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Why does Carnegie 
Mellon struggle to 
help low-income 
students?  

Gina Garcia discusses 
existence of racism 
in college settings 

PETER WU
Junior Staffwriter

President Suresh recently 
sent an email to the communi-
ty in response to a racist mes-
sage that targeted Chinese 
students at Carnegie Mellon. 
The message was distributed 
in a group chat that included 
500 Carnegie Mellon stu-
dents. Although the Chinese 
Students Association and Chi-
nese Student and Scholars As-
sociation are cooperating with 
school officials to investigate 
this specific incident, it’s still 
crucial to recognize that rac-
ism and those who advocate 
for it still exist, even on our 
campus.

In addition to Monday’s 
email, President Suresh also 
sent an email regarding rac-
ism last December. In both 
emails, the same three words 
were used: “Racism is real”.

The university cares about 
academics, personal charac-
ters, and unbiased opinions, 
and these are topics that ap-
pear in our daily conversa-
tions, whether inside or out-
side the classroom. Just as we 
recognize diversity in religion 
and political opinions, do we 
also recognize diversity in 
race, and are we doing a good 
job of acknowledging it?

Gina A. Garcia, an assistant 
professor in the department 
of Administrative and Policy 
Studies at the University of 
Pittsburgh, doesn’t think so. 
Garcia’s lecture on microag-
gressions and exploring rac-
ism on university campuses 
comes at a very relevant time 
for the Carnegie Mellon com-
munity. She conducted stud-
ies on racism in universities 
and discussed her research 
at Carnegie Mellon on Thurs-
day, Oct. 27. According to 
her, we’re facing two types 
of racism, individual racism 
and structural racism, both of 
which exist on our campus.

Garcia pointed out that 
structural racism, or institu-
tional racism, has a deeper, 
more common, yet less recog-
nized impact on us. Although 
behaviors that intentionally 
mock races, like race parties 
and hate speech might not be 
as common on our campus, 

the systematic difference of 
treatment of certain races still 
exists in our everyday lives. 
These microaggressions range 
from the college application 
process, where students of 
color are offered fewer chanc-
es to obtain the same quality 
of educational resources than 
white students, to the dispro-
portionate number of admin-
istrators, faculty, and staff 
of color. People of different 
races are still treated differ-
ently both in terms of oppor-
tunity to get into school, and 
in terms of actual experience 
once they are here.

Garcia listed out some 
common practices caused by 
negative racial stereotypes 
in college settings, which in-
clude group exclusion, color-
blindness, bias of origin, word 
choice, harassment, and as-
sumptions. These may seem 
trivial and sometimes unin-
tentional, but, as she put it, 
intention doesn’t matter in 
this case, only impact does. 
On both individual and insti-
tutional levels, these microag-
gression behaviors can cause 
mental and physical damage 
on citizens with varying 
degrees.

So how can we actually 
address these problems on 
our campus? Garcia proposed 
suggestions in several areas 
on institutional level. She sug-
gested establishing a mission 
statement focused on equity 
and inclusion, promoting a 
climate and culture for equity 
and inclusion, enforcing equi-
table membership, allocating 
resources equitably, develop-
ing inclusive curricula and 
pedagogy, and distributing 
power in an equitable fashion.

The hateful message from 
last week forces us to face the 
fact that racism is real, even 
at Carnegie Mellon. Garcia 
believes that not only is it 
up to administrators to stop 
it, but students can also do 
their part. In organizations, 
classes, events, and even daily 
conversations, if you find be-
haviors racially biased, call it 
out and explain why it hurts 
or may hurt. With the help of 
everyone, we can definitely 
reduce racism, even in a place 
encoded with it.

ZACHARY GOLDSTEIN
Junior Staffwriter

Most Carnegie Mellon 
students have some idea of 
where our school falls on 
the leading college rankings. 
Carnegie Mellon publishes 
on its website that many of 
its programs like Computer 
Science, Engineering, Drama, 
and Business are ranked in the 
top ten nationwide. However, 
few Carnegie Mellon students 

are aware that we do quite 
poorly on another college 
ranking made by one of the 
nation’s most prominent 
newspapers: The New York 
Times’ College Access Index.

American colleges and 
universities exist in part to 
provide a figurative ladder of 
opportunity for low-income 
students to enter the mid-
dle class and have great ca-
reers. This “ladder” has three 
components. First, the college 

provides great financial aid. 
Second, many low-income 
students attend the college. 
Third, the low-income stu-
dents who attend the college 
are able to graduate.

In Sept. 2015, The Upshot 
(The Times’ data journalism 
section) attempted to mea-
sure colleges’ abilities to do all 
this by gathering information 
on the net price that middle-
income students pay to attend 
the college, as well as the 

percentage of graduates of 
a college who received Pell 
Grants (federal financial aid 
to U.S. college students from 
low-income families). The 
ranking also takes into ac-
count the graduation rate of 
Pell Grant recipients at the 
college. The index includes 
colleges with a five-year grad-
uation rate of 75 percent or 
higher, and of the 179 colleges 

Students successfully lead initiative to increase minimum wage
VALENE MEZMIN

News Editor

Recently, Provost Farnam 
Jahanian sent an email to the 
Carnegie Mellon Community 
to announce the newly imple-
mented increase to the stu-
dent minimum wage. Imple-
mented on Oct. 17, the new 
minimum wage increased 
from $7.25 to $7.75 an hour. 
Provost Jahanian mentioned 
that this $0.50 increase origi-
nally began “as a student-led 
proposal.” The Tartan spoke 
with Connie Yang, a senior 
Math major, and Evan Wine-
land (DC ‘16), the students 
behind this historic initia-
tive who spent about a year 
seeking to enact this change.

Since being a freshman at 
Carnegie Mellon, Wineland 
held an on-campus job every 
year. Like many other stu-
dents, he was paying for his 
college debts on his own and 
needed to obtain an on-cam-
pus job out of necessity. Wine-
land found that the $7.25 he 
was making per hour was just 
not enough. He often had 
to choose between studying 
for challenging classes and 
working to sustain himself 
financially. His experiences 

struggling to acquire money, 
in addition to similar stories 
he heard from other students, 
stuck with him and motivated 
him to pursue this initiative 
along with Yang.

Wineland and Yang ran for 
Student Body President and 
Vice President, respectively, 
for the 2015–2016 academic 
year. Raising the $7.25 stu-
dent minimum wage was one 
of their main platforms dur-
ing their campaign. During 
their research, they found 
that $7.25 was the feder-
ally lowest wage amount the 
school could offer to students. 
Additionally, they found that 
the minimum wage at many 
peer institutions exceeded 
that of Carnegie Mellon. Us-
ing recent data from 2014, 
they found that students at 
peer institutions such as Duke 
University, Brown University, 
and Cornell University were 
receiving minimum wages 
higher than the federally 
mandated lowest level. On av-
erage, the student minimum 
wage at our peer institutions 
is $7.72. Wineland and Yang 
decided that not only did 
they want to see the student 
minimum wage at Carnegie 
Mellon increase, but they 

also wanted it to surpass this 
value.

Wineland and Yang lost 
the race for Student Body 
President and Vice President, 
but they still wanted to de-
liver on their promise to in-
crease the student minimum 
wage. They believed that 
students are a major asset to 
the university, but the student 
minimum wage established 
didn’t reflect this.

Yang was on the commit-
tee of Proud to Be Plaid, a stu-
dent alumni association, and 
during her time there worked 
to figure out why the spirit on 
campus wasn’t as “go Carn-
egie Mellon” as it should’ve 
been. The association found 
that students didn’t feel that 
they were valued by the ad-
ministration. Wineland and 
Yang believed that raising the 
minimum wage would be one 
way to combat this.

Starting last year, 
Wineland, and Yang, aided 
by Michael Murphy, the uni-
versity’s previous Vice Presi-
dent for Campus Affairs, met 
with the finance heads of all 
six colleges of the university. 
Convincing them to agree 
with this initiative took a bit 
of effort. The university chose 

not to raise the money needed 
for this change, so the money 
ultimately had to come from 
the budgets of the individual 
colleges. The student mini-
mum wage committee led 
one-to-two hour meetings, 
once every two weeks for 
almost a year to come to an 
agreement on this initiative. 
“The fact that they were will-
ing to sit down with us and 
really address and hear why 
this issue was important was 
something that we are eter-
nally grateful for,” Yang said. 
During these meetings, the 
administration and students 
shared their perspectives and 
experiences with this issue 
and discussed how it would 
impact the university. Ulti-
mately, everyone agreed that 
this wage increase was nec-
essary and would benefit the 
university as a whole.

Wineland states that he 
was blown away by the ad-
ministration’s response and 
support for this initiative. 
This experience highlights 
the fact that if you’re really 
determined and can back 
up a change you want to 
implement on campus that 

See INCOME, A3

See WAGE,  A3

Courtesy of Evan Wineland and Connie Yang

Evan Wineland (top) and Connie Yang (bottom) led the initiative to 
increase the student minimum wage from $7.25 to $7.75 an hour.

Matthew McGehee/Staff Artist
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Corrections & Clarifications

If you would like to submit a correction or clarifica-
tion, please email The Tartan at news@thetartan.org 
or editor@thetartan.org with your inquiry, as well as 
the date of the issue and the name of the article. We 
will print the correction or clarification in the next 
print issue and publish it online.

Scotty Saturday celebrates the 
creative, innovative spirit of CMU

WEATHER

Alcohol Amnesty
Oct. 21, 2016

University Police respond-
ed to the Greek Quad in re-
sponse to a report of an in-
toxicated male. The Carnegie 
Mellon student was provided 
with medical attention. All 
criteria of Amnesty were met 
and no citations were issued.

Burglary
Oct. 21, 2016

A Carnegie Mellon staff 
member reported that un-
known person unlawfully 
entered her office, accessed 
her computer, and removed 
some of her property. An 
investigation is ongoing.

Underage Drinking
Oct. 22, 2016

A University Police Officer 
observed an intoxicated male 
walking along Forbes Avenue, 
close to Beeler Street. The 
Carnegie Mellon student was 
provided with medical atten-
tion and issued a citation for 
underage drinking.

Alcohol Amnesty/ 
Carrying a False 
Identification card

Oct. 23, 2016

Two people were wit-
nessed arguing on Fifth 
Avenue. The Carnegie 
Mellon students were found 

to be intoxicated and were 
provided with medical atten-
tion. Amnesty applied and 
no citations were issued for 
underage drinking. Addition-
ally, one of the students pos-
sessed a fraudulent driver’s 
license and was issued a ci-
tation for carrying a false 
identification card.

Alcohol Amnesty
Oct. 23, 2016

An intoxicated male was 
reported at Morewood Gar-
dens. The Carnegie Mellon 
student was provided with 
medical attention. All criteria 
of Amnesty were met and 
no citations were issued.

Traffic Stop/ Disorderly 
Conduct

Oct. 24, 2016

Two University Police 
Officers observed a driver 
operating a vehicle on South 
Craig Street with no illumi-
nated headlights. University 
Police performed a traffic 
stop of the vehicle and found 
and seized a small amount 
of marijuana and drug para-
phernalia. The driver was 
issued citations for the traf-
fic violation and disorderly 
conduct.

Campus Crime & Incident Reports

On Oct. 29, students and faculty members participated in Scotty Saturday, an event which sought to celebrate the innovative, and enterprising spirit 
of Carnegie Mellon University. The event included a display of student artwork, fun games, a marketplace, and an Andrew Carnegie impersonator. 

Source: www.weather.com

Members of Carnegie Mellon community 
gather at The Fence to reflect on issues

Carnegie Mellon University performs water 
quality testing in on-campus buildings

The Environmental 
Health and Safety Depart-
ment of Carnegie Mellon 
University is testing drinking 
water in all campus build-
ings built before 1986 for 
elevated levels of lead. This 
follows recent tests by the 
Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 
Authority that found height-
ened lead levels in 17 of 100 
randomly selected residen-
tial properties in Pittsburgh.

Before being prohibited in 
1986, lead pipes and solder 
were widely used in plumb-
ing fixtures. Water samples 
have been collected from at 
least 150 individual foun-
tains around campus and 
were sent to an accredited 
laboratory for testing.

According to Madelyn 
Miller, director of 

Environmental Health and 
Safety, no lead has been 
found in samples taken from 
the Cyert Center for Early 
Education in Morewood 
Gardens and the Children’s 
School in Margaret Morri-
son Carnegie Hall, and there 
have been no indications of 
lead in the water at Carnegie 
Mellon so far.

Results for samples taken 
from administrative and aca-
demic buildings are expect-
ed by the end of October, 
while testing in university-
owned residence halls will 
begin early November, with 
advance notice to residents.
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DOMINIQUE ESCANDON
Special to The Tartan

Editor’s Note: Dominique 
Escandon is the Cabinet Writer 
of The Student Government. 

For one week a year, my 
high school, Peddie School, 
felt like magic. Supporting 
our rivalry with Blair Acade-
my, which has ranked as New 
Jersey’s oldest continuous 
prep-football competition, 
our Spirit Week was referred 
to as Blair Week. Everything 
in that week had been backed 
up by years of tradition, 
from the daily dress up days 
to the school-wide rallies 

and a bonfire and everyone 
counting down to the grand 
finale of the week: Blair Day. 
On this day, every fall Junior 
Varsity and Varsity team of 
both schools would compete, 
with each loss or win tally-
ing a single point on a master 
score where whoever won the 
most points at the end of the 
day would bring home the 
Potter-Kelley Cup. Regardless 
of the outcome, there were 
tears and a resounding agree-
ment that our school was the 
best school to attend and love.

I mention this because 
Carnegie Mellon and my old 
school are a lot alike. Outside 

of Blair Week, sports weren’t 
a huge deal. Since it was a 
boarding school, students 
were usually able to choose 
how they would spend their 
days, and they usually chose 
to do their work and study. 
Just as I’ve done a hundred 
times over at Carnegie Mel-
lon, I would find myself curs-
ing Peddie while studying for 
my AP Biology test at 3 a.m., 
and then immediately take it 
back when I remembered how 
lucky I was to be receiving the 
education that my school was 
granting me.

Carnegie Mellon’s lack of 
school spirit is hard to miss, 

but I’ve always disagreed 
with anyone who says that 
there’s nothing we can do 
about it since sports aren’t the 
main priority to our non-ath-
lete population. How many 
times have you gone around a 
circle with friends and strang-
ers and laughed over miscel-
laneous events that occurred 
during Carnival? Blair Week 
also gave every single Peddie 
student something to bond 
over, but in a different way. 
The long history that sur-
rounded the week made ev-
eryone feel like they were a 
part of something great and 
meaningful.

Sports aren’t the missing 
link. The more and more our 
students and faculty receive 
international recognition for 
their incredible contributions 
to their respective fields of 
interest, or the more our ath-
letes are declared All-Amer-
ican, or the more of our stu-
dent organizations and greek 
chapters continue to achieve 
amazing things in philan-
thropy or beyond, the harder 
it gets to say that the Carn-
egie Mellon community isn’t 
great enough to be spirited. 
Remembering to recognize 
how amazing our community 
really is, I believe, can take us 

further than we’ve ever gone 
before. As our administra-
tion, Student Government, 
and student organizations, 
like Proud to Be Plaid, which 
made Scotty Saturday pos-
sible (and how great was 
that?), work hard to support 
existing traditions and start 
new ones to remind us of this 
fact, we must remember to 
always remain engaged and 
grateful in our education, and 
supportive of all those around 
us who are sharing this in-
credibly unique experience 
with us. What traditions will 
you start and share during 
your time here?

