the late months
of 2011 and early months of
2012 be like if there is no foot-
ball to be watched?

Unfortunately, if NFL own-
ers and players do not figure
out a collective-bargaining
agreement (CBA) before
March 3, NFL fans across the
country could witness the
NFL’s first play stoppage since
1987. With limited progress in
talks between the NFL Players
Association (NFLPA) and the
league owners, it seems al-
most inevitable that we could
be on the edge of our seats
this whole summer, wonder-
ing whether or not our team
will be on the field starting in
September.

The most baffling dis-
agreement between the NFL-
PA and the league owners is
the argument over whether
or not there should be 18 reg-
ular-season games instead of
the normal 16 games that are
currently scheduled.

The owners and Commis-
sioner Roger Goodell seem
convinced that the NFL will
greatly benefit if the season is
prolonged to 18 games, giving
fans more of what they want
and, of course, creating more
revenue.

However, Goodell has also
stressed the importance of
player safety this past year,
which makes for a bit of a
predicament. If Goodell is
so much for player safety, he
wouldn’t be pushing for an ex-
tra two games that the players
have to go all out for. Just this
past season, the New Orleans
Saints were down to their
fifth-string running back in
the playoffs, putting them at a
severe disadvantage. In such
a high-contact sport, adding
more games is anything but
caring for “player safety.” It
doesn’t take a rocket scientist
to know that.

Although the push for 18
games may be the most baf-
fling of the arguments, the
whole collective-bargaining
agreement is based on both
the revenues that the owners
make and the salaries that
the players make. The NFL
estimated $9 billion in rev-
enues last year, and the split
of the revenues seems to be
the main disagreement be-
tween the two sides. It seems
as if the owners are asking for
a much greater proportion
of the revenues than the last
CBA detailed, which is obvi-
ously meeting heavy resis-
tance from the NFLPA.

Since the sides have such
distinguishable differences,
the NFLPA and owners have
agreed to have a U.S. Con-
gress mediator become the
“messenger” for the two sides.
Just yesterday, the mediator
came out and was fairly pessi-
mistic about the talks, saying
that there was some progress,
but not enough to get a deal
done by the end of the week
— which is when the owners
will either lock out the play-
ers or the player union will
decertify. That would prevent
the owners from locking the
players out and essentially
continue on with the season.

Other than the grave state-
ment from the mediator, we
have not heard much from ei-
ther side of the negotiations,
most likely because of all the
media hype it has already
garnered. People are tired
of hearing that negotiations
were contentious, or that the
two sides are no closer than
they were the week before.

So, what will those foot-
ball months be filled with if
football is locked out? Major
League Baseball would defi-
nitely be “happy,” consider-
ing that the MLB playoffs
happen during the NFL mid-
season point, which defi-
nitely increases the number
of viewers. For the fan who

CMU STUDENTS
YOUR DRINK IS ALWAYS FREE

(with valid Student ID)

INne draws near

likes contact, you may have to
settle for some Arena Football
League, or you may even have
to watch a different sport, like
hockey.

Not only does a lockout
provide a huge problem to
the fans, but it obviously has
a greater effect on players.
Coaches will not be allowed to
be in contact with anyone on
their teams during a lockout,
hence leaving the responsibil-
ity of “offseason practices” to
the captains of their respec-
tive teams.

Just last year, New York
Jets quarterback Mark San-
chez organized a “Jets West”
camp in California, which al-
lowed him to get to know his
wide receivers better in an ef-
fort to continue his growth in
the passing game.

However, a potential lock-
out will not only affect train-
ing camps during the summer,
but also players who are being
drafted in 2011 along with the
2011 “free agent class.”

Depending on the length
of the lockout, the rookie
class will have to wait until
they sign big salaries, which
is always a high risk for a
bust. Also, those who are free
agents will almost surely be
signed to one-year contracts,
because there will be a short-
ened free agency period once
an agreement is reached.

The NFL lockout could be
the biggest thing to happen
in sports since Lebron James
decided to take his talents to
South Beach. Not only this,
but the NBA and MLB also
seem to be working on new
CBAs at the moment, and it
does not seem too optimistic
that the NBA will be able to
agree with any association on
any financial prospect.

Here’s to hoping that we
don’t have to eat our chips
and salsa while watching the
first season of Roseanne in-
stead of Week 1 of the NFL
regular season.

Join us before or after the game! At Qdoba, we believe
people with great taste deserve food that tastes great.
Inspired by our passion for fresh ingredients, our menu
offers a variety of innovative flavors. At Qdoba, there’s
always More To Explore™.

FOR PITTSBURGH METRO LOCATIONS NEAR
YOU, VISIT: www.qdoba.com

*Offer valid at listed location only. Must show valid student ID card.Not valid

with any ather discounts or coupons. ‘Qdoba’ and ‘(Qdoba Mexican Grill* are
registered trademarks of the (Qdoba Restaurant Corporation ©2010.

Qdoba

MEXICAN GRILL
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FAST FACTS

Golf

Spring Training Trip

Next Game: March 6-11 @ Naples, Florida

Swim and Dive
Next Meet: NCAA Champioqships
Marc_l_l 23-26 @ Klfvaille, Tennessee

Tennis

#1 MEN’s
Next Match:

March 19 vs Walsh University

#8 WOMEN's
Next Match:

Friday @ Indoor Nationals

Track and Field

Next Meet: NCAA Indoor Champlonshlps

Friday @ Columbus, Ohio

Intramural Registration

Softball — March 15
Tennis Doubles — March 16
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The Cutoff
Almost the

JONAS ALTMAN-KUROSAKI
Assistant Sports Editor

Spring training games be-
gan this past weekend, giving
fans a teaser of events come
April.

Some games were even
broadcast by teams’ local sta-
tions, making them feel even
more real.

As a Mets fan, it was nice
to hear Gary Cohen, Keith
Hernandez, and Ron Darling
— the best broadcast team in
baseball (as agreed upon by
ESPN.com) — getting back to
narrating games again.

As a baseball fan in gener-
al, of course, it was just nice
to see nine uniformed play-
ers on a diamond and a guy
in a different uniform at the
plate.

Spring training games are
a time for recently injured
stars to prove they’ve still got
it, for backups to shine, and
for Oliver Perez to show he’s

Man:
real thing

also a time for teams to show-
case their rising stars.

For a top prospect like the
Braves’ Freddie Freeman, it’s
a chance to reward his team’s
faith and give them confi-
dence in their decision to
make him an everyday Major
Leaguer.

For other top prospects,
like the Nationals’ Bryce
Harper, it’s a chance to beat
their teams’ expectations
and force their way onto the
Opening Day roster.

For the fans, it’s a chance
to see all that develop right
before their eyes.

That said, much of the
excitement of spring train-
ing games stems solely from
the fact that they are indeed
baseball games — Major
League games being played
between Major League teams
by Major League (and Minor
League) players.

For the true baseball fans,
spring training games are like

Unfortunately, though, reports
indicate that upon finding out
that he’d lost Adam Wainwright
to surgery, Tony La Russa did not
continue the prequel analogy by
screaming, “Noooo!”

not a complete waste of the
$12 million remaining on his
contract.

Chipper Jones, who had
initially planned on retiring
at the end of 2010 before a
season-ending injury, will
use spring training as a gauge
of how ready he is for one
more go-round.

