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William S. Dietrich II,
the former steel executive
who recently announced a
donation of $265 million to
Carnegie Mellon, died this
past Thursday, according to
the John A. Freyvogel Inc.
funeral home in Shadyside.
The cause of death was given
as complications from cancer.
Dietrich was 73 years old.

Born in Pittsburgh, Di-
etrich made his fortune by
transforming his father’s
small steel warehouse and
distribution business, Diet-
rich Industries, into the na-
tion’s largest manufacturer
of light metal framing for the
construction industry. When
Dietrich Industries was sold
to Worthington Industries in
1996, Dietrich remained a di-
rector until 2008.

Dietrich was an active
member of the Pittsburgh
community; he served on the
trustee boards for a variety
of local institutions, includ-
ing Carnegie Mellon, the
Carnegie Museum of Art, the
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, the

UPMC Health System, and

the University of Pittsburgh.

Dietrich was also an au-
thor of many political and
global history books. His
recent works include In the
Shadow of the Rising Sun: The
Political Roots of an American
Economic Decline and Emi-
nent Pittsburghers, a collec-
tion of his essays. Before his
death, he had been writing
another book with the work-
ing title American Recession-
al: The U.S. Decline and the
Rise of China.

Dietrich’s position on
the boards of both Carnegie
Mellon and the University of
Pittsburgh reflected his com-
mitment to fostering higher
education in the Pennsylva-
nia region. He also supported
local universities with sub-
stantial monetary contribu-
tions.

On Sept. 7, Dietrich an-
nounced that he would be
making a $265 million dona-
tion to Carnegie Mellon in the
form of a charitable remain-
der trust. “This university
puts Pittsburgh on anybody’s
world map of great research
cities,” Dietrich said at the
celebration of his donation in
September. “Brilliant people
come here as students and
faculty, and their presence in
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our community adds some-
thing extraordinary.”

University President Jared
Cohon reflected on the event.
“Since we all knew his days
were numbered, the day of
the announcement of his
gift was not only a day to say
thank you, but it was a way to
say goodbye as well,” he said.

Near the end of Septem-
ber, Dietrich also announced
his donation of $125 million
to the University of Pitts-
burgh, the single largest gift
in that school’s history. He
was an alumnus of Pitt, hav-
ing earned his M.A. and Ph.D.
in political science there.

Each university renamed
one of its academic colleges
in honor of one of Dietrich’s
parents.

Carnegie Mellon renamed
its School of Humanities
and Social Sciences after his
mother, Marianna Brown
Dietrich, while Pitt’s School

of Arts and Sciences will be
renamed the Kenneth P. Di-
etrich School of Arts and Sci-
ences, after Dietrich’s father.

Dietrich is survived by his
daughter, Anne Elizabeth Di-
emer, and nephew Kenneth
Cascarella.

A private service will be
held for Dietrich’s immediate
family.

Cohon sent out an official
school-wide announcement
Friday afternoon giving his
condolences and expressing
his sympathies. “We have lost
a great friend. May he rest
in peace,” Cohon said in the
email.

Senior Staffwriter Jackson
Lane contributed to this
article.

School of Architecture students
construct the future of the Fence
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Second-year architecture students build a structure to shelter the Fence for a class project.

MICHAEL SETZER
Junior Staffwriter

Second-year students in
Carnegie Mellon’s School of
Architecture are currently
building a substantial struc-
ture that is meant to act as
a shelter at the Fence. This
structure is slated to be
completed on Monday. The
second-year studio project,
which started at the begin-
ning of the semester, aims to
teach collaboration, construc-
tion, and environmentally
friendly practices.

Students began the project
by working in groups of six try-
ing to conceptualize, as their
assignment’s instructions put
it, a “small structure to shelter
students at ‘the Fence.”” They
later discovered, however,
that they would have to com-
bine their efforts into a single,
cohesive space. “Not only do
you have to design as a team,
but you have to construct,
manage, and present as an en-
tire studio,” said Kim McDon-
ald, a sophomore architecture
major working on the project.

In terms of cohesiveness,
associate professor of archi-
tecture and project coordi-
nator Kai Gutschow stated
that the students felt a “bit

of an emotional resistance”
to having the design become
unified. “But I'm completely
fine with that,” he said. “If
it’s hard, then you’re learning
something.”

Since the project began,
students have been work-
ing in the studio, woodshop,
and most recently outside
between the CFA parking lot
and the tennis courts. The
assignment to create a full-
scale structure is new to the
students, and it presents a set
of obstacles. “There’s an un-

“If it’s hard,
then you’re
learning
something.”

—Kai Gutschow
Associate
professor of
architecture

imaginable gap between hot-
glued basswood models and
an eight-foot-tall inhabitable
structure,” McDonald said.
Gutschow noted that the
faculty were able to stress the

importance of branching out
from the studio, where it can
be easy to become caught up
in extravagant design. “When
we make a drawing or a small
chipboard model, we’re al-
most fibbing to ourselves as
to how things will work to-
gether,” he said. He explained
that building a full-scale mod-
el forces students to focus on
such details.

The project also includes
plans to go beyond the Fence.
According to Gutschow, con-
struction company DCK Inter-
national “plans to have one of
the structures dissembled and
transported to their corporate
campus in Large, Pa.” As for
the others, the students will
continue working on them,
and Gutschow hopes that
they can be displayed as pub-
lic works of art around Pitts-
burgh.

According to Gutschow
and McDonald, the project
will allow the School of Ar-
chitecture to branch out to
the larger campus commu-
nity. The project seems to
have already attracted other
students’ attention. “It’s very
interesting to see their work
outside like this,” junior busi-
ness major Stephanie Gill
said.

File Photo by Celia Ludwinski
Bill Dietrich announces his donation
of $265 million to Carnegie Mellon last month.

Annual Andy Awards honor staff

ANDY PENG
Junior Staffwriter

The 17th annual Andy
Awards  celebrated  the
achievements of the Carnegie
Mellon staff in McConomy
Auditorium last Friday.

Every year, the awards are
presented to staff members
and teams who have shown
outstanding performance in
any of six categories: dedica-
tion, innovation, commitment
to students, university citizen-
ship, culture, and community
contributions. “The staff has
so much to do with every-
thing that happens at this
university. It’s not too much
to say that we are what we are
because of our staff. We are
all very grateful for all that
you do,” President Jared Co-
hon said at the ceremony.

This year’s awards were
presented to Amy Wells for
dedication, Renee Camer-
lengo for commitment to
students, Steve Audia for in-
novation, Madelyn Miller for
culture, John Lanyon for uni-
versity citizenship, and Stan-
ley Krowitz for community
contributions.

Amy Wells works in the
history department, Renee
Camerlengo is the assistant
dean of Student Affairs, Steve
Audia is the Entertainment
Technology Center’s technol-

ogy manager, Madelyn Miller
is the director of Environment
Health and Safety, John Lan-
yon is the tutor coordinator
of Academic Development,
and Stanley Krowitz is in the
University Center’s adminis-
tration.

The community contribu-
tions category was added this
year to recognize people who
are not faculty but have great-
ly contributed to the campus
community, according to Vic-
toria Bushmire, the university
events coordinator.

“Its goal is to recognize the
people who are in the shad-
ows, maybe the person who
serves lunch in the Schatz
Dining Room or maybe the
person who sweeps the floors
of our labs or classrooms —
someone who isn’t often rec-
ognized, someone who kind
of stays behind the scenes,”
she said.

Nominees for the awards
can be any staff member of
the university. This year 39
members of the staff were
nominated, including 20 in-
dividuals and three teams. To
be nominated, staff members
must show dedication to their
jobs, provide guidance and as-
sistance to students, demon-
strate creativity and imagina-
tion in finding solutions, build
a positive and supportive
work environment, foster co-

operation and collaboration
between the university and
its constituents, or benefit the
campus community in some
other significant way.

Awards were also present-
ed to staff members celebrat-
ing 30, 35, and 40 years of
service. These were presented
to Charlotte Bartosh, Joan
Maser, and Virgil Simplacea-
nu for 30 years of service; to
Winifred Rossmont for 35
years of service; and to Mar-
jorie Farinelli for 40 years of
service.

“University-wide, [the
Andy Awards] are the biggest
thing as far as personal recog-
nition,” said Ron Ripper, lab
manager for the department
of civil and environmental
engineering and nominee for
the outstanding commitment
to students award.

“Winning would be great,
but the fact of [my depart-
ment head] putting me up
there is really enough on a
professional level,” Ripper
said prior to the ceremony. “I
come from private industry
that didn’t do anything like
this at all.”

“I think the staff get really
excited each year,” Bushmire
said. “[The awards] boost
morale, and everyone’s really
proud on the day of the Andy
Awards. They’re really proud
to be a part of this university.”

Courtesy of Chariman of the Joints Chief of Staff on Flickr
Steve Audia, winner of the 2011 Andy Award for innovation, tests out his research with Wii controllers.
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Statistically
Speaking

With Steve Jobs’ recent death, many have started to
look at the history of Apple Inc. Jobs started the com-
pany in his garage in 1976, and it has become one of the
largest digital media and computer companies in the
world. Here are some statistics about Jobs’ most suc-

$300 billion

25 million

The number of parts used to assemble an iPod

312.5

The number of original Macintosh computers it would
take to generate the processing power of an iMac

Sources: huffingtonpost.com, ipod.about.
com, newmaconline.com, and wikipedia.

The number of iPads sold
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Lecture

In the Spirit of
Cooperation

Monday at 4:30 p.m.
Gregg Hall (Porter Hall 100)

The U.S. State Depart-
ment and Global Pittsburgh
have asked five international
public health professionals
to convene and discuss their
collaborations with Peace
Corps volunteers. These pro-
fessionals and volunteers
have worked to control AIDS,
malaria, and other public
health challenges. This panel
discussion is being held in
conjunction with the Peace
Corps’ 50th anniversary.

School of Art Lecture

Series
Tuesday at 5 p.m.
Kresge Theater, CFA

Los Angeles-based artist
Simon Leung will be present-
ing his artistic media proj-
ects. His work focuses on the
dislocation and disparities
that are left in the aftermath
of war.

Leung pulls his inspira-
tion from objects, people,
and writings that have been
removed from their origins
— whether through time,
circumstance, or historical
violence. He then recom-
bines these parts to form new
allegories that challenge the
accepted meanings of his
source material. Using the
media of video and perfor-
mance, Leung attempts to re-
invent war stories of modern
times.

Cosmology Colloquium:
“Where is the Dark

Matter?”
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.
Doherty Hall A301D

Neta A. Bahcall, from the
department of astrophysical
sciences at Princeton Univer-
sity, will discuss her recent
observations using the Sloan
Digital Sky Survey.

The study used gravita-
tional lensing to trace the
mass distribution around
galaxies and clusters of gal-
axies to the largest scale. Her
research compared the ob-
served mass distribution with

Preview

light distribution; it showed
that, while the mass distribu-
tion is considerably more ex-
tended than light on galactic
scales, the mass follows light
on larger scales.

Bahcall will discuss the
implications of her findings
for cosmology and the mass-
density of the universe, as
well as galaxy and structure
formation.

Fixing the Sky: Rube
Goldberg meets Dr.

Strangelove
Thursday at 4:30 p.m.
Gregg Hall (Porter Hall 100)

James Rodger Fleming
will be discussing his book,
Fixing the Sky. The book won
this year’s Sally Hacker Prize,
an award given to books that
focus on the history of tech-
nology. Fleming is a histo-
rian of science and technol-
ogy and professor of science,
technology, and society at
Colby College.

In his lecture, Fleming will
analyze the history of geoen-
gineering since the late 19th
century and its role in public
policy.

Fleming was elected a fel-
low of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of
Science in 2003 and a fellow
of the American Meteorologi-
cal Society in 2010.

Imagining Planetarity
Friday at 4:30 p.m.
Adamson Wing
(Baker Hall 136A)

Joshua “Sha” LaBare, the
Humanities Center Postdoc-
toral Fellow, will be discuss-
ing his recent work in a lec-
ture titled “The Ecology of
Everyday Life.”

LaBare’s research focus-
es on studying the science
fiction genre as a mode of
awareness towards the ev-
eryday and questions how
humans can better adapt to
the changing global environ-
ment. His study frames ad-
aptation as a scale-making
process by which the local is
made global and vice versa.
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Corrections &
Clarifications

If you would like to
submit a correction or
clarification, please e-
mail The Tartan at news@
thetartan.org or editor@
thetartan.org with your
inquiry, as well as the date
of the issue and the name
of the article. We will print

the correction or clarifica-
tion in the next print issue
and publish it online.

CAMPUS NEWS IN BRIEF

Traffic21 initiative develops
app to solve parking delays

The Intelligent Transpor-
tation Society of America
gave its national Smart Solu-
tion Spotlight award on Oct.
3 to Carnegie Mellon’s Traf-
fic21 initiative. The initiative
created a new smart parking
application, called ParkPGH.

ParkPGH is the first pre-
dictive parking app in the
country to direct drivers to
available parking spots, in
the hopes of relieving traffic
congestion and delays. It pre-
dicts available parking space
using an algorithm designed
by Robert Hampshire, assis-
tant professor of operations
research and public policy in
the Heinz College. The algo-
rithm is based on historical
parking trends and current
events. Every 30 seconds, the
program estimates the num-
ber of parking spaces avail-

able in the Pittsburgh Cultur-
al District’s nine garages and
delivers available locations
to drivers through an iPhone
app, websites, text messages,
and a call-in telephone ser-
vice. It can provide real-time
information for the 2,500
parking spaces near the Cul-
tural District.

Funded by Henry Hillman,
Traffic21 is a Carnegie Mellon
multi-disciplinary  research
initiative that strives to solve
transportation problems in
the Pittsburgh area through
information collection and
communications technology.
So far, Traffic21 has complet-
ed 21 projects, including apps
that provide commuters with
bus schedules and arrival
times, and apps that offer the
safest and simplest routes for
senior drivers.

Professors Liskov, Klemmer
receive Katayanagi awards

Carnegie Mellon and the
Tokyo University of Technol-
ogy (TUT) have announced
that Barbara Liskov and Scott
Klemmer are the winners
of the fourth annual Katay-
anagi Prizes. The prizes are
endowed by TUT founder
Ken Katayanagi to honor out-
standing individuals within
the field of computer science.

Liskov, recipient of the Ka-
tayanagi Prize for Research
Excellence, is a professor
of computer science at the
Massachusetts
Technology. According to a
Carnegie Mellon press re-
lease, Liskov has contributed
to the development of several
programming languages and
developed the Liskov Substi-
tution Principle, which has
made software maintenance
easier. In 2008, she received

Institute of

the A.M. Turing Award from
the Association for Comput-
ing Machinery. Liskov’s Kata-
yanagi prize is accompanied
by a $10,000 honorarium.
Klemmer, a professor of
computer science at Stanford
University, received the Kata-
yanagi Emerging Leadership
Prize for his work in human-
computer interaction, partic-
ularly in interface design. His
prize comes with a $5,000
honorarium. Both Klemmer
and Liskov will accept their
prizes in person on the Carn-
egie Mellon campus. Klem-
mer will accept his on Thurs-
day, Oct. 13, and Liskov will
accept hers on Nov. 10. Both
acceptances will be followed
by lectures by the recipients.
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Festival held at iconic Squirrel Hill intersection

Tommy Hofman/Photo Editor
The Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition declared the corner of Forbes and Murray Avenues to be a treasure of Squirrel Hill last Thursday. The organization
celebrated with a full day of events, including a farmer’s market, street fair, and a musical performance from the Squirrel Hillbillies. State Senator
Dan Frankel and City Councilman Bill Peduto initiated the festivities by unveiling a ceremonial plaque.

Campus Crime & Incident Reports

Odor of Marijuana
Sept. 30, 2011

University Police were
dispatched to Hamerschlag
House for a report of an odor
of marijuana.

Upon the arrival of the po-
lice, the students present ad-
mitted to smoking marijuana
and were cited for disorderly
conduct. Student Life was also
notified.

Theft of Services
Oct. 1, 2011

Campus officers were
flagged down by a Yellow Cab
driver. The driver reported
that a female wearing a long

WEATHER

black dress, high heels, and a
black hood on her head went
into Margaret Morrison Carn-
egie Hall to get cab fare and
never returned. This case is
still under investigation.

Aggressive Behavior
Oct. 2, 2011

Carnegie Mellon Police
were dispatched to Sigma Phi
Epsilon fraternity for a report
of a possible fight. Upon ar-
rival, there was no fight, but it
was reported that one student
was asked to leave the house
and became belligerent, push-
ing another male. One male
was escorted from the scene

and cited for underage drink-
ing.

Vehicle Accident
Oct. 4, 2011

University Police and EMS
were dispatched to Frew
Street for a report of an acci-
dent involving a bicycle and a
vehicle.

The bicyclist was taken
to the hospital to be checked
over; he suffered no serious
injury.

Public Urination
Oct. b, 2011

It was reported to Universi-

ty Police that a male was seen
urinating in the East Campus
Garage. The male was identi-
fied, but officers have been
unable to make contact with
him yet. This case is still under
investigation.

Theft
Oct. 5, 2011

University Police respond-
ed to the University Center for
areport of a stolen purse from
the women’s locker room.