At noon on Friday, Oct. 
14, following a mass email 
invitation from President 
Subra Suresh, nearly 200 
Carnegie Mellon students 
and faculty members gath-
ered at The Fence to reflect 
on and discuss issues fac-
ing society today, as well as 
to connect as a community. 
Suresh described hearing 
from “faculty, students and 
staff who want to engage 
deeply and directly with is-
sues roiling our society,” cit-
ing examples such as racism, 
sexual violence, xenophobia, 
inequality, hate crimes, and 
offensive political discourse.

Suresh highlighted rac-
ism as “among the most 
painful and intractable 
challenges to our society,” 

and brought up past events 
on campus that dealt with 
race issues. He emphasized 
his support for the continu-
ation of such dialogue, but 
added that “it’s also impor-
tant that we find less struc-
tured opportunities to come 
together as a community,” 
referring to the gathering at 
The Fence.

At the gathering, stu-
dents were given plaid lapel 
ribbons on cards printed 
with the lyrics of John Len-
non’s “Imagine,” and were 
invited to sing along with 
senior musical theater major 
Arica Jackson and School of 
Drama Professor Gary Kline. 
A performance by a brass 
quintet from the School of 
Music followed.
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KATY DYER
Junior Staffwriter

Have you ever found 
yourself painfully raking 
through your closet after a 
breakup and tossing your ex’s 
old t-shirts? Maybe you hid 
that teddy bear from Valen-
tine’s Day under the bed, or 
maybe you felt overwhelmed 
by the toothbrush they left 
when they spent the night. 
Regardless of our individual 
tales, it’s undeniable that 
broken relationships leave us 
with a collection of emotional-
ly charged objects in addition 
to our grief. This can be deeply 
unpleasant, but a pair of Croa-
tian artists saw an opportunity 
to create something cathartic 
and beautiful from the pain of 
physically “letting go.”

In 2006, Olinka Vištica 
and Dražen Grubišić, initially 
a couple, founded the Mu-
seum of Broken Relationships 
(MoBR) after their breakup. 
The Museum’s first iteration 
centered on the artifacts from 
the two’s romance, but since 
then the project has expanded 
worldwide. As Vištica’s and 
Grubiši’s website states, the 
“Museum of Broken Relation-
ships is a physical and virtual 
public space created with the 
sole purpose of … sharing 
your heartbreak stories and 

symbolic possessions.” Their 
mission statement explains 
that a constant stream of 
anonymously donated items, 
with personal stories at-
tached, is curated by MoBR. 
This approach’s power lies 
in each donor’s “chance to 
overcome emotional collapse 
through creativity.”

Currently, MoBR has two 
permanent installations (Za-
greb, Croatia and Los Angeles, 
California), and has been tem-
porarily exhibited in 38 cities 
worldwide. Now, more than 
a decade after the original 
Museum’s founding, a MoBR 
exhibition is coming to Pitts-
burgh’s very own The Mine 
Factory from Dec. 2 to Dec. 
30. This installation is being 
designed by Project Ex, a five-
person team of graduate stu-
dents from Carnegie Mellon’s 
Entertainment Technology 
Center (ETC) led by producer 
Sarabeth Boak. The ETC’s cli-
ent for this project is Professor 
Bernstein, a Carnegie Mellon 
English professor inspired 
by visiting Croatia’s original 
MoBR. This semester, Prof. 
Bernstein worked with nine 
of her students to interview 
potential donors throughout 
Pittsburgh.

According to Christian 
Zeitler, an undergraduate 
student enrolled in Professor 

Bernstein’s class, “the 
significance of this project 
seems to grow every day for 
us.” Explaining that “some 
[stories] are tear jerking,” 
while “some are hilarious,” 
Zeitler sums up the exhibit’s 
theme as “a fragmented and 
beautiful portrait of people 
learning to let go in the midst 
of heart break.” However, 
Zeitler clarified that due to 
time constraints, “this process 
has certainly been stressful.” 
For example, donation col-
lection “frequently takes pes-
tering, … annoying emails, 
[and] traveling to [unknown] 
parts of the city to ask strang-
ers to bare their souls for [the 
team].” Zeitler, however, sees 
this as a small price to pay for 
the resulting collection, which 
is “very emotionally raw,” 
“unflinchingly honest,” and 
“nothing short of amazing.”

Dani Joseph, a fellow team 
member, concurred that the 
donation process is both the 
project’s “most challenging 
and most rewarding part.” 
She elaborated, saying that 
“there’s a moment when 
you’re getting a donation 
that you look into people’s 
eyes and see their pain, and 
it’s very raw and overwhelm-
ing to be the person … assur-
ing them.” However, Joseph 
explained that, difficult as 

the work can be, Pittsburgh 
“is rich in stories and it’s time 
that those stories were heard.” 
To further this goal, it’s been 
crucial for the team “to reach 
out to populations like the 
steel mill workers as well as 
students.”

The team is not only 
focused on diverse community 
donations, but also on creat-
ing space for Pittsburgh resi-
dents to meaningfully interact 
with them. This task falls to 
the Entertainment Technolo-
gy Center team, which is com-
prised of graduate students 
with “a mix of specialties, 
ranging from programming 
to traditional art.” Sarabeth 
Boak, producer of the ETC de-
sign team, explained that, “All 
ETC projects involve … tak-
ing a design vision and build-
ing a world around it.” Boak 
explained her passion for this 
world by saying “designing 
[physical] spaces feels spe-
cial” because “this is the age 
of experience over material 
ownership.” Joseph echoed 
this emphasis on experience, 
exclaiming, “I cannot wait 
to see the ways that people 
engage with our material.” 
Given the Museum of Broken 
Relationship’s unique and 
powerful beauty, it’s certain 
that nobody else in Pittsburgh 
will want to wait either.

in the ranking, Carnegie 
Mellon places at 154.

To find out why Carnegie 
Mellon performs so poorly on 
this index, The Tartan spoke 
with Lisa Krieg, Carnegie 
Mellon’s Associate Vice Presi-
dent & Director of Enrollment 
Services. We also received 
additional information via 
email from Kenneth Walters, 
Carnegie Mellon’s Executive 
Director of Media Relations.

Why Carnegie Mellon 
doesn’t meet demonstrated 
need

If you go one-by-one 
down U.S. News and World 
Report’s ranking of national 
universities, the first private 
school that does not meet 
on average at least 97 per-
cent of demonstrated finan-
cial need is Carnegie Mellon 
University. Carnegie Mellon’s 
figure of 82 percent is signifi-
cantly lower than the average 
percentage need met of any 
other private school in the 

top 30 national universities.
When asked why this is 

the case, Walters insisted that 
“meeting need is a top prior-
ity for the university,” and 
identified Carnegie Mellon’s 
smaller endowment per stu-
dent when compared to peer 
institutions to be the reason 
why Carnegie Mellon cannot 
provide as much financial 
aid.

The limitations of Carnegie 
Mellon’s endowment

One of Krieg’s main 
criticisms of the ranking is 
that it fails to take into ac-
count a college’s endowment 
per student, a measure of a 
college’s ability to provide 
great financial aid. Krieg 
points out that it is unfair to 
compare schools like Carne-
gie Mellon to schools with far 
larger endowments on a per-
student basis. “The endow-
ment challenges us,” Krieg 
said.

The table lists Carnegie 
Mellon’s endowment per 
student as $75,000, but the 

top-ranked private schools on 
the list have numbers several 
times larger than that. Some 
schools even have endow-
ments per student in the mil-
lions. Public schools such as 
those in the University of Cal-
ifornia system top the rank-
ings and manage to provide 
great financial aid with lower 
endowments per student, but 
those schools have higher stu-
dent-faculty ratios, are more 
affordable to begin with, and 
receive substantial govern-
ment funding — so it is unfair 
to compare Carnegie Mellon 
to those schools as well.

When Krieg was asked 
about William Dietrich’s fa-
mous $265 million gift to 
Carnegie Mellon, and why 
even that hasn’t been enough 
to make Carnegie Mellon’s fi-
nancial aid competitive with 
other private colleges, she 
explained that colleges must 
only spend a small portion of 
their endowment each year, 
saving the bulk of the money 
for future years in order to en-
sure the continued financial 
well-being of the university.

Carnegie Mellon’s economic 
diversity and percentage of 
Pell Grant recipients

The percentage of 
students at a college who 
receive Pell Grants is a good 
proxy measure for economic 
diversity. Carnegie Mellon 
has a smaller percentage of 
Pell Grant recipients than 
many other colleges in the 
index, and there are several 
possible explanations for why 
this is the case. Firstly, Krieg 
noted that Carnegie Mellon, 
or any other school for that 
matter, has students who 
are just above the Pell Grant 
threshold, but might still be 
considered low-income by 
other measures. Secondly, 21 
percent of Carnegie Mellon 
undergraduates are interna-
tional students who cannot 
receive Pell Grants regardless 
of socioeconomic status. This 
proportion is significantly 
higher at Carnegie Mellon 
than at most other American 
universities.

Another point Krieg 
made is that as a largely 

STEM-focused university, it 
is especially challenging for 
Carnegie Mellon to attract 
low-income students. Many 
low-income students attend 
high schools that do not offer 
the same variety of advanced 
STEM classes that more privi-
leged students have access to. 
This makes it more challeng-
ing for low-income students 
to even become interested in 
fields like engineering and 
computer science, let alone 
develop the skills necessary 
to pursue those fields of study 
at Carnegie Mellon. So how 
does Carnegie Mellon com-
pare to other STEM-focused 
schools? According to The 
Upshot, Carnegie Mellon’s 
undergraduate student body 
is composed of 11 percent 
Pell Grant recipients. MIT 
has 15 percent, Cal Tech has 
13 percent, and Georgia Tech 
has 11 percent.

Walters views economic 
diversity and financial aid as 
linked, predicting that “as we 
become more successful in 
meeting financial need, we 
will become more successful 

at increasing diversity in the 
freshman class, including Pell 
Grant recipients.”

Return-on-investment and 
the post-Carnegie Mellon 
experience

Carnegie Mellon may 
not be the most competitive 
school in terms of financial 
aid, but perhaps that is less 
important at a school where 
graduates earn higher sala-
ries and pay back their loans 
successfully at higher rates 
than graduates of other top 
research universities. Carn-
egie Mellon graduates of the 
Class of 2015 who entered 
the workforce right away re-
ported a median starting sal-
ary of $82,275, a figure far 
higher than the national me-
dian of $50,651. Krieg says 
that the low-default rate for 
Tartan grads, just 0.7 per-
cent in fiscal year 2012 (the 
most recent year for which 
the information is available) 
is something that “we should 
be really proud of as an 
institution.”

will benefit your peers, it can 
happen. “If there’s something 
that you’re really adamant and 
ardent about pushing though, 
there are outlets to do so ... The 
administration is listening and 
they do want to help ... They 
want to make the experience at 
Carnegie Mellon great,” Yang 
said.

While students may talk 
amongst themselves about 

issues on campus, this doesn’t 
mean that the administration is 
aware of these concerns. Yang 
believes that more students 
should reach out to the admin-
istration about changes they 
want to see on campus.

Regarding this student-led 
initiative, Rodney McClendon, 
Carnegie Mellon’s Vice Presi-
dent of Operations, stated, 
“This action serves as a great ex-
ample of how students and the 
university can work together to 

improve the Carnegie Mellon 
University experience. I look 
forward to continue to work 
with the campus community to 
identify opportunities and im-
plement changes that enhance 
the educational and social im-
pact of life at Carnegie Mellon 
University.”

McClendon also noted 
that the committee consid-
ered another $0.75 per hour 
increase for the 2018 fall 
academic year, which would 

bring the student minimum 
wage to $8.50 per hour. “Anal-
ysis and consideration of the 
proposed FY 18 increase to 
$8.50 per hour will be taken 
during the forthcoming budget 
review process,” McClendon 
said.

While feedback to this 
recently implemented mini-
mum wage increase has been 
positive, this is just a start, and 
students are excited to see how 
this will progress in the future.

Museum of Broken Relationships exhibit  
comes to Pittsburgh’s The Mine Factory

Carnegie Mellon 
student minimum 
wage is now $7.75

CMU ranks poorly on The New York Times’ College Access Index 

More students should reach out to 
the administration about changes 

they want to see on campus.
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CALEB GLICKMAN

Today I will be responding to the 
argument challenging my defense 
of the two-party system written in 
the last issue by staffwriter Brandon 
Schmuck. He defended voting via 
one’s ideology and not bending to 
fit into a party mold. Schmuck pos-
its that the two-party system “rep-
resents a vastly oversimplified view 
of American political beliefs,” but 
blaming the two-party system for all 
of the problems with modern elec-
tions is an oversimplification.

Let’s start with party ideology. 
Schmuck claims “the vote between 
Democrat and Republican only rep-
resents one dimension of the politi-
cal compass.” While this seems like 
a reasonable point, it is a view that 
only pays attention to the biggest 
contest in the arena.

One of the amazing things about 
our electoral structure is how the 
two major parties work as mas-
sive coalitions; in a parliamentary 
system, each of them could easily 
be two or three parties. Our nation 
has three branches of government; 
if someone does the research, they 
may find candidates that they align 
with running for Congress. These 
representatives bring many political 
dimensions and ideals to the table, 
but they do not form their own par-
ties just because they disagree on 
a few issues. They find common 
ground with their fellow lawmakers.

Parties can shift in their ideol-
ogy when more lawmakers endorse 
a particular idea. If a voter feels left 
out of a coalition, he should support 
legislators in the coalition he most 
agrees with.

Schmuck writes how Americans 
are frustrated with our current cli-
mate, saying, “39 percent of [Ameri-
cans] identify as independent.” 
While that is a significant portion 
of the population, it also shows 
that a clear majority of the popula-
tion fits into only two of the infinite 
party identifiers. Identifying as in-
dependent also has a host of com-
plications. Putting everyone who 
disagrees with the two party system 
into one category should make the 
independents just as frustrated. Lib-
ertarian Gary Johnson and Green 
Jill Stein do not fall into the same 
category. Still, the reason the num-
ber of independents has risen is not 
due to an increased willingness to 
fight the system. Rather, our recent 
political climate has reached a parti-
san breaking point.

In my first column, I stressed how 
our system works well when people 
from both parties are willing to find 
compromises. It is the main pillar 
of our political culture. The current 
break in that compromising culture 

is most likely due to the fact that 
over the past two presidencies, as I 
discussed in my third column, our 
two parties have grown increasingly 
partisan. In a Pew Research poll con-
ducted in 2014, people’s responses 
showed that over the last 20 years, 
the median Democrat and Republi-
can have grown so far apart that in 
both parties, more than a quarter 
to a third of them believe the other 
party is a “Threat to the Nation’s 
Well-Being.”

Growing up in a world where 
the other party is an enemy would 
definitely turn off young voters to 
the current system. In the last eight 
years, Republican obstructionism in 
Congress has limited how much the 
government could accomplish. This 
would explain why 64 percent of 
those responding to the Real Clear 
Politics poll say the country is on 
the “Wrong Track.” Schmuck writes 
that these disengaged young voters 
are putting “their votes in their own 
hands” with tools like the internet. 
But as I discussed in my second col-
umn, this trend towards new media 
has its drawbacks.

Tools like the internet can help 
young people learn about candi-
dates. I am a proponent of curiosity, 
and the internet often helps with 
this. Still, many people young and 
old can fall into a vacuum when 
learning about political candidates, 
especially on the internet. They will 
often find information that confirms 
their personal opinions, whether the 
information is correct or not.

For example, in our presiden-
tial contest, many younger voters 
showed interest in alternative can-
didates like Stein and Johnson. For 
people disinterested by the major 
party candidates, having other op-
tions seems like a reasonable idea. 
But these candidates present them-
selves as infallible alternatives just 
because they fight the two-party 
mold. Although they might not like 
to admit it, they have many flaws of 
their own.