Carlos  Beltran, Jose
Reyes, and pretty much the
rest of the Mets’ roster will
use spring training to prove
that they are healthy and rid
of their many ailments.

Justin  Morneau, who
missed most of the Twins’
surge to the playoffs at the
end of last season with a con-
cussion, is no doubt eager to
show that he’s finally fully re-
covered and free of any post-
concussion symptoms.

Unfortunately,  though,
proving that you are healthy
during the spring doesn’t do
anything to prove that you
can stay healthy throughout
the regular season.

Spring training games are

the Star Wars prequels.

They are, for the most
part, entertaining, they
showcase what happens
before the things we really
care about happen, and they
are hyped up to be far more
awesome and important than
they end up being.

Sorry, journalists, no
spring training game will ever
have a playoff atmosphere,
even if it's Red Sox-Yankees
after the 2004 playoffs.

Unfortunately, though, re-
ports indicate that upon find-
ing out that he’d lost Adam
Wainwright to surgery, Tony
La Russa did not continue the
prequel analogy by scream-
ing, “Noooo!”

As a Mets fan, T'll be
watching these spring spec-
tacles, scouring for positives
and excitement and eagerly
awaiting Opening Day.

When I can begin watch-
ing A New Hope, The Mets
Strike Back, and Return of the
Collapse. Oops, I mean, Play-

offs.

Sports

Women’s tennis tnumphs over Kenyon

JEREMY KING
Staffwriter

This past Saturday, the
Carnegie Mellon women’s
tennis team took on the Ke-
nyon Lords at Kenyon Col-
lege in Gambier, Ohio. The
Tartans, ranked No. 8 in the
nation, started off quickly
as they caught the Lords off
guard with their intensity. At
the end of the day, none of the
Carnegie Mellon women lost a
match, and the team members
went home feeling good about
themselves after their last
match before the all-impor-
tant Indoor Nationals, which
starts next weekend.

In the indoor athletic
sports complex at Kenyon,
the first doubles team of ju-
niors Laura Chen and Court-
ney Chin got Carnegie Mellon
on the scoreboard, handling
their opponents easily with
a score of 8-1. The reunited
team of senior Jennifer Chui
and sophomore Alex Tapak
put the Tartans up 2-0 with
another routine win, until
Carnegie Mellon completed

the sweep as the third doubles
team of junior Cze-Ja Tam and
senior Ashley Herrick posted a
methodical 8-5 victory.

With the 3-0 lead going
into singles, the Tartans were
able to relax and play their
best tennis. After fighting
through a tough first set, Chen
was able to pull out the first
singles win for the Tartans by
the score of 7-5, 6-1. With all
the momentum in their favor,
the women won every match,
with singles wins captured by
Chin, Tapak, Chui, and Tam.
Also winning at the sixth sin-
gles spot was first-year Madi-
son Rabson, who fought in the
closest singles match, winning
the ninth victory in a match
tiebreaker.

From here, the Tartans
will travel to Gustavus Adol-
phus College next weekend,
March 4-6, for the annual ITA
Indoor Championships. Just
two years ago, this team took
home a surprising first place,
which got the team to as high
as No. 2 in the nation. With
a convincing win under their
belts, the Tartans are look-

File Photo

Senior Jennifer Chui hits a serve during a singles match.

ing to make some noise in the
tournament with their deep
lineup and great team chem-
istry.

Editor’s Note: Courtney Chin is
SciTech editor for The Tartan.
Alex Tapak is Sports editor for
The Tartan.

Men's tennis falls 6-3 to Kenyon on the road

41 19
ot

File Photo

Senior Alex Nemerov hits a backhand during a match.

COURTNEY CHIN
SciTech Editor

The No. 8 Carnegie Mellon
men’s tennis team traveled to
Gambier, Ohio to take on the
No. 12 Lords of Kenyon Col-
lege last Saturday, but fell 6-3
after missing the opportunity
to clinch a few vital matches.
The Lords also had home court
advantage, with dozens of fans
yelling and rattling the stadi-
um after each point the Lords
won. This match puts the Tar-
tans at 7-5 for the season.

The first point the Tartans
won was from the No. 3 dou-
bles team of sophomore Har-
sha Rao and sophomore Jooho
Yu, who topped Kenyon’s Kevin
Ye and Jake Matthews 8-6. At
No. 1 singles, senior Alex Nem-
erov rebounded after losing
the first set 6-2 to win the next
two 6-3, 6-2.

Both junior Jeremy King
and Yu put up fights during

their respective matches, but
lost in three sets. The final
point came from Rao, who
handily beat his opponent 64,
6-2.

Another honorable mention
goes to Yu, who came within
two points of taking down the
Lords’ Austin Griffin, losing
6-4, 3-6, 10-8.

“We beat them last year, but
then again both our teams lost
two vital people from our line-
ups,” Nemerov commented.
“If we had been playing a bit
sharper then we could have
won, but that’s just something
we need to work on during
practice. We have the rest of
the season to redeem our-
selves.”

The Tartans will play their
next dual match at home
against Walsh University on
March 19 at 10 a.m.

Editor’s Note: Jeremy King is a
staffwriter for The Tartan.

Women’s basketball struggles in last game

MAX GORDON
Staffwriter

The Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity women’s basketball
team lost its final game of the
season on Saturday, 65-40,
to the Spartans of Case West-
ern Reserve University. The
game was close early on, as
juniors Nicole Vaccarella and
Jen Larsen both knocked
down three-pointers within
the first ten minutes of the
game.

Unfortunately, Case be-
gan to pull away as the first
half came to a close, with the
halftime score favoring the

Spartans, 30-17. Junior Jacki
Cortese said of the first half,
“We had a good defensive first
half, but we couldn’t put the
ball in the basket.” This early
lead by Case proved to be in-
surmountable as the Tartans
failed to come back in the sec-
ond half. The women end the
season 2-23 overall and 0-14
in University Athletic Associa-
tion (UAA) play.

Even in the loss, the Tar-
tans got strong performances
from sophomore Emily Peel
and juniors Jacki Cortese and
Jen Larsen. Peel had eight
points, four rebounds, and
two steals. Cortese recorded

eight points, while Larsen also
had eight points, including
two three-pointers. All three
of these women have had solid
seasons for Carnegie Mellon;
Jacki Cortese led the team in
points (11.7 per game) and
was second in rebounds (5.8
per game), Emily Peel led the
team in rebounding (6.3 per
game) and was second in scor-
ing (11.2 per game), while
Jen Larsen was second on the
team in making three-pointers
with 16 on the season.

The Tartans also saw strong
play all season from first-years
Gina Tudi and Jacquie Shaw,
giving the women’s basketball

program something to look
forward to in the future.

The Tartans didn’t meet
their expectations this season,
but fortunately there is much
promise for next year, as the
team didn’t have any seniors
and can build on a strong core
of younger players.

Cortese summed up the
season in this way: “We were
a bit of a young team this year,
so now everyone has some
experience under their belts,
which is good.” This experi-
ence will make the 2011-12
season more successful for the
Tartans, as they will turn this
year’s lessons into wins.