Right after the report was
taken, the purse was turned
into the equipment desk. The
purse was reunited with its
owner.
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TUESDAY
High / Low
76 /61

WEDNESDAY

High / Low
65/60

THURSDAY
High / Low
67 /57

FRIDAY
High / Low
58/ 52

SATURDAY
High / Low
60/51

Source: www.weather.com
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Crime report reveals differences Geoffrey Burns dies in car crash,
among campus, degree locations ECE department erects memorial

2010 Crime Rates

Crimes on Campus Residences

| Drug Offense — Disciplinary Action
I Drug Offense — Arrest

Liguor Law — Disciplinary Action
B Liguor Law — Arrest

Sex Offense
. Burglary
. Arson

Crimes on
Academic Property

JACKSON LANE
Senior Staffwriter

According to this year’s
Annual Security and Fire
Safety Report, which details
campus crime and fire statis-
tics over the past three years,
Carnegie Mellon’s Pittsburgh
campus has faced more than
380 crimes since 2008, with
100 of them happening in
2010 alone.

In contrast, Carnegie Mel-
lon’s campuses in Qatar and
Los Angeles have had three
crimes between the two of
them over the past three
years, while the campuses in
Australia, Silicon Valley, and
New York have had no crimes
since 2008.

Members of the univer-
sity community familiar with
the report, such as the Carn-
egie Mellon Police or students
and faculty who have spent
time abroad, speculate that
a lot of the differences in the
amount of crime are related
to the location, setting, and
size of the different campus-
es. “The other campuses are
essentially buildings or small
venues, and don’t compare in
size or population to the main
campus, which explains the
higher number of crimes, inci-
dents, or activity [at the main
campus],” said Thomas Og-
den, chief of University Police.

The Pittsburgh campus,
with almost 11,000 students
and spanning 144 acres, is
significantly larger than most
of its satellites. The New York
campus, on the other hand,
has only 110 students and
is contained within a single
building. So even though the
city of New York may have a
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higher crime rate than the city
of Pittsburgh does, this is not
reflected in the comparison.

However, some of Carn-
egie Mellon’s satellites are
actually bigger than the Pitts-
burgh campus in both area
and population. For example,
the crime statistics for the Qa-
tar campus include the entire
2,500-square-acre Education
City campus, not just Carnegie
Mellon’s 460,000-square-foot
facility on the campus. The
fact that the Qatar campus
has only faced three crimes in
the past three years cannot be
explained by size alone.

Christian Reyes, a junior
information  systems and
human-computer interaction
double major, attributed this
phenomenon to a combina-
tion of high security and a
friendly atmosphere. “Educa-
tion City is gated and has se-
curity at every entrance. An
Education City ID is required
for entry,” she said. “There are
also lots of guards and cam-
eras — a big contrast with the
Pittsburgh campus.”

Within the gated commu-
nity, Reyes also pointed out
how Qatari students have
a very high-trust culture: “I
was very shocked when I was
studying there to find stu-
dents leaving their laptops,
backpacks, even purses out in
the open unattended while in
class or eating lunch. It is very
common for a study group to
leave almost all their belong-
ings, leave the campus en-
tirely to get food, and come
back an hour later,” she said.
“Everyone knows everyone.
The friendly atmosphere and
the building combined make
it hard for someone or some-
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thing to go unnoticed.”

Proximity to other urban
developments can also affect
crime rates. Carnegie Mel-
lon’s Silicon Valley campus,
for instance, is located in a
relatively suburban setting,
whereas the main campus is
in the middle of a large city.
“Carnegie Mellon’s proxim-
ity to Forbes and Craig Street
comes with the downsides,”
remarked Todd Sedano, direc-
tor of the campus’s software
engineering program. “[The
Silicon Valley campus’s] near-
est Apple store is nine miles
away.”

Although the Silicon Val-
ley campus is also within a
gated community like Qatar,
Sedano believes that the small
number of people around is a
big factor.

“Someone could come
onto the campus with the
intent of misdoing and our
statistics wouldn’t be as spot-
less,” he said. “I feel fortunate
that this hasn’t happened. Ev-
ery year we expect something
untoward, but so far it hasn’t
happened yet.”

Although Carnegie Mel-
lon’s Pittsburgh campus may
not have some of the security
advantages of its satellites,
such as being a gated commu-
nity or located in a suburban
setting, Ogden pointed out
the campus is still very safe.
“Due to recent action by the
police department, we have
seen a decrease in crime and
an increase in the number of
arrests for crimes committed
and a higher clearance rate,”
Ogden said. “Our ultimate
goal is always to decrease
crime through education,
awareness and enforcement.”
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MADELYN GLYMOUR
Assistant News Editor

Geoffrey Burns, a sopho-
more electrical and computer
engineering major and pro-
spective physics double ma-
jor, died on Thursday, Sept.
29, as aresult of a car accident
outside the Fort Pitt tunnel on
Sept. 18. He is survived by his
father, Richard Burns, and his
sister, Samantha Burns Brant-
ley. A memorial service was
held last Saturday at Burns’
high school in California. Sev-
eral of his friends and a mem-
ber of the Division of Student
Affairs attended.

According to Dean of Stu-
dent Affairs Gina Casalegno,
the electrical and computer
engineering department has
created a memorial that will
be displayed in Hamerschlag
Hall, and a further celebra-
tion of Burns’ life will be ar-
ranged on campus in the com-
ing weeks.

Friends say that Burns was
incredibly curious and had
diverse interests. On campus,
he was involved in fencing;
board game club; rocketry
club; Atheists, Humanists,
Agnostics; and Pugwash.

“He was the sort of per-
son that really just wanted
to know everything that he
could,” said sophomore ma-
terials science and engineer-
ing major Daniel Terwilliger,
who was Burns’s housemate.
“If there was something that
he didn’t know how it worked
and it was remotely interest-
ing, he would go and try to
figure out how it worked.”

Senior mechanical engi-
neering major John How-
land agreed. “We could hold
conversations for hours and
hours, and often did, on such
a wide variety of topics. He
was so knowledgeable about
such a range of things.”

Howland said that Burns
loved challenging himself.

1 Memoriam

Geoffrey Burns

ECE Class

of 2014

Septanber 29, 2017
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A memorial for Geoffrey Burns was erected in Hamerschlag Hall.

“You certainly saw that, for
example, in the board game
club,” he said. “Not just trying
new games because they were
fun — there’s lots of people
there who do that — but try-
ing to be really good at them,
and succeeding.”

Despite his wide range of
activities, Burns always made
time for his friends. “What
took him the longest on every
homework I've ever seen him
do is explaining it to me,” said
junior social and decision sci-
ences major Maddison Brum-
baugh. “He never left because
he got frustrated.”

“He was always selfless
about [helping friends],”
Howland said. “He spent so
much time with me on Phys-
ics IT1.”

According to friends,

Burns was a brilliant student.
“He was a procrastinator like
the rest of us,” Terwilliger
said, “but when he stopped

procrastinating, he finished
whatever he was working on
really quickly.”

“He had a phenomenal
ability to hear material once
and not just understand it but
retain it,” Howland said.

Brumbaugh agreed, saying
that Burns never had to take a
single note in the classes they
took together. “I think he was
the best of Carnegie Mellon
nerds,” she said.

“You can’t really encap-
sulate someone’s life in a
two-sentence sound byte,”
Howland said. But he had
an idea of one sentence that
described Burns well: “You
would have liked him.”

"New Opportunities at the New Chrysler"
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Student government hosts week of e

BRENT HEARD
Junior Staffwriter

With the academic year
now in full swing, Carnegie
Mellon’s Undergraduate Stu-
dent Senate hosted “Student
Senate Week,” a series of
events aimed to increase visi-
bility and awareness of Senate
within the student body.

Activities began last Tues-
day with Senators greeting
fellow students with free
donuts and asking them to
write down any suggestions
or improvements they had for
Senate or campus. The follow-
ing day on the Cut, students
who provided these sorts of
comments Or CONcerns were
given the opportunity to pie
a Senator. These activities
led up to Thursday’s event,
where University President
Jared Cohon gave a speech to
a Senate session. The purpose
behind these events was “to
get to know what the campus
wants,” said Nancy Brown,
an H&SS Senator and junior
in ethics, history, and public
policy.

The Senators’ increased
focus on student body aware-
ness and visibility may be a
response to past criticisms of
the organization, which have
included a lack of member
dedication and transparency,
as well as not accurately re-
flecting the wishes of the stu-
dent body.

The problems that plague
Student  Senate’s  reputa-

tion were acknowledged by
Senator Amy Quispe, a junior
computer science major. She
stated that the organization
“usually doesn’t fill all of our
Senate seats.”

But the publicity efforts ap-
peared to be fairly successful,
with Breed Hall nearly filled
for the beginning of Cohon’s
speech.

“This semester started off
with a bang,” remarked Co-
hon, who commented on the
Bill Dietrich donation, the
university’s new campus in
Rwanda, and having Carn-
egie Mellon ranked 21st of the
world’s top 200 universities by
The Times of London.

The remainder of Cohon’s
speech was devoted to dis-
cussing his goals for Carnegie
Mellon during the final years
of his term as president, out-
lining a “global vision for the
Carnegie Mellon brand.”

Cohon described his hopes
for Carnegie Mellon’s satel-
lite campuses as well as future
initiatives for the expansion
of Brain and Learning Initia-
tive. He also discussed future
renovations to the university’s
athletic facilities and a poten-
tial foundation to assist recent
graduates who are starting
their own businesses.

At the conclusion of Co-
hon’s talk at the session, a
member of the audience asked
why the university’s budget
was not completely open, in a
fashion similar to the student
activities budget. In the theme
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Students had the chance to throw a pie in the face of a Senator of their choice as part of Student Senate Week.

of transparency and open-
ness, Cohon suggested that a
presentation could be given to
Student Senate, and by proxy
the student body, on the uni-
versity’s finances.

The meeting then got down
to regular business, featuring
presentations by the Senate’s
Special Allocation Committee
and official Senate subcom-

mittees. Senators also ap-
proved boards created for this
year’s sessions.

On the topic of visibility,
Quispe said that students have
three options to voice their
concerns to a Senator. They
should first talk to a Senator
for their specific school, but
students may also come to
Senate body meetings, where

there is a specific time dedi-
cated to hearing student con-
cerns and suggestions. Finally,
students may also attend com-
mittee meetings, where sug-
gestions and comments on
that group’s specific topic may
be heard.

Student Senate Week con-
cluded with a free barbecue
at the Fence last Friday, along

Tommy Hofman/Photo Editor

with drinks and desserts at
Saturday’s football game.

This week of events served
to publicize the Student Sen-
ate as an organization and at-
tempted to gain recognition
among students. Whether
these efforts will allow the
Student Senate to overcome
its past criticisms, however, re-
mains to be seen.
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Researchers assess pros and cons of hybrid electric vehicles

BENJAMIN MADUEME
Staftwriter

Carnegie Mellon research-
ers have released new findings
claiming that the use of bat-
tery electric vehicles (BEVs,
or “all-electric vehicles”) and
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles
(PHEVs) with large battery
packs today are actually more
expensive in the long run.

The research conducted
by Jeremy Michaelek, a pro-
fessor in the departments of
mechanical engineering and
engineering and public policy,
and his colleagues also sug-
gests that BEVs and PHEVs of-
fer diminishing returns on so-
cial benefits per dollar spent as
compared to conventional hy-
brid electric vehicles (HEVs)
and PHEVs with small battery
packs. A summary of their
findings was recently pub-
lished in the scientific journal
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences.

The researchers’ conclu-
sions came after an in-depth
assessment into a wide range
of factors influencing the ag-
gregate costs and environ-
mental impact of BEVs, includ-
ing greenhouse gas emissions
from electricity generation,
gas prices, the financial and
air emissions costs of battery
production, limitations of cur-
rent battery technology, and
more.

Various degrees of these
factors were also taken into
consideration to account for
best and worst case scenarios

for BEV utilization. For exam-
ple, the researchers indicated
that in a world with high gas
prices, durable BEV batter-
ies that had a lifetime of 12
years and were charged by a
hydroelectric power grid were
optimistic conditions for justi-
fying the use of BEVs. In these
scenarios, BEVs presented an
aggregate premium (private
ownership cost, air emissions
damages costs, and oil premi-
um costs combined) of about
$3,000 and $5,000 lower than
HEVs and gas-powered vehi-
cles, respectively.

However, a drastically dif-
ferent picture is painted in the
pessimistic case: Assuming
BEV batteries last just six years
and are powered by electricity
from a coal-fired power plant
in a world with low gas prices,
the net premium of a standard
BEV jumps to over $50,000
more than that of HEVs and
gas-powered vehicles.

In regard to air pollution
costs specifically, while a BEV
could reduce these costs by
$100 compared to an HEV in
the optimistic case, costs could
also increase by as much as
$5,000 in the pessimistic case.

Even in the researchers’
base case — with average gas
prices, a typical power grid,
and the use of batteries with
a lifetime of 12 years — BEVs
still presented a $20,000 net
cost over HEVs and conven-
tional vehicles. PHEVs with
large battery packs were al-
most $10,000 more expensive.

“Current government pol-

e —————

icy provides larger subsidies
for vehicles with larger bat-
tery packs, assuming that
larger is better,” Michalek ob-
served in a press release on
cmu.edu, referring to the tax
credit of up to $7,500 avail-
able for purchasers of electric
vehicles. “While larger battery
packs allow plug-in vehicles
to drive longer distances on
electric power instead of gaso-
line, they are also expensive
and heavy, they are underuti-
lized when the battery capac-
ity is larger than needed for a
typical trip, they require more
charging infrastructure, and
they produce more emissions

Apple’s Steve Jobs dies at 56

DANIEL TKACIK
SciTech Editor

Steve Jobs, co-founder and
former CEO of Apple Inc,
passed away this past Wednes-
day in his family home in Palo
Alto, Calif., seven years after
being diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer. According to
a statement released by his
family, Jobs died peacefully.
He was 56.

He was born in 1955 to a
Syrian graduate student and
his American girlfriend. Jobs
was put up for adoption and
raised by Paul and Clara Jobs
of Mountain View, Calif. He
enrolled at Reed College in
Portland, Ore., but dropped
out after just one semester.
He continued to audit cours-
es, including a calligraphy
course that Jobs claimed in-
fluenced the typefaces that
would eventually exist in the
Mac.

A spiritually motivated
visit to India and a short stint
with Atari eventually led Jobs
to co-found Apple Inc. in 1976
at the age of 21. One year and
one computer design later,
Apple released the Apple II,
which “reflected the first stir-
rings of Jobs’ keen instincts”
with its “emphasis on ease
of use and its stylish case de-
sign,” according to Time mag-

azine, and eventually became
one of the first highly suc-
cessful mass-produced home
computers. After an industry-
wide sales slump in 1984, the
former CEO of Pepsi-Cola
and then-president of Apple
John Sculley stripped Jobs of
his decision-making powers,
which eventually led to his
resignation in 1985.

Jobs made use of his time
away from Apple by founding
NeXT Computer, a company
that focused on computer
workstations for higher edu-
cation and business markets,
as well as buying the ani-
mated film studio that would
eventually become Pixar. Jobs
referred to this period with
Pixar and NeXT as “one of
the most creative periods of
my life” during his 2005 com-
mencement speech at Stan-
ford University.

After rejoining the Apple
team in 1996, Jobs officially
became CEO of Apple Inc. in
2000. Since then, Apple has
become one of the leading
consumer-electronics compa-
nies with its widely successful
iMac and MacBook systems. It
has transformed the way pop-
ular culture listens to music
(through the iPod) while also
influencing the way it com-
municates and shares infor-
mation (through the iPhone

Courtesy of Apple Inc.
Steve Jobs, visionary and CEO of Apple Inc., died this past Wednesday, seven years after he was initially
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.

and iPad).

Speaking about Jobs’ suc-
cess, Time noted that “some
leaders push innovations by
being good at the big picture.
Others do so by mastering
details. Jobs did both, relent-
lessly.”

The loss of Steve Jobs has
been felt across campus at
Carnegie Mellon. “I elected
this field specifically because
of Steve Jobs,” Ben Nimmons,
a master’s student in human-
computer interaction (HCI),
said in an email. “When asked
why I was quitting my previ-
ous work and going back to
school, I explained my inter-
est ... as simply as I could: ‘I
want to learn to do what Steve
Jobs does naturally.””

Katie Rivard, another mas-
ter’s student in HCI, reflected
on her childhood and Jobs’
impact on it. “One of my fa-
vorite childhood photos is of
my sister and I at the comput-
er table in our living room,”
she explained in an email.
“My sister is hamming it up
for the camera; I'm focused on
the screen. The computer is a
Macintosh SE.”

A private funeral service
was held last Friday. Jobs is
survived by his wife, Laurene,
and their two children, as well
as one other child from a for-
mer relationship.

during manufacturing.”

The typical American is not
oblivious to the disadvantages
of BEVs, either. While a 2006
pollindicated that over 50 per-
cent of Americans would buy a
hybrid vehicle, a Gallup poll
conducted earlier this year in
May revealed that 57 percent
of Americans would never buy
an all-electric car, no matter
how high gas prices go.