While Johnson’s popularity 
might be linked to his desire to legal-
ize marijuana, his plans to abolish 
the Department of Education and 
the IRS tend to receive less scrutiny. 
His tax plans do not add up, and his 
lack of knowledge on foreign policy 
should be severely worrisome.

Similarly, Stein often displays a 
complete lack of knowledge when 
discussing her grand solutions to 
our nation’s problems, whether it’s 
her inability to explain what quan-
titative easing is to her health con-
cerns about WiFi. I highly recom-
mend John Oliver’s recent segment 
on the third-party candidates.

People should become more will-
ing to accept candidates’ faults and 
understand that almost no candi-
date will be perfect.

And that brings me to our current 
dilemma. Schmuck tries to make the 
two-party system the scapegoat for 
many problems. First, I will address 
his claim from the New York Times 
that “only 9 percent of Americans 
chose Trump or Clinton as nomi-
nees in the primaries.” While this is 
technically true, it should have been 
noted (as it was directly underneath 
the statistic in the NY Times article) 
that these numbers were exactly 
the same in 2008. This is not some 
staggeringly surprising statistic. Ad-
ditionally, the system he should be 
criticizing is the primary system, not 
the two-party system. Primaries are 
sprinkled all over the calendar de-
pending on which state you reside 
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When Pennsylvania voters head 
to their polling stations on Nov. 8, 
they will be faced with choices other 
than the federal government. Sev-
eral state and local offices are up 
for grabs, and one ballot measure in 
particular has drawn some heat.

On the surface, the Pennsylvania 
Judicial Retirement Age Amend-
ment does not sound like it would be 
so divisive. The amendment would 
change the age at which state judges 
are forced to retire from 70 to 75 
years old.

The problem, however, lies in 
the text. On the ballots, voters will 
be asked to answer yes or no to the 
question: “Shall the Pennsylvania 
Constitution be amended to require 
that justices of the Supreme Court, 
judges, and magisterial district judg-
es be retired on the last day of the 
calendar year in which they attain 
the age of 75 years?” This phrasing 
omits the fact that there already is a 
judicial retirement age. Most voters 
do not have the time or interest to 
research all the way down the ballot, 
and could easily be tricked into vot-
ing for this amendment because they 
do not know that there is currently a 
judicial retirement age.

This amendment was born in 
April as a nearly-70-word ballot 
measure explaining that the judicial 
retirement age was being changed 
from 70 to 75. However, Pennsyl-
vania Senate Republicans felt that 
the ballot measure was too long and 
clunky and sent in a legal challenge 
with an altered text. That altered text 
was the first time the ballot measure 
appeared without language explain-
ing that the judicial retirement age 
was being raised, not put into place.

After Senate Democrats and 
Republicans volleyed a series of 
lawsuits back and forth, the ballot 
measure went to vote despite hav-
ing been successfully pushed back 
to the November election for several 
reasons. Pennsylvania Secretary of 
State Pedro Cortes did not validate 
the results, so even though the non-
voters comprised the slight majority, 
the votes in April did not matter.

In their suit, Democrats argued 
that the Republicans’ push for the 
delay and deceptive language served 
only to prevent Chief Justice Thomas 

Saylor from retiring this year in or-
der to maintain their presence on 
the court. The Democrats lost that 
suit, but retired Supreme Court Jus-
tices Ronald Castille and Stephen 
Zappala, Sr. brought the issue to the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Saylor 
recused himself, allowing the rest 
of the justices to release a split de-
cision. The tie unfortunately meant 
that the wording would stand.

There are very real reasons Penn-
sylvanians would not want to in-
crease the judicial retirement age, 
and a democratic law-making entity 
like the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania should never permit a ballot 
measure to mislead voters.

Democracy relies greatly on in-
formation. Voters need to make 
informed decisions based on their 
self-interest and what they perceive 
as the interests of the nation. The 
original 70-word ballot measure was 
clear and easily understandable, just 
as it should be. The fact that it has 
been replaced with deliberately mis-
leading wording is more than just  
frustrating— it betrays voters. In or-
der to clarify the true intention of the 
ballot measure, all they need to add 
is one equally clear and understand-
able clause to the existing text.

In an election year, a voter’s ac-
cess to information can be a compli-
cated idea, since the average voter 
does not possess a very intricate 
understanding of American poli-
tics, nor will they try to. In 2016, it’s 
impressive if the average voter can 
name more than one specific policy 
that their candidate plans to legis-
late. With the understanding that 
voters will not try to be informed, 
the Republicans’ deliberate reword-
ing shows a conscious effort to ex-
ploit voters’ ignorance.

Further, it is time to clean up the 
Pennsylvania courts, which we can 
achieve by instituting a lower retire-
ment age. A series of high profile 
scandals have shaken many Pennsyl-
vanians’ confidence in the judiciary 
branch of the state government.

Earlier this year, Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court Justices Seamus Mc-
Caffery and J. Michael Eakin were 
forced to resign after the leak of sex-
ually explicit emails that they had 
sent to and received from cowork-

ers. Another Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court Justice, Joan Orie Melvin, was 
convicted in 2013 for theft of ser-
vices and was also forced to resign. 
And, though she was not on one of 
Pennsylvania’s courts, former At-
torney General Kathleen Kane lost 
her license to practice law after the 
leak of grand jury information to the 
press and her subsequent perjury.

These examples continue to pile 
on to the perception that Pennsylva-
nia’s court system is a mess. Now is 
not the time for Pennsylvania law-
makers to deceptively elongate jus-
tices’ careers.

Support for this measure centers 
on two arguments: judicial experi-
ence and the difficulty of filling all 
vacant appointments. Neither of 
these arguments are very strong.

While judicial experience is im-
portant, it’s unclear what is so spe-
cial about the five years between 
70 and 75 that make those justices 
so valuable. People of that age will 
have to spend less time dealing with 
the real world consequences of the 
precedent they set, yet they affect 
the younger generations who receive 
limited input. This is a far bigger 
problem than judges with margin-
ally less experience.

Filling the appointments should 
also be simple enough. There are 
hundreds of qualified candidates to 
work in the appellate court system 
who are under 70 years of age. This 
is a disingenuous procedural argu-
ment that sidesteps the serious is-
sues in both the process and the sub-
stance of the ballot measure.

At the end of the day, this is a 
blatant failure of democracy. Penn-
sylvania Republicans are using a 
deceptive ballot measure to extend 
the career of a justice because they 
want to preserve their party mem-
bers’ positions. The political expedi-
ence of the measure does not trump 
Pennsylvanians’ confidence in the 
legal system and justices who are in-
vested in their decisions. Do not let 
the Pennsylvania State Legislature 
get away with trying to fool you into 
voting in a direction optimal only for 
them. The Tartan importunes Penn-
sylvania voters to select ‘no’ on the 
Pennsylvania Judicial Retirement 
Act this November.

PA ballot measure misleads voters, corrupts system 
Two-party compromises 
beat third party idealism

Editor’s note: The Pragmatist’s 
Manifesto is a weekly column that en-
courages civil discussion about poli-
tics in the U.S. Find previous install-
ments @ thetartan.org. 

Anna Boyle/Staff Artist



in, and turnout is usually quite low 
for these elections. Only the most 
motivated and engaged voters take 
part in the process.

In addition, he claims that Trump 
is “the flaming dumpster of trash that 
is the two party system.” While a 
dumpster fire is an appropriate meta-
phor to describe Trump, blaming the 
two-party system again reflects an 
oversimplified view of how our coun-
try functions. The main culprit for 
Trump’s success is the GOP primary 
rulebook, which gave him the nomi-
nation without a majority of the 
actual votes cast in the contests. If 
they had used the primary rules of 
the Democrats, which were all pro-
portional, we may have seen a dif-
ferent outcome.

Schmuck criticizes how “dra-
matically” I conclude my two-party 
defense by calling for Trump to be 
“eviscerated.” I was not excited 
about Clinton during the prima-
ries. But now that the choice is set 
to be made in the general election, 
I ask you: On the morning of Nov. 
9, how will you feel if your new 
president-elect is Donald Trump, 
a racist, misogynist, bullying, thin-
skinned, xenophobic, ignoramus 
who has never held elected office 
at any level, who has spent his 
career making money by ripping 
off people who work for him and 
others through scams like Trump 
University, who has boasted about 

being a sexual predator, and who ran 
a campaign based on hatred, divi-
sion, conspiracy theories, and love of 
foreign dictators?

I am not exaggerating when I 
write that he needs to be destroyed. 
Neither is Washington Post columnist 
Dana Milbank, who recently wrote of 
the need to “humiliate” Trump on 
election day. Neither is Wall Street 
Journal Deputy Editorial Page Edi-
tor Bret Stephens, who stated back 
in May the need to “crush” Trump 
in the election to send a message to 
the GOP.

If there’s anything the last debate 

proved it is that Trump cannot be 
trusted with the safety of our repub-
lic. One cannot make the claim that 
the two main options are equally 
unqualified without participating 
in the vicious double standard that 
has infected our entire perception of 
this race. 

Clinton has plenty of flaws, but 
this is a woman who has spent her 
life working on behalf of women’s 

and children’s rights, was a highly 
involved and popular First Lady, was 
an effective U.S. Senator who worked 
well with her Republican colleagues, 
and was a well-regarded U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Republican balderdash 
about Benghazi notwithstanding. 
She is one of the best-qualified presi-
dential candidates in U.S. history.

Finally, Schmuck claims that the 
two-party system “turns the election 
into more of a childish finger-point-
ing game than an actual debate.” This 
again is also oversimplified. While 
evidence of mud-slinging campaigns 
goes all the way back to the election 

of 1800, two-party systems do not 
create finger-pointing matches be-
tween the candidates. Check even as 
recently as 2008; “Yes We Can” and 
“Hope and Change” were not about 
John McCain’s character, but about 
endorsing Barack Obama’s ideology. 
More often than not, whether it is a 
two-party system or not, elections 
can become nastier when the candi-
dates are more willing to get down 
and dirty. And this year there is defi-
nitely one candidate who relies on 
this tactic more than any other in our 
history.

As someone who is also genuinely 
concerned about the future 
of this nation, I urge you to 
vote for Clinton, the only per-
son in this race we can trust 
to lead the land of the free. 

The reason I call my col-
umn the Pragmatist’s Mani-
festo is because being prag-
matic about our country is 
the only effective way to 
ensure that our government 
stays productive. By accept-
ing the shortcomings of our 
representatives, we create a 
far more realistic set of cir-
cumstances to discuss poli-
tics in our increasingly parti-
san world.

Caleb Glickman (@cglick-
ma) is  a Staffwriter for The 
Tartan.

Icon by Ashley Chan, 
Staff Artist

EMILY GALLAGHER

This week I’m going to tell you 
about Katie McGinty. Katie McGinty? 
Who is that? In case your television 
screen has been bombarded ex-
clusively by ads about presidential 
candidates and your mailbox has 
been stuffed with political propa-
ganda spewing either love or hate 
for Trump and Clinton, I’ll remind 
who Katie McGinty is and why she is 
someone you should care about this 
election season. Perhaps, in the daily 
stack of political postcards, you have 
come across the occasional McGinty 
one. Chances are you threw it in the 
trash with the rest of them without a 
second glance, but McGinty is an im-
portant candidate for any resident of 
Pennsylvania to be aware of.

McGinty is a Pennsylvania demo-
crat who is running against Patrick 

Toomey [R] for a seat in the U.S. Sen-
ate. She is best known for her work in 
environmental policy, and has served 
both as an environmental adviser to 
Bill Clinton during his presidency 
and Secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection. She has dedicated her po-
litical career to finding renewable 
energy sources and protecting the 
environment, and plans to continue 
her work in Pennsylvania should she 
be elected into office this November.

In addition to her environmental 
plans and policies, McGinty’s cam-
paign focuses on job creation and 
economic growth here in Pennsyl-
vania. She speaks about her plans 
to help the middle class by making 
healthcare affordable and accessible 
for all Pennsylvanians, remodeling 
some aspects of the state’s public 
education system, and fighting for 
universal Pre-K education.

If McGinty is elected, she will be 
the first female senator in the history 
of the state of Pennsylvania, and will 
unseat her opponent Pat Toomey, 
who has been representing the state 
since 2011. As a woman, McGinty 
recognizes the many women’s issues 
that are often overlooked by male 
representatives. One such example 
revolves around controversy about 
paid leave for women who must 
take a temporary leave of ab-
sence to care for their families. 
McGinty has resolved to help 
pass amendments to the Paycheck 
Fairness Act and thereby ensure that 
women do not have to choose be-
tween their job and caring for their 
family.

Is that a good synopsis for you? 
Do you feel more informed about a 
name that appears on the ballot that 

is not Clinton or Trump? Clearly, this 
election year is critical because it is a 
presidential election year where nei-
ther candidate is up for re-election. 
There will be an entirely new lead-
er of our country and that is quite 
daunting. It is very easy to get swept 
up in the pandemonium and panic of 
who should serve as Commander in 
Chief, especially this year when so 
many voters feel as though they 
have no one to choose 
from.

When I hear peo-
ple say that they are 
so fed up with the entire 
political system and they 
dislike the presidential 
candidates so much 
that they aren’t going 
to vote at all, I get ag-
gravated for many 
reasons, but one 
of those reasons 
is that there 
is more to this 
election than 
just the presi-
dential candidates. 
We have a system of 
checks and balanc-
es in this country, 

meaning the president does not hold 
dictatorial power. For this reason 
alone it is important to vote because 
there is more than one political office 
that is up for grabs, and the state and 
local offices are just as important and 
will impact daily life just as quickly as 
the president.

My intent is not to convince that 
you should vote for McGinty, al-

though she a very 
s t r o n g 

candidate for Pennsylvania. My goal 
is to remind you that there is more 
to this election than the presidential 
race, and that to throw away your 
vote by simply not going to a polling 
place or not sending in an absentee 
ballot demonstrates a lack of under-
standing of our political system and 
a sense of apathy that is extremely 
dangerous in a democratic society.

Emily Gallagher (@egalla-
gher) is a Staffwriter for The 

Tartan.
Icon by Ashley Chan, 

Staff Artist
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Editor’s note: This weekly series 
highlights stories of women mentioned 
in the media. Find previous install-
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Third-parties fracture nation, undermine current compromise

Katie McGinty may bring balance to chaotic election cycle

TARTANS TALK
Things are starting to get spooky at The Tartan. So we asked,

If time and money were no object, what would you be for Halloween?

Compiled by SARAH GUTEKUNST 

Nick Hougland
Physics
Sophomore

“[Conjoined] twin costume with dif-
ferent velcro points to attach.”

Julia Adams
International Relations, Politics
Sophomore

“Dottie from A League of their Own 
movie, in the full retro baseball out-
fit with a bat and glove.”

Annabella Wong
Chemical Engineering
Junior

“A gory costume with my face be-
coming unzipped or like half my 
face a zombie and the other half be-
ing a doll.”

Arihant Jain
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering
First year

“Salt.”

Bryant Porras
College of Engineering Undecided
First year

“Pepper.”
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CHIE WACH

 

A 
friend 
of mine recently declared, 
with all the confidence of a 
freshman intellect, “Asian 
girls can’t be pretty with-
out makeup.” The comment was 
disturbing and degrading, but 
made even more so by the fact 
that he is an Asian exchange stu-
dent himself. He didn’t mean to 
be offensive; he somehow inter-
nalized the messages of the media 
and society around him. When did 
Asian societies start to criticize their 
own reflections?