ATHLETE PROFILE

Soleil Phan sets

goals for her bright future
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ALEX TAPAK
Sports Editor

First-year Soleil Phan
" has certainly made quite
a splash this season on
he varsity swimming and
iving team. Phan hails
from Irvine, Calif., and
chose Carnegie Mellon
because it was the best of
both worlds. “I loved the
academic rigor it offered
and, at the same time, I
really wanted to swim at a
competitive [Division III]
school,” she said.

She has yet to decide
her major but is looking to
pursue something in the
realm of public relations.

Phan’s season high-
lights came from the an-
nual training trip to Miami
and the 200-yard indi-

vidual medley swim-off
at the University Athletic
Association (UAA) Cham-
pionships. It was a swim-
off for the eighth-place
spot at finals later that
afternoon, about 40 min-
utes after her first swim.
“I honestly didn’t know
if I was going to do well
and beat my opponent,”
Phan remarked. When de-
scribing the event, Phan
said, “During the swim,
I thought she had me be-
cause she pulled ahead
on the backstroke and the
breaststroke leg, but on
the last freestyle turn go-
ing home I felt like I could
catch her, and I did. The
time I swam [2:06.24]
would’ve landed me first
place going into finals and
qualify me for NCAAs.

Hopefully at NCAAs I can
have the same type of per-
formances!”

Phan enjoys being part
of the swimming and div-
ing team because she likes
the mental and physical
test of the sport and the
unconditional support of
her teammates.

In future seasons, Phan
would like to make the fi-
nals at NCAAs with a time
under 52 seconds in the
100-yard freestyle, a time
under 1:52 in the 200-
yard freestyle, and a time
under 55 seconds in the
100-yard butterfly.

Lastly, she would like
to have one relay team
beat Emory.

Phan will compete in
NCAAs March 23-26 in
Knoxville, Tennessee.
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Plain White T’s keep things cozy

The band’s recent performance was intimate, music-focused

Plain is boring. White is safe. Tees are never in
vogue. But when you put those three together,

you get the Plain White T's, who are anything but
boring, safe, and unfashionable. The Plain White T's
are on their “Wonders of the Younger” tour, and they
performed in Pittsburgh at Mr. Small’s Theatre last
Thursday.

Mr. Small’'s was a perfect choice for the concert's
venue. The walls are decorated with stage curtain
paintings and suspended, tilted wooden doors.
This décor goes well with the adventure theme of
the Plain White T's’ latest album, Wonders of the
Younger, especially since the stage boasted a big
red and white fagade of a circus tent. But more
importantly, this cozy theatre provides an intimate

setting, making the experience even more enjoyable.

The Miggs and The Parachutes have been touring
with the Plain White T's. The Miggs opened the
night with a spirited performance. This almost-
famous three-member band did a great job of
warming the crowd up slowly but surely. The
Parachutes, who seemed to have an already-
established fan-base in the audience, followed. By
the end of the group's gripping performance, the
shrieking fans were more than ready to welcome
the Plain White T’s. Unfortunately, the transition
between the bands was slow, and the audience was
forced to wait for a while. In the end, though, the
wait was worth it.

The Plain White T's made a grand entrance and

had already started playing “Irrational Anthem”
even before the audience could spot them in the
fog and bright yellow light. Much of rest of the
performance, though, was focused on music rather
than performance or showmanship. The Chicago-
based band took advantage of the cozy setting and
got to know its audience members by asking them
questions, trying to figure out how many were first-
timers and how many had actually heard its CDs
before.

The five-member band kept the majority of the
audience happy by playing hits like “1, 2, 3, 4" and
“Rhythm of Love.” However, the band also performed
the 10-year-old sublime track “Radios in Heaven” for
the old-timers. For the much-awaited “Hey There
Delilah,” the band members decided to mix things
up. Tom Higgenson, the lead vocalist, explained from
a small stage at the back of the room that this 2008
Grammy-nominated song was originally supposed to
be a private song, hence his choice to sing it in this
intimate setting. Soon after that, the group closed
the night with the thought-provoking “Wonders of
the Younger,” the title track of its latest album.

Since the Plain White T’s are going to be on tour for
most of 2011, Higgenson said that they might be
back to perform in Pittsburgh. After that concert,
Pittsburgh is surely yearning to hear more of them.

Manasi Patil | Junior Staffwriter

Courtesy of Xiaoyin Li
The Plain White T's perform during its “Wonders of the Younger” tour. The tour promotes the five-member
band's latest album of the same time.

Everything you need to know

About spring break and writing a newspaper column

Dear Hoskins Brothers,

W00000000000!

Spring break!
W000000000000000!
Do you have any tips for
getting the most out of
spring break?

Sincerely,
Wo00000!

Dear Wooo000,

Sleep. Seriously, get some
sleep. Sure, spring break’s

a great time to go on trips,
have adventures, and try

to get on MTV, but, really,
you’re exhausted. When was
the last time you had a good
night’s sleep? Spring break
is your chance to get even.
When you come back, you'll
look less like a Carnegie
Mellon zombie, with bags
under your eyes and
grunting about how much
work you have, and more
like a fresh-faced Carnegie
Mellon student who has no
idea about the horrors that
await him or her.

Now, just because you're
getting sleep doesn’t mean
you’re not having fun. You
can still go out at night —
just sleep in afterward. But
what’s important here is

to get out of Pittsburgh.

You need sun and warmth
— two things Pittsburgh
doesn’t have. A great spring
break spot is the beach. You
have the sun, the surf, the
sand, and beautiful people
to gawk at. You can’t do that
at Carnegie Mellon.

Only two months till
summer — two long, long
months,

Patrick Hoskins

Dear Hoskins Brothers,

| write a column for my
school’s paper, and,
frankly, I’'m all out of
ideas. | have no idea what
to write about. Do you
have any tips or ideas?
How do you do it?

Sincerely,
Writer In Need

Dear WIN,

What kind of column do
you write? If you’re a music
writer and desperate, just
write about some band
selling out. They all do it, so
you’re sure to have material.
If you do news commentary,
just look at the top headline
and make up a position.
The more outrageous the
better. For example, “The
Wisconsin protests are just
a ploy to get Hitler back in
power!” Watch Glenn Beck
for ideas.

The real problem is if you
don’t have a defined topic,
and you’re stuck writing
something really broad, like
an advice column. An advice
column may seem easy —
just answer people’s e-mails.
But some less popular
advice-givers out there

(not me) often just make

up questions! No one even
bothers e-mailing questions.
In that case, just start
making up more and more
ridiculous questions, like
about comic books or bears.
If you still can’t come up with
anything, then do something
meta. People love meta.

Please send in questions,
Brian Hoskins

Need advice? Send queries
to advice@thetartan.org.



Tales from Abroad: Oxford

The author discusses cultural differences between Oxford and the United States

If you are contemplating whether you should study
abroad, then I have one line of advice for you to make
your choice easier: Just go for it! Studying abroad affords
you the opportunity to do something totally different

and extraordinary. An international education really
allows you to challenge yourself in a different educational
system, immerse yourself in a new culture, learn new
things, and explore opportunities you've never had
before.

[ studied abroad last semester at Oxford University

in the United Kingdom, and it was one of the best
experiences of my life. From the moment I hopped

onto the bus from London to Oxford, I knew that I was
in for a great semester. As I first set foot on the stone
streets of Oxford’s City Center, the town buzzed with
life as tourists, students, and scholars bustled their way
through the narrow streets and alleyways to go about
their busy activities. As I explored many of Oxford's

38 different colleges, [ was surrounded by the rich,
scholastic tradition and history of the colleges and their
respective campuses.