These views seemed to res-
onate with Benjamin Pious, a
Carnegie Mellon junior study-
ing business administration
and psychology.

“I wouldn’t buy one of the
ones you plug into the walls,”

SCITECH BRIEFS

said Pious. “The thing with
those cars is that they’re fun-
damentally impractical. You
can’t actually get where you
need to go with them. But [my
dad’s Prius] is pretty marvel-
ous. The gas mileage is actu-
ally considerably higher than
what Toyota quotes.”

Though there are plans for
a 2012 Prius PHEV model, Toy-
ota Priuses fall for now under
the category of conventional
HEVs, since they never need
to be plugged in to charge
their built-in electric batter-
ies. They are instead charged
by the car’s gasoline engine
and regenerative braking sys-

Adelaide Cole/Art Editor

tem, both of which allow for
greater gas mileage. PHEVS,
such as the Chevrolet Volt,
include similar technologies,
but also allow their batteries
to be recharged via an electric
outlet.

Researchers are scrutiniz-
ing BEVs such as the Tesla
Roadster or Nissan Leaf,
which have no fuel cells, fuel
tanks, or internal combus-
tion engine, and are powered
solely by their internal bat-
tery packs. The researchers’
data offers greater context
for properly analyzing the
role BEVs should play in our
society.

Plant ecologists
study circadian
rhythms

Circadian rhythms explain
numerous biological process-
es in both animals and plants
that arise in 24-hour cycles.
Adding to this list, environ-
mental scientists at Lancaster
University report that circa-
dian rhythms also influence
the rate at which plants emit
isoprene, an important chem-
ical that reacts with nitrogen
in the atmosphere to form
one of the leading sources of
ground-level ozone. The re-
searchers also show that in-
corporating these body clock-
influenced isoprene emission
rates into atmospheric com-
puter models improves ozone
predictions.

Source: Nature Geoscience

Eating chocolate
found to be good
for heart

British scientists recently
gave the world another reason
to consume chocolate: Eating
chocolate is tied to lower risks
of cardiovascular conditions,
such as high blood pressure
and strokes. The findings
came from an analysis of sev-
en previously conducted stud-
ies that included over 100,000
subjects. The team warned
that even though chocolate
may possibly improve health,
overeating would cancel out
these potential benefits. Risk
of heart failure and diabetes
were not found to be lowered
by consuming chocolate.

Source: The New York Times

Children act like
scientists when
they play

Four-year-olds use science,
according to recent MIT re-
search. In the experiments,
children were shown how
to activate a toy in one of
two ways: Activating the toy
by connecting its various
parts was demonstrated in a
straightforward way to some
children, while the demon-
stration was ambiguous for
other children. Those shown
the ambiguous way of turn-
ing on the toy were frequently
successful in doing so, while
the other children did not
experiment with the parts at
all. The study concluded that
young children seek informa-
tion by experimenting when
they are uncertain while play-
ing, but not when games are
straightforward or simple.

Source: Wired magazine

Crises in human
history driven by
climate change

What causes human crises
such as war, epidemics, and
population decline? Climate
change, says a controversial
study from a group of Chinese
researchers. Statistical cor-
relations between Northern
Hemisphere temperatures and
14 agricultural, socioeconom-
ic, and demographic variables
(such as war fatalities, grain
prices, number of plagues)
were used to make the claim.
The study was limited to
the years 1500-1800 CE, so
whether these results can be
applied today, when scientific
advances have decreased so-
ciety’s sensitivity to climate, is
unclear.

Source: Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences

Paper receipts
may contain
carcinogens

Bisphenol A (BPA), a chem-
ical known to cause cancer
and disrupt reproductive sys-
tems, is commonly used to de-
velop color in paper receipts.
Over 80 receipts from seven
U.S. cities were analyzed
by the Wadsworth Center, a
public health research center
in New York. BPA absorbed
through the skin travels di-
rectly into the bloodstream,
while BPA that is ingested in
food can be inactivated by
metabolism. This finding is
potentially significant, espe-
cially for bank tellers or other
people who handle many re-
ceipts on a daily basis. Wheth-
er or not the BPA levels on
receipts are enough to cause
negative health effects is still
unknown.

Source: Chemical &
Engineering News

Hormone
influencing obesity
identified in mice

Mice lacking the hormone
orexin were found to be
obese, even when they ate less
than a control group of mice
with normal orexin levels, ac-
cording to a new study from
doctors at the Sanford-Burn-
ham Medical Research Insti-
tute. An important type of cell
that helps burn fat was found
to be improperly developed
in the orexin-lacking mice.
“Without orexin, mice are
permanently programmed to
be obese,” said Devanjan Sik-
dar, the author of the study.
The team plans to investigate
next whether orexin might be
used as a therapy to treat or
prevent obesity.

Source: Los Angeles Times

Compiled By
ELLIS ROBINSON
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Stelarc presents ideas in melding technology with the body

VIJAY JAYARAM

Junior Staffwriter

The Rashid Auditorium in
the Hillman Center was packed
this past Wednesday afternoon
as students eagerly awaited a
presentation titled “Alternate
Anatomical Architectures: The
Cadaver, the Comatose, and
the Chimera.”

The lecture was given by
Greek-born performance art-
ist Stelios Arkadiou, better
known as Stelarc. An honor-
ary professor of arts and ro-
botics at Carnegie Mellon,
Stelarc has focused his work
on technologically augment-
ing human physicality in a
variety of ways. According to
a press release on cmu.edu,
“[Stelarc’s] visit to campus
this week, which will include
interchanges with students
and an invitation-only perfor-
mance at The Andy Warhol
Museum, is indicative of the
university’s growing fusion of
art and science.”

“The body is a chime-
ric construct,” Stelarc said
Wednesday, and to introduce
technology into the body is to
allow it “to perform as an ex-
tended operational system.”
The development of this tech-
nology, he continued, is what
defines the meaning of being
human, especially in modern
times.

Stelarc began the presen-
tation with several examples
of ongoing endeavors in his
field. These included notions
of what he called “flesh circu-

HEALTH TALK

lation” in the sense of circulat-
ing blood and organs around
the body via transplants; “re-
motely connected bodies,”
such as the case of phantom
limbs; and “micro-robots,”
which can be inserted into
the bloodstream to internally
maintain body functions. Each
of these, Stelarc contended,
requires a leap from conven-
tional human design to some-
thing more effective that can
be engineered with technol-
ogy.

To show the extent of this
technology’s impact, Stelarc
showed a somewhat humor-
ous NASA video depicting
floating human-like robots
colonizing Mars. While unlike-
ly, Stelarc noted, advances in
technology could make such
scenes possible.

The second half of the art-
ist’s lecture focused largely on
some of his own unique exper-
iments. During the '80s, he put
his own skin to the test by sus-
pending his body in the air via
hooks in his skin to simulate
the effect of what he referred
to as a “true 1-G gravitational
field” on human skin, apply-
ing the feeling of gravity to all
parts of the skin as a result of
his body weight.

As a humorous aside, he
explained how he was once ar-
rested for hanging by his skin,
naked, over the streets of New
York — not because it was in-
appropriate, but because he
was apparently inflicting po-
tential danger to the people
below.

Stelarc later experimented
with prosthetics, devising a
third arm that could function
independently of the other
two; he demonstrated this
with a clip of himself writ-
ing the word “evolution” with
three hands at once. This and
other experiments with artifi-
cial appendages led him to the
idea of engineering biological
implants.

The concept of implants
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led Stelarc to implant an ear in
his own left arm. He explained
that he wanted to concatenate
pieces of the human body
into a system that is “spatially
separated but electronically
connected.” The extra ear, a
prosthesis made from soft tis-
sue and cartilage from his rib
cage, can be connected to a
microphone using Wi-Fi tech-
nology. To an astounded audi-
ence, Stelarc pulled back his

left sleeve and lifted his arm,
displaying the extremely life-
like ear embedded in his flesh.

The final slides of the
lecture showed some of the
cutting-edge technology in de-
velopment today, such as the
tissue printer, a device that
can mass-produce living hu-
man cells. With a resounding
laugh, the artist mused that
there will one day be “organs
awaiting bodies.”
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Stelarc’s presentation was
generally well received by
the audience. Paul Andre, a
post-doctoral fellow in the
Human-Computer Interaction
Institute, commented on the
lecture in an email, saying that
while he enjoyed the enter-
taining lecture, “it would have
been interesting to hear more
of his thoughts on the ‘obso-
lete body’ and the themes and
ideas behind his work.”

Courtesy of Andy Miah via Flickr

Performance artist Stelarc shows his left-arm ear implant during a keynote talk at the University of Warwick last June.

Homeostasis balances conditions

AMRITHA PARTHASARATHY

Staffwriter

The basis of any organ-
ism, from the small bacteria
that live in volcanoes to the
higher-functioning  entities
that we humans are, is the
principle of homeostasis. The
Discovery Health website de-
fines homeostasis as “a state
of balance within the body.”
In other words, homeostasis
is the act of maintaining the
internal environment of an
organism’s body to achieve
optimal function. But why is
this state important at all for
the functioning of the organ-
ism, and how exactly does it
work?

The answer to the first
question is simple. We do so
many things each day, and
each function is carried out
by a specific organ as it col-
laborates with the other parts
of the body that need a very
specific environment to func-
tion correctly. Homeostasis
maintains these different en-
vironments so that each or-
gan can function at maximum
potential. For example, the
human body maintains an av-
erage temperature of 98.6°F;
according to Gizmodo, this is
warm enough to prevent fun-
gal infection, but cold enough
that our bodies don’t main-
tain a metabolism that re-
quires constant consumption
of food.

Even the slightest change

in our internal environments
can lead to significant impact
on our bodies. Body tempera-
ture is tightly regulated and
has good reason to be. Ac-
cording to the website Biol-
ogy Reference, “If core body
temperature goes below 33°C
(91°F), aperson s likely to die
of hypothermia, and if it goes
above 42°C (108°F), death
from hyperthermia is likely.”
With such consequences, it
makes sense that homeosta-
sis is an important tool in our
bodies.

Homeostasis is a complex
process, with every system
working in sync to ensure that
the environment is “just right”
for their function. But mostly,
homeostasis is controlled by
negative and positive feed-
back loops.

Negative feedback loops
generally involve receptors
which detect deviations from
normality; a control center,
such as the brain, which inte-
grates all of the information
fed to it by the receptors; and
effectors which receive mes-
sages from the control center
and induce a change to cor-
rect the initial deviation. An
example of this can be found
in the body’s regulation of
blood pressure. When recep-
tors in blood vessels detect
an abnormal amount of re-
sistance of blood flow against
the vessel walls, they send a
message to the brain, which in
turn commands the heart to

lower its blood flow rate and
the blood vessels to increase
in diameter, lowering blood
pressure.

The body also uses positive
feedback loops to maintain
homeostasis. In this method,
an abnormality in the body
that disturbs homeostasis trig-
gers a cascade of events that
then results in the abnormal-
ity disappearing and causing
homeostasis to be returned.
A good example of this can be
seen in blood clotting. When
one is wounded, the blood
vessels in the area break,
causing the blood in them to
flow out rapidly. Thrombin,
a protein that aids in blood
clotting, rushes in and initi-
ates the production of more
thrombin to speed up the clot-
ting process. While negative
feedback loops slow down a
process such as heart rate in
response to high blood pres-
sure, these positive feedback
loops correct an abnormality
by speeding up a process like
the production of blood clot-
ting proteins.

Positive and negative feed-
back are just two methods our
bodies are known to use to
keep the intricate balance of
homeostasis. A stable internal
environment is highly impor-
tant for our bodies’ functions.
As such, homeostasis is a key
component of of life function
and is what enables us to do
the multitude of activities we
participate in daily.

Kathy Lee/Staff
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Adelaide Cole/Art Editor

Student government communication unsolved by Student Senate Week

Student government has an image
problem.

A common perception of student
government at Carnegie Mellon is
that it is ineffective and pointless.
To some extent this perception is ac-
curate, but it stems mainly from stu-
dent government leaders’ inability
to communicate their ideas and ac-
complishments to the student body.
Student Senate attempted to address
this difficulty with last week’s Senate
Week events, and while they were a
step in the right direction, they did
little to inform the average Carnegie
Mellon student about the role that
Senate and student government play
in undergraduate students’ lives.

Despite Senate Week and other
modest efforts by undergraduate
student government leaders to raise
awareness, most students cannot

Assassination of Awlaki flouts hasic

Cause of death: Hellfire missiles.

This could very well be part of the
obituary of a high-profile terrorist,
not an American citizen.

But in the case of Anwar al-Aw-
laki, the government tells us that he
was both. Regardless of his standing
as an American citizen, he was placed
on a “targeted killing list” and killed
by drone strike last month in Yemen.

This targeted, military-backed
killing of an American citizen is un-
precedented. No information has
been publicly provided to justify this
killing, as no court and judge heard
Awlaki’s case. When Awlaki’s father,

name a Senator from their college;
many also cannot identify the cur-
rent student body president and
vice presidents. While some of the
responsibility for this ignorance lies
with students for failing to be in-
formed about their leaders, most of
it lies with the student government
leadership.

In January, we expressed our
disappointment with the first half
of the administration of then-execu-
tives Jarrett Adams and Kate Smith
for their failure to achieve their
campaign goals and to maintain a
dialogue with the student body. Al-
though current Student Body Presi-
dent Jake Flittner and Student Body
Vice President Sangita Sharma have
been in office for close to two months
now, we are dismayed to see the
same lack of communication.

Nasser al-Aulaqi, sued the U.S. gov-
ernment with the American Civil
Liberties Union, the case was dis-
missed under the argument that his
father lacked legal standing to sue
on his son’s behalf. Aulaqi fought for
his son’s right to trial, something we
consider fundamental to American
justice, and lost.

Awlaki was killed by two Hellfire
missiles as he was getting breakfast
and another American citizen, Samir
Khan, was killed in the same attack
and his death treated as collateral
damage.

Khan was not on any approved list;

On the student government ex-
ecutive web page, as of last Satur-
day, the “Members” list has not been
updated since last year — Adams,
Smith, former Vice President for
Organizations Aaron Gross, and for-
mer Vice President for Finance Eric
Wu are listed instead of the current
leaders. The “Projects” page remains
blank. The Tartan Rewards Program
page still lists events from last semes-
ter.

The @cmuexec Twitter account
has been occasionally updated since
the start of the semester, but with
eight followers, it is hardly an effec-
tive way to reach the student body.
Student government’s Facebook
page, which has about 350 fans, has
not been updated since the end of
last semester.

If Carnegie Mellon’s student gov-

ernment leaders are serious about
enhancing communication with the
student body — and we hope they
are — then they need to take advan-
tage of the resources they already
have. Although the Senate holds
weekly public meetings, we believe
that a separate forum needs to be cre-
ated strictly for student feedback. At
the very least, Senate needs to make
its existing meetings more visible.

This could easily be done by in-
viting students to meetings via Face-
book events, actively expanding its
official Twitter following, updating
the student government executive
web page, and utilizing all of the
technological resources available to
it. Furthering communication be-
tween undergraduates and their rep-
resentatives should be a top priority
for student government.

rights, subverts U.S. justice system

he was not deemed a national threat,
yet his government killed him. Our
government — President Obama, the
National Security Council, and the
CIA — has seemingly decided that it
can now kill any American, without
trial and without appeal. Moreover,
the government can do this any-
where in the world. When fighting
terrorism, there are no limits. We
are not at war in Yemen, yet military
force can be used on civilians there
who may be terrorists.

Awlaki may have been dangerous
and may have been guilty, but our
justice system did not arrive at that

verdict prior to killing him. While he
was allegedly linked to several ter-
rorism attacks and prevented inci-
dents, none of those allegations were
reviewed in a standard judicial pro-
cess. He was judged by generals and
politicians, sentenced in absentia
without appeal, and killed. Establish-
ing such a precedent is a dangerous
and foolish thing to do.

We condemn any assassinations,
but this one is particularly alarming
because of the way it directly con-
tradicts our country’s justice system
and the rights we are guaranteed as
Americans.

Online courses have unique challenges, but present great opportunities

Advancing technologies are trans-
forming the way people learn. As the
internet has gained prominence in
global society, universities have tried
to evolve their academic programs
to keep pace with technological ad-
vancements. The Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology’s OpenCourse-
Ware initiative, where some of the
university’s courses — including
problem sets, lecture notes, and ex-
ams — are available for free online,
was an early example of high-quality
instructional materials made avail-
able to people who could not nor-
mally attend college, much less one
as prestigious as MIT. This semester,
Stanford University’s “Introduction
to Artificial Intelligence” course has
been made available online to any-

one around the world, and so far
130,000 students have enrolled.
These programs are examples of the
benefits that technology can bring to
education, but they are only the first
steps in what we believe will trans-
form how students learn.

The current model of university
education is the familiar one to Carn-
egie Mellon students. High school
seniors apply to colleges, say good-
bye to their parents, and head off to
a university campus for the next four
years or so. While there, they attend
classes, join clubs, make friends, and
occasionally sleep. But the MIT and
Stanford programs, along with the
many existing online degree pro-
grams, are the vanguard of a differ-
ent model of education, one that will

extend opportunities for advanced
education to people who have previ-
ously been left out.