Little girls, regardless of race 
and culture, are taught to compare 
their bodies to those on television 
screens and magazine covers. Soci-
ety still cannot see the beauty in an 
upturned nose, strong, stout legs, or 
an unabashedly wide smile. Imag-
ine, then, how this universal struggle 
may be infinitely more painful when 
the list of “problems” in a girl’s body 
is extended to include the color of 
her skin, the shape of her eyes, or the 
texture of her hair. This tragedy has 
permeated almost all non-white cul-
tures, but is the most blatantly obvi-
ous in Asian society.

The best forms of diversity are the 
gilt-framed images of “beauty” that 
every culture has created for its own. 
As populations have advanced over 
the millennia, their physical char-
acteristics have developed to match 
that culture’s idea of beauty. How-
ever, with the spread of the influence 
of Western culture, many of these 
images have been replaced with a 
whiter, more Western image.

The image of a white woman as 
the model of beauty in Asia is notice-
able in the smallest, most innocu-
ous social practices, like carrying a 
parasol to keep from tanning, using 

tinted contacts to enlarge pupils, or 
even sticking tape in eyelids. It has 
even reached the point where plas-
tic surgery has become a normal 
social practice, especially among 
Chinese women. In 2014, over sev-
en million cosmetic surgeries were 
performed in China, many of them 
on teenagers, or even children as 
young as five. What did these op-
erations change? Slimming the jaw 

and nose, widening eyes, implanting 
eyelashes — the beauty of the Asian 
face has gone out of fashion, and it is 
a truly expensive tragedy. This costs 
not just a monetary expense, but the 
price of confidence and appreciation 
of self that too many girls and wom-
en are paying.

This is not the fault of individual 
parents or teachers, but that society 
as a whole has accepted a foreign 
image to worship and has plas-
tered it across magazine covers and 
movie screens. What message does 
that send to children watching TV 
when all the “most beautiful” Asian 
idols don’t look Asian? The images 
of beauty that they see in movies 
are often internalized, which can 
be so harmful when their body type 
doesn’t fit the image that they’re try-
ing to achieve.

Of course, this applies to men 
and boys as well — the complicated 
combination of pressure to conform 
to the foreign image of beauty, and 
rejection of any “un-masculine” inse-
curity can be just as painful and dif-
ficult to deal with.

Unfortunately, this tragedy is by 
no means restricted to Asian cul-
tures. Even in American society, 
black and Hispanic communities 
have also occasionally been infected 
with the desire to be “lighter.” There 
is an idea in the black community 
called the “paper bag test,” in which 
skin color is compared to that of a 
brown paper bag — a skin color can 
only “pass the test” if lighter than 
the bag. However, there have also 
been recent social movements to 
encourage appreciation of natural 
cultural beauty, such as the natural 
hair movement in the black commu-
nity. There is even an annual festival 
called Curlfest in Brooklyn, intended 
specifically to celebrate the natural 
beauty of black women’s hair.

We need more of this, in every 
culture. These ideas have been so 
imbedded in the subconscious of so-
ciety that they have become nearly 
impossible to extricate. Asian beauty 
is not an oxymoron. It is an ignored, 
disregarded reality that has been op-
pressed for so many centuries that it 
is barely recognizable to its own in-
heritors.

Chie Wach (@cwach) is  a Staff-
writer for The Tartan.
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ARIEL HOFFMAIER

This election cycle has left me, like 
many liberals, wondering why any 
LGBT+ American could possibly sup-
port Donald Trump. Surely, anyone 
who tweets #GaysforTrump must 
be either self-loathing or seriously 
deluded to stand behind this presi-
dential candidate: a man who has ap-
pointed as his VP the architect behind 
Indiana’s infamously discriminatory 
“religious liberty” bill, and who rep-
resents the most explicitly anti-gay 
GOP agenda in history — complete 
with overturning marriage equality 
and supporting conversion therapy 
for minors.

Yet, a small but very vocal minor-
ity of the LGBT+ community seem-
ingly disregards their own interests 
and stands behind Trump anyway. 
These “Gays for Trump” are mostly 
white and wealthy. They have a 

handful of powerful spokespeople, 
such as “gamer-gate” originator Milo 
Yiannopoulos, who was banned per-
manently from Twitter last summer 
after inciting a racist cyber-bullying 
campaign against Ghostbusters ac-
tress Leslie Jones, and Caitlyn Jen-
ner, one of the world’s most well-
known and problematic transgender 
rights advocate. Both Yiannopoulos 
and Jenner spoke at what was adver-
tised “the most fab party” at the Re-
publican National Convention.

Together, these unlikely conserva-
tive icons have voiced the main argu-
ments of the camp. First, they claim 
that Trump has a longer track record 
of vocally supporting LGBT+ rights 
than Hillary Clinton and that former 
president Clinton’s signing of the 
Defense of Marriage Act and Don’t 
Ask Don’t Tell did more harm to the 
LGBT+ community than Trump ever 
could. In a similar vein, many queer 
Trump supporters believe that their 
candidate will follow his own more 
pro-LGBT+ convictions, rather than 
fall in line with Pence’s history and 
the GOP’s official platform.

But the most prolific argument 
in the #GaysforTrump arsenal boils 
down to Islamophobia. Yiannopou-
los has consistently condemned the 
Democratic Party for its more open 
immigration and refugee policies, 
which he claims leave the American 
LGBT+ population vulnerable to ter-
rorism — or at least a more anti-gay 
voter base — from Islamic countries 
where homosexuality is punishable 
by death.

Democrats are “welcoming in a 
religion that wants us dead,” said 
Yiannopoulos to cheers at the afore-
mentioned “fab” RNC party, standing 
in front of a row of posters featuring 
white “twinks” in pro-Trump garb. 
“They were welcoming in movements 
and belief systems that are complete-
ly incompatible with the Western 
way of life, with modern, Western, 
capitalist, liberal democracies, the 
only systems under which gay people 
are happy and successful and have 
rights.” In the eyes of Yiannopoulos 
and his compatriots, Trump is the 
true champion of LGBT+ rights for 
pledging to keep Muslims out.

As disturbing as “Gays for Trump” 
appears, it may indicate a larger — 
and more positive — cultural shift for 
LGBT+ Americans. Last week, I at-
tended a lecture by Carnegie Mellon 
alum Gary Gates, one of the coun-
try’s leading statisticians focused on 
LGBT+ demographics. 

Gates is the man behind the fa-
mous statistic, pulled from an un-
precedentedly large national survey 
and used by the pro-marriage equal-
ity team in Hodgerfell v. Odges, that 
3.5 percent of the American popula-
tion identifies as lesbian, gay, or bi-
sexual. 

He’s received heavy pushback 
from LGBT+ rights advocates who 
argue that the number is an insane 
underestimation. And while I person-
ally find Kinsey’s “at least 10 percent” 
estimate way more reasonable, I also 
recognize the enormous value of 
Gates’ work. While 3.5 percent may 
be totally inaccurate, it is also the 
most tangible “count” of the LGBT+ 
community we have ever been able 
to point to as advocates. That 3.5 
percent is 9 million Americans, and 9 
million Americans cannot be ignored 
in policy decisions or anywhere else. 
It’s by no means a perfect number, 
but it is a start. I have no doubt that 
the number will continue to grow 
along with societal acceptance of sex-
ual and gender minorities, as more 
and more people realize that they are 
queer and feel comfortable enough to 
come out.

Let’s return to that cultural shift 
I mentioned. As being openly queer 
has become more normalized across 
America, the demographics of the 
LGBT+ community have diversified 
— as Gates discussed at length in his 
lecture. Racially, geographically, and 
economically, the queer population 
has started to look a whole lot like the 
general population. 

This shouldn’t surprise anyone; 
we do come from all walks of life, 
after all. A more interesting trend 
is the increasing percentage of the 
queer population that also identifies 
as Republican. Historically, queer-
ness and political conservatism have 
been more or less mutually exclusive. 
In environments of extreme anti-
gay hostility, coming out has often 
meant being ostracized by family, 
friends, and entire social networks. 

Queer people have had to form their 
own communities, and fight for their 
rights. The modern LGBT+ move-
ment is said to have begun at Stone-
wall when a drag queen threw a brick 
at a police officer; clearly, it shouldn’t 
be any wonder that LGBT+ identity 
has long been associated with the 
radical left. Being openly and proud-
ly queer has long been a political 
statement, and by no means a con-
servative one.

But as our “Gays for Trump” 
friends demonstrate, this too may 
be changing. Caitlyn Jenner unin-
tentionally alluded to the evolution: 
“It was easy to come out as trans,” 
she joked at the Republican National 
Convention. “It was harder to come 
out as Republican.” On one hand, 
Jenner’s repurposing of the “coming 
out” narrative to defend her Repub-
lican identity seems crass and cringe-
worthy to an extreme. On the other 
hand, maybe we should look forward 
to a world in which being queer is so 
normal that our chosen political iden-
tities take precedence over our un-
chosen sexual or gender identities.

You’ll never catch me arguing 
that Trump’s policies will benefit the 
LGBT+ community, but only rarely 
do people actually vote in their best 
interests. In this country, you can eas-
ily find working class white people 
who support Trump’s tax cuts for the 
rich, and STEM graduates making six 
figures who oppose the same tax cuts 
on principle.

People are irrational, so they 
often vote along their party line re-
gardless of how their party’s poli-
cies may personally benefit or hurt 
them. The LGBT+ community may 
be starting to conform to this pat-
tern. In the “Gays for Trump” camp, 
people’s deeply held political beliefs 
may — ahem — trump their interests 
as LGBT+ individuals.

Increasing societal acceptance of 
LGBT+ identity will likely mean a 
more diverse and less radical queer 
community. Though the ranks of 
“Gays for Trump” will continue to 
grow, we should consider that a wor-
thy price to pay for an America where 
being queer is about as strange as 
having red hair.

Ariel Hoffmaier (@ahoffmai) is  
Training Manager for The Tartan.

Imported standards degrade beauty

#GaysforTrump shows wider acceptance of LGBT people

Simin Li/Assistant 
Visual Editor

Memes outrun Jesus 
in Google search hits

ZEKE ROSENBERG

As the Apostles put the finishing 
touches on the writings they had 
been circulating in the first century, 
their breakout character Jesus Christ 
began to slowly rise to prominence. 
It was at that moment that the west-
ern world’s most popular meme was 
born. By the fourth century, the Ro-
man Emperor Constantine became 
a Christian and the religion started 
to become a dominant force in Euro-
pean culture. To this day, Christian-
ity remains the world’s most widely 
practiced religion.

Dictionary.com defines a meme 
as a cultural item that is transmit-
ted by repetition. The memes that 
spread on the internet today are 
usually funny images that catch on 
with an online community, but the 
idea is the same as the memes that 
existed before the internet. 

Though it seems ridiculous 
given the tradition behind Jesus 
and the fleeting popularity of in-
ternet memes, Jesus is transmit-
ted by repetition and therefore is a 
meme himself. For the first time, 
however, despite the kitschy reputa-
tion of memes and the centrality of 
Jesus to the lives of many people, 
we now have evidence that Jesus 
is not more popular than all other 
memes combined.

Since we live in the future, we 
have Google to tell us that, during 
the week between Aug. 21 and 27, 
memes surpassed Jesus in Google 
searches and has held its advantage 
long enough so it no longer looks 
like a fluke.

Google is far from a perfect mea-
sure of global popularity. Many 
countries in Eastern Europe, Central 
and East Asia, and Africa are not in-
cluded in the data at all, biasing it 
towards the predominantly white, 
western societies that also have 
more frequent access to the internet. 
Further, what we now call memes 
are an internet-based phenomenon, 
while Jesus is not. Google searches 
for memes outpace Jesus globally, 

but when the data is broken down 
by country memes win in only six 
countries worldwide (Mexico, Chile, 
Ireland, Finland, Greece, and Aus-
tralia). Even when considering all of 
this, the shift signals an important 
change in how our culture grows 
and develops.

Prior to the internet, our culture 
could only come from the people 
around us and the limited informa-
tion we had access to. Now that plat-
forms such as Twitter and Tumblr 
exist to launch the things that amuse 
us into the cultural stratosphere for 
a week, our cultural consciousness 
can incorporate the feelings and 
reactions of a much wider audience 
beyond our personal bubbles.

There are consequences to devi-
ating from the norm when our com-
munities are so local. People risk 
being ostracized from friends and 
family for everything from reject-
ing religion to rejecting local food 
and becoming a vegan. The inter-
net allows a massive, global testing 
ground for the growth and accep-
tance of our culture and normalizes 
things outside of a person’s immedi-
ate setting. This allows our culture 
to grow and diversify in ways that 
would have previously been bizarre. 
Rather than millennia old beliefs 
dominating our views our views and 
dialogue, sometimes we can now 
draw a frog on a unicycle and laugh 
about it for a few days before mov-
ing on to the next thing.

Memes surpassing Jesus in 
Google searches is more of a goofy 
news story than an actual harbinger 
of massive cultural change. Brutal 
cultural divides still exist and still 
can be painful for a lot of people. 
That said, between the endless mil-
lennial bashing of journalism’s el-
der guard and a year that has been 
a political nightmare for so many 
across the world, it’s nice to have a 
reminder every now and then that 
our world is growing now as much 
as ever. 

We’re not nearly as tethered to 
the previous ideas and lifestyles of 
social circles we find ourselves in 
and that’s a good thing.

Zeke Rosenberg (@erosenbe) is  
Layout Manager for The Tartan.

Simin Li/Assistant Visual Editor
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Diamonds provide 
more data storage 
than computers

Researchers from the 
City College of New York are 
exploiting the imperfections 
of diamonds to store data. 
They use lasers to read and 
write data on small “nitrogen 
vacancy centers,” in which 
nitrogen atoms slip into the 
carbon structure of diamonds. 
Diamond data storage is based 
on the presence or absence of 
electrons instead of 0s and 1s 
— green lasers add electrons, 
and red lasers remove elec-
trons. Because the diamond 
model is 3-D, it can store 
stacks of data in multiple lay-
ers, unlike DVDs which can 
only write data on one planar 
surface. One minuscule dia-
mond, thinner than paper and 
smaller than a grain of rice, 
can store one hundred times 
what a DVD can. Moreover, a 
diamond can presumably save 
data forever, which contrasts 
with current hard drives that 
stop working after ten years. 
The full paper is published in 
the journal Science Advances.

Source: The New York Times

Human intestines 
inspire unique 
battery design

Many researchers are 
attempting to prototype a 
lithium-sulfur battery, which 
theoretically could increase 
the energy density of the cur-
rent lithium-ion batteries in 
use by five fold. However, 
these researchers must over-
come a few key issues with 
the new battery design be-
fore commercializing. For ex-
ample, these lithium-sulfur 
batteries lose too many active 
materials, which significantly 
reduces the lifetime of the bat-
tery. A British-Chinese team 
took inspiration from a biolog-
ical structure — villi of the hu-
man intestines — to overcome 
this problem. 

They proposed that a layer 
of miniature zinc oxide wires 
in a structure similar to villi 
(“finger-like protrusions”) 
would prevent the active ma-
terials from escaping, which 
would allow them to be re-
used. The research can be 
found in Advanced Functional 
Materials.

Source: BBC News

Scientists are 
developing male 
birth control shots

A new study in the 
Endocrine Society’s Journal 
of Clinical Endocrinology & 
Metabolism shows that it is 
possible to develop a hormon-
al contraceptive for males, ex-
panding the selection of birth 
control options for men.

However, researchers still 
need to work on reducing the 
side effects of this hormonal 
contraceptive, which cur-
rently include depression and 
other mood disorders. 

The study tested the 
efficacy and safety of the 
contraceptive on 320 male 
participants ages 18 to 45. 
In 56 weeks, only four of the 
participant’s partners got 
pregnant. However, many of 
the  participants have report-
ed adverse effects, including 
muscle pain, acne, depres-
sion, and increased libido, and 
twenty participants dropped 
out due to these side effects.