[ studied through the program IFSA-Butler (Institute

For Study Abroad). The program gave us a great sense
of the culture and history of England. In the beginning,
there was a four-day orientation in London, and then we
went our separate ways to the various Oxford campuses.
[FSA-Butler also planned excursions to Bath, Keswick,
London, and Stonehenge for its students.

What differentiates Oxford from many other universities
is its style of teaching, known as the tutorial system. As
opposed to the traditional lecture or seminar classes,
students were assigned about 20-30 books to read

and were expected to compose two analytical papers
every week, each 2,000 words long, arguing the critical
topic assigned. Students would then have to sit down
with their tutors for an hour and discuss the arguments
they made in the essays. The Oxford tutorial system
challenged me to take on new perspectives in my
studies, and even though I only attended class two
hours a week (one for each tutorial) and spent the rest
of the time reading and constructing my papers, I felt
intellectually challenged every minute. As a visiting
student, I had access to the world-famous Bodleian
Library. I never had to purchase any textbooks because
the Oxford library system seems to hold just about
everything that has ever been published!

At Oxford, there is a tradition of “bop parties” every
term, in which students dress up according to a
particular theme. This might sound like a typical school
dance, but the British take their costumes seriously. For
instance, during the term I was there, the theme for the
bop was “Disney.” Students came in elaborate costumes
ranging from Pinocchio to Buzz Lightyear to Ursula
from The Little Mermaid. At Oxford, I also noticed that
many students dashed off to the pubs and nightclubs
to relax just as often as they went to the library — even
in the middle of the week. Interestingly enough, a lot

=
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=

of pub conversations were more philosophical than I
initially expected, and sometimes these intellectual
conversations would turn into passionate debates.

From studying in the Bodleian Library to debating
philosophy in pubs, Oxford continuously presented me
with opportunities I never would have dreamed of. While
there, I met my Bollywood idol, Preity Zinta, as she was
giving a speech at the Oxford Union. I also met my social
entrepreneurship idol, Roy Bunker, while I was attending
the Oxford Social Entrepreneurship Conference. I also
took the greatest risk of my life by being adventurous
and doing via ferrata — which is like climbing a rock
wall, except it's up a mountainside — up the second-
highest mountain in the United Kingdom.

After my Oxford experience, I had the opportunity to
travel to Paris and Barcelona. It was definitely one of the
best experiences I've ever had. Some general advice [
would give to those who plan on studying abroad: Be
safe and open to trying new things, and you'll have the
time of your life. Take advantage of the cheap airplane
flights to neighboring countries within Europe. I
remember my plane ticket from Barcelona to London was
$20, tax and service fees included — talk about a good
deal! If you study abroad, you'll return to the States a
changed person — guaranteed.

Amy Kao | Special to The Tartan

Courtesy of Ruth B.
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Esperanza Spalding updates jazz genre
Recent Grammy recipient shows off skills on latest aloum

Many people were very surprised by this year’s
winner of the Best New Artist award at the 53rd
Grammy Awards. Jazz vocalist, bassist, and
composer Esperanza Spalding not only astonished
many with her extraordinary talent, but also made
history as the first jazz artist to win the award.
Another shocking element of her success is that
Spalding was not as widely known as some of the
other nominees for the award, especially popular
artists Justin Bieber and Drake. Spalding only
recently made her debut in 2008 with her self-
titled album Esperanza. Although there were a
number of disappointed Bieber and Drake fans,

it is hard to ignore Spalding’s talent and say that
she did not deserve the victory. Her most recently
released album, Chamber Music Society, is a strong
verification of her musical skills.

Chamber Music Society was No. 1 on the
Heatseekers Albums Chart of Billboard as well as
No. 3 on Billboard’s Top Contemporary Jazz Albums
Chart. The album features many classical-style jazz
songs while producing a world fusion theme in
some of the pieces. Many of the songs are wordless,
giving the music an abstract quality and leaving the
meaning open for interpretation. Spalding utilizes
many different aspects of traditional jazz music,
while creating her pieces in a way that is still fresh
and contemporary. She uses rhythm sections and
improvisation, scatting, and piano and violin solo
sections in which the leading instrument seems to
be improvising over the other instruments. She also
uses vocal techniques influenced by folk and world
music.

“Chacarera,” the fourth track on the album, is quite
an interesting composition. It incorporates elements

Esperanza Spalding surprised many when she
received Best New Artist at the Grammy Awards
this year, beating out more popular artists,
including Justin Bieber and Drake.

from 20th century music, especially during the
song’s periodic sections of dissonant tones. Then it
flows into an upbeat rhythm with a haunting melody
as Spalding’s smooth voice is accompanied by the
piano, percussion, and strings. It embodies one of
Spalding’s qualities as a musician — the ability to
bring new and different aspects to jazz music to
develop a contemporary and eclectic style.

The song “What a Friend” seems like a story

painted through music. As the beautiful melody and
harmony line weave together, they create a feeling of
happiness and companionship. The song begins at

a rather slow pace, but builds to a faster pace with
cheery scatting as the accompanying instruments
follow in upbeat stride. The song then alternates
between the two tempos as it continues.

The album includes many more songs that display
the innovation that Esperanza Spalding possesses
and that Billboard magazine recognized. Spalding’s
third album, called Radio Music Society, is due to
be released in the spring of 2011, and it is very likely
that she has many more innovations to bestow upon
the world of music.

Zaneta Grant | Junior Staffwriter

c1_ | Paperhouse
5"3'_‘3 FM | on Bei Ru

So, there’s this hip hop producer in Los Angeles that goes
by Bei Ru. He’s doing some magical things.

Similar to many producers nowadays, Bei Ru mixes together
chunks of music that would appear to be impossible to

hear on the same album. The difference? This guy has one
refined sense of taste. His forte lies in mixing contemporary
hip hop sensibilities with the obscure soul and funk of the
1970s that he grew up listening to.

Try to imagine Lil Wayne laying down raps on top of laid-
back psychedelic funk, and you’re halfway to understanding
the splendor of what Bei Ru is doing in Los Angeles.

Last November, Bei Ru put out his aloum Little Armenia, aka
L.A. ltis an album that captures, using samples of Armenian
music, the sound of a diaspora that settled in Los Angeles.
To make this album, Bei Ru searched record stores in Los
Angeles, Lebanon, and Armenia for gems from the late '60s
and '70s. To Bei Ru, the album is an encapsulation of the
state of mind created by growing up in L.A. among friends in
his family’s own Little Armenia.

The album is the perfect cocktail for the cultural persecution
that Armenians around the world have suffered. The work
by Bei Ru is particularly relevant because it stands out as

a cross-ethnic testament to the greatness of music and

an homage to the collective past of Armenians. I'd go so
far as to saying that it pulls back the heavy shroud that

the Armenian genocide has laid down upon the face of
Armenian-American culture.

If you're a fan of the seamless meshes that Blockhead, DJ
Shadow, and the Avalanches have created in the recent
past, Little Armenia is an album that you simply need to get
into your brain.

To hear some of Bei Ru’s productions, visit his YouTube
channel Musaler Music. You'll be glad you did.