There has been no shortage of
criticism of internet learning initia-
tives from the academic status quo.
What seems to be a common fear is
that non-traditional students will
lose out on the defining aspects of
college. They will not be able to form
the same close bonds of friendship,
nor will they have the chance to ex-
pand their interests through extra-
curricular activities or general edu-
cation requirements. However, this
view loses sight of the real reason for
non-traditional education. The stu-
dents who can attend four-year col-
leges and follow the traditional path
are served by the current system.

Future programs will give the eco-
nomically or socially disadvantaged
the chance to better themselves.
They will allow unemployed workers
to learn the skills they need to earn
credentials that will allow them the
freedom to change careers.

The future of education is far from
certain. For every successful and
rigorous online program, there are
many that are just “degree factories”
or simply failures. Instead of focusing
on the flaws of online programs, we
should find ways to improve them.
Online and distributed academic
programs should not be compared to
traditional universities. They should
instead be judged on how they ex-
pand opportunities beyond the sta-
tus quo.

Problems
N H&SS
cannot be
overlooked

d}ﬁ@m@i«;ﬂ:

KATIE CHIRONIS

I'll admit, I was both bemused
and bothered by the letter to the
editor regarding the article “Diet-
rich Pride Day Indicates Deeper
H&SS Problems.”

Let me preface this by saying
that I am a junior in the Dietrich
College of Humanities and Social
Sciences, and I love the school
with all my heart. I really, truly do.
Many of my friends, if not most of
them, are fellow H&SS students. I
have found a primary major in the
college that has trained me and
prepared me for a lifelong career
in my areas of focus.

The problem isn’t with the aca-
demics in H&SS, nor with the high
qualifications of the faculty here.
The professors and coursework are
excellent. The problem is that in
terms of higher organization, the
college becomes murky very quick-
ly, despite the administration’s
continual denial of any such prob-
lem. That’s the most unsettling is-
sue we face as H&SS students, and
one which was reflected not only
in Joseph Devine’s letter to the
editor but also in Tim Haggerty’s
online comment left in response to
the editorial.

It’s easy to draw the blinds and
ignore these problems, of course,

I have experienced
firsthand that
actively trying to
locate current,
consistent
information ... is a
challenge.

but those challenges remain. I
watch my friends consistently
worry about obtaining jobs and
internships because the college
lacks a solid technical core, despite
Carnegie Mellon’s strong comput-
er science and engineering pro-
grams. I see that even in a college
which apparently is promoting (as
Devine’s letter claims) “engaged
and responsible citizenship,” stu-
dents are entirely unmotivated
to represent the college in Carn-
egie Mellon’s Student Senate — or
even compete for leadership roles
within the college itself. It’s a well-
known joke that it’s possible to win
an H&SS Student Senate seat with
only a couple write-in votes — the
post-vote proof is online for all to
see.

One Senate seat is entirely emp-
ty, and of the eight senators elect-
ed during 2011’s elections term,
only five remain.

I have experienced firsthand
that actively trying to locate cur-
rent, consistent information re-
garding major and course require-
ments is a challenge — because
of lack of unification, each major
has radically different base re-
quirements, many of which shift
annually. And while the diversity
might keep H&SS interesting, as a

See DIETRICH, A8
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New Arrested Development must maintain appeal of original

JOSH SMITH
Junior Staffwriter

Cynicism is incredibly prevalent
in modern society. It has become
a sort of cultural norm to expect
empty promises, making skepticism
the only reasonable way to view the
world. I would be lying if I said there
is no reason to be a cynic: We are fac-
ing turmoil as a nation, under the

Adelaide Cole/Art Editor

trials of a prolonged recession, an
increasingly volatile political system,
and countless other conflicts that
plague the world. Often, glimmers
of hope seem too far-fetched and
are naturally disregarded, especially
if they are only promises of good
things to come. Yet hope should not
be cast aside.

This week I learned that Arrested
Development would return.

The rumor that the critically ac-
claimed television show would re-
appear in some format has been
incubating since the show’s initial
cancellation in 2006. The surprise,
however, came when it was an-
nounced that the movie would be
preceded by an extra season of the
show focused on developing the indi-
vidual characters’ whereabouts since
the series ended.

I am thrilled by the prospect of
more Bluth family shenanigans, yet
I'm also cautious. If one were in need
of a reason to be cynical, one would
only have to look as far as one’s tele-
vision or the silver screen. Numerous
television shows and movies have in-
spired sequels and entire franchises,
but more often than not they pale
in comparison to the original work.
When striking a balance between
fan service and maintaining the ap-
peal of the original show or movie,
fan service usually wins and thus
creates something that lacks the
spirit of its predecessor.

The most notable instance of

a franchise that has received fallout
is Star Wars. Arguably the most clas-
sic film franchise of all time, its origi-
nal trilogy ended in 1983 with the
release of Return of the Jedi. Since
then, there have been many addi-
tions to the story, including the pre-
quels. As much as it pains this Star
Wars fan to picture Darth Vader as
a sexually frustrated boy with a hair
braid, or to know that Jar Jar Binks
is a thing, these facts are now canon
to the story.

Discontent is not only restrained
to the prequels. The recent release of
Star Wars: The Complete Saga on Blu-
Ray saw numerous alterations to the
original trilogy by means of “digital
enhancement.” This sparked much
protest among fans that were upset
at a franchise they know and love be-
ing “tarnished.”

The differences between a come-
dy television show like Arrested Devel-
opment and a blockbuster sci-fi movie
trilogy like Star Wars are obvious, yet
there are many questions that arise
from comparing the two. Will a new
season and a film enhance or disrupt
the Arrested Development mythos?
Will the spirit of Arrested Develop-
ment live on in the new season and
movie? And if it does, will that spirit
still be as relevant and entertaining
today as the original run was?

Not every franchise ends with
mixed emotions. I had similar wor-
ries two years ago when I discovered
my favorite movie was getting a sec-

Popular vote should determine presidential elections

GREG HANNEMAN

The next 13 months are go
ing to be a contentious time in poli-
tics. Not only do we have to elect a
president, but it seems we also have
to figure out how.

Republican Dominic Pileggi, the
majority leader in the Pennsylvania
state Senate, sponsored a bill last
month to award Pennsylvania’s elec-
toral votes individually, to the win-
ning presidential candidate in each
of the state’s Congressional districts,
rather than by the traditional win-
ner-takes-all method. Some state Re-
publicans, including Governor Tom
Corbett, are voicing their support for
the measure.

It’s not difficult to see why. Penn-
sylvania awarded its full 21 electoral
votes to Democrat Barack Obama
when he won the state’s popular vote
in 2008. If Pileggi’s method had been
in effect then, Obama’s total would
have been reduced to 11, leaving the
remaining 10 for Republican chal-
lenger John McCain. In these par-
tisan times, any scheme that would
turn a 21-0 Democratic shutout into
an 11-10 near tie is music to GOP
ears. Just as obviously, Democrats
are lining up against the proposal,
using as their excuse that it would
decrease Pennsylvania’s importance

as a swing state in national elections
and funnel away campaign spending.

Dividing Pennsylvania’s electoral
votes by Congressional district, no
matter how sensible the idea seems
on the surface, is nothing more than
a political ploy. Republicans pro-
posed and support the method; they
also — surprise — control the process
that will determine the boundaries
of Pennsylvania’s Congressional dis-
tricts for the next three presidential
elections. These districts are already
heavily gerrymandered, and giving
GOP mapmakers extra motivation
to push and pull the lines just right
shows a preoccupation with politics,

not with representing the will of the
state’s voters more accurately.

If our state legislators really
wanted to represent vote tallies
more accurately, they’d sign on to
an initiative like the National Popu-
lar Vote Interstate Compact. Under
the terms of the compact, member
states pass laws allocating their own
electoral vote totals to the winner
of the nationwide popular vote. The
changes take effect when enough
states to represent a majority of the
Electoral College sign on, thereafter
guaranteeing the presidency to the
candidate receiving the most votes
nationally. So far, the compact has

the support of eight states plus Wash-
ington, D.C., taking it to 132 of the
270 electoral votes it needs in order
to become active. Pennsylvania’s 20
votes would be a significant addition.

Lawmakers who want fair and
accurate vote counting should know
that one vote per person — equally
counted regardless of state, Congres-
sional district, county, or otherwise
— is about as fair and accurate as
you can get. We already have enough
to fight over without worrying about
how and when our votes matter.

Greg Hanneman (ghannema@) is a
contributing editor for The Tartan.
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HPV vaccine touches off larger discussion on sex

EMILY DOBLER

California Governor Jerry Brown
signed a law allowing children as
young as 12 years old the power to
consent to HPV vaccines on Sunday.

Upon first glance, this does not
seem like such a big deal. HPV vac-
cines are known to combat human
papillomavirus, precancerous cervi-
cal cell changes, and (potentially the
most important) sexually transmit-
ted diseases. This should be consid-
ered an achievement; Brown should
be commended for his forward think-
ing. The measure was even backed by
groups including the California STD
Controllers Association, the Health
Officers Association of California,
and the American Civil Liberties
Union.

I couldn’t agree more with Brown
and his supporters’ decision. If any-
thing, this law is a step in the right
direction for our nation’s youth. Yes,
12 years old seems incredibly young
to start discussing the grim realities
of adulthood.

But by giving young teens the op-
portunity to reach out and find help
for any STD related problems, Brown
is encouraging an open discussion
about sex. Talking frankly about the
subject will make it less taboo and
will make teens less afraid to ask
questions and get information. And,

let’s be honest, information is key
when it comes to the topic of sex;
misinformation is what leads to un-
expected pregnancies and diseases.
Only with accurate knowledge will
young teens be able to judge how se-
rious the act of sex is to understand
the lifelong consequences of STDs.

Yet Brown’s actions have ignited
waves of resentment and backlash
from hard-line conservatives. The
bill was opposed by the California
Catholic Conference, which also op-
posed previous measures to allow
minors to consent to certain medical
treatments without parental involve-
ment. This hardly comes as a shock.

The HPV vaccine has been a
hot-button issue for Republicans
throughout their 2012 campaign
trails. Representative Michele Bach-
mann (R-Minn.) and Governor Rick
Perry (R-Texas) have especially tar-
geted the vaccine, declaring it dan-
gerous and harmful to minors. They
and their supporters claim the drug
inflicts ridiculously ludicrous side-
effects such as mental retardation
and autism. They refuse to allow the
federal government to make such pa-
rental choices for them, given the so-
called side effects.

“I'm not a scientist. I'm not a phy-
sician. All I was doing was reporting
what this woman told me last night
at the debate,” Bachmann said on
Sean Hannity’s radio show in defense
of her opposition to the vaccine. “As a
mother, I would not want the federal
government or a state government to
mandate that my child have an injec-

“A report released in late August by
the Institute of Medicine found no link
between the vaccine and autism, the
most common link claimed by those who
oppose inoculation.”

—The Hill

tion, just because government says
so.”

The Centers for Disease Control’s
website reports that only mild to
moderate problems are known to oc-
cur with the HPV vaccines Cervarix
and Gardasil. Typical symptoms in-
clude reactions where the shot was
given, general pain, and redness or
swelling. More severe symptoms
include fever of 99.5 °F or higher,
headache, nausea, vomiting, joint
pain, and fainting.

Moreover, according to a recent
article on The Hill, “A report released
in late August by the Institute of Med-
icine found no link between the vac-
cine and autism, the most common
link claimed by those who oppose
inoculation. The study also failed to
find adequate evidence to suggest
that the vaccine causes a dozen other
serious adverse neurological and
physical effects. It did, however, find
some evidence that the vaccine could
lead to anaphylaxis, or a severe aller-
gic reaction.”

So, faced with the insurmount-
able evidence against conservatives’

unfounded assertions, it is hard to
believe that they are solely angry at
HPV vaccinations and the potential
side-effects. What they truly seem
to be incensed about is the overarch-
ing topic I mentioned earlier: sex.
Conservatives, for some unknown
reason, want to keep this topic be-
hind closed doors. This is rather fool-
ish for the same reasons I praised
Brown’s legislation. Conservatives
need to come to terms that teaching
abstinence will not keep their chil-
dren from “exploring” and “hands-on
learning.”

Until people can escape their po-
litically partisan biases, legislation
like Brown’s will forever incite back-
lash from hard-line groups.

Until they can see the larger ben-
efits of open discussions on sex, we
will continue to see young teens
fumble along the path to adulthood
and make grave mistakes that will
stay with them for the remainder of
their lives.

Emily Dobler (edobler@) is News edi-
tor for The Tartan.

Stories are dear to
us. We learn from
them, they shape
us as people, and
thus we don’t want
them to become
corrupted.

ond sequel, 11 years after the original
premiered. I grew up on this series,
and it has had more of an influence
on me than I can put into words. The
first installment was untouchable in
my mind, so pure and perfect, and
the second movie somehow man-
aged to improve on this, making me
fear that any further additions to the
franchise would completely ruin it as
awhole.

The film I am talking about, of
course, is Toy Story 3, and needless
to say my fears were replaced by un-
adulterated love for how perfectly
they concluded the trilogy.

Stories are dear to us. We learn
from them, they shape us as people,
and thus we don’t want them to be-
come corrupted.

Arrested Development is a fran-
chise no one wants to see blemished.
The cynical view is to be prepared
for disappointment. But you should
remember: There is always money in
the banana stand.

H&SS still
requires
cohesion

DIETRICH, from A7

creative writing major, I have next
to nothing in common with my
friends from cognitive science or
information systems.

Haggerty’s comment states that
“The interpretations of human
endeavor that concern the schol-
ars who reside in Baker Hall are
necessarily multifaceted, complex
tasks that belie any easy attempt
to be branded. A unified H&SS —
whatever that may mean — might
be easier to discuss at college fairs
or sum up in 140 characters, but
it would be anathema to indepen-
dent thought and intellectual in-

quiry.”
But those qualities — indepen-
dence, intellectualism, concern

for human endeavor — are seen
throughout the whole of Carnegie
Mellon, and indeed every other
higher academic institution in the
United States.

The problem is that H&SS
lacks cohesion beyond those ge-
neric qualities. According to the
administration, some free food,
a raffle, and a nice T-shirt should
ameliorate all of this. Shockingly,
it doesn’t. Also according to the
administration, we should out-
right accept the chaos of having an
education we cannot “sum up in
140 characters,” as Mr. Haggerty
describes, and be happy. Unfortu-
nately, I'm sure I speak for many
of my peers when I say we’d also
like to be employed, and elevator
pitches are already hard enough to
come by for us.

To the administration: Give us
a relevant academic base we can
use to relate to all of our peers, not
just those in our majors. Make it
known that you want to listen to
our voices — the fact that there
is an enormous silent majority
should be telling. Give us a forum
to express our voices to you di-
rectly, and you’ll see members
of the college stepping up to fill
seats they never realized existed.
Put majors which are better aca-
demically served under other col-
leges — for example, information
systems and economics — wholly
within those colleges. I promise we
can still keep the multifaceted-ness
our college emphasizes.

We will not lose diversity by re-
clarifying H&SS’s vision and mis-
sion statement. We will only grow
stronger. I want to be proud to be
an H&SS student. Offer me the
opportunity to feel connected to
a whole, and I will seize it. I love
this college, and I love Carnegie
Mellon. That’s never been in ques-
tion, and I know that many agree.
H&SS, for most of us, has been
more than just “a good choice.”
That’s why we’re still here. Now it’s
up to you to keep your end of the
bargain. Do us proud.

Katie Chironis (kchironi@) is copy
manager for The Tartan.
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The cattle were lowing: Thoughts on an a cappella date auction

WILL PENMAN
Junior Staffwriter

This weekend I went to what’s
known as a “date auction”: Attend-
ees bid on a guy or girl, and the pro-
ceeds go to charity. In this case, two
of Carnegie Mellon’s great a cappella
groups, Counterpoint and the Origi-
nals, auctioned off select members to
the highest bidder.

Out of the five guys and five girls
auctioned, I don't think a single date

will occur, so it obviously wasn’t
done in all seriousness. And the peo-
ple seemed really nice — it’s nothing
about them. I just think that date
auctions are an unwise way to raise
money.

Let me set the scene. We met in
The Underground, which coinciden-
tally makes me think of a holding
tank for slaves, but at least the sing-
ers looked dapper in their outfits. Of
the 50-ish people there, most seemed
to be unintentionally present — play-

ing pool, eating with friends — al-
though many were attentive. I was
creepily off to the side taking notes.
Several gaggles of girls were there
to cheer on their friends. I think one
girl’s dad was even there with a video
camera, so now she can remember
her auction forever.

The performances were captivat-
ing, so to speak. I don’t think the
songs were intentionally self-refer-
ential, but when the girls sang about
how there was a “Shark in the Water”

and the guys sang (a fantastic rendi-
tion of) “Teenage Dream,” I did won-
der.

Pitches were full of innuendo and
domination (“our next item up for
bid”), and the bidding was about
what you would expect from college
budgets: a pretty consistent $25 per
person price, except when one bid-
ding war over a girl with a ring on
her finger forced her significant other
into valuing his girl at an awkwardly
specific $38.