Hormonal contraceptives 
for males open up a new path 
of birth control.

Source: Science Daily

A Planet Nine 
could be tilting our 
solar system

According to scientists, 
from Earth’s viewpoint, the 
sun looks like it is tilted at a 
six-degree angle, but accord-
ing to a professor at the Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology, 
the plane on which the planets 
orbit the sun is tilted, not the 
sun. 

He claims that the tilt of 
the solar system is caused by a 
“Planet Nine” that is hypothet-
ically the size of Neptune and 
155 billion miles away from 
the sun. Another scientist from 
the University of Arizona also 
hypothesized the existence of 
Planet Nine due to the orbit of 
four objects in the Kuiper Belt 
beyond Neptune. 

If her calculations are 
accurate, Planet Nine’s orbit 
around the sun takes 17,117 
years. 

The professor from the 
California Institute of Technol-
ogy believes that astronomers 
could discover Planet Nine 
through a telescope in the 
near future.

Source: The New York Times

Zika virus found 
to not only affect 
pregnant women

Research at The 
Rockefeller University and La 
Jolla Institute for Allergy and 
Immunology suggests that 
the Zika virus may not be as 
benign to adults as previously 
believed. 

The researchers performed 
experiments on mice and 
found that while Zika affects 
the entire brain of a fetus, 
two specific areas of the adult 
brain could be targeted — the 
areas that are specific to stem 
cells. This could lead to loss of 
brain cells and reduced brain 
volume, especially in adults 
with weak immune systems. 

It also affects the ability to 
generate new neurons, which 
can affect learning and mem-
ory and lead to disorders such 
as depression and Alzheim-
er’s. With this new informa-
tion, the researchers state 
that it may be wise for public 
health officials to begin moni-
toring Zika in all demograph-
ics, rather than just pregnant 
women.

Source: Science Daily

Textbook drawings 
of cell found to be 
physically incorrect

Super-resolution pictures 
of the endoplasmic reticulum 
(ER), the organelle that pro-
duces lipids, stores and releas-
es calcium, and communicates 
in and out of the cell, show 
that instead of being com-
posed of flat sheets, the ER is 
made of tightly packed tubes. 

There is a discrepancy 
between the higher and lower 
resolution pictures because 
the supposed flat sheets are 
actually just dense bunches 
of tubes moving around. Tu-
bules, according to a cell 
biologist at the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute’s 
Janelia Research Campus, are 
much more adaptable than 
sheets, and this new finding 
changes much of what used 
to be assumed from the false 
structure of flat sheets.

Source: Science News
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Google X’s Project Loon plans to reach those in rural areas

JOSHUA FREUDENHAMMER
Special to The Tartan

This week in Student 
Pugwash, Pugwash mem-
bers discussed the possibili-
ties and concerns of Project 
Loon, a revolutionary initia-
tive spearheaded by a team at 

Google X. The goal of Project 
Loon is to provide access to the 
internet for people in rural ar-
eas of the world that are tradi-
tionally difficult to connect via 
terrestrial methods.

Internet Service Providers 
(ISP’s) are usually out to 
make a profit and they usu-
ally rely on many customers 
to offset the costs of building 
infrastructure. In more rural 
areas or areas with difficult 
terrain, it is far too expensive 
to reach a very small number 

of customers. Google’s 
solution was to launch high-
altitude balloons that would 
act as floating cell towers in 
the stratosphere — almost 20 
kilometers (12.4 miles) in al-
titude. Google partners with 
local ISP’s to provide internet 
access to users via the balloon 
network.

Google Loon is 
demonstrating a remarkable 
command of our stratosphere, 
as they have been able to keep 
these high-altitude balloons in 

flight for six months — much 
longer than a traditional 
weather balloon. The balloons 
are kept high enough that they 
will not interfere with bird or 
airplane traffic, but even so, 
they must still fly over nations 
and operate in their airspace. 
As such, they must respect 
all the laws of the nation that 
they inhabit. Moreover, these 
balloons are not able to inde-
pendently steer themselves. 
The balloons keep them-
selves in favorable locations 

by changing altitude akin to 
a submarine, then they rely 
air currents for navigation. 
Unfortunately these methods 
are imprecise, and many are 
concerned that these balloons 
may not be able to avoid juris-
dictional restrictions or no-fly 
zones.

Though it may be possible 
to track the balloons in real 
time through Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS), it may 
be impossible to guarantee 
navigation. Luckily Google’s 

navigation code so far has 
been rather reliable, and the 
flight is now controlled by ma-
chine learning models to bet-
ter predict the randomness of 
the atmosphere.

Even if it may be easy for 
the balloon itself to avoid bor-
ders, borders cannot stop ra-
dio waves. The balloons build 
a peer-to-peer network with 
themselves, and they do not 
require any equipment on the 

Professor wins 2017 Benjamin Franklin Medal in chemistry
EVANGELINE LIU

Staffwriter

It has been announced that 
Carnegie Mellon’s Krzysztof 
Matyjaszewski, a J.C. Warner 
Professor of Natural Sciences 
and Director for Carnegie 
Mellon’s Center for Macro-
molecular Engineering, is one 
of two recipients of the 2017 
Benjamin Franklin Medal in 
Chemistry. His fellow recipi-
ent is Mitsuo Sawamoto, a 
professor of synthetic polymer 
chemistry from the University 
of Kyoto. 

Matyjaszewski, who was 
born in Poland and got his 
doctorate degree from the 
Polish Academy of Sciences 
in 1976 and completed a post-
doctoral fellowship at the Uni-
versity of Florida a year later, 
is internationally recognized 
for his work in polymer chem-
istry and is one of the most 
cited chemists in the world. 

His work has been cited 
over 80,000 times in various 
scientific literature. In addi-
tion to being a Franklin Medal 
awardee, he was the recipi-
ent of the 2015 Dreyfus Prize 

in the Chemical Sciences and 
of the prestigious 2011 Wolf 
Prize in Chemistry. He is a fel-
low of the National Academy 
of Inventors and the American 
Chemical Society.

Before coming to Carnegie 
Mellon, he did research at his 
alma mater, The Polish Acad-
emy of Sciences, as well as the 
University of Paris.  

According to a university 
press release, the Franklin 
Institute Awards “have rec-
ognized and encouraged pre-
eminent accomplishments in 
science and technology on 
an international level since 
the institute was founded in 
1824.”

Matyjaszewski was granted 
the award for his contribu-
tions to the development of a 
polymerization process called 
copper-mediated atom trans-
fer radical polymerization 
(ATRP), which allows an un-
precedented degree of control 
over polymer composition and 
architecture. 

In particular, ATRP allows 
for more control over the to-
pology and site-specific func-
tionality in the final compound 

and lessens the formation of 
side products in the process. 

The basic process of ATRP 
begins when the initiator (the 
alkyl-halide) meets the metal 
complex and reacts, forming a 
free radical that can then react 
with the monomer. 

The second reaction forms 
a bigger free radical that can 
then attach onto other mono-
mers. The greater level of con-
trol in the process is achieved 
by manipulating the reaction 
conditions — temperature, 
pressure, solvent, etc. — so 
that the free radical concen-
tration is kept low. 

This is necessary to achieve 
sufficient control of the po-
lymerization because a high 
concentration of free radicals 
means that they react with 
each other more often, pro-
ducing a lot of unwanted side 
products or terminating the 
reaction.

This newfound level of con-
trol in the ATRP process allows 
for novel and improved mate-
rials to be synthesized, which 
are then used in the mak-
ing of composites, coatings, 
dispersants, and biomedical 

polymers, according to the 
university press release. In 
addition, ATRP is tolerant of 
different functional groups in 
the molecules involved in the 
polymerization — such as al-
lyl groups, hydroxy groups, or 
amino groups — allowing for 
more flexibility in creating di-
verse materials. 

ATRP is also easier to 
implement commercially 
because it is easier to set up 
and prepare and involves less 
expensive catalysts. These 
advantages mean that ATRP 
has revolutionized the field of 
polymer synthesis. 

The list of past laureates of 
the Franklin Institute Awards 
includes esteemed names such 
as Stephen Hawking and Ma-
rie Curie. 

Several past laureates also 
have ties to Carnegie Mellon, 
including President Subra 
Suresh and Mellon Institute 
polymer researcher Paul Flory. 
Next May, when Matyjasze-
wski officially receives the 
award during a ceremony at 
the Franklin Institute in Phila-
delphia, he will join this list of 
distinguished scientists.

Reused sensor enables smartwatch to detect acoustic signals
JOSH ANDAH
Staffwriter

A smart watch’s 
accelerometer records changes 
in movement up to 400 times a 
second. This rapid and subtle 
process enables the watch to 
detect steps, elevation, and 
velocity. At Carnegie Mellon, 
researchers have discovered 
a more intriguing use of this. 
When the accelerometer’s pro-
cessing speed is increased to 
a thousand cycles per second, 
it unearths much more useful 
information about motion and 
vibrations.

The Future Interfaces 
Group (FIG) of the Human-
Computer Interactions 

Institute (HCII) debuted 
ViBrand, a smart watch that 
detects bio-acoustic vibration-
al signals in the hand. ViBrand 
can tell a power tool from a 
ringing phone, a tap from a 
scratch, and a snap from a rub.

Certain vibrating objects 
and interactions between sur-
faces have unique signatures 
that the accelerometer can 
distinguish, allowing the tech-
nology to detect exactly what 
the watch-wearer’s hand is 
holding or touching.

The technology was 
developed by Ph.D. students 
Gierad Laput and Robert Xiao, 
with guidance from their 
advisor Chris Harrison, an 
assistant professor in HCII. 

“It’s as if you’re using your 
hand as a detection device,” 
commented Laput on ViBrand 
in a University News article. 
Harrison reiterated this, say-
ing “ViBrand isn’t just a way 
to control your smartwatch; 
it enables you to augment 
your arm.”

Befittingly, the update the 
students implemented in the 
smartwatch’s accelerometer 
requires no additional hard-
ware. Changes were made 
to only the program for the 
watch’s operating system. 
This potentially means Vi-
Brand-like technology could 
be issued over the air to thou-
sands of smartwatches at no 
additional production cost to 

manufacturers and users.
To add to this, the 

technology has shown versatil-
ity in its applications. It can be 
used to tune a guitar, display-
ing the current key. Moreover, 
commands sent using gestures 
such as taps, claps, and snaps 
could allow users to control 
devices connected to the in-
ternet of things such as lights, 
fridges, locks, central heating 
systems, and other parts of a 
smart home. ViBrand could 
prove essential for the visu-
ally impaired. Today, user in-
terfaces focus largely on sight, 
and ViBrand could amelio-
rate this by rendering com-
mands much simpler to ex-
ecute; it seems more efficient 

than alternatives — like voice 
command — that are available 
at the moment.

An especially futuristic 
implementation of this tech-
nology is for what the FIG 
team calls vibro-tags: mes-
sages left in the language of 
vibrations. For example, vibro-
tags on an office door could be 
picked up by a smartwatch 
and displayed on its screen, 
showing the wearer informa-
tion such as office hours or a 
person’s location.

FIG has a whole suit of 
amazing software and hard-
ware that seems out of the 
future. Humans have inter-
acted with computers in much 
the same way for decades. 

Recently, the ubiquitous 
implementation of touch 
screens and personal assis-
tants such as Siri and Cortana 
has been a welcome change 
(although the voice assis-
tants can be infamously un-
satisfactory or cumbersome 
to use at times).Nonetheless, 
continual innovation in com-
puter ergonomics is a path to 
a more natural relationship 
with technology. A future 
where a person can place a 
call by tapping his ear or com-
plete a wireless transaction by 
rubbing her fingers together 
sounds extremely exciting and 
promising. Luckily, this future, 
once only imaginable, is just 
around the corner.

See LOON, A8

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Kryzysztof Matyjaszewski has won the prestigious Benjamin Franklin 
Medal in chemistry for his work in atom transfer radical polymerization.
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Google X’s Project Loon plans to increase internet accessibility

ground to relay information. 
Some countries subject their 
citizens to strict censorship 
by exerting control over the 
internet, so they fear that 
Google may not cooperate 
with demands to restrict 

communication and speech.
This discussion brought up 

several questions. Should a 
country even have the right to 
block access to information in 
the first place? Besides, should 
a company that is based in 
the United States of America 
be required to do so? In some 

parts of the world, access to 
the internet is considered a 
utility or even a human right. 
As we move into a connected 
future, how could we allow 
some people to be discon-
nected from that right by a 
terrestrial government?

Yet another concern 

about the Loon technology 
is that these balloons could 
be utilized as a tool of espio-
nage. Google is already well-
acquainted with cataloging 
satellite and aerial imagery, 
so some believe that it would 
be easy for them to do so. 
In reality, Google is likely 

not interested in espionage, 
primarily because the bal-
loons cannot afford to sacrifice 
any spare mass just to be able 
to put heavy espionage equip-
ment onboard. Furthermore, 
if anyone were to discover that 
Google was involved in espio-
nage, it would severely harm 

their credibility as a business.
Even though the primary 

balloon could provide in-
ternet, it would be feasible 
that Google may create an-
other class of balloons for 
other purposes. 

Moreover, a member of the 
discussion reminded everyone 
about a government agency 
attempting to camouflage a 
vehicle as a Google StreetView 
car. It would be within the 
realm of possibility that a na-
tion may attempt to disguise a 
surveillance balloon as one of 
Google’s Loon balloons. In the 
meantime, provided that no-
body attempts to use these bal-
loons for espionage, Google 
is proficient at scraping data 
and using it for their own pur-
poses, so there are certainly 
concerns there.

In the end, Google X’s 
Project Loon is an amazing op-
portunity to give everyone a 
chance to educate themselves 
and communicate on the In-
ternet, but we must be care-
ful and watch out for the evils 
that could be introduced by 
such a nebulous goal. 

Ideally, Google’s success 
will encourage other new 
technologies and also perhaps 
other innovations. In the past, 
we have experimented with 
Geiger counters and other 
equipment attached to weath-
er balloons, and Google’s 
regular atmospheric presence 
has allowed them to provide 
data to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Agency. As 
is often the case in the Student 
Pugwash, we have found many 
applications of the amazing 
technology to be wary of, and 
many uses to be cheering for.

Student Pugwash is a non-
advocacy, educational orga-
nization that discusses the 
implications of science. This 
article is a summary of last 
week’s discussion on Google 
X’s Project Loon.

LOON, from A9

Paola Mathus/Staff Artist
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HOW THINGS WORK

Time crystals, once thought impossible, now reality
JULIA EVE NAPOLITANO

SciTech Editor

Theoretical physics is a 
field that can boggle the mind, 
producing theories at the 
quantum level that can help 
us fundamentally understand 
our own strange world. And, 
recently, the world got a little 
stranger as researchers ex-
plored the dimension of time 
and matter.

Crystals, for example, ex-
ist in space. So do the laws of 
physics. However, while the 
laws of physics are spatially 
symmetrical (that is, they ex-
ist in all directions of space), 
crystals form repeating pat-
terns only in some directions 
of space. This common phe-
nomenon is known as trans-
lational symmetry breaking, 
which allows crystals to form 
in their lowest energy state, 
known as the ground state.

There are two types of 
translational symmetry break-
ing in theoretical physics – ex-
plicit and spontaneous. Explic-
it symmetry breaking involves 
the variables in the equations 
of motion themselves not re-
specting symmetry. 

With spontaneous sym-
metry breaking, on the other 
hand, the variables in the 
equations of motion have sym-
metry but the system chooses 
not to follow it. Spontaneous 
symmetry breaking is what 
plays a hand in the formation 
of crystal patterns.

The laws of physics also 
extend beyond our own three 
dimensions into many oth-
ers, including time. Does this 
mean that, in addition to crys-
tals that repeat in space, there 
can be crystals that repeat 
in time, thus breaking time-
translational symmetry?