Hugs and kisses,

Juan Fernandez | Staffwriter

top 10 on WRCT 88.3 FM

most played albums of the last week

Roéyksopp — Senior

Thunderball — 72 Mile High

Mogwai — Hardcore Will Never Die, But You Will
Iron and Wine — Kiss Each Other Clean

Jason Moran — Ten

Fujiya and Miyagi — Ventriloquizzing

Kristin Miltner — Music for Dreaming and Playing
Maserati — Pyramid of the Sun

Brad Mehldau — Highway Rider

Mariage Blanc — Mariage Blanc
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No plans? No problem: Ideas for your spring break

If going home isn’t an option, there are plenty of ways to make your spring break exciting

There are just a couple of days left until spring break,
and excitement about going home is building up. In
dorm rooms around campus, students have their travel
bags out again, while back at home parents are eagerly
anticipating the arrival of their college-aged children and
figuring out how to spend as much time with them as
possible during the ten days of break. However, for many
people, spring break doesn’t entail being able to go
home. Whether you have some obligation keeping you
on campus, you're an international student, or you just
didn't get a flight back — the point is, you don’t have
any spring break plans. There's no need to mope around
or be down in the dumps and glare at anyone who
mentions the word “break” — here is a list of options to
choose from if you aren't returning home.

Adelaide Cole | Art Editor

Make travel plans with your buddies

If you know a couple of people who are in the same
boat as you are, then get together and plan a week-long
holiday to a warm, sunny place. Go hip and chic while
shopping in Los Angeles, take a cruise to the Bahamas,
or just party it up in Mexico — the possibilities are
unlimited. Adhip Sacheti, a sophomore majoring in
economics, plans to go to Cancun with a few of his
friends. He insisted, “Cancun is the place to be simply
because it has all you can ask for from spring break:
beaches and good weather, plus we're legal there.”
Eshan Chordia, a sophomore electrical and computer
engineering major, added, “A vacation is a great way to
bond with friends. The fun factor is enormous too.”

Visit a friend

Always wanted to catch up with your old friend from
high school but never had the time? Maybe you both
could meet up and talk about each other’s lives. Make
a few calls and decide on a place to meet, or visit your
friend’s campus instead.

Ride solo

Just want to get away and be by yourself? Maybe this
is the perfect time. Get into Orlando Bloom's shoes

and roar off toward your Elizabethtown. Rent a car or

a bike (for those who are extra adventurous), make a
personalized CD for the stereo, draw out a map, and

go on a road trip. If driving isn’t an option, then utilize
the public transport system (check out Megabus for
great deals) and head out on your own adventure. Keep
an account of your journey by carrying a journal with
you, and update it every night before sleeping. It's an
amazing way to do some soul searching or to just meet a
bunch of new people.

Community service in Pittsburgh

Working on a community service project is a

great way to learn more about the community of
Pittsburgh. Projects typically include a variety of
service opportunities during the day as well as
communal dinners, discussions with a range of topics,
and activities all focused toward building a better
community. This will also be a great way to visit many
different locations in Pittsburgh, get to know people in
and about Pittsburgh, and become familiar with local
service projects that one can continue working on
throughout the semester.

Explore vibrant Pittsburgh

Spring break is a wonderful time to truly experience
what Pittsburgh has to offer. Here are a couple of things
that top Pittsburgh'’s to-do list:

e Go try out Pittsburgh's local restaurants which have
been around for ages. Some top choices would be
breakfast at Pamela’s and some Pittsburgh-style
lunch at Primanti’s.

e  So what if Pittsburgh doesn’t have a Six Flags? It
has a Kennywood! As a National Historic Landmark,
this amusement park gives its rides an old-world
charm and leaves its visitors screaming for more.

e Ifyou're the artsy type, then go to one of
Pittsburgh’s many museums, most of which are free
for students. Don't forget to visit the Cathedral of
Learning for its great architecture and view!

e  View the marvelous Pittsburgh skyline while
traveling in a wooden cable car on the Duquesne
and Monongahela inclines.

e  Spend an evening at Southside — go shopping,
take pictures of the trendy bars, eat food at the
Cheesecake Factory, and watch a local band
perform to top it all.

If none of the above are appealing to you and you had
hoped for something more exciting, then you can still
plan ahead for next year. Anisha Vyas, a sophomore
mechanical and biomedical engineering major, is
extremely excited to spend her spring break working
with Carnegie Mellon Panama Business Brigades,
which helps underdeveloped communities achieve their
economic goals. Vyas said, “It's a great way to apply all
the skills one has learned at CMU to help other people
in the world.” And for all those who just wanted to go
home, she adds, “I went home my freshman year, but

it can get boring too, which is why this time I chose to
utilize my time in a more efficient way.” Regardless of
what your plans are this year for spring break, the key to
having a great break is to just put down the study books,
relax for a while, and enjoy these ten stress-free days.

Saakshi Gupta | Junior Staffwriter

O U N
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School of Drama’s most recent production is a w-i-n-n-e-r
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee charms audience with its characters and vibrance

Proving that winning isn’t everything and that losing
is not the same as ‘bee’-ing a loser, Carnegie Mellon's
School of Drama presented The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee Feb. 17-26 at the New Hazlett

Theater. The musical follows 10 spelling bee competitors,

four of whom are audience members, as they battle to
win the titular competition.

This light-hearted yet poignant musical centers on the
pivotal moments where the contestants must stand

and spell or go home. Told through the medium of
flashbacks interwoven throughout the competition, the
audience learns about the life and times of these eclectic
participants and hosts.

The costumes and stage set the tone of the story. The
cast wore patches on their jeans, sparkly barrettes,
Lipsmackers chapstick necklaces, and Baby-G watches
— one cast member even had a Saturn-ring retainer in
her mouth. The set itself was bright and cartoon-ish,
with colorful signs advertising different Putnam Valley
events.

The costumes and set matched the characters’ vibrant,
quirky performances. As the story began, the actors
started by playing exaggerated stereotypes of their
characters. Then, as the story progressed, they narrowed
in on the very real insecurities, hopes, and dreams that
the characters faced.

Mitch Mahoney, played by Donovan Mitchell, arrived
on stage dressed in baggy jeans, a white tank top,
and excessive jewelry. Mahoney was the bee’s official

((aYY) PITTSBURGH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
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“Comfort Counselor.” He handed out juice boxes to the
losing contestants. Audience participation was a large
component of “Spelling Bee,” and Mahoney seamlessly
integrated the audience into the story when he began
the bee by leading everyone, including the audience, in
reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance.”

Chip Tolentino, played by Pattrick Dillon Curry in
Friday’s performance, was a minor-league baseball
player and last year's spelling bee champion. He wound
up before spelling his words. Leaf Coneybear, played by
Darren Bluestone, only took third at his regional bee, but
made it to county finals because the first- and second-
placed spellers had to go to a Bar Mitzvah that day.

Logainne Schartzandgrubenierre, played by Kailie
Torres, wanted the voting age to be 10, was pro-choice,
and was the head of her elementary school’'s gay-straight
alliance. Marcy Park, played by Gabriel McClinton,
claimed to speak six languages. Olive, played by Mimi
Gianopulos, read the dictionary in her house on the
toilet. Finally William Barfee, played by Kyle Rotter,
whose last name is pronounced “Bar-fay,” not “Barf-y,”
has a rare mucous-membrane disease and a talent for
spelling with his foot.