Now you may say to me, “Will,
why ask someone on a consensual
date when you can just pay for it at a
date auction?”

And I admit, now that Craigslist
took down its “Erotic Services” sec-
tion, there is more demand. But for
one thing, think of the children! No,
really, if the relationship worked out,
it would be like the end of a bad Mas-

Christa Hester/Forum Editor

terCard commercial: “Falling in love
with my wife: priceless.... Well, actu-
ally it was $46.”

If date auctions are harmless be-
cause theyre so slightly attended
that they’re not really able to auction
dates, then it seems silly to justify an
event by its ineffectiveness.

At some point, I realized that
there’s another comparison that can
be made besides slavery and prosti-
tution. Date auctions don’t only have
you paying for sexual attention, they
also have you paying for sexual atten-
tion. It’s like the ads on Google. (Now
I see the Carnegie Mellon nods.)
Companies bid for their favorite key-
words. Even if they win, all they get is
to show off to people who already see
a lot of ads.

In connection with that, I will say
that there was a lot of click fraud at
the auction. Most people had ar-
ranged for their friends to buy them.
One cute girl who actually tried to bid
on a few guys kept getting shut down
by artificially high prices. I thought
about walking up to a girl at the end
and saying, “Your AdWords were too
pricey for me,” but I thought that
even in my suavest tone it wouldn't
land me a date.

There are alternative fundraisers
to date auctions. Carnegie Mellon’s
Donut Dash looks inventive and awe-
some, for instance. Even that entre-
preneurship group that sold Indian
food to win a class contest was work-
ing off of a cool idea.

But date auctions encourage
lighthearted enactments of human
ownership, Facebook comments like
“buyyyyy meeeeeeeeee (two people
liked this).” One poor girl actually
wrote that, and it reminded me of
Gandalf the Grey’s cry as he fell down
that chasm fighting the Balrog, never
to be seen again. Except she would do
it in perfect C. Next time we see that
girl, she'll probably be like, “I'm Gan-
dalf the White, suckers!”

Now that would make a great fun-
draiser.

Nobel literature prize winner, ignored in U.S., is worth a read

il =

PATRICK GAGE KELLEY

Every year, Nobel Prizes in
chemistry, physics, physiology or
medicine, peace, and literature are
awarded: three to scientists, one to
an activist, and one to an artist.

That last one, we as a nation
will ignore. We will not consider
this year’s winner’s “condensed,
translucent images, [which] give us
fresh access to reality.” Even with
the Swedish Academy’s compelling
tweet-length press quote on this
year’s winner of the Nobel Prize
in literature, Swedish poet Tomas
Transtromer, we will not dive into
his art. Despite the fact that he has
just won the Nobel for artists and
that his entire corpus is less than 300
pages, he will remain largely unread
in America.

We as a country continue to be
uninformed about actual literature,
especially literature written by any-
one outside of our country or by any-
one who dares write in a language
other than our own. We are so un-
informed that we lack the ability to

reason about the prize. Americans
are not informed enough to call she-
nanigans on the Swedish Academy
awarding the prize to a Swedish poet
— what incest!

Even if we were aware that he was
the eighth Swede to win the prize in
the mere 111 years it has existed,
seemingly a clear bias, we couldn’t
actually argue that they were keep-
ing it local because we simply aren’t
aware of the whole field. Even if we
think the prize should be less Euro-
centric (10 of the 12 awarded since
2000), none of us is able to even
name a writer from Asia or Africa.
If we want to believe that this prize
should be politicized, and overtly
so, we cannot connect it with the
Arab Spring, because we have not
read artists like Nuruddin Farah or
Adonis.

If you read the news reports last
week, you will have seen Trans-
tromer described as “a well-recog-
nized voice in Scandinavian coun-
tries” or “Sweden’s most lauded
poet.” Who is America’s most laud-
ed poet? When did you last read a
poem? When our best-selling writers
are Dan Brown, Stephenie Meyer,
and Nicholas Sparks, who can we as
a country unify behind for an Ameri-
can Nobel literature prize winner?

We seem to prefer sparkly vam-
pires, wizarding schools, and endless
easy-to-read series over literature
that pushes the boundaries of iden-
tity, socioeconomic status, larger
political issues, and human rights.
Publishers have followed what we
purchase, and the writers that are
published, promoted, and acclaimed
are those who sell books and e-cop-
ies. We remain in the dark, ignoring
literature from abroad and anything
that might make us question the way
we see and think. We will write off
the Swedish Academy as Euro-cen-
tric and irrelevant since they aren’t
saying what we want to hear and
they aren’t naming Americans.

For those of you who aren’t satis-
fied with this, and have the ability to
read a poem and reflect on it, pick up
Transtromer (especially over recent
winners Vargas Llosa and Miiller).
I would specifically recommend Det
Vilda Torget (The Wild Market Square
in English). Step outside your com-
fort zone and join a world in which
literature carries the import it once
did — beyond the New York Times
bestseller list.

Patrick Gage Kelley (pkelley@)
is assistant editor-in-chief for The
Tartan.

The work of Tomas Transtromer

Transtromer’s poem “Black Postcards,” printed below, first appeared
in the collection The Wild Market Square in 1983. It has since been repub-
lished in an English-language anthology, The Great Enigma: New Collected
Poems (2006), translated from Swedish by Robin Fulton.

The diary written full, future unknown.

The cable hums the folk song with no home.

Snowfall on the lead-still sea. Shadows
wrestle on the Pier.

2

In the middle of life it happens that death comes
to take man’s measurements. The visit
is forgotten and life goes on. But the suit

is sewn on the quiet.

The VIA Pittsburgh festival was this past week. So we asked,
What's the coolest event you've been to in Pittshurgh?

A PERSON’S OPINION

Andrew McCoy
Biological Sciences
Junior

“Blues Festival, Arts Festival, and
STEELERS TAILGATING!”

Trisha Ambe
MSE and BME
Sophomore

“Bhangra in the 'Burgh by far!
So much excitement, adrenaline,
and culture!”

Gerard Kramer
Business Administration
First-year

“Kid Cudi and watching Phillies
games in my room.”

Mitra Raman
CS
Sophomore

“Bhangra in the ‘Burgh, Dayglow,
and the riots after the Super
Bowl!”

Compiled by Meera Lakhavani

Steven Jean-Louis
MechE
Junior

“I liked Dayglow, the Eddie
Griffin show, and the Big Boi
concert.”
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Predictions for MLB’s 2011 MVP and Cy Young awards

ADAM GRUBER
Assistant Sports Editor

With Major League Base-
ball playoffs here, the an-
nouncement of regular-season
awards is fast approaching.
The 2011 season awards races
ended in a close finish, so de-
spite the uncertainties as to
who will win, let’s make some
predictions.

There is one race that I
would be willing to bet big
money on. It is pretty much
unanimously decided among
experts and fans that Detroit
Tigers ace Justin Verlander
will win the AL's Cy Young
Award. His 24-8 record, 2.40
earned run average (ERA),
and 250 strikeouts were
good enough to capture the
pitcher’s Triple Crown. Never

FEATURE PHOTO

before has a pitcher won the
pitcher’s Triple Crown and not
won the Cy Young Award.

On that same note, the Los
Angeles Dodgers’ ace, Clayton
Kershaw, is favored to do the
same in the National League.
Heboastsa 21-5record, a2.28
ERA, and 248 strikeouts, lead-
ing all NL pitchers in those cat-
egories. Despite his astound-
ing numbers, experts still give
Phillies aces Cliff Lee and Roy
Halladay, and the Arizona
Diamondbacks’ Ian Kennedy,
an outside shot to win the NL's
Cy Young. However, given the
National League pitcher’s Tri-
ple Crown and the mediocrity
of the Dodgers’ offense, I pre-
dict Kershaw will edge out the
rest of the pack. He could be-
come the first Dodgers pitcher
to win the award since closer

Eric Gagne won it in 2003.
Kershaw’s improved control
on his curveball, plus the addi-
tion of an effective slider and
a change-up to his pitching
repertoire, have proven to be
burdens on opposing hitters.

The Most Valuable Player
race leaders are more ambigu-
ous than the Cy Young races,
with no clear-cut candidate in
either league.

Before I begin presenting
my predictions for the AL MVP
race, I want to eliminate Justin
Verlander from the discussion.
A pitcher can legally win the
race, and Verlander might win
it this year, but I believe that
a pitcher should not win this
award. A starting pitcher only
pitches once every five games.
How can he be the most valu-
able player to his team when

he is only playing in a fifth of
the team’s games? Sure, he
has 24 wins, but the Tigers
won 95. First baseman Miguel
Cabrera has to be considered
more valuable than Verlander
to the Tigers’ successes.

The American League MVP
race is a close one. If I were
one of the baseball writers
who had a vote, I would vote
for the Toronto Blue Jays’ Jose
Bautista. He had an MLB-
leading 43 home runs, a .302
batting average, and 103 runs
batted in (RBIs). However,
the player who I think will
actually win the award is the
Yankees’ Curtis Granderson.
He has had a spectacular sea-
son at the plate. His 41 home
runs and 119 RBIs were good
for second and first in the
AL, respectively. Yankees sec-

ond baseman Robinson Cano
could take votes away from
Granderson, but I don’t think
it will be enough to prevent
him from winning the AL MVP.

The National League MVP
race is a two-player race be-
tween the Los Angeles Dodg-
ers’ outfielder Matt Kemp
and the Milwaukee Brewers’
outfielder Ryan Braun. Al-
though Braun might be fa-
vored for being on a playoff
team, Kemp’s flirtation with
the Triple Crown makes him
the favorite and my prediction
to win it. The last time an of-
fensive player won the Triple
Crown was in 1967, when
Carl Yastrzemski won it with
the Red Sox. Therefore with
Kemp coming close to lead-
ing the league in batting av-
erage, home runs, and RBIs,

he should be the sure pick for
the NL MVP. He concluded the
season third, first, and first in
those categories, respectively,
with a .324 average, 39 home
runs, and 126 RBIs. Addition-
ally, he was remarkably close
to being just the fifth 40-40
player ever — that is, 40 home
runs and 40 steals in a season.
He finished the season just one
home run short. If Kemp wins
the NL MVP, he would become
the first Dodgers player to
win it since Kirk Gibson in the
magical 1988 season.

The 2011 season was a
memorable one, and the play-
offs look to be even more en-
thralling. But before I start
worrying about the journey to
the World Series, I am excited
to see where the regular-sea-
son awards fall into place.
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Tommy Hofman/Photo Editor

First-year forward Madison Nagle takes a shot at the University of Chicago goal. Last season, the Tartans lost

to the Maroons 2-1.

Women’s soccer defeats the University of Chicago at home

Tommy Hofman/Photo Editor

Senior forward Elsa Wu fights off University of Chicago players to gain control of the ball. The Tartans won this

defensive battle, 1-0.

LUCKILY THE GM COLLEGE DISCOUNT DOESN'T.

In fact, it's the best college discount from any car company; and
can save you hundreds — even thousands — on an eligible, new
Chevrolet? Buick or GMC. If you're in college, a grad program
or even a recent grad...take advantage today and get a great deal
on a new ride to call your own!

- | 2012 Chevrolet Sonic 2012 GMC Sierra 1500
=T | discount mample) GvCH (discount example]

Sonic 5-Door LS MSRP starting at $15,395.00 Sierra 1500 Reg. Cab WT 2WD MSRP starting at 5 21.940.00

MSRP of Sonic 5-Door 1LT as shown® § 16,495.00 MSRP of Sierra 1500 Extended Cab SLE 2WD

Preferred Pricing’ § 1620207 with optional equipment as shown’ $32,84000
Preferred Pricing’ 53102626

Your Discount £ 2919
Your Discount $ 1813.74

To save even more, combine your discount with most current incentives.

Stop pedaling...start driving. =i s,
Visit gmeollegediscount.com/save

l] Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/gmcollegeprogram

1) Eligible participants for the GM College Discount Include college students (from any two- or four-year school), recent graduates who have graduated no more than two years ago, and current nursing school and
graduate students. 2) Excludes Chevrolet Valt 3) Tax, title, license, dealer fees and optional equipment extra. See dealer for detalls

The marks of General Motars, its divisions, sbogans, emblems, vehicle model names, vehicle body designs and other marks appearing in this advertisement are the trademarks and/or service marks of General Mators,
Its subsidiarles, affiliates or licensors. ©2011 Ceneral Motors, Buckle up, Americal
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dedltch takes fllght at CMU

The Carnegie Mellon Quidditch team holds practice on the Cut.

ALEX TAPAK
Sports Editor

The CMU Marauders are
Carnegie Mellon’s newest
club sports team on campus
— Quidditch. The game of
Quidditch is based off the
game played in the Harry Pot-
ter series. Quidditch consists
of players flying on brooms
and shooting at hoops high in
the air for points, while play-
ers hit balls at each other, and
one player attempts to catch
the Snitch.

The Carnegie Mellon
Quidditch team was founded
by senior computer science
major Shashank Pradhan on
the predication that Carnegie
Mellon students do not have
enough fun. Over 100 col-
leges across the country have
Quidditch teams. Right now
the Carnegie Mellon team has
about 125 members, although
only about 18-20 of them are
active participants in the or-
ganization.

The game of Quidditch is
played very similarly to how
it is played in the Harry Pot-
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ter series. The only real differ-
ences are that players in this
version do not have the abil-
ity to fly, the Golden Snitch is
a player, and the bludgers do
not fly. There are 14 people
on the field, seven per team,;
the positions are one keeper,
one seeker, two beaters, and
three chasers. The chasers
throw the quaffle, which in
the muggle world is a volley-
ball. They try to throw the
quaffle through various hoops
that are attached to poles
in the ground. The beaters
throw bludgers (dodgeballs)
at other players, who must
freeze if they are hit by one.
An adjustment to the scoring
of the game is that the Gold-
en Snitch is worth 30 points
instead of 150. Instead of a
winged ball, the Snitch is a
person who wears a flag belt
like in flag football and is al-
lowed to run absolutely any-
where. However, they must
return to the pitch every five
to ten minutes.

The team is currently
training for the World Cup in
New York, which takes place
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Alan Vangpat/Senior Staff

from Nov. 12-14, in which
over 100 teams will be partici-
pating. The Carnegie Mellon
team plans to have a match
against the University of Pitts-
burgh Quidditch team, which
was ranked the No. 7 team in
the world at the end of last
month.

Captain Don Hood dis-
cussed the team’s develop-
ment: “We are still a really
young team,” he said. “We’re
working on getting more ath-
letic and strategic. Because it
is such a young sport, there
are not a lot of strategies in
the game yet, so we are trying
to figure out what our team
dynamic is and getting that
team together. We are really
just hoping to get our name
out there and stick our foot in
the door.”

A typical practice for the
team includes conducting
skills and agility drills with
brooms, as well as open scrim-
mages on Fridays for both
members and newcomers.

The team practices from
4:30-6:30 p.m. twice a week
out on the Cut.
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Men’s tennis hosts three teams

ALEX TAPAK
Sports Editor

It finally warmed up in
Pittsburgh, providing the per-
fect Saturday for the Carnegie
Mellon men’s tennis team to
host two matches.

The first match started
at 12:30 p.m. against Rob-
ert Morris University, where
the Tartans were victorious
by a score of 9-0, and the
second one started at 4 p.m.
against local Division I school
Duquesne University, where
the Tartans fell 7-2.

In the first match, the Tar-
tans swept all three doubles
matches. ITA doubles final-
ists No. 1 team of senior Duke
Miller and first-year William

Duncan won the pro-set 8-0.

No. 2 doubles team of se-
nior Jeremy King and first-
year Bryce Beisswanger won
8-3, and No. 3 doubles team
of junior Jooho Yu and first-
year Thomas Cooper also took
the pro-set 8-3.

In singles play, the Tartans
were able to win every match
without dropping a single set
to Robert Morris.

In the second match
against Duquesne, things
were tougher for the Tartans.
Carnegie Mellon was only
able to capture one doubles
match.

At No. 1 doubles Miller
and Duncan won 8-5, while
the team of King and Beiss-
wanger and the team of Yu

and Cooper fell to the Dukes
8-5 and 8-6, respectively.
The Tartans took the court
for singles play. Duncan was
able to pull out a win for the
team at No. 3 singles with a
three-set match. Duncan won
1-6, 6-2, 10-8 in the third set
tie breaker.
At No. 5 singles Yu lost in
a heartbreaking 10-7 match
tiebreaker. In an exhibi-
tion match, first-year Vinit
Paleyekar won a pro-set 8-2.
The Tartans took on Am-
herst College on Sunday, Oct.
9, and suffered an 8-1 loss.
This concludes the fall
season for men’s tennis. They
will now have off-season con-
ditioning until they hit the
courts again in the spring.

Tommy Hofman/Photo Editor

Tommy Hofman/Photo Editor

Top: Junior Duke Miller hits a backhand during a doubles match while first-year Will Duncan is up at the net.
Bottom: Junior Duke Miller hits a forehand from the baseline.
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Limit one per customer. Please see restaurant for details.
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DOUBLE POINTS DAY

Earn double points on the Qdoba Rewards program.

TACO-TASTIC TUESDAY

Enjoy tacos for only $1.

FREE STUDENT DRINK

Purchase an entrée of your choice and receive a
regular fountain drink for FREE (must show ID).