Frank Wilczek, theoretical 
physicist, 2004 physics No-
bel laureate, and professor at 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, first proposed 

the structure of time crystals 
in 2012.

Along with other theoreti-
cal physicists at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, 
Wilczek predicted a crystal 
in the dimension of time that 
could move back and forth 
periodically between states in 
its ground state without any 
additional energy – such a 
system could act as an eternal 
timekeeper.

However, in this ground 
state, also known as zero-
point energy, there should be 
no movement. 

So, according to thermal 
equilibrium, time crystals 

should 
be im-
possible.

in Aug. 
2016, ex-
per iment al 
p h y s i c i s t s 
from Univer-
sity of California, 
Santa Barbara and 
Microsoft’s Station 
Q research lab pub-
lished a paper titled 
“Floquet Time Crystals” 
in American Physical 
Society’s Physical Review 
Letters with a plan for creat-
ing time crystals. Floquet sys-
tems are special non-equilibri-
um systems that can exhibit 
correlations in time when sub-
jected to a periodic drive, 
such as a laser. In this case, in 
keeping with the conservation 
of energy, the system would 
neither consume nor produce 
any energy.

“If a symmetry is broken 
explicitly, then the laws of 
nature do not have the sym-
metry any more; spontaneous 
symmetry breaking means 
that the laws of nature have a 
symmetry, but nature chooses 
a state that doesn’t,” Dominic 
Else, a physicist at University 
of California, Santa Barbara 

and co-author of the paper, 
told Phys.org.

Therefore, to 
break the 

time-translational symmetry, 
crystals would have to do it 
spontaneously. And recently, 
scientists at the University of 
Maryland have created a sys-
tem that does just that.

In Sept. 2016, the research-
ers published a paper titled 

“Observa-
tion of a 

Discrete Time Crystal” in 
arXiv.org in which they discuss 
the results of the first experi-
mental observations of time 
crystals.

In order to entice spon-
taneous symmetry break-
ing, the researchers focused 
on a ring-shaped quantum 
system that wasn’t in equi-
librium – a chain o f 
ytterbium ions that in-
teract with each oth-
er and behave like 
particles with 
an up and 

d o w n 
spin.

Using a laser, they flipped 
the spin of the ions to put 
them in a perpetual back-
and-forth oscillation, letting 
the flipped ions interact with 
each other before flipping 
them again at regular time 
intervals. They measured the 
time it took for the ions to flip 
halfway (from up to down) 
and the time it took for the 
ions to flip all the way back to 
their original positions. 

As expected, they found 
that it took the ions twice as 
long to flip the whole way 
around as opposed to half 
way, since two halves equal a 
whole.

Remarkably, after letting 
the system evolve with no ad-
ditional laser, the researchers 
found that the interactions be-
tween ions occurred at twice 
the original rate of interac-
tion. Since the laser wasn’t 
adding any additional energy 
to the system, but the system 
continued to have movement 
in the ground state, the time-
translational symmetry must 
have been spontaneously 
broken, thus proving the exis-
tence of time crystals.

According to their abstract, 
“Such a time crystal opens the 
door for studying systems with 
long-range spatial-temporal 
correlations and novel phases 
of matter that emerge under 
intrinsically non-equilibrium 
conditions.”

Time crystals could also 
play an important role in 
quantum computing, spe-
cifically improving quantum 
memory. Since this is such a 
new discovery, there will un-
doubtedly be scientists who 
will repeat the University of 
Maryland’s experiment to con-
firm the results.

Regardless, time crystals 
are an intriguing concept that 
explore multiple dimensions 
and open the door for many 
other possibilities in theoreti-
cal physics.

Gowri Sunder/Staff Artist
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Show tomorrow who’s boss.

Did you know that analytics skills are in high demand? That’s 1.5 million data science jobs available by 2018. 

So why not learn SAS Analytics – the No. 1 job skill for kicking off your career with a higher starting salary – for free? 

1. Download SAS® University Edition for free.

2. Access free resources and an online community of experts.

3. Land the job of your dreams.

4. Go from your parents’ basement to a sweet place of your own.

SAS and all other SAS Institute Inc. product or service names are registered trademarks or trademarks of SAS Institute Inc. in the USA and other countries. ® indicates USA registration. 
Other brand and product names are trademarks of their respective companies. © 2016 SAS Institute Inc. All rights reserved. G32771US.0816

Learn SAS® Analytics – MONEY’s No. 1 job skill – for free. 

sas.com/freeanalytics

Write For Sports!
Interviews,

Sporting Events,
Writing Experience!

sports@thetartan.org

Men’s
Univ. W L
Chicago 15 0
CMU 11 2
Brandeis 9 4
Emory 9 4
NYU 8 6
Rochester 8 3
Wash. U. 9 4
CWRU 5 7

Women’s
Univ. W L
Wash. U. 13 2
Chicago 15 2
CMU 10 5
Emory 9 5
Brandeis 13 3
Rochester 5 7
NYU 10 3
CWRU 6 7

UAA Soccer Standings

Men’s Soccer
vs. Case Western
at Carnegie Mellon
Nov. 5, 3:30 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
vs. Case Western 
at Carnegie Mellon
Nov. 5, 1 p.m.

Swim and Dive
vs. Clarion University
at Carnegie Mellon
Nov. 5, 11 a.m.

Football
vs. University of Chicago
at University of Chicago
Nov. 5, 1 p.m.

Volleyball
vs. Rochester (N.Y.)
at Wash. U. in St. Louis
Nov. 4, 2 p.m.

Men’s Cross Country
NCAA Regionals
at DeSales University
Nov. 12, 12 p.m.

Upcoming Events
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Tartans win, Coach Lackner earns 200th career victory
IAN TANAYA

Assistant Sports Editor

The Carnegie Mellon 
football team took on Thiel 
College on Saturday, Oct. 22. 
The Tartans beat the Tomcats 
49–33, taking their overall re-
cord to 4–3 and the Presidents’ 
Athletic Conference (PAC) re-
cord to 4–2. Head Coach Rich 
Lackner earned his 200th ca-
reer win coaching in collegiate 
football, all of them earned 
with the Tartans.

The first drive saw the Tar-
tans force a three and out. 
Sophomore quarterback Alex 
Cline connected with junior 
wide receiver John Prather 
due to play action, and the 
Tartans were able to drive the 
ball deep to the Tomcat red 
zone. On third and six at the 
goal line, Cline scrambled out 
of bounds with nowhere to 
go, but a late hit on him gave 
the Tartans another shot, al-
lowing junior running back 
Sam Benger to get into the 
end zone to put the Tartans up 
7–0. The next drive saw Thiel 
break out a 30-yard run before 
their quarterback scrambled 
for a 45-yard touchdown, ty-
ing the game 7–7.

The Tartan offense went 
back to work on a methodical 
drive, with Benger and sopho-
more running back Rory Hub-
bard picking up good yard-
age. A completion to Hubbard 
brought the Tartans into the 
red zone, and a pass to senior 
wide receiver Garrett Strobel 
got it to the goal line. Benger 
inched the Tartans close to the 
end zone before the offensive 
line made a huge hole for him 
to rush through, and the Tar-
tans recaptured the lead.

The next drive saw the Tar-
tans almost force a three and 
out before Thiel managed to 

get a deep pass. The Tomcat 
quarterback brought Thiel 
close to the Tartan red zone. 
The defense stopped Thiel on 
third down, but a fourth down 
pass brought the Tomcats to 
the goal line. A few plays later, 
the Tomcats ran it in to bring 
the score to 14–14.

First-year running back 
William Richter took the en-
suing kickoff to the Tartan 
45-yard line. Cline tried to get 
the ball deep to senior wide 
receiver Matt Forjan, but they 
were unable to connect. On 
the next play, Forjan got the 
next pass to the Thiel 35-yard 
line. Benger brought the ball 
close to the Tomcat red zone, 
but the Tartans were unable to 
advance any further, with se-
nior kicker Gabe Renna miss-
ing the field goal. The Tartan 
defense was able to force a 
three and out, and the Tartan 
offense brought the ball close 
to midfield as the first quarter 
came to a close.

The Tartans in the start of 
the second quarter marched 
slowly through Tomcat terri-
tory before Forjan caught a 
deep touchdown pass, putting 
the Tartans up 21–14. On the 
next drive, the Tomcats kept it 
on the ground, but the Tartans 
were able to stop them on their 
second set of downs. Hubbard 
took the first run on the next 
drive into Tomcat territory. A 
few plays later, Hubbard made 
a 39–yard touchdown run, 
putting the Tartans up 28–14.

A deep pass for the Tom-
cats almost put them into Tar-
tan territory, but the Tartans 
made a big hit that forced an 
incompletion and a fourth 
down. The next Tartan drive 
stalled at Thiel territory, but 
junior punter and kicker Tyler 
Kohman pinned the Tomcats 
within their 10-yard line. The 

Tartan defense put plenty of 
pressure and forced a three 
and out, but the offense did 
nothing on their next posses-
sion. The punt was partially 
blocked, putting the Tomcats 
in good field position. After 
some plays, the Tomcats broke 
off a 17-yard touchdown run 
that cut the Tartan lead to 
28–21. Richter took the ensu-
ing kickoff to Thiel’s 43-yard 
line, and Cline got a pass off 
to Forjan before Thiel stripped 
the ball away to end the half.

Thiel tried an onside kick 
to start the third quarter, but 
the ball went out of bounds. 
Cline completed another pass 
to Forjan, and after a 15-yard 
pass to Prather, Benger was 
able to run it in to put the Tar-
tans up 35–21. The next drive 
saw the Tomcats make a deep 
pass to get past midfield. After 
the referees called a fumble by 
the quarterback as an incom-
plete pass, the Tomcats made 
another completion near the 
Tartan red zone. After a near 
interception on third down, 
the Tartans forced Thiel into 
an overthrow that turned the 
ball over on downs.

On the next drive, Cline 
took a huge hit, and the Tar-
tans went nowhere. Though 
Thiel had good field position-
ing, they once again failed on 
fourth down.

Cline completed a pass to 
Strobel, and Benger brought 
the Tartans into Thiel territo-
ry. Forjan caught a pass in the 
red zone as Benger brought 
the ball toward the goal line. A 
few plays later, Benger fought 
his way into the end zone for 
his fourth touchdown of the 
day and put the Tartans up 
42–21. The Tomcats proceed-
ed to go down the field to end 
the third quarter.

A few plays into the fourth 

quarter, Thiel scored a touch-
down, but the extra point was 
blocked by senior safety Mal-
colm Guya. The next drive 
for the Tartans saw Cline 
scramble for a first down to 
get across midfield, and after a 
few passes and runs got them 
close, Cline took the ball in 
himself and put the Tartans up 
49–27.

Thiel then drove the ball 
down the field for a score of 
their own, but they failed the 
two point conversion and left 
it 49–33. The Tomcats at-
tempted another onside kick, 
but Prather was able to recov-
er it for the Tartans. Hubbard 
and Richter helped take time 
off the clock before the Tartans 
turned the ball over on downs. 
On Thiel’s next possession, the 

Tomcats made a deep comple-
tion to the Tartan 30-yard line, 
but two overthrows on third 
and fourth down sealed the 
Tomcats’ fate.

The victory was complete 
domination on both sides of 
the football. Aside from the 
two big plays on the Tomcats’ 
first drive, the Tartan defense 
quickly saw that Thiel had 
a strong preference for run-
ning the football, and worked 
quickly to stop its effectiveness 
and force them into passing 
situations. Though the Tom-
cats seemed to have a plan for 
stopping Benger that worked 
early on, the effectiveness of 
Cline and Forjan in play action 
and Hubbard as a change of 
pace running back kept Thiel’s 
defense off balance.

Lackner became the 79th 
football coach in NCAA his-
tory to amass 200 wins. Coach 
Lackner is one of 13 active 
head coaches among all divi-
sions with 200 career victo-
ries, and he is in fourth place 
among active Division III head 
coaches in total career wins. 
Lackner is only the 34th coach 
ever to win all 200 games at 
the same institution, and just 
the 11th to do so at the Divi-
sion III level. There is no doubt 
that the players performed 
admirably for their coach and 
will continue to do so going 
forward.

The Tartans will next travel 
to the University of Chicago 
on Saturday, Nov. 5 to face off 
against their University Ath-
letic Association (UAA) rivals.

Volleyball crushes at home 
before UAA championships

Men’s soccer defeats rival 
university with easy shutout

MARIKA YANG
Junior Staffwriter

Last weekend, the 
Carnegie Mellon women’s 
volleyball team entered the 
Carnegie Mellon Mini Invi-
tational with a 19–5 record. 
After defeating Messiah Col-
lege the day before in three 
sets to one, the team faced off 
against Elizabethtown Col-
lege’s Blue Jays in their first 
match of the day.

The Tartans began the 
match strong, winning the 
first point and controlling the 
flow of the game from the start 
of the set to the end. However, 
the Blue Jays refused to allow 
the Tartans to run away with 
the set, fighting back with 
firm defense and strong digs. 
Carnegie Mellon continued 
with their great all-around 
play, dominating the set and 
amassing a 10-point lead. The 
Tartans built on their lead and 
went on to win the set 25–11.

Coming out of the break, 
the Tartans didn’t lose any 
steam and quickly gained a 
9-point lead on Elizabeth-
town with powerful serving 
and offense. The Blue Jays’ 
play improved from the first 
set. Though they lost some 

momentum with two service 
errors, they immediately re-
grouped to cut the Tartans’ 
lead to four points with strong 
turnaround in serving. Carne-
gie Mellon resisted the come-
back, however, preventing 
Elizabethtown from taking 
the lead at any time during 
the set. The Tartans won the 
set, 25–17, improving the se-
ries record to 2–0.

The first point of the third 
set went to Elizabethtown, 
their first lead in the match. 
Again, their play improved 
from the previous set and the 
Blue Jays maintained their 
lead, showing their diligence 
and clutch play when it mat-
tered most. The Tartans re-
turned to their dominant and 
aggressive style, taking the 
lead following senior libero 
and defensive specialist Molly 
Higgins’ strong serving and 
taking advantage of the op-
posing team’s multiple ser-
vice errors. During the middle 
of the set, the teams traded 
points, serving back and forth. 
Carnegie Mellon rallied, surg-
ing to match point, but the 
Blue Jays refused the Tartans 
the victory, forcing a second 
match point. The Tartans won 
the next volley, finishing the 

third set 25–21 and winning 
the match in straight sets.

The Tartans hit .318 as 
a team with senior middle 
blocker Jackie Gibbons lead-
ing the squad with a .611 hit-
ting percentage. Gibbons put 
down 11 kills with no errors. 
Sophomore outside hitter 
Lauren Mueller had seven kills 
while senior middle blocker 
and outside hitter Casey Sa-
landra had four. Senior setter 
Emily Newton picked up 28 
assists with first-year setter 
Maia So-Holloway collecting 
four assists. Higgins led the 
team with 13 digs. Gibbons 
and senior right side hitter 
Kristen Flint had three and 
two block assists, respectively.

The Tartans went on to win 
the third and final match of 
the invitational against Roch-
ester in straight sets, complet-
ing the invitational with a 3–0 
record and improving their 
overall record to 22–5. With 
their strong offense, defense, 
and cohesive teamwork, the 
team looks ahead to Nov. 4, 
when they will play for the 
University Athletic Associa-
tion (UAA) Championship in 
St. Louis, Missouri against the 
University of Rochester and 
make a run for the title.

ALEX WOOD
Sports Editor

The Carnegie Mellon 
men’s soccer team took the 
field on Friday to defend their 
home turf against the Bears of 
Washington University in St. 
Louis. The Tartans dominated 
their University Athletic As-
sociation (UAA) rival with a 
score of 3–0 in a one-sided 
beat down.