The Spelling Bee is a commentary on life. No one knows
the luck of the draw: While one contestant could be
given a hard word to spell, another contestant could
randomly be assigned an easy word. The spellers
complain that the element of luck makes the bee unfair.
They erupt in the song “Pandemonium,” singing: “Life
is random and unfair/Life is pandemonium/It is such

a calamity/Where should we begin?/The best spellers
don’t necessarily win.”

When one of the characters misspells a word, she must
cope with societal pressures and more directly parental
pressures of losing. She sings, “America you hate losers/
So do I. I'm a loser, so goodbye.” One realizes that there
is more to the musical then spelling. It is about knowing
that there are six contestants and only one can win.
What about the other five?

Win or lose, the characters must come to terms with
their inadequacies and unique quirks and embrace
themselves in order to find self-actualization.

Mimi Gianopulos, who played Olive, explained that
the process of making Spelling Bee was “really fun, but
challenging because [the cast] had to be children with
authentic hopes and dreams, not just actors playing
children. That was the biggest challenge,” Gianopulos
said, “Remembering what it was like to be a child.”

Gianopulos thinks that the charm in Spelling Bee lies
in “embracing its simplicity. It is not Shakespeare
and that's okay. The beauty of the production is the
children’s wants and needs. It's beautiful in that
simplicity.”

Jackie Mansky | Staffwriter

THIS WEEK!

MARCH 10-13 - HEINZ HALL

Marvin Hamlisch, conductor
J. Mark McVey, vocalist
All-Star College Chorus

Marvin Hamlisch leads your PSO in a concert showcasing his
award-winning music from Ordinary People, Ice Castles,
A Chorus Line, Sophie's Choice, Nobody Does it Better, The Way
We Were, They're Playing Our Song and morel!
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Carnegie Mellon International Film Festival celebrates migration

Film festival, organized by students and the Humanities Center, brings films from every region and genre to Pittsburgh

[ by Chalita Maneetham | Staffwriter ]

The 2011 Carnegie Mellon International Film Festival:
Faces of Migration celebrates the art of flmmaking and
will run March 17-April 10 with a special screening on
Wednesday, March 2. The Carnegie Mellon International
Film Festival brings independent and foreign films
spanning multiple genres, from documentaries to short
fictional films. The theme of this year's festival is Faces
of Migration. The collection explores migration as an
individual issue as well as a socio-political issue with
humor and intensity through the eyes of international
filmmakers.

The Carnegie Mellon International Film Festival has
been organized by a body of students led by Jolanta
Lion, the assistant director of the Humanities Center,
and David Shumway, the director of the Humanities
Center. This year's theme was chosen to align with the
Humanities Center’s lecture series, Identities in Conflict:
The Recognition of Migrants, and to get viewers to think
about how migration relates to them. Caitlin Cowley,

a graduate English student who has been working on
the festival, explained, “Migration is becoming a bigger
issue. In the United States, we're bombarded with these
images of Mexico and [the] United States’ relationship.
So the goal of this festival is to get people think[ing]
about migration and what it means in the contemporary
world, to us as individuals. People, I don't think, have
asked themselves enough about how important this
issue is to the global community.”

S Ary,
Uz (The Artivals)
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Putting together the festival has been a highly involved
process. Once they chose the theme of “migration”, the
festival's organizational team researched new movies,
looking only at films released within the past year or
two. They contacted directors, researched other film
festivals, and looked at award-winning films from around
the world, trying to find films that would best fit the
theme of Carnegie Mellon's festival. Cowley explained
that the festival's team was looking for innovative films
with “poignant, controversial, [or] rousing depictions of
migration.”

One of the team'’s challenges was to find films that
represented all parts of the world. Cowley said, “One of
our biggest struggles was trying to find an African film
about migration from an African director.... You'd think,
oh my God, with all these conflicts that [have] been
going on in Africa, [it would be easy].... [But] we literally
could not find a good, decent film about migration in
Africa.” In the end, though, the festival managed to
represent most regions fairly well, other than Africa and
Australia. The team watched over 50 movies, eventually
narrowing its list down to 14 films to show in five
theaters throughout Pittsburgh.

Picking the films was only part of the process — the
film festival organizers then had to secure the rights
to show every one of the films. Furthermore, a major
cost in running a film festival is

transporting the actual

physical film from
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Norteado ( Norz‘h/ess)
Mexico

international locations to Pittsburgh for screening.
Transportation costs can go upward of $600 and
screening fees can be as high as $1,000.

There will be a special screening of Separations this
Wednesday at 8 p.m. in McConomy Auditorium as

a sneak preview to the festival. The film's director,
Mieke Bal, will be attending the screening to host a
panel discussion about the identity of Jewish migrants.
Sababa, a Middle Eastern grill in Squirrel Hill, will be
providing authentic Middle Eastern food prior to the
screening, and there will be a raffle during the event for
a dining gift certificate.

The food, panel discussion, and raffle will not be specific
just to the Separations screening. Rather, the Carnegie
Mellon International Film Festival will incorporate these
different elements into many of its screenings. As
Cowley explained, “They are not just about these films;
they are event screenings. We'll have hip-hop dancers,
panel discussions with professors from Carnegie Mellon
University and University of Pittsburgh, and local
leaders.” When attending the festival, one will not just be
going to see a movie, but will also be taking a journey to
see different cultures and points of view.

Genre-wise, the festival should have something for
everyone. Norteado (Northless) is an “artistic meditation

on ... migration; [it's a] visual story,” Cowley said. “In
Norteado, there is a story there but just as much as the
actual content or plot, part of the aesthetic is the visual of the
deserts of Tehuana.” Norteado will be screened on March 19
at the Melwood Screening Room.

Les Arrivants (The Arrivals), showing March 16 at the
Melwood Screening Room, is a French comedy that
focuses on two very different women who are both social
workers that manage immigrants coming into France.
At the screening, there will also be a Skype session with
the directors of the movie, Claudine Bories and Patrice
Chagnard, as well as French pastries from Paris 66.

The Carnegie Mellon International Film Festival will also
celebrate the art of filmmaking by showing short films that
have been made locally in Pittsburgh. The entries represent a
wide range of views and experience in film making.

The Carnegie Mellon International Film Festival: Faces of
Migration will show a wide range of films that cannot be
seen elsewhere in the area. The selections to be presented
include award-winning films from film festivals around the
world. These unique experiences come at a bargain for
Carnegie Mellon students — for only $20 for the Full Access
Festival Pass, this festival will transport you around the world
and back.

Ticket Prices:
Opening Night (March 17) with Reception: $15/$10 Student
Regular Admission: $7/$4 Student
Full Access Festival Pass (Excluding opening night):
$40/$20 student

March 2

Carnegie Mellon University Special Screening: Separation.
McConomy Auditorium. 8 p.m.

March 17

Les Arrivants (The Arrivals). Melwood Screening Room,
North Oakland. 7:15 p.m.

March 18

Hanoi-Warszawa (Hanoi-Warsaw). Melwood Screening
Room. 7 p.m.

Warszawa do wziecia (Warsaw Available). Melwood
Screening Room. 7 p.m.

Littlerock. Melwood Screening Room, North Oakland. 9 p.m.

March 19

First of All, Felicia. Melwood Screening Room, North
Oakland. 5 p.m.