BAR SPECIALS (FORBES LOCATION)

Stop in and enjoy our daily beer specials!
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MEXICAN GRILL
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SOCCER

MEN'S \
Next Game: Fnday

_WOMEN SK
Next Game: Fmday
-.@ Umvérslty of Rochester

@ University of Rochester .

L
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VOLLEYBALL

E-Qb Next Game:

B Saturday
@ University of Rochester

vs. University of Rochester

& Emory University

BALL -
Next Game: Saturday, Oct. 22

@ Wittenbeerﬂersity g’ ‘

TENNIS
MEN'S

Next Game: Spring 2012

WOMEN'S
Next Game:
Thursday-Sunday

ITA Nationals, @ Mobile, Ala.

'CROSS COUNTRY

Next Meet: Friday
Penn State Invite @ Penn State

INTRAMURAL DEADLINES
Baskethall (three-on-three): Wednesday

Men’s Soccer

vs. University of Chicago

Women’s Soccer
vs. University of Chicago

Football

vs. Ohio Wesleyan

Women’s Tennis

vs. Baldwin Wallace College
vs. Oberlin College

Men’s Tennis

vs. Robert Morris University
vs. Duguesne University
vs. Amhurst University

Men’s Cross Country
Carnegie Mellon Invitational

Women’s Cross Country

Carnegie Mellon Invitational

Sports wrap-up

W 3-2

W 41-10

3rd place

bth place

Sports

Tartans football wms nlght game at home

The stands were full of fans at the Saturday night game. Besides the game,

ADAM GRUBER
Assistant Sports Editor

The Carnegie Mellon Tar-
tans hosted the Ohio Wes-
leyan Bishops last Saturday in
front of a roaring crowd. With
festivities provided by the
Alumni Association and Tar-
tan Athletics, the fans came
flocking in and the Tartans
came ready to play.

The Tartans’ first posses-
sion ended with a 2-yard run
by junior running back Jake
Nardone, which closed out a
10-play, 57-yard drive.

On the following Bishops’
possession, junior Vincent
Brown intercepted quarter-
back Mark Espinosa’s pass.
The following Tartan posses-

SPORTS COMMENTARY

sion started from the Bishops’
29-yard line and ended with a
1-yard run by senior running
back Chris Garcia to bring the
score to 14-0.

After a quick three-and-out
by the Bishops, junior running
back Patrick Blanks scored for
the Tartans with a 24-yard run
down the sideline, breaking
tackle after tackle to find the
end zone.

After the Tartans forced
a second turnover, Nardone
scored again, this time on an
11-yard run, extending the
lead to 27-0.

The Bishops managed a
field goal in the last posses-
sion of the half, capping off a
21-play, 63-yard drive.

But with just 30 seconds

left in the first half, the Tar-
tans scored again. After a
fourth-down-and-one  pass
from sophomore quarterback
Rob Kalkstein to junior wide
receiver Alex Lum, Garcia
ran for a touchdown from the
1-yard-line. At halftime, the
score was 34-3.

The third quarter was
scoreless until the 4:50 mark,
when junior running back
Jared Delello ran one in from
nine yards out, bringing the
score to 41-3.

The Bishops scored once
more on a pass by Espinosa
to Rayce Risser for a 9-yard
touchdown reception, but that
would be the last score of the
game. The Tartans won 41-10.

The Tartans finished with

File Photo by Celia Ludwinski
there were giveaways, a barbeque, and a halftime show for the fans.

422 all-purpose yards, 300 of
them with the running game.
Garcia’s 76 yards moved him
up to 13th all-time in Tartans
rushing with 1,439 career
rushing yards. Sophomore
inside linebacker Eric Rolfes,
who had eight tackles, led the
stifling Tartans defense. Ju-
nior linebacker Nick Karabin
forced two fumbles in the
game, adding six tackles as
well.

With this win, Carnegie
Mellon football is at 499 wins
since the team’s founding.
After a bye in the upcoming
week, the Tartans will play
Wittenberg University on Sat-
urday, Oct. 22, where they
will look to end the journey to
500 wins.

Surprises

JEREMY KING
Staftwriter

I know, I know. Just last
week I said that the two favor-
ites in the Major League Base-
ball playoffs were the Phila-
delphia Phillies and the New
York Yankees. Given that both
teams lost in the first round of
the playoffs this past week, I
guess it’s a good thing that I
didn’t put any money on that.
If there is one thing about the
MLB playoffs that is certain,
it’s that there will be upsets,
especially in the first round.
Now we are left with two un-
likely, yet exciting, match ups.
The Milwaukee Brewers and
St. Louis Cardinals get to re-
new their division rivalry, and
the Texas Rangers and Detroit
Tigers will battle it out in the
American League. Both series
should be extremely competi-
tive with these teams being so
evenly matched, so it should
be an exciting League Cham-
pionship Series.

The Cardinals and Brewers
series is the more interesting
match up, given the boiling
hatred between these two
teams. They are bitter divi-
sion rivals, and this rivalry
has only intensified this year
with both teams in the thick
of this year’s playoff race. But
a primary promoter in this
loathing is Brewers outfielder
Nyjer Morgan. Morgan has
been very active in the media
through his Twitter alias Tony
Plush, who is known for mak-
ing outrageous statements
while contributing his aloof
attitude on the field. However,
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it is not always fun and games
when Morgan is involved.

Earlier in the regular sea-
son, Morgan and Cardinals
ace Chris Carpenter got into
a bitter exchange in a heated
game between the two teams.
Videos show Morgan throw-
ing a wad of chewing gum at
the veteran pitcher, further
inciting a team that already
hates the Brewers’ guts. Later
on, Morgan called out the
Cardinals first baseman Albert
Pujols, the best player in the
game, on Twitter by mock-
ingly calling him “Alberta.” If
there is anything we can ex-
pect from this series, it is that
emotions will be running high
and that there will be some
competitive fire between the
two teams.

In the American League
Championship Series, there is
not necessarily any bad blood
between the Tigers and the
Rangers, given that they are
from different divisions, but
that doesn’t mean this series
won’t be a battle.

These two teams are built
very differently, as Detroit
relies heavily on having their
ace, Justin Verlander, pitch-
ing three games in this series.
Verlander was almost un-
beatable this year, notching
24 wins and posting a sub-3
earned run average. He is the
best pitcher in the league by
far this year, and many of the
Tigers playoff chances rest on
his right arm.

On the other side, Texas
features avery strong rotation,
one where there isn’t much
discrepancy between their No.

|n the I\/ILB playoffs
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Nyjer Morgan of the Milwaukee Brewers is up at bat.

1 starter, C.J. Wilson, and the
rest of the rotation. In fact,
the Rangers are much like the
Yankees in that they rely on
the offensive side of the ball
to get a pick-up if the starting
pitchers struggle. A big loss in
this series for Detroit is out-
fielder Delmon Young, who
strained an oblique muscle in
the ALDS against the Yankees
after hitting three home runs
in that series. Without Young’s
bat, the rest of the Tigers will
have to step it up if they want
to compete with a team as
good as the Rangers.
In both series,

I expect

a highly emotional, heated
battle. My prediction is for
the Brewers to edge the Cardi-
nals, and the Rangers over the
Tigers. But we all know how
my last predictions turned
out. I can be absolute certain,
however, that both of ther se-
ries will be must-watch televi-
sion. Maybe Morgan will get a
game-winning hit that sends
the Brewers to the World Se-
ries? Maybe Chris Carpenter
will strike him out and send
the Cardinals there instead?

Get ready for some memo-
rable competition, baseball
fans.
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onquer the Warhol Expo showcases
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regulars...

5 Paperhouse
Complaints about Pittsburgh’s lack of a music

scene are unfounded.

Ve Dollar Movie
AB Films presents three car-themed movies

this week in McConomy Auditorium.

10 Did You Know?

The Tartan gives an explanation 100 years ago for

an unusual article it published a week before.

...this week only

Superheroes
Comic artist Alex Ross displays his talents at

the Andy Warhol Museum.

Korea
An alumnus explains why he decided to live in

Korea after graduation.

Wilco
Wilco’s new album, The Whole Love, redeems

the band after its dreadful previous album.

Emily Wobb
Emily Wobb, a junior art student, opened her

first solo show at The Frame last Friday.

PIX

The PIX Indy Comics Expo allows local and
national artists to showcase their work.

VIA Festival
The VIA Music and New Media Festival brings

well-known electronic musicians to Pittsburgh.

Setzuan
The School of Drama’s first production of the

semester makes the audience think deeply.

...diversions

11 Comics

Master’s students have taken over the comics
pages in this edition.

13 Puzzles
Challenge your math and logic skills with this

week’s kakuro and sudoku puzzles.

14 Horoscopes
People will mess with your future. See how to

avoid them and control your own destiny.

15 Calendar

Find out what’s happening on campus and
around Pittsburgh this week.
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Heroes & Villains conquer Warhol museum

New exhibit for Marvel and DC illustrator Alex Ross’ art showcases comic book industry

When you first step off the elevator on the seventh floor
of the Andy Warhol Museum, your eyes will widen.

You have arrived at 5,500 square feet of gallery space
decked out in bright blue, red, and gold. The likenesses
of Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, and a plethora
of other Marvel and DC characters that are iconic heroes
of American childhood adorn the rooms. You feel like
you are looking into a separate world, as though these
characters are part of the country’s physical history,
captured in beautifully detailed gouache paintings and
pencil drawings.

These glorious pieces are the work of Alex Ross, an
artist who revolutionized the comic book industry. In
Heroes and Villains, the first-ever museum exhibit of
his work, visitors can see over 134 pieces by the artist,
spanning from crayon drawings by a 4-year-old Ross to
the huge superhero and villain portraits by the matured
artist. Ross is inspired by the works of Andy Warhol
and Norman Rockwell and work from these artists,
along with that of several other artists, is exhibited
alongside Ross’ own. These inspirations are sometimes
illustrated in the form of a pseudo-series of a character.
For example, depictions of Uncle Sam can be seen in
the work of Rockwell, Ross, and Warhol, highlighting
the interplay of these artists and creating an interesting
distinction between their styles.

The single portraits of heroes and villains appear to
transcend the world that we live in. They illustrate the
intense struggles of power, loyalty, and achievement that
are common in the world of comic books. In this way,

Ross has achieved something unique: He has epitomized
the internal conflicts of the everyday man into a super-
world of imagination and glory. He has also illustrated
the darker forms of human nature, represented through
bitter portraits of villains like the Joker. Ross perfectly
depicts the underlying emotions and disturbances found
in these characters as if they were drawn from true
observation.

The rooms that feature these depictions also include
several glass table displays of old Marvel comics and
Ross’ sketches. There are cases containing his collection
of the Batman, Iron Man, and Spiderman mask models,
as well as a television playing old superhero shows.
Perhaps the most impressive works shown by Ross are
the large horizontal group portraits, one of each hero,
and similar pieces depicting the villains, much like
strange yearbook photos. These extremely detailed
pieces reveal the interplay between characters and allow
them to step into our own lives, a truly amazing feat that
must be experienced in person.

The Alex Ross exhibit will run until Jan. 8, and is free to

enter with a Carnegie Mellon ID. This display will awe
viewers, whether they have a passion for comics or not.

Samantha Ward | Junior Staffwriter

Andy Warhol Museum | 117 Sandusky Street, Pittsburgh,
PA 15289

David Chang | Staff

Top: Ross has a collection of superhero mask models, including Spiderman and Iron Man. Middle: Ross is praised for his realistic, detailed portrayal of superheroes.
Bottom: Ross, whose work is currently exhibited at the Andy Warhol Museum, has painted comics for Marvel Comics and DC Comics since the 1990s.
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Tales from Abroad: Korea

An alumnus describes his initial culture shock after moving across the globe

Only a few hours into my stay in Korea and I was already
sweating. No, it wasn't my concern over starting a new
job, nor was it my apprehension at moving to a country
halfway across the globe. It was the ddeokbokki.

After graduating from Carnegie Mellon in 2009 with a
degree in English and history, I decided to pick up my
life and try my hand as an English teacher in South
Korea. At the time, I knew almost nothing at all about
Korea and its culture, people, language, or food. I wanted
to see the world, and I had never been to Asia. The
prospect of desperately searching for an offer in the black
hole that was the American job market wasn’t especially
appealing to me. Plus, I'd spent a semester as a junior

in Barcelona and loved the experience of living abroad.
“How different could it really be?” I thought.

As it turns out, I had almost no idea what I had gotten
myself into. Nearly everything about living and working
in Korea required a sizeable adjustment for me.
Overcoming the red pepper spice found in what seemed
like all Korean dishes was only the beginning. I had to

get used to living completely on my own for the first
time in my life. I experienced what it was like to stand
at the front of a classroom rather than sitting at the back
of one. I learned how difficult it can be to get around in
a place where almost no one speaks English. Things I
took for granted at home — ordering delivery or taking a
shirt to the dry cleaners — became protracted events for
which I had to work up a steady amount of courage and
dedication.

And yet, here I am, more than two years since my arrival,

still proudly calling myself a Korean resident. If you had
asked me after the first six months of my stay if I would
be here this long, I would have probably laughed in your
face. So what am I still doing here? The short answer is
this: Korea has grown on me in a serious way.

There are so many things I love about this country.
Despite my old aversion to eating spicy food, I've come
to love Korean food for its variety (it turns out that not
everything has red pepper in it) and peculiarity (have
you ever tried eating octopus that is still squirming

Courtesy of justinadams on Flickr

when you put it in your mouth?). Korean nightlife is
fantastic; there is no such thing as “closing time,” and
you are never more than a few meters away from a bar,
or at least a convenient store stocked with beer, soju,
and munchies. The Korean landscape is extremely
varied, and Seoul boasts a remarkable blend of old
(think 1,000-year-old palaces) and new (think modern
skyscrapers). Korean people have been, in general,
extremely warm and welcoming to me as a foreigner,
albeit in their own unique way. Strangers approach me
randomly on the street to say “hello” and little children
stare at me like they've seen some kind of giant white
ghost.

Living and exploring in Korea is significantly cheaper

in relation to the United States. Also, finding a job has
never been a problem here. In fact, I've already had the
chance to be a middle school teacher, professional writer,
and wildly inconsistent travel blogger. I am now working
as a professor at a university. If that isn't upward
mobility, I don’t know what is.

There are also many things that frustrate me about this
country. Taxi drivers are nuts. Some elderly women push
and shove other pedestrians with reckless abandon.
Riding the subway during rush hour is more akin to
trying to stuff fifty clowns into a Volkswagen than any
kind of public transportation I've ever seen. Learning
Korean is hard, although that might be more attributable
to my lack of effort than any inherent linguistic flaws.
Plus, I've still yet to find a place that will serve me a real
deli sandwich.

The longer I've been here, the more I've realized that
these are the kinds of challenges inherent to the life of an
expat. Living in Korea has taught me more about myself
than I ever could have imagined, and I really do believe
that I've grown an immeasurable amount as a person,

a professional, and a student of the world. Maybe that
sounds corny. Maybe it is. But at least now I can eat
ddeokbokki without sweating ... usually.

Mark Rudnick | Special to The Tartan

Locals gather around Seoul’s Cheong Gye Cheon
River to celebrate the first anniversary of the city’s
restoration of the freshwater stream.
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Wilco revives listeners’ Love

Album improves sound after previous mediocre release

Wilco refuses to resign itself to irrelevancy. Some
critics have labeled the band washed up or have
given the band the ugly title of “dad rock.” However,
the group’s latest album, The Whole Love, revives its
stagnant sonic attributes and dismisses its dreadful
previous effort, Wilco (the album).

The experimental “Art of Almost” starts off the
album with a bang. It struts a kraut-rock groove
similar to previous jams “Bull Black Nova"” and
“Spiders,” but lacks their biting, grinding edge.
Yet, as the track’s glitch appeal begins to wear
off, Nels Cline, Wilco's lead guitarist, hints at one
of his premier guitar solos. It slowly builds, and
his eventual feature is reminiscent of “Impossible
Germany” and “At Least That's What You Said.”

Characteristic of the band’s recent albums, this
collection of tracks does not break any new frontiers
in music. However, there is a sense throughout

the tracks of exasperation, of the subdued
dissatisfaction and unrequited love that defined
Wilco’s previous albums, Yankee Hotel Foxtrot and A
Ghost is Born.

Jeff Tweedy has a reputation for intertwining
desperation and loneliness within lyrics and
combining them with playful melodies. In “Dawned
on Me,” an upbeat romp, Tweedy slurs, “I've been
taken/ by the sound/ My own worries/ and voices in
my head” before the band rolls into the quick refrain,
seemingly dismissing the statement as a temporary
psychotic mania. “Born Again” has Tweedy coolly
singing “Loneliness postponed/ Mine eyes deceiving
glory/ I was born to die alone” before moving into

a section that features Cline’s guitar for nearly two
minutes.

Both Sky Blue Sky and Wilco (the album) were filled
with primarily sparse tracks — a significant shift
away from one of Wilco's most critically lauded
albums, Yankee Hotel Foxtrot. The Whole Love
seems to bridge the three defining stages of its
eight-album career. The album clearly exhibits the
country-folk roots from its earliest releases, A.M. and
Being There; blends in the psychotic sonic attributes
of Yankee and A Ghost; and tops it off with the
maximally polished production values of Sky Blue
Sky.