The Tartans were a little 
slow to start, but eventually 
got on the scoreboard for the 
first time in the 21st minute 
because of a penalty kick. 
Sophomore Zack Masciopinto 
took the penalty kick after his 
progress toward a forward 
pass was stopped by a de-
fender, but the penalty kick 
was saved by the Bears goalie, 
only to be given right back 
to the Tartans. Sophomore 
Greg Bellwoar gathered the 

rebounded kick and sent the 
ball straight to the back of the 
net, earning the Tartans their 
first score of the game.

The second score of the 
game came in the 37th min-
ute, this time from the foot 
of Masciopinto. Sophomore 
Jamie Wheaton intercepted 
a pass and made a break for 
the net with Masciopinto next 
to him, and once they ap-
proached the goal Wheaton 
tapped it across the face of the 
goalkeeper for an easy shot by 
Masciopinto, his 10th goal of 
the season.

The final goal came in the 
beginning of the second half, 
and once again it was Mas-
ciopinto who was credited 
with the score. Sophomore 
Anthony Gulli worked his 
way around a defender deep 
in Bear territory and touched 
a high pass over the head of 
a defenseman. Masciopinto 

then jumped high into the 
air to intercept the pass and 
connected with his head to 
send the ball into the net, his 
11th of the season and the fi-
nal score of the game for the 
Tartans.

While the offensive attack 
from the Tartans was relent-
less, the defense was also 
stout and held the Bears to 
zero points. First-year Jack 
Sampiere is credited with 
the win in goal for Carnegie 
Mellon, along with his sev-
enth victory and fourth shut-
out of the season. 

The next competition for 
the Tartans is the final game 
of the season, at home once 
again to face off against Case 
Western Reserve University 
in a heated UAA contest. The 
Tartans were defeated when 
these teams last met. The 
game is scheduled for Satur-
day, November 5 at 3:30 p.m. 

Courtesy of CMU Athletics

Head football coach Rich Lackner was all smiles after earning his 200th career win, each one at Carnegie Mellon.

Courtesy of CMU Athletics

First-year Sahara Aqui jumps into the air and reaches for the ball to spike it past the defender for her team.

Courtesy of CMU Athletics

Sophomore midfielder Phillip Petrakian focuses his attention downfield as he looks to pass to a teammate.
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Sarah Gutekunst | Publisheradvice for awkward people
about trying to find fluffy love
Dear Sarah,

You know that saying, “Carnegie Mellon 
is Pittsburgh’s last steel factory?” It’s a 
problematic concept, but not wrong. Carnegie 
Mellon isn’t what I could call a cuddly place.

You’ve got all the warm comfort of one of the 
largest continuously poured concrete structures 
in the world, the chill in your nose that tells you 
it’s almost winter, and the gentle understanding 
of the faculty who just want the best for you 
— all with the stabbing pain of stress-induced 
heartburn.

It’s no wonder we’ve got issues.

On the nights when things can’t seem to get 
much worse, you know what I want more than 
anything in the world? My dog. There is no 
comfort in the world like falling asleep next to 
the little pup who keeps me warm and looks at 
me like I’ve done something to do deserve her.

Nothing at school can make me as happy as 
my baby does. Why don’t they let us bring our 
doggies and kitties to school with us? I think it 
would do wonders for schoolwide morale, and 
we would all benefit from loving cuddles from 

the ones we love most in the world.

Cold and sad,
Less Okay Now Empty Without Our Little Fluffy

Dear LONE WOLF,

Carnegie Mellon is as warm as it’s going to be 
for quite a few months. Winter is coming, my 
comrade. And a direwolf by your side would 
certainly help.

But think about how many hours a day you 
actually spend in your room. How much grass 
do you have access to? Do you have enough 
money to buy food and pay vet bills if anything 
happens? Let’s face it, college students can 
barely take care of themselves, let alone a 
beautiful wonderful animal that deserves an 
owner who can take him on walks and play 
with him and afford to feed him! As nice as it 
would be to have a puppy, the puppy probably 
wouldn’t feel the same way.

However, there are alternatives!

Luckily we live in a city with a jillion pups. Just 
walk down the street, through campus, or by 

the philosophy department’s office and you’ll 
find the delight you seek. Don’t feel ashamed 
to ask their owners for a little pat — what do 
you have to lose? Also the Mindfulness Room 
in West Wing holds an event called Paws to 
Relax every Wednesday. All you have to do is 
show up and present yourself to the pups for 
their loving cuddlesThere’s also the option of a 
lower-maintenance pet. I am personally partial 
to small rodents like mice, gerbils, hamsters, 
and guinea pigs. My two hamsters, Doodle and 
Honey, are the greatest joys in my life. 

They aren’t exactly cuddly, but their tiny 
innocence, tiny feet, and tiny eyes are enough 
to bring me to my knees in tears. But if you’re 
crazy and rodents aren’t your thing, you could 
also go for a lizard, fish, or turtle. With these 
delightfully miniature companions, the majority 
of the cost is upfront for the habitat, then it’s 
just food and bedding from there.

If all else fails, ask your best friend for some 
cuddles. Sometimes it’s just nice to have a 
warm squishy body to rest your head on, and 
who better than a BFF?

Woof woof,
Sarah

Jiayi Zhao | Junior Staffwriterthe warhol museum
attempting to understand Andy Warhol

I was shaking under the drizzling rain. The sky 
was grey and we had no idea which direction 
we were going in. Out of all the days in the 
week, we chose today to go to the Andy 
Warhol museum. Amazing.

“So how’s the museum?”
“It’s all the work from this artist Andy Warhol. 
I heard it’s good.”
“So who’s Andy Warhol?”
“He’s just some pop artist who happened to 
graduate from CMU.”

It was probably the rain or maybe the video 
of a woman dipping her head into the toilet 
that made my art experience less enjoyable. 
I came out the door facing the even heavier 
rain before coming in, and having even less 
enthusiasm.

A gigantic printed out photo of Andy Warhol 
was placed right in front of the front door. In 
the photo, he is holding a silkscreen overlay 
of Marilyn Monroe that is half of his body 

size. The photo is black and white. Marilyn 
Monroe has that classic flirtatious smile. Andy 
Warhol has his face behind the overlay with no 
expression. His glasses have such dark shades 
that one can barely see his eyes.

One of the pieces in the exhibition was 
supposed to be a representation of Hong 
Kong, China. The painting was drawn on 
manila paper with ballpoint pen. As somebody 
who has little knowledge of art, I considered 
the casual lines as a form of art. However, it 
was the Japanese characters that confused 
me. I stared at the drawing, frustrated by the 
language.

After floors of Andy’s casual college paintings, 
the only fun part of the entire museum is the 
silver clouds. We were jumping up and down 
hitting the “clouds,” which were actually 
rectangle-shaped silver balloons filled by 
helium. The room was interactive compared to 
his other more uninviting works. “What is the 
purpose though?” 

“It was just his trial for new media arts.”

Warhol’s other attempts at trans-media arts 
included films and tv shows. His art aside, 
one can’t help but shake the feeling that his tv 
show, Andy Warhol’s Fifteen Minutes, existed 
to bring him closer to celebrities and gain 
more fame. His films would be boring and 
purposeless to a viewer who is not interested in 
art. The technique he adopted in the film could 
be groundbreaking, and the topics could be 
extraordinary, but for a girl in the 21st century, 
the videos are outdated and pointless.
The silkscreen paintings of Marilyn Monroe 
were creative with the colors being well used 
and the Campbell’s Soup Cans also pushed the 
movement of pop art in the 60s. He designed 
good patterns and used the media well to 
create art that effectively captured the focus of 
the general public. But, in my opinion, all the 
pieces lack meaning and purpose.

But even though I don’t understand them, I’d 
still love to wear his art t-shirts.
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The Addams Family
Full disclosure — this show is great

Izzy Sio | Staffwriter

This Halloweekend, Scotch’n’Soda put on the perfect 
production to match the spooky vibe of Halloween 
with their portrayal of the stories of the weird, 
wonderful, and eccentric Addams family. Familial 
bonds, secrecy, and the weird allure of darkness 
came alive during Scotch’n’Soda’s production of 
The Addams Family, held on Friday, Oct. 28 and 
Saturday, Oct. 29 in McConomy Auditorium.

In this tale from the Addams’ codex of wonderful 
tragedies, the Addams — delightful father Gomez, 
matriarch Morticia, youngest son and masochist 
Pugsley, charming uncle Fester, who also serves 
as a guide to the story, Grandma Addams, and 
their “zombie for a butler” Lurch — must deal with 
their eldest daughter Wednesday’s coming-of-age 
when she brings home her “normal” boyfriend, 
Lucas Beineke, and his “normal” Ohioan family. 
Aided by the Addams ancestors, the Addams and 
the Beinekes struggle and power through their 
own family and identity crises, and show that, 
according to director, sophomore vocal performance 
major Sydney Roslin and assistant director, senior 
professional writing major Mackenzie Nicholson, 
“even the craziest families can emerge from these 
low points with stronger love and understanding for 
each other.”

Scotch’n’Soda performed the U.S. Tour version 
of the 2010 musical, which features more songs 
and a slightly different structure from the original 

Broadway version. While it was different from 
what I expected — I had watched and loved the 
Broadway show when I was 13 — Scotch’n’Soda’s 
production was endearing, darkly charming, and 
featured everything that made the show an Addams 
family production: witty and dark humor, a spooky 
aesthetic, and a magnetic family bond that charmed 
the entire audience.

What the small cast lacked for in size, they made 
up with in humongous talent. In particular, senior 
Science and Humanities Scholar Reagan Henke 
commanded the stage as Morticia whenever she 
sang, exerting her presence within the cast on stage 
as the matriarch of the Addams clan. Senior music 
major Angelo Ragghianti stood out as the comedic 
and eccentric Gomez Addams, offering witty jokes 
and sage advice that not only Wednesday, but 
also the audience could relate to and connect with 
through his heartfelt portrayal. First-year humanities 
student Abigale Pfingsten’s portrayal of Wednesday 
Addams was incredibly poignant and relatable to 
anyone who has ever felt pulled in two different 
directions, and was the driving emotional force and 
heart of the entire production.

First-year humanities student Natalie Schmidt and 
junior art major Melanie Anderson were equally 
charming and hilarious as Pugsley and Grandma 
Addams respectively, and senior humanities and arts 
student Dante Horvath’s portrayal of Fester Addams 

served as a guide to not only the Addams Ancestors 
but also to the audience. Horvath truly emphasized 
Fester’s kookiness and his dedication to bringing 
the family together and resolving their situations at 
hand. 

All eight ancestors also brought a grim yet 
lighthearted fun and extraordinary talent to the 
show, with each having their own distinct looks, 
personalities, and time periods ranging from an 
English colonial aristocrat, a 1920s flapper girl, a 
sharpshooting cowboy, a mourning bride, and even 
a caveman complete with his own huge club. Even 
the Beinekes embraced their own normal weirdness, 
adapting to the oddly charming vibe of the Addams 
family and the audience.

The show truly emphasized everything it means to 
be an Addams, with some even calling it the best 
production Scotch’n’Soda has ever produced. It was 
never afraid to move towards the Addams family’s 
eccentric darkness and was truly a marvelous effort 
from not only the cast, but also everyone involved 
in the production. It has been said that for every 
great cast there is an even greater production team 
behind them (or something along those lines), and 
The Addams Family is a show that speaks tons of 
darkly colored volumes about Scotch’n’Soda’s 
dedication, talent, charm, and the close-knit bonds 
and kinship in the group.

Courtesy of Tina Vaz
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Hill-O-Ween
The Scaredy-Cat’s Guide to Hill-O-Ween

Michelle Madlansacay | Junior Staffwriter

It’s that time of the year again: time for wearing 
scary outrageous costumes, carving pumpkins, and 
stuffing your face with candy after going trick-or-
treating. Halloween’s a favorite for many, especially 
for those on The Hill on the east end of campus. 
Every year, all the houses on The Hill go all out for 
Hill-o-ween, which is basically a giant Halloween-
themed block party. Boss and McGill (BaM) throw 
a dance party, Welch and Henderson (WeHe) host 
pumpkin carving, and Hamerschlag and Scobell 
(HamSco) transform Hamerschlag into a haunted 
house renamed Schlagmere. I got to check out Hill-
o-ween this year and surprisingly I didn’t freak out 
as much as I did at Kennywood. People who get 
easily scared like me would definitely have a good 
time at this event. So that’s why I wrote a quick 
guide to making the most out of your Hill-o-ween 
experience.

Treat (but don’t trick) Yourself First
If you’re hungry and want to get a little something 
to eat before seeing all the other festivities, head 
over to BaM or WeHe. Along with their dance 
party, Boss and McGill gave out candy and cookies 
while Henderson and Welch served apple cider and 
cobbler to visitors. It was all pretty good!

After eating, go straight to Schlagmere
Lines can get pretty long for the haunted house, so 
get there as soon as you can. People look forward 
to this haunted house in particular because the 
residents and RAs of HamSco actually redecorate 
the building, making Hamerschlag for the most part, 
unrecognizable. And just so you know, they divide 
you into groups of eight for each tour so take into 
account where you’re standing in line; the last thing 
you want is to be separated from all your friends 
before entering a haunted house.

Bring a bunch of friends with you to Schlagmere
If you’re a real scaredy-cat, then just be sure to 
have some friends who can protect you from any 
jump scares, especially by students dressed up 
in some insane costumes (full black body suits, 
demonic Teletubby, etc.). And beware any random 
screams you might hear, and/or students in costumes 
who will follow you during the tour. If you get 
freaked out to some extent, just remember, they’re 
all students.

For a dorm-made haunted house, the effects were 
pretty impressive.

Need a break from the freakiness? Head over to 
WeHe for some pumpkin carving
Relax with your friends and meet new people by 
carving out some pumpkins. Remember doing this 
with your friends and family when you were a kid? 
Whether you do or don’t, it’s still something nice to 
experience. Yeah, carving out the pumpkin might 
get a little messy, but it’s all chill. You can transform 
your pumpkin into whatever you want and create 
an actual masterpiece. Some examples can now be 
found right in front of the Henderson House.

Dance off the stresses from your week at BaM
Just do it. The decorations, dance floor, and snacks 
are all there to remind you to take a break from 
studying and have fun.

Get in the Halloween Spirit
Hill-O-Ween happens before the actual day of 
Halloween every year. This year, the enthusiasm was 
only bolstered by the amazing weather. Watching 
your own friends dress up, and the spaces you 
inhabit every day get dressed up into something so 
original is a fun time indeed. If you missed it this 
year, there’s always next year! You’re never too old 
for Halloween anyway!

Aisha Han | Assistant Visual Editor



Phantom Fright Nights!
The Scaredy-Cat’s Guide to Surviving Phantom Fright Nights at Kennywood

“Fear is all in the mind,” they say. Yeah, but fear can 

also be found in steep heights, bugs, blood, dark 

alleys, squirrels, clowns, under your bed, and in almost 

every other thing and place that exists in this world. 

Fear is everywhere, and there’s nothing anybody can 

do to change that. Apparently, the only way to get 

rid of your fears is to face them. That’s why I decided 

to go to Phantom Fright Nights at Kennywood 

Amusement Park. So, if you’re a huge scaredy-cat like 

me and also want to take that risk of facing some of 

your greatest fears, then here are a few guidelines that 

you can follow to help you get through a Fright Night 

at Kennywood.

Be aware of your surroundings.