Norteado (Northless). Melwood Screening Room, North
Oakland. 7:30 p.m.

March 20

Akadimia Platonos (Plato’s Academy). Regent Square
Theater. 5 p.m.

March 25

Pink Saris. Kelly-Strayhorn
Theater. 7:30 p.m.

onan

March 26

Neukoélin Unlimited. McConomy Auditorium. 5:30 p.m.
April 7

Gitmek: My Marlon and Brando. McConomy Auditorium.
7 p.m.

Cubant Shorts: Our Common Experience of Living. Future
Tenant Gallery, Downtown. 7:30 p.m.

April 8

Dooman River. McConomy Auditorium. 7 p.m.
Immigrant Nation: The Battle for a Dream. College Hall,
Duquesne University. 4 p.m.

April 9

Immigrant Nation: The Battle for a Dream. McConomy
Auditorium. 6 p.m.

April 10

Diplomat. SouthSide Works Cinema, Southside. 7 p.m.
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Did you know?
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In its entirety, a news item reads:
“The C. E. Society of M. |. T. gave a
moving picture show last week. Music
accompanied the pictures. Many ladies
were present.” Glad we've got all the
pertinent facts there.

A reader-response column asks
students about the first thing they would
do if they became the president of
Carnegie Tech. The responses — cut
Greek life more slack, improve school
spirit, reduce apathy, and create more
parking spaces — don’t seem to have
changed much in half a century.

The spring final exams schedule
includes listings for such memorable
classes as “CH ASP ORG BIO MTL,”
“MATH MDL ENV QUA SY,” “PRB AP
ST PH S&E II,” and “SO CR SU AM
POP FLM.” Keep these in mind the next
time your parents complain about your
text-message English.

A front-page article describes plans for
a “currently unnamed” new dorm to be
built between Morewood Gardens and
Mudge House. “Current” means a lot
here: The design phase of the project
began in October 1995, but it was 12
years until President Cohon announced
the dorm’s permanent name, Stever
House.

The SciTech column features a study
claiming that students may think better
on an empty stomach. Researchers at
Yale University found that the “hunger
hormone” ghrelin can promote learning
and memory performance. Now we
have yet another reason to avoid the
campus eateries as midterms approach.

Beating Watson by a year, this week
School of Architecture professor Pablo
Garcia is the Jeopardy! contestant
with Carnegie Mellon ties. Going into
Final Jeopardy with $11,600, Garcia
answered the final question about
19th-century artists correctly, but lost
the overall match by a dollar. Ouch.

Greg Hanneman | Contributing Editor

Take a novel trip into the art world
Provenance relays thrilling true tale of infamous art forger

An eccentric con man commits the largest art fraud
of the 20th century, fooling the biggest players in
the art world as he sells over 200 counterfeit works.
Although this is the plot of a recently published
thriller, it isn't fictitious. Provenance, a nonfiction
book written by husband-and-wife journalists Aly
Sujo and Laney Salisbury, tells the story of John
Drewe, a British con man who eluded capture for
nine years as he managed to sell counterfeit art.

The story begins in 1986 with John Myatt, an artist
and single father struggling to make ends meet.
After he begins to sell “genuine fakes” of famous
paintings, he meets John Drewe, who claims to be
a physicist and art collector. Impressed by Myatt's
abilities, Drewe begins to commission works from
Myatt in the style of famous 20th-century artists
and persuades Myatt to help Drewe market them as
original works, promising the cash-strapped Myatt
an economic opportunity he can't refuse. Drewe
begins to sell Myatt's paintings, claiming them to
be genuine works by artists like Alberto Giacometti
and Ben Nicholson, and accumulating hundreds of
thousands of pounds in the process.

Drewe knows, however, that art dealers will not

be convinced of the paintings’ authenticity unless
the paintings have provenance. Provenance is the
documentation for an artwork, providing evidence
of the artwork’s past ownership and authenticity.
Drewe is later able to infiltrate the archives

of esteemed British art institutions to create
provenance for his forged artworks, forever tainting
the legitimacy and accuracy of the archives.

Sujo and Salisbury’s journalistic backgrounds
shine through in Provenance. They meticulously
researched Drewe's art fraud scheme, traveling
around both the United States and Europe to
interview nearly everyone with whom he had
interacted or who had inadvertently been affected
by his elaborate con.

The book, however, does not read like a news report.
Rather, it reads like a crime-thriller novel, weaving
together information that the authors gleaned

from interviews to create a fascinating narrative.
The tempo of the book increases as Drewe begins
to get ensnared in his web of forgeries, while his
more sinister and eccentric characteristics reveal
themselves as Scotland Yard begins to close in on
the con man.

The authors were able to paint vivid portraits of all
the characters, from the lying Drewe to the greedy
and misguided dealers who help perpetuate Drewe’s
fraud, to the persistent Mary Lisa Palmer, director

of the Giacometti Association, whose suspicions
eventually help bring about Drewe’s downfall. Not

Courtesy of Jakwa

Alberto Giacometti, whose sculpture is pictured
here, was one of the artists whose work Myatt
and Drewe copied.

only did they provide descriptions of the characters’
appearances and quirks, but they also speculated
about the possible psychological reasons behind
the motivations for the main characters, making the
characters seem even more real.

In addition to the narrative surrounding Drewe’s
actions, Provenance also provides the reader a
fascinating glimpse into how the art world operates.
It reveals the relationships between art dealers,
collectors, galleries, and museums, detailing the
actions of those eager to seal the deal on pieces of
art worth hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Whether you're interested in the art world or merely
interested in the true story of an elaborate fraud,
Provenance will have you hooked from the first page
to the last.

Anna Walsh | Pillbox Editor
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sohmer@leasticoulddo.com

Online at www.licd.com and www.lfgcomics.com

VEASIINCOULDIDg,

IF ALL MEN

ARE CREATED

Modern Analogies by Doghouse Diaries

>

YOUR SMILE
IS CREEPY.

doghousediaries@gmail.com

Wanna go
hang out at
the library?

\

Mo, that
sounds
incredibly
boring.

)

How about
the bookstore?

Now you're
talkin'!

comics
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Hark, a Vagrant by Kate Beaton kathrynmoira@gmail.com
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Medium Difficulty

Sudoku courtesy of www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/

sudokugen/

Kakuro Puzzle: Easy Difficulty

Kakuro courtesy of www.kakuro.net/puzzles/

The given numbers are sums from rows or colums.
Every digit from 1 to 9 can only be used once in a row
and in a column.

Solutions from Feb. 21, 2011
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Horoscopes

aries

march 21—april 19

taurus

aprl 20—may 20

gemini

may 21-june 21

cancer

june 22—uly 22

sept, 23-oct. 22

SCOorpio

oct. 28—nov. 21

sagittarius

nov. 22—dec. 21

capricorn
dec. 22-jan. 19

aquarius

jan. 20-feb. 18

pisces

feb. 19-march 20

1 4 Fg;”cb)mlcs ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Remember: What happens during spring break stays on the
Internet forever.

If you're not going anywhere for spring break, then turn the
heat up in your room and pretend you’re somewhere tropical.

Your Megabus ride to your spring break destination will be
interesting — and by interesting, | mean terrible, because you
thought it was a good idea to party before going on a long,
bumpy bus ride. Great idea huh?

| know what you did last spring break, and all | can say is
“ew.