The band'’s folk roots are never more present than

in the excellent closer, “One Sunday Morning.” The
track is a light folk-romp in which the narrator is the
son of an over-imposing father. Though lengthy at 15
minutes, the song never drags along like “Bull Black
Nova" and “Spiders” do at times. In “One Sunday
Morning,” percussive drumsticks and lingering steel
guitar weave around the main guitar, whose melody
rises and falls willfully. The masterful piano pieces
garnish any slow points, resulting in a track that is
almost unequaled in Wilco's discography. Tweedy
eventually croons the track’s pivotal message: “I
miss/ being told how to live/ What I learned without
knowing/ How much more I owe than I can give.”

The Whole Love is the result of a band comfortable
enough with its past to utilize the good aspects of
previous experimentation. As a result, The Whole
Love is a concoction of their past alboums — an
album that deserves better than the label of “dad
rock.”

Christopher Jarrett | Staffwriter

Courtesy of HeyRocker via Flickr

Although Wilco's previous album, Wilco (the album), convinced critics that it was washed up, the band
proves them wrong in its newest release, The Whole Love.

WRCT Paperhouse
88.3 FM | on Pittsburgh’s music

Pittsburgh doesn’t have a music scene, or so I'm told.
Apparently Pittsburgh also doesn’t have anywhere good

to eat, anything good to see, or anything else worth your
while. Therefore you should hurry up and finish school, leave
Pittsburgh, and never come back. But is this really true?

This past weekend, | had the pleasure of attending the 2011
VIA Music and New Media Festival. Four days and over

40 hours of music later, I'm starting to think that my peers
might be wrong. As | left a relatively full dance floor at 4:30
a.m. after four hours of continuous, frenetic dancing and 40
hours of festival-attending, | couldn’t stop smiling. My back,
my legs, and every other part of my body were in pain, but it
didn’t matter. | was in a state of bliss.

| know techno isn’t everyone’s cup of tea, but VIA brought
so much more than bleeps and bloops. I’'m not going to
bother with a review of the individual acts and artists —

go read the feature article, if that’s what you're interested

in. | want to make it clear that there is a music scene in
Pittsburgh. It’s not about having a techno or hip-hop scene;
it's about the atmosphere. For so many Pittsburghers, it's
not about the genre of music; it's about the quality of music.
While at VIA, | saw a five-year-old girl dancing like there
was no tomorrow. | wish | saw more of my friends doing the
same.

A lot of unique, creative acts are coming through Pittsburgh;
you just need to keep your eyes and ears open. WRCT

and Pillbox both keep a well-curated list of events on their
respective websites. Take a look, take a chance, and go
exploring. You might find something you like.

If you’re still not completely blown away by the variety of
music here in Pittsburgh, stop complaining and get involved.
Join the Activities Board and get your favorite artist to come
to town. Join WRCT and play your favorite tunes on the

air. At Carnegie Mellon, we’re given so many opportunities
to materialize our dreams — you just have to go take
advantage of them.

Alex Price | Special to The Tartan

top 10 on WRCT 88.3 FM

most played albums of the last week

Thunderball — 72 Mile High Remixed

Clap Your Hands Say Yeah — Hysterical
Primus — Green Haugahyde

Mogwai — Earth Division

The Cynics — Spinning Wheel Motel
Grouplove — Never Trust a Happy Song
Neon Indian — Era Extraria

Gillian Welch — The Harrow and the Harvest
The Drums — Portamento

Thomas Marriott — Human Spirit
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Wobb’s work features whimsical imagery

Junior art student showcases experimental paintings, mixed-media creations at The Frame

Emily Wobb, a junior art student at Carnegie Mellon,
opened her first solo show at The Frame last Friday to a
small crowd of friends and curious passersby. Her bright,
experimental paintings alongside handmade plush
whale sharks and interactive coloring pages lent The
Frame a light, fun air not usually found within the sterile
white walls of the art gallery.

“My work focuses on experimenting with different
media,” Wobb said. “I painted one of the whale sharks
with silk paint, and silk-screened a few more.” Mixed
media was certainly a theme among Wobb's work. Many
of the paintings were made using a variety of methods,
including stencil, Sharpie, print, and paint. Three

Tommy Hofman | Photo Editor
Wobb created 3-D paintings by constructing pyramid-
shaped canvasses by hand.

“paintings” on the floor were made from 3-D canvasses
shaped like pyramids, which were constructed by hand.
Even the prints, pictures of veggies hidden inside a
fridge in the back room, encouraged visitors to make
their own mixed-media work by coloring in pictures with
Sharpies, crayons, paint pens, and markers.

The experimentation found throughout Wobb's work is
what both grounds her as an undergraduate still trying
to figure out her niche in the art world and what makes
her work so simple and refreshing. There doesn’t seem
to be a groundbreaking concept behind her work besides
that of simple, innocent curiosity. “I'm influenced by
arbitrary and absurd content and how I can juxtapose
seemingly random imagery/objects together to allude to
a narrative,” Wobb said in an email.

In other words, Wobb fits random images together
coherently and forces her viewers to figure out why it
works. Why does a group of possums huddled around a
bowl of soup make so much sense when it's presented
as a work of art, when it would be so strange sitting in
your kitchen? Similarly, why are we not disturbed when
a giant stuffed whale shark has brightly colored images
of ramen printed along its body?

From this “absurd” experimentation, though, comes
small moments of conceptual brilliance. One of the whale
sharks had a transparent “skin” that showed a belly full
of stuffed garbage bags, some sewn into the shapes of
starfish, some simply tied together and thrown in. In the
midst of these objects is a baby whale shark — or a small
fish, depending how you see it. Molly Swartz, a junior in
the Bachelor of Humanities and Arts program, wondered
whether the animal was “pregnant, or had consumed

its young.” This juxtaposition of very different possible
interpretations showcases the power of ambiguity in art.

Wobb's work is a testament to the power of The Frame

art

Tommy Hofman | Photo Editor

Emily Wobb puts random images together and forces
her viewers to figure out the meaning themselves.

and a vote of confidence for future shows. See more
of her work at emilywobb.com, and be sure to stop by
at the next Frame event to see what's being made at
Carnegie Mellon.

Alina Narvaez | Junior Staffwriter

PITTSBURGH FILMMAKERS SCHOOL

FILM

PHOTOGRAPHY

DIGITAL MEDIA

pghfilmmakers.org

call for a tour 412.681.5449
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PIX Indy Comics Expo showcases community
Pittsburgh’s supportive comic scene is evident at recent Expo for artists

Returning for its second year, the PIX Indy Comics Expo
was held this weekend on the top floor of Guardian
Storage in the Strip District. The venue seemed odd

at first, but as soon as the elevator door opened on the
sixth floor, visitors could understand why it was chosen.
The large, open space was perfect for the event: high
ceilings, plenty of natural light, exposed brick walls, and
beautiful wood floors.

The sense of community among artists was the first
thing that stood out upon entering the Expo. The artists
were hanging out at each other’s tables, promoting their
friends and catching up. Some even had their children
with them. The Expo was as much a social event for
them as an opportunity to sell their work.

Bill Boichel, the owner of The Copacetic Comics
Company and one of the organizers of PIX, has been
involved in the Pittsburgh art and comic scene for a
while. According to Boichel, PIX is an expo designed
to promote “creator-owned comics” and a way for
independent publishers and self-published artists to
promote their work.

The artists were a mixture of both local and national
artists. There were even a few Carnegie Mellon

students and alumni with tables set up, including

Juan Fernandez, a senior linguistics major, and Lizzee
Soloman. Soloman, who graduated from Carnegie Mellon

Who Killed the Electric Car?
Thursday, Oct. 13
81012

Kicking off a weekend of automobile-themed
movies, Who Killed the Electric Car? is a 2006
documentary about the career of the electric

car. Narrated by Martin Sheen (The West

Wing), the documentary looks into the creation,
commercialization, and subsequent downfall of

the electric car in the 1990s while researching the
roles that the oil industry, government, and car
manufacturers played in that process. Fun fact: The
film’s sequel, Revenge of the Electric Car, premiered
at the Tribeca Film Festival on Earth Day this year.

in 2011 with degrees in fine arts and Hispanic studies,

is now an artist in the Pittsburgh area. According to
Soloman, her life is all about self-motivation and balance.
She said that comics are the perfect medium for her art
because “you can make as many copies as you want and
go around selling them at various expos,” allowing her to
“continue to produce artwork and still pay the bills.”

The artists were also diverse in age, ranging from
current college students to artists who have been in

the business for more than 25 years. Wayno, a freelance
writer and illustrator based in Pittsburgh, has been
involved with comics since the 1980s. He began self-
publishing his work and then moved around with various
alternative publishers. According to Wayno, the comic
scene in Pittsburgh is strong, and it is a good place for
him to work as a freelancer.

Many of the artists who were at the Expo are based in
Pittsburgh, and some are nationally and internationally
recognized for their work. According to Andy Scott, a
Pittsburgh-based illustrator, “There is definitely a strong
[comic] scene here,” and there are more cartoonists

here than in most of the cities he’s visited. With places
like Copacetic Comics and the Toonseum (one of only
three museums in the United States dedicated to
cartoons), there are plenty of opportunities for artists and
illustrators to share their work in the community.

Allison Cosby | Assistant Pillbox Editor

Editor’s note: Juan Fernandez is a staffwriter for The
Tartan.

McConomy Auditorium, University Center
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Cars 2
Friday, Oct. 14
81012

Cars 2 follows the racing car Lightning McQueen (voiced
by Owen Wilson) and his tow truck friend, Mater (voiced
by Larry the Cable Guy), as they traverse the globe for
McQueen to compete in the World Grand Prix. However,
their travels go awry when Mater unwittingly gets caught
up in international espionage. The film was Pixar’s worst-
reviewed film to date and was its lowest-grossing film in
North America since A Bug'’s Life; however, the film did
rank number one its opening weekend and grossed over
$550 million worldwide.

L
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Juan Fernandez | Staff
Juan Fernandez, a senior linguistics major and a comic
artist, was one of the artists at PIX.

Anna Walsh | Pillbox Editor

Dude, Where’s My Car?
Sunday, Oct. 16
81012

Ashton Kutcher has his first starring role in this 2000
stoner classic alongside Sean William Scott (American
Pie, The Dukes of Hazzard). Jesse Montgomery |l
(Kutcher) and Chester Greenburg (Scott) wake up, hung
over, in Jesse’s home with no recollection of how they
got there. They soon realize that Jesse’s car is missing;
throughout the day, the quest to find Jesse’s car takes
Jesse and Chester on a ridiculous adventure that ends
with them encountering aliens and being forced to stop
the universe from exploding.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... art
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VIA brings electronic beats to Pittsburgh

Music and New Media Festival brings together local, national musicians and artists

Coverage of VIA was done
?ﬂﬂg‘ll;m in partnership with WRCT.

" by Allison Cosby | Asst. Pillbox Editor
Matt Matriscova | Staffwriter
Chris Perrone | Special to The Tartan
Mirko Azis | Special to The Tartan

Last week, from Oct. 5 to Oct. 8, the second-annual VIA
Music and New Media Festival brought together visual
artists and musicians from both around town and around
the world to Pittsburgh. Although VIA only began last
year, it has already garnered major attention: The music
website Resident Advisor named VIA one of the top 10
music festivals in the world in October. WRCT, one of
VIA's media partners, covered the festival throughout the
week.

WEDNESDAY
Driving bass, striking projections, and sounds of

synthesizers filled the brillobox on Wednesday night for
the opener of the 2011 VIA Festival.

Performances by Pure Hype, Trans Am, and Brenmar
drew quite a crowd, and despite being the only
21-and-up show at this year's festival, it was the first
show to sell out. This was certainly evident that night,
with a packed house in Lawrenceville.

The night kicked off with a performance by Pittsburgh’s
own Pure Hype. Projecting images of vintage technology
and clips from old films, Pure Hype combined a rich
visual experience with driven electronic music. Its
performance grabbed everyone'’s attention and was an
exciting start to the evening.

Trans Am took the stage next, performing the entirety

of its fourth album, Futureworld, which featured its
distinctive use of the vocoder, a synthesizer that
produces sounds from an analysis of speech input. The
lights then turned toward the white canopy over the
stage, illuminating the performance like a photographer’s
umbrella. Thunder Horse Video, an art collective and
production company, provided not only the stage setting
but also the visual accompaniment to both Trans Am
and Brenmar.

To end the evening, Brenmar, a Chicago-based DJ and
producer, performed his set, fusing mainstream R&B
and hip-hop with other musical styles. His set filled the
dance floor with people moving and grooving to the
sound of Brenmar’s mix.

While the evening was comprised of three groups of
varying musical styles, VIA certainly did not disappoint,
leaving guests eager for VIA's main events.

THURSDAY
Thursday'’s events began in Kresge Theatre in CFA with

a lecture by David Borden, minimalist composer and
founder of the synthesizer ensemble Mother Mallard'’s

Courtesy of Adria Spivak

Portable Masterpiece Company. Bordern mostly
discussed his experiences working with Robert Moog,
inventor of the Moog synthesizer, and the evolution of
the Moog as an instrument. The speech lasted a little
over an hour, with Borden fondly recounting the various
musicians he has worked with over the last several
decades.

After the lecture, the FRKWYS ensemble, a self-
proclaimed “electronic jam band” including David
Borden, Laurel Halo, Dan Lopatin, James Ferraro, and
Samuel Godin, performed for the audience, marking
their international live premiere. After Borden's lecture,
which included music samples from landmark electronic
composers, it was hard to imagine that the quintet
would play anything as vivacious or organic as the hour-
long set it performed. The music that FRKWYS 7 created
was rife with analog sounds and filled with repetitive,
yet engaging soundscapes in which listeners could lose
themselves.

The events for the night continued at the Rex Theater,
where concert-goers had the opportunity to come and go
as they pleased and enjoy audio-visual performances by
a variety of artists such as Wolf Eyes, Four Tet, Battles,
Daniel Iglasia, and Abstract Birds. While the venue

was nearly empty when Walls, an electronic-based
musical duo, and Matt Wellins, a visual artist, began

the night's performances, the room was packed by the
time Battles closed the show at 2 a.m. While each artist
could be labeled as “electronic,” each act was easily
distinguishable, whether it be Wolf Eyes’ industrial aural
assault or Battles’ frenetic cyborg rock.

Despite the stellar performances by each musician
(except perhaps for Four Tet, whose set still lacks fully
integrated transitions), the audience seemed somewhat
detached from the night’s performance. While there was
a substantial number of people on the dance floor, there
was also a significant number of people talking over the
music, especially during the first three sets. In addition,
the bar area was neatrly full the entire night, and there
were always a couple of groups of people outside talking
and smoking cigarettes.

While this could be perceived to be a negative reflection
of the night's events, it can also be considered to be an
ever-present aspect of festivals. Drugs and community
are just as ingrained in the festival culture as the
performances themselves. Given the impressive talent

Sutekh, a DJ from the San Francisco Bay Area, played
a danceable set at Saturday's afterparty that kept the
crowds on their feet.

VIA procured and the large turnout, Thursday should
undoubtedly be considered a success not only for
VIA’'s promoters but for the wider music community in
Pittsburgh.

FRIDAY

Those who arrived late on Friday may have begun their
VIA experience on a strange note: two gentlemen with
greasy hair and uncouth mouths blaring obscenities and
expressing their love for America.

Extreme Animals is, according to VIA, “a rare cross-
over between art and music culture,” but a concertgoer
provided a more fitting analysis: “hipster nonsense.”
Nevertheless, the audience chuckled along as the

duo played noise versions of '90s gems like Darude’s
“Sandstorm” and Alice Deejay's “Better Off Alone” to
visuals that VIA described as a “bewildering maelstrom
of contemporary American pathos,” but seemed pretty
absurdist.

The highlight of the night was undoubtedly Light
Asylum, a Brooklyn-based duo: its live sound was a
welcome departure from its flat, monotonous studio
recordings. Lead singer Shannon Funchess’ croon would
seem awkwardly misplaced in any other setting, but
here on stage at VIA it felt like a Depeche Mode concert:
dark and evil, yet simultaneously airy and spacious. It
seemed like the audience agreed: there, in the haze of
the fog machines, in a sea of flannel and tight jeans,
everyone felt like a kid of the '80s.

Pink Skulls, a Philadelphia electronic outfit with a

live component, wasn't exactly inspiring: one band
member sat cross-legged on the floor with a flight case
of unknown contents, while the lead singer, in all his
indifference, repeatedly stated over the microphone,
“that wasn't the best version of that song we'd ever
played.” Araabmusik's set would have been delightfully
eclectic had it not been so loud — instead, it came
across as brash and unnerving.

The night had its uplifting ups and its not-so-remarkable
downs; it was better to leave early that night and instead
save one's energy for Saturday.

SATURDAY

VIA continued on Saturday with performances at the
Broad Street Mall in East Liberty. Early on, the crowd
was fairly small as the electronic production duo

Ford & Lopatin began its set. Ford & Lopatin put on

a good show, playing pretty relaxed electronic music
accompanied by awesome visuals by Spencer Longo.
As the night continued on and the sun went down, the
crowds grew — by the time Austra, a Canadian new
wave band, went on, the venue was nearly full.