”

You will make a new friend in a complete stranger. Make sure
you do a background check before you invite him over.

Staring at the clock on your cell phone will not make time go
faster. It will, however, cause your depression to grow at an
exponential rate.

Don’t get mad — get Glad. If that doesn’t work, then get
even.

No prediction could be better than knowing that you can
sleep soon.

Your mid-semester grades will surprise you. I’'m not saying
whether it will be for better or for worse, but it will be a
surprise nonetheless.

Someone you don’t always listen to will become the one
person whose advice you will seek this week. The scary thing
is, that person is you.

You should start to prepare your spring hibernation kit. Make
sure you have a warm blanket, a charged cell phone, ready-
made snacks, and ear plugs.

Four more days, four more days, four more days.

Nicole Hamilton | Comics Editor

Crossword courtesy of BestCrosswords.com

ACROSS

1. Coffin stand

5. Domestic animal

8. Cries of discovery

12. A single time

13. Stallion, e.g.

15. Denomination

16. Cease

17. Continental identity of a
Chinese person

18. Room in a casa

19. Pertaining to a beetle

22. Chafe

23. Competitor of Tide and Cheer

24. Sect

26. Names

29. Bear witness

31. German article

32. Inquired

34. Pilfer

36. ____ majeste

38. Dispatches

40. Anklebones

41. Inventory

43. Atoll unit

45. Drunkard

46. Surpass

48. Cricket team

50. Masked critter

51. Flight formation

52. Go downhill fast

54. Comradeship

61. Make-up artist?

63. Put a new price on

64. Tabula ____

65. “Rule Britannia” composer

66. A Simpson

67. Goddess and sister of Ares in
Greek mythology

68. Be sorry for

69. Not for a Scot

70. Sand hill by the sea

DownN

©COENDOTAWN

—_
)

13.
14.
20.
21.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
33.
35.
37.
39.
42.
44,
47.
49.
52.
53.
55.
56.

58.
59.
60.
62.

. Winter pear
. A big fan of
. Earth Day subj.

Say again
Pillar

. Ashtabula’s lake

. Boris Godunov, for one
. Beast of burden

. Peace of mind

. Legal rights org.

. Attempt

Unfortunate

Make into law
Earthen pot

Kernels

Riga resident
Connect with
Carefree

Loose coil of yarn
Confuse

Claw

Golfer Ernie

Nav. Officer

Blotto

Prefix with plasm

The edge of woven fabric
McDonald’s founder Ray
Ticked (off)

Render weaponless
Swerved

Hit with an open hand
Soprano Te Kanawa
Intend

Gillette brand

. Anger

Describes a gently cooked steak
The doctor _
Alleviate

Actor Fernandow



MONDAY2.28.11

Alienation to Revolution. Porter Hall 100. 4:30 p.m.
The Greatest Silence: Rape in the Congo. University
of Pittsburgh, Frick Fine Arts Building and Auditorium.

7 p.m.

TUESDAY3.1.11

Identities in Conflict: The Recognition of Migrants.
Baker Hall 136A. 4:30 p.m.

James Acord Lecture. Kresge Theater. 5 p.m.

Jesse Cook. Thunderbird Cafe and Lounge. 7 p.m.
Kodo. Byham Theater. 8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY3.2.11

Pittsburgh Campus Master Plan Open House.
University Center, Rangos 3. 4:30 p.m.

The Feminist Case Against Abortion. University
Center, Connan Room. 7:30 p.m.

Pink Floyd Experience. Palace Theatre. 7:30 p.m.
Separations. McConomy Auditorium. 8 p.m.
Kodo. Byham Theater. 8 p.m.

THURSDAY3.3.11

Music Appreciation With Yoko Suzuki: Women In
Jazz. Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. 3 p.m.
Pittsburgh Campus Master Plan Open House.
University Center, Rangos 3. 4:30 p.m.

Modernism on File: Writers, Artists, and the FBI,
1920-1950. Baker Hall 136A. 4:30 p.m.

Author Rebecca Walker. Kelly-Strayhorn Performing
Arts Center. 6 p.m.

March On! SouthSide Works. 7 p.m.

Marc Broussard. Altar Bar. 7 p.m.

Ari Hest. Club Cafe. 7 p.m. 21+

NICOLA BENEDETTI - VIOLIN

TORTLIER & THE

Tower: Tambor

FOR TICKETS VISIT PITTSBURGHSYMPHONY.ORG/CMUTIX

$14 STUDENT RUSH TICKETS AVAILABLE AT HEINZ HALL TWO HOURS PRIOR TO CONCERT*

YAN PASCAL TORTELIER - CONDUCTOR

Chausson: Poeéme for Violin & Orchestra
Ravel: Tzigane for Violin & Orchestra
Stravinsky: The Firebird (1945 version)

FRIDAY3.4.11

Flogging Molly. Stage AE. 7 p.m.
Kansas. Palace Theatre. 8 p.m.
Pandemic. brillobox. 10 p.m. 21+

SATURDAY3.5.11

From DNA to Diversity. Carnegie Museum of Natural
History. 10 a.m.

Daniel Tosh. Benedum Center for the Performing Arts.
7:30 p.m.

Solas. Carnegie Lecture Hall. 7:30 p.m.

Ballet Hispanico. Byham Theater. 8 p.m.

SUNDAY3.6.11

The Pittsburgh Concert Chorale: The Creation. Fox
Chapel Presbyterian Church. 4 p.m.

CeCe Winans. Benedum Center for the Performing Arts.
6 p.m.

Adventure. Stage AE. 8 p.m.

Alex Winston with The Big Hurry and The Slow Reel.
brillobox. 10 p.m. 21+

MONDAY3.7.11

J. Roddy Walston and The Business. Stage AE.
7 p.m.

ONGOING

Orchid and Tropical Bonsai Show. Phipps
Conservatory and Botanical Gardens. Through March 13.
The Rink at PPG Place. PPG Place and Plaza. Through
March 19.

Lord of the Crane Flies. Carnegie Museum of Natural
History. Through April 19.

Classifieds

Save the world, one phone call at a time.
Political science, communications? Public
Interest Communications (PIC) does telephone
fundraising—a job that offers diversity for people
with great verbal skills. Make a living and a
DIFFERENCE. Flexible hours. Near campus.
Call 412-622-7370

Paul Thek: Diver, A Retrospective. Carnegie Museum
of Art. Through May 1.

Explore Evolution. Carnegie Museum of Natural History.
Through July 24.

Andrey Avinoff: In Pursuit Of Beauty. Carnegie
Museum of Art. Through August 28.

Want to see your event here?
E-mail calendar@thetartan.org

STUDENT TICKETS ONLY $12 FACULTY AND STAFF $17

SUBSCRIBE FOR THE BEST SEATS*AND TO AVOID MISSING OUT ON SOLD-OUT CONCERTS!

*SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

TITLE SPONSOR
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Tommy Hofman | Photo Editor

Last Saturday, the Eco-Market initiative of SIFE held a fundraiser for
Light Up Haiti. The fundraiser featured the band Julia McGinley and
provided food, drinks, and glow sticks. Light Up Haiti is an initiative
dedicated to providing adequate lighting in Cité Soleil, one of the

poorest slums in Port-au-Prince.

gallery
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