Top: Austra debuted its first album earlier this

year, but the group has already been garnering
critical acclaim. Right: Ford & Lopatin consists of the
electronic musicians Daniel Lopatin and Joel Ford.

While all of the artists were enjoyable, Austra stole

the show on Saturday. Lead singer Katie Stelmanis
looked like an angel standing in the middle of the stage,
effortlessly singing fan favorites. Her back-up singers
were particularly entertaining; it was impossible not

to enjoy the show watching them. The crowd clearly
enjoyed every second of it — everyone was dancing
and singing along. Goat Helper, a visual artist based in
Pittsburgh, put on the visuals for Austra. It was hard to
look away from Stelmanis and the band, but it was well
worth it to pay attention to the visual art.

The main event closed out with Underground
Resistance. According to the VIA website, Underground
Resistance “is probably the most militantly political
outcropping of modern urban American techno.” This
definitely proved to be true during its set. While plenty
of people were into the set, others seemed to be getting
a little tired — four days of VIA takes some serious
endurance, after all.

Sutekh, a minimal electronic DJ from the San Francisco
Bay Area, kicked off the after-party around 1 a.m.

His set was fantastically danceable and the crowd
seemed happy to head inside for some dancing after
Underground Resistance’s set. Following Sutekh was
Donato Dozzy, an Italian vinyl junkie. Dozzy took control
of the crowd for over three hours, never missing a beat.
At times it seemed that the crowd was running on the
music alone, since no one had any energy left after three
continuous nights of music; however, everyone kept
dancing well into the morning, soaking in the success
that was the VIA Music and New Media Festival.

Courtesy of Adria Spivak

Courtesy of Adria Spivak
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The Tartan half-apologizes for an article
on “The Virtues of Raisin Bread” that
ran the previous week. The piece,
which “takes up the kneading problem,
in a very thorough manner,” was
apparently inserted by the printers
when the newspaper’s editors failed to
supply enough copy for the issue.

Trying to maintain enthusiasm among
their younger peers, two Carnegie
Tech honor societies offer the first-
years a test on the school’s songs,
cheers, traditions, and history. The
results will also be used as the honor
societies’ acceptance criteria. Carnegie
Mellon students have always been
academically focused, but perhaps this
is a bit much.

A Pittsburgh city ordinance leads
Carnegie Mellon to upgrade fire alarms
in its campus buildings. The new
system includes information sharing
from pull handles, smoke detectors,
sprinklers, hoses, and fire doors across
the university’s dorms and apartments.
Morewood residents have been
regretting that decision ever since.

It's apparently a loud fall on campus,
as an article in The Tartan explains
that Student Affairs has received an
increased number of noise complaints
recently. Among the offenders: a rally
and teach-in following the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks, and the Wats:on?
Festival’s outdoor concert. WRCT DJs,
who play music outside on Fridays,
haven’t heard a peep.

Fourth-year architecture student
Benjamin Saks is honored by the
Carnegie Hero Fund Commission.
Saks had glanced out of a window
the previous February and had seen
a police officer wrestling alone with
an escaped Florida drug dealer. Saks
helped restrain the criminal, but not
before getting shot in the hand.

Four weeks before the midterm
elections, Glee star Matthew Morrison
makes a quick trip to campus to speak
in favor of Democratic candidates Dan
Onorato and Joe Sestak. “As young
Americans,” he said, “we can speak
louder than any one individual voice.”
He didn’t specify whether that voice
should be Auto-Tuned or not, though.

Greg Hanneman | Contributing Editor

Setzuan makes audience think

School of Drama’s production breaks down fourth wall

The Good Person of Setzuan by Bertolt Brecht,
directed by the internationally acclaimed Peter
Kleinert, opened to a crowded room bursting with
enthusiasm and anticipation. Energy radiated from
the stage as the actors prepared themselves for

the performance, deeply involved in their pre-show
warm-ups. The public nature of this activity —
which usually takes place somewhere backstage,
safe from the audience’s view — made the audience
question if in fact this was a part of the production,
setting the tone for the rest of the play. Setzuan
was not a typical play in any sense, and this unique
production certainly made it more than unusual.

The story follows a young prostitute, Shen Te (senior
drama major Ava DeLuca-Verley), who, in the minds
of the Three Gods, is the only representation of
goodness still remaining on Earth. The play focuses
on her identity crisis as she battles friends who
attempt to take advantage of her “goodness.” The
story looks at the concept of being good, leaving the
audience with food for thought. To what degree does
goodness exist? If it does not exist, what does that
mean for humanity?

The play places a large emphasis on breaking the so-
called “fourth wall,” or having the characters within
the play, and the actors themselves, interact with
the audience. For instance, when a new character
would step into the story, the actor would introduce
him or herself to the audience and explain the
character he or she was to embody for the rest of the
play. It was an atypical and welcomed aspect of the

Courtesy of the School of Drama

Shen Te (Ava Deluca-Verley) is a prostitute who
creates a male alter-ego in her quest to be good.

play. Nick Abele, a senior design major, said during
intermission, “The CMU drama department always
puts on great twists to the stories and adds a new
style which makes it enjoyable.”

The costume, lighting, and set design were

brilliant and truly gave the show a distinct flavor
that enabled the audience to relate to a story
written in the late 1930s. For instance, the Three
Gods, played by Lucia Rodrique, Amanda Thorp,
and Grey Henson, all senior drama majors, were
clad in the most unusual and intriguing garb one
would imagine three gods to wear. They boasted
enormous black trench coats with outrageously tall
black platform leg-high boots, the type that Gene
Simons would be jealous of. Grey Henson's character
deviated from the other two and donned Alexander
McQueen-inspired platforms, similar to the ones
Lady Gaga wore in her “Bad Romance” music video.

The costuming was not the only component that
made this production a pleasure for the viewer. The
setting was a true oddity that one could not help

but love. There was an industrial feel to the set,
which was a disorganized, yet organized, mess. Set
changes were made directly on the stage, making
the audience feel like part of the interworkings of the
production.

The musical performances were adequate, providing
the audience with a nice break from dialogue. The
implementation of electric guitar and keyboard
made the music much more vibrant and woke

up anyone in the audience who may have been
dozing off just a tad — it was an almost three-hour
performance, after all.

The nuanced feel of the production proves that when
it comes to theater, the success of the production is
dependent upon the interpretations adopted by the
director, the designers, and the actors. The show
was magnificent on a superficial level, but it also
had incredible themes and a wonderful takeaway
message for the audience relating to goodness in
humanity.

In fact, at the end of this unorthodox play (and
production) the audience is literally called upon to
be the judge. It is left to brainstorm a resolution, a
satisfactory ending that it feels comfortable with.

Making the audience work a little? A brilliant
move and the ultimate manifestation of audience
interaction of which Brecht himself would have
approved.

Juan Acosta | Junior Staffwriter
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sohmer@leasticoulddo.com

BEGINNING

gY SOHMER AND Lag

WITH ALL
YOUR OTHER
PERSONALITY
QUIRKS,

HOPING YOU'P GET

I WAS REALLY
INTO PVEGm.ﬂNlH.)

THANK YOu
PREAM COME

WE CELEBRATE
THE ONLY waY T

Steve Jobs by Doghouse Diaries

I've got some ideas on how to
make this place even better,

|

\J

Steve Jobs' first day in heaven.

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... COIMICS

doghousediaries@gmail.com

Online at www.licd.com and www.lfgcomics.com

PhD Comics by Jorge Cham

A PRAYER FOR GRAD STUDENTS

: J
v I /S\(((
S 1
Our Thesis, who

art incomplete,
Borrowed be thy

Time

By Kingdom Come
I should be done
On paper as in
Defense

Give us this day
our daily breadth

(of data)

| As we forgive

~ those Professors
who procrastinate

against us.

Lead us not into
Academia, but
Deliver us from
Ramen Noodles

For thine is the
Research,
The Late Hour
and The Worry

But hopefully not
forever and ever,

Amen.

jorge@phdcomics.com
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File Under: Not the Right Answer by Conall Dempsey

cdempsey@andrew

Ugh...he is the most
self-centered, manipulative
man 1’ve ever met,

7

Awww, You just haven’t
met enough men yet.

Apartment 4H by Joe Medwid and Dave Rhodenbaugh

jmedwid@andrew

Hey baaaaaaaabyl Are you a musician?

“Because if music be
the food of love, then
let's get it onf

" Make way for the Master of Electricity,

Benjamin Friggin Franklin!

You know, young lady, when

| was ambassador to France, |

taught them a thing or two—and
not just about politics!

Ask your mother, Willie, N\

And what did you teach them, Ben?

she should know. Early

to bed, indeed|

© 2010 Joe Medwid and Dave Eht}dnnhnugl

1

comics

Online at www.4hcomic.com
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Sudoku Puzzle: Very Hard Difficulty Kakuro Puzzle: Medium Difficulty
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2 . e
Sudoku courtesy of www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/ Kakuro courtesy of www.knobelfieber.com

sudokugen/ Fill all empty squares using numbers 1 to 9 so the sum of

each row equals the clue on its left, and the sum of each
column equals the clue on its top. No number may be used
in the same row or column more than once.

Solutions from Oct. 3, 2011
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Crossword Hard Difficulty Easy Difficulty
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Horoscopes

aries

march 21—april 19

taurus

april 20-may 20

gemini

may 21-june 21

cancer

june 22—uly 22

leo

july 23-aug. 22

virgo

aug. 23-sept. 22

libra

sept, 23-oct. 22

SCOorpio

oct. 28—nov. 21

sagittarius

nov. 22—dec. 21

capricorn
dec. 22-jan. 19

aquarius

jan. 20-feb. 18

pisces

feb. 19-march 20

1 4horoscopes ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... |

People around you are complicated. Enough said.

Eyes are the window to the soul — and | think you would
benefit from some Windex.

Multitasking is a blessing and curse. This week, make sure
not to abuse your powers, and give the things that are really
important your undivided attention.

The weather is confusing, but try not to mix your summer
and winter wardrobe. Nothing looks sillier than short shorts
and snow boots.

As much as you like showing others all of the strong Leo
characteristics you possess, the world knows that you're as
soft and sweet as can be.

Congratulations on being you. Only you could be as good
as you are. Keep up the good work.

Your professor has so much work to do and you're living
fancy free. Wait, strike that and reverse it.

Expressing yourself can be hard, and what you mean to say
doesn’t always equal what you end up saying. Don't let that
stop you: Your opinion matters.

Plan your mid-semester adventure now! Live that extra day
of freedom to the fullest, and there will be no need to pray
for Thanksgiving break to come.

Let’s try not make this week feel like the last few weeks,
okay? | don’t know if you really want to deal with that
interesting mix of emotions again.

Take my advice to not take all the advice you receive. It is
all well and good to seek out all possible options, but only
you know what'’s right for you.

So last week’s predictions were kind of off, but don’t get
upset. Life doesn’t always work out as planned, but your
ability to change directions and overcome will make you

great. . . ) .
Nicole Hamilton | Comics Editor

pillbox 10.10.11

Crossword courtesy of BestCrosswords.com

ACROSS
1. Greek peak
5. Graph prefix
9. Fantasize

14.
15.
16.

17.

19.
20.
21.
23.
24.
26.
28.
30.
34.
37.
39.
41.

42

62.
64.
66.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.

Came down to earth
____were

Dupe

Carnival

Higher

Takes by theft
Small mountain lake
Concorde, e.g.
Follows

Leaf tool

Bring out

Heat of mind

Afflict

Huge

Lots and lots

PBS benefactor

. Portico
43.
48.
49.
50.
52.
54.
57.
60.

Hotelier

Horned viper

Evening party

Herring type

Receptacle for holy water
Composite plant

Classic Jaguar

When said three times, a 1970
war movie

Sailor

Mazda model

Enrage

Communion table
Depilatory brand

How you used to be?

Of sedate character

Let ___

Reddish-brown gem

DownN

©ONDU AN

. Crew needs
. Roofing stone

Femme fatale

. Comfortable

Dance solo

. Baseball bat wood
. Civil disturbance

. Fighting

. Sotted

10. Agent

11.

Actor Omar

12. Ancient Athens’s Temple of _
13. Death, in France
18. Dodge

22.
25.

27.

29.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
38.
40.
44,
45.
46.

47.
51.

53.
55.
56.

57.

58.
59.

61.

63.
65.

67.

Pro ___

Part of an act

CPR experts

Sporting blades

Falafel holder

Grandson of Adam
Gather, harvest
Exclamations of relief
Langston Hughes poem
Monetary unit of Lesotho
Glad

Soft ball brand

Garment worn by dancers
Game of chance
Wipeout?

Less common
Characteristics

Singer Lopez

Brando’s birthplace
Faucet stuff

December day, briefly
Tartan skirt

| could ____ horse!
Med school subj.
Call for

Mai

Minor falsehood



MONDAY10.10.11

Peace Corps Volunteers and Public Health
Professionals. Porter Hall 100. 4:30 p.m.
Bush. Stage AE. 6 p.m.

TUESDAY10.11.11

The School of Art Lecture Series Presents Simon
Leung. Kresge Theater, College of Fine Arts. 5 p.m.
Pittsburgh Penguins Hockey. Consol Energy Center.
7 p.m.

Stephen Kellogg and the Sixers. Rex Theatre. 7 p.m.
Gerrymandering. Eddy Theatre, Chatham University.
7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY10.12.11

Junko Kayashigne. Porter Hall 100. 7 p.m.
Carnegie Mellon Symphony Orchestra. Carnegie
Music Hall in Oakland. 8 p.m.

Pittsburgh Speakers Series: Ron Chernow. Heinz
Hall. 8 p.m.

THURSDAY10.13.11

ISI Speaker Series Presents Darell Hammond of
KaBOOM! Hamburg Hall 1000. Noon.

Katayanagi Computer Science Prize Lecture: Scott
Klemmer. Rashid Auditorium, Hillman Center. 4 p.m.
Fixing the Sky: Rube Goldberg Meets Dr.
Strangelove. Poter Hall 100. 4:30 p.m.

FRIDAY10.14.11

National Science Foundation’s Innovation
Accelerator at CMU. Posner Center. 8:30 a.m.

Agile Product Development Methodologies. Posner
Hall 152. 3 p.m.
Ecology of Everyday Life. Baker Hall 136A. 4:30 p.m.

SATURDAY10.15.11

Carnegie Mellon Contemporary Ensemble. Kresge
Theater, College of Fine Arts. 5 p.m.

SUNDAY10.16.11

Pittsburgh Steelers Football. Heinz Field. 1 p.m.
Deconstruction Site Tour and Workshop with
Transformazium. Transformazium Deconstruction Site,
North Braddock. 3 p.m.

Jackie Evancho. Benedum Center for the Performing
Arts. 5:30 p.m.

MONDAY10.17.11

The Theory That Would Not Die. Porter Hall 100.
4:30 p.m.

Parachute. Stage AE. 7 p.m.

Her Shorts. SouthSide Works. 7:30 p.m.

ONGOING

2011 Pittsburgh Biennial. Pittsburgh Center for the Arts
and Pittsburgh Filmmakers. Through Oct. 23.

Rust Belt Freak Show. Gallery on 43rd Street. Through
Oct. 29.

2011 Pittsburgh Biennial. Miller Gallery, Purnell Center
for the Arts. Through Dec. 11.

Botany and History Entwined: Rachel Hunt’s
Legacy. Hunt Library. Through Dec. 15.

Palladio and His Legacy: A Transatlantic Journey.
Carnegie Museum of Art. Through Dec. 31.

Sites of Passage. The Mattress Factory. Through Jan. 8.

Classifieds

Angel Investor seeks next great idea or early
stage enterprise. If you believe you possess an
exceptional opportunity that you could benefit
from equity capital and proven entrepreneurial
experience, you are invited to contact prkitd@
att.net. Please reference “CMU Genius”.
Absolute confidentiality and the utmost in
ethical business practices are assured.

DermatologistOnCall: If you believe you have
acne, rosacea, or any other skin, nail, or hair
condition, your answer to safe, effective, quality
care and treatment is less than 72 hours away!
Online expert-directed skin care by Mark P.
Seraly, MD. DermatologistOnCall.com or call us
724) 969-2504

Want to change the world? Know how to
design an electrical generator, coil/magnet
concepts and calculate output? Strictly in the
Proof of Concept phase and may be barking
up the wrong tree so a lot of help is required.
Interested, contact Chip at hetchhetchywind@
gmail.com

Picturing the City: Downtown Pittsburgh, 2007-10.
Carnegie Museum of Art. Through March 25.

Want to see your event here?
Email calendar@thetartan.org.

Unleash your inner child

Write for Pillbox

pillbox@thetartan.org
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pittsburgh vinyl convention.

Jessica Sochol | Staff

Local hipsters in plaid and trucker hats sort through the record collection at the PittsburghVinyl Convention.
This event, presented in conjunction with the VIA Music and New Media Festival and held Oct. 8 in East
Liberty, allowed audiophiles and record collectors to broaden their collections and dig for gems.

160zallery
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