During Fright Night, there are a bunch of actors 

dressed up in creepy monster costumes scattered 

throughout the park. They’ll randomly appear from 

nowhere to follow and terrorize you, but on the bright 

side, they won’t touch you. To minimize the likeliness 

of getting the bejeezus scared out of you, first look 

around and stay calm. If you see a monster 

coming your way, you can do one of 

two things: first, force yourself to 

face your fears and bravely 

stay right where you are. If 

the monster approach-

es you, remind 

yourself that 

it’s just a 

person in a costume and start up a casual conversa-

tion. It’s likely they won’t know how to respond and will 

go on to search for other victims. The second option 

is to run away, especially if the person in the scary cos-

tume is holding an ax or hammer of some sort … now 

that’s terrifying. Just keep running and don’t look back.

Always stick with a buddy.

By having a buddy to walk around with on Fright 

Night, you’ll feel somewhat safer. You can help each 

other navigate through the thick fog that surrounds the 

park, and both of you can be on the look-out for scary-

costume-people. In the case that a monster is just too 

scary for the two of you, you can run away together. 

The point is, you won’t feel so alone if you have a 

buddy with you. So the more people you surround 

yourself with, the better and the merrier!

Stay away from Fear Fest

So many clowns, so little room to run. Just scream.

Halloween is all about screaming, and letting out all 

the fear inside of you. If you sense that something 

scary is about to happen, just scream. Sure, some 

people might get annoyed if you keep screaming 

the entire night, but just ignore them! By screaming 

beforehand, you’ll probably not get as freaked out by 

jump scares, especially the ones you’ll encounter in the 

Biofear and Mortem Manor haunted house 

simulations. 

Remember Kennywood is not just a horrorland filled 

with freaky creatures and haunted houses. A good way 

of getting away from all the monsters and clowns is 

the rides at the park. There are so many roller coast-

ers and other attractions for people to enjoy, like 

the Thunderbolt, The Cosmic Chaos, and Phantom’s 

Revenge. However if you happen to be a scaredy-

cat who’s also afraid of big roller coasters, I suggest 

you start off with (or just stick to) the much smaller 

and less intense rides. That’s what I did! 

There’s something for everybody. Go 

to Kennywood around this time to 

have fun with your friends and 

family, but also to experi-

ence a horror-themed 

event that only 

comes around 

once a year.
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Michelle Madlansacay

Staffwriter
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Vertigo with The Originals
Carnegie Mellon’s all-male a cappella group opens up to us about its grandest show ever.

Apeksha Atal | Assistant Pillbox Editor

Walking into an Originals (O’s) rehearsal is always a 
pleasure. In ten minutes, you see goofy friends go 
from hugging it out and laughing about the week, to 
standing in a circle and harmonizing with grace. The 
last time I spoke with the group was right before they 
set off to compete at the Intenational Championship 
of Collegiate A Cappella (ICCA) finals in New York, 
and they have since placed at the competition and 
released an album. 

During our last encounter, the group had also briefly 
mentioned the planning of what they described to 
be an “a cappella event like no other that Pittsburgh 
has seen,” and after almost eight months of intensive 
planning, the Originals are ready to host “Vertigo.”

At Carnegie Mellon alone we regularly see events such 
as Almost Midnight A cappella and Aca-Pittsburgh, 
which have set the tone for our own local a cappella 
culture.

“People do a cappella differently at other schools,” fifth 
year senior in BXA in science and arts and vice president 
of internal relations of the Originals Erik Fredriksen 
explained. “We learned more about the competition by 
listening to these groups, and now we’re here to give 
everyone a concert without restrictions.”

Vertigo, will be held on Friday, Nov. 11 in Rangos 
Ballroom. The O’s explained that the roots of the name 
of the concert are very much seated in what they hope 
it will be. “It’s called Vertigo, because it’s all about sen-
sation. It’s about the feelings of being overwhelmed by 
light and sound. It’s about the experience,” president 
of the O’s and sophomore in business administration, 
Leopoldo Galvan said. Galvan was not exaggerating 
when he talked about overwhelming the audience with 
light and sound. The group has invited professionals to 
cover sound, lighting, and staging for the event. As for 
the music itself, The O’s have brought in groups that 
have inspired them over the past few years. “It’s actu-

ally hilarious,” fifth year scholar in electrical and com-
puter engineering and artistic director for the Originals, 
Nitsan Shai chuckled, “people ask us how we got these 
amazing groups to come, and all we really did is send 
out a few emails.”

Shai explained that a few groups that they hoped 
would attend couldn’t due to travel restrictions, but 
since they had started contacting groups in March, 
they were able to fill the quota that they needed to put 
on the show. Here’s the final line-up and who’s who for 
the event:

The Nor’easters
Hailing from Northeastern University, are the 2013 ICCA 
International Champions themselves, who now have 
multiple records and other awards under their belt 
including Best Mixed Collegiate Album (2013, 2014) 
and earning the Champion title at SoJam X. 
Website: http://www.noreaster.neu.edu/
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Voices in Your Head
The University of Chicago’s Voices in Your Head, 
also has a heap of awards and accolades to their 
name, with widely acclaimed albums and multiple 
appearances at the ICCA, SoJam, and Boston 
Sings. Prep up for their performance by listening 
to their award-winning 2011 album “I Used to Live 
Alone,” or here at their website: http://voicesin-
yourhead.org/

Lark
This all female-identifying a cappella group is a 
personal favorite of many of The O’s, and is notori-
ous for sending chills down the spine with their 
incredible voices. The Denver-based group has 
placed at Mile High Vocal Jam and taken home 
first place at BOSS, despite only being founded 
in 2014.
Read more, and check out some of their incredible 
music videos here: http://ucdlark.com/

Faux Paz
Established in 1992, the University of Maryland’s 
first co-ed a cappella group truly packs a punch 
with eight studio albums and multiple awards. The 
group has even been featured on Sing It On, John 
Legend’s documentary series focused on a cap-
pella groups around the country. The group will 
soon be releasing its ninth studio album, and will of 
course be here to wow audiences at Vertigo. Read 
more about their inspiring story here: http://www.
umdfauxpaz.com/

The Originals
Carnegie Mellon’s own all male-identifying group 
will be performing in addition to putting on the 
show. Members of the group will also be emceeing 
the show, to add to the intimate and fun atmo-
sphere of the evening. Here’s where to read more 
about them: http://www.cmuoriginals.org/

Tickets are already available online at $15 for gen-
eral admission and $30 for VIP access. The VIP tick-
et will include an invitation to the aca-mixer, where 
guests will get to mingle with the performers, as 
well as an invitation to the after-party, which will be 
held at Dave and Buster’s. VIPs will also be seated 
in the first three rows to ensure an unobstructed 
view of what promises to be an incredible evening.

The Os will be tabling to sell tickets, starting 
Monday, Oct. 31, and will also be launching a video 
teaser for their new EP. The EP will be officially 
released on all major music-selling platforms on 
the day of the concert, and will include the three 
songs that the group sang at their iconic appear-
ance at the ICCA this past spring.

“We are incredibly excited and honored to be 
hosting this event, and we can’t wait to see you all 
there.” Galvan smiled to conclude, “We’re all just a 
bunch of nerds who love to sing, that’s what unites 
us, and that’s what we want to share with our audi-
ence at Vertigo.”



Eric Wiegand | Junior StaffwriterBan All Blockbusters
Memories and the new film Blue Jay

Something is 
unfinished in 
Blue Jay.

This is a new 
movie directed by 
Alex Lehmann, 
written by and 
starring Mark 
Duplass, and 
also starring 
Sarah Paulson, 
currently 
available on 
iTunes/VOD, 
to be released 
on Netflix in 
December.

Completion is the 
issue in Blue Jay, but 
clearly not the goal. 
Satisfaction escapes the 
characters in a way that defines 
the movie and the viewer’s experience alike. 
The film centers heavily on nostalgia and 
the grip the past has on each of us. And it is 
terrifically affecting, in the way a short story 
or a poem can hit you in exactly the right 
place. The performances of Sarah Paulson and 
Mark Duplass are validation enough for this 
well-written/directed movie. The two actors 
are heartbreakingly truthful. Sarah Paulson is 
astonishingly full of life and emotion, and Mark 
Duplass’s blend of childishness and worn-out 
melancholy is captivating.

Blue Jay begins in a small town grocery store 
with the unlikely meeting of two people back 
in their hometown, high school sweethearts 
who nearly balk at the sight of each other. 
Hesitantly, they decide to get coffee, eventually 
(slowly) opening up to each other as they 
investigate their old relationship and what’s 
become of them since. The film is shot in black 
and white, the characters walking in and out of 
literal and figurative shadows, exploring this 
space that exists equally in tangible reality and 
selective memory.

Watching Blue Jay, I recognized the sensation 
of when I am in my own hometown, walking 
outside my high school or through a friend’s 
neighborhood or around that one coffee shop, 
with no one, listening to nothing. It’s quiet and 
awfully strange. And it’s empty. We are young, 
but we have recently known the whiplash 
of leaving a place where our footprints are 
several impressions deep, repeated over the 
first decade and a half of our lives. I walked 
the same sidewalk out of my school building 
everyday in high school, often with the exact 
same people. Now, it’s suddenly bewildering 
that one location can contain my memories of 
meeting the first friends I counted as family, the 
first time I held hands with an old girlfriend, the 
quiet and too loud moments of adolescence. 
Returning home is like stepping into a corner of 
my brain, where I can remember so much life. 
Doing so with someone who meant something 
to you then is another trip entirely.

Watch Blue Jay now, if you can. The leaves 
are changing, the house is getting cold. I’m 

digging through the closet for old sweaters 
and warm socks, gifts from friends and 
family. Blue Jay will give you much the same 
feeling. A great movie will make me feel, at 
least for the rest of the evening, as though I 
am living in the world of the film. 

Blue Jay makes this fall feel 
embarrassingly, romantically 

literary, its quiet black and white 
aesthetic denoting the way the 
year dies and time passes. I am 
young, but I’m older now than 
I ever realistically saw myself 
becoming. If we are lucky, we 
have decades ahead of us, 
decades to leave behind. We 
see our hometowns become 
set pieces to us, structures 
where drama was once played 

out and is now remembered in a 
way we could not have imagined 

at the time.

Blue Jay is shot and scored in such a way that 
seems to encapsulate the story as a memory 
in itself. The characters spend just a few hours 
together, but my mind jumps easily ahead to 
imagining them remembering this day.

And how will they remember it? Will they 
remember how awkwardly they greeted each 
other, how it took some time to remember 
any of their old rhythm of humor? And will the 
emotional outpouring, the denouement of 
their brief visit overwhelm any memory of them 
dancing, the old tapes and jokes? I wonder 
what I’ll remember of the relationships I have 
now, what will be the frustratingly dominant 
characteristic. Because this Pittsburgh I 
know now (like my first hometown and future 
hometowns) will inevitably become black and 
white, a maze of shadows and strangely empty 
buildings, and I’ll find myself walking through 
these memories with an old friend, neither of 
us completely satisfied with our present lives 
or our recollections. Like the two characters in 
Blue Jay, maybe we’ll smile in spite of ourselves.

Art by Diane Lee | Art & Photo Staff
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puzzles Julie Sanscartier | Comics Editor

sudoku maze

sudoku courtesy of www.krazydad.com maze courtesy of www.krazydad.com

Solutions from Oct. 17

crossword sudoku maze
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comics

Movies
by xkcd

Julie Sanscartier | Comics Editor

Mushrooms
by xkcd

xkcd@gmail.com xkcd.com

xkcd.comxkcd@gmail.com
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comics

Sense and 
Sensibilities
by Nick Seluk

theAwkwardYeti.comtheAwkwardYeti@gmail.com

Julie Sanscartier | Comics Editor

FowlLanguageComics.com

Halloween
by Brian Gordon



 1. Meager
 2. Director Wertmuller
 3. Prefix with meter
 4. Abundant
 5. Some mattresses
 6. Causing goose bumps
 7. Scottish social unit
 8. Not him
 9. Supervise
10. Milan’s La ___
11. Shrimplike crustaceans
12. Warble
13. Fearsome
21. Choir member
23. Boots
25. Say
26. Tennis matches are divided into 

these
27. Baseball family name
28. Workers’ rights org.
29. Blue book filler
32. Light grayish brown
33. Turned over again
34. Dies ___
35. Part of TLC
36. Former name of Thailand
38. Eliot’s Marner
42. Asses
43. Hankerings
47. Straight man
48. Pool stroke
49. Early anesthetic
50. Rome’s Fontana di ___
51. Conceals
52. Scrub (a mission)
54. Slippery ___ eel
55. Nota ___
56. “___ Brockovich”
57. Female rabbits
60. Spot

 1. High-fives
 6. Bounce back
10. The ___ the limit!
14. French textile city
15. Hgt.
16. Gator’s cousin
17. Bury
18. Infrequent
19. Verdi heroine
20. Preserve
22. Wheel
24. Story
25. Normally
26. Most reasonable
29. French summers
30. Cockney greeting
31. Concerned with childbirth
37. Doughnut-shaped surface
39. End for Siam
40. Turkish palace
41. Secondary
44. Franklin D.’s mother
45. Lethargic
46. Regard
48. Marsh gas
52. Organization to promote theater 
53. In danger
54. Engrossed
58. Storage shelter
59. Canadian gas brand
61. Alamogordo’s county
62. Golf’s Ballesteros
63. Age unit
64. Bottled spirit
65. Greek goddess of strife
66. Transmitted
67. Perfect places

across

horoscopes: signs as Peter Pan quotes

horoscopes

Aries
march 21–apr. 19

“To love would be an awfully big adventure.”

Taurus
apr. 20–may 20

“All the world is made of faith, trust, and pixie dust.”

Gemini
may 21–june 20

“Never say goodbye because goodbye means going 
away and going away means forgetting.”

Cancer
june 21–july 19

“The moment you doubt whether you can fly, you cease 
forever to be able to do it.”

Leo
jul. 20–aug. 22

“Dreams do come true, if only we wish hard enough.”

Virgo
aug. 23–sept. 20

“Never is an awfully long time.”

Libra
sept. 21–oct.19

“If you cannot teach me to fly, teach me to sing.”

Scorpio
oct. 20–nov. 20

“Stars are beautiful, but only look on forever.”

Sagittarius
nov. 21–dec. 20

“Time is chasing after all of us.”

Capricorn
dec. 21–jan. 19

“Just always be waiting for me.”

Aquarius
jan. 20–feb. 20

“You know that place where you still remember 
dreaming? That’s where I’ll always love you.”

Pisces
feb. 21–march 20

“Would you like an adventure now, or would you like to 
have your tea first?”

All quotes by J. M. Barrie

crossword

down

Julie Sanscartier | Comics Editor
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Crossword courtesy of FreeDailyCrosswords.com
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calendar

wednesday fridaytuesday

sunday

11.2.16 11.4.16

11.6.16

Steven Pinker: The Past, Present, and 
Future of Violence
5 p.m.–6:30 p.m.
McConomy Auditorium
Cohon Center, Pittsburgh, PA 15213

CMU’s Humanist League is hosting 
Professor Steven Pinker of Harvard 
University for this year’s Carl Sagan 
Fest celebrations. Professor Pinker’s 
talk will involve important conversations 
about violence throughout history and 
how rates and perceptions of violence 
have evolved over time. Professor 
Pinker will also be the first ever Sagan 
Award recipient, an award from CMU’s 
Humanism Initiative.

CMU OM Diwali Garba
7 p.m.–9 p.m.
UC Wiegand Gymnasium
Cohon University Center, First Floor, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
Tickets: https://carnegiemellontickets.
universitytickets.com/w/event.
aspx?id=1471&cid=160&p=1

Around the world, Indians celebrated 
Diwali this past Sunday, and now 
CMU’s OM is bringing the celebrations 
to Weigand this Friday at 7 p.m. The 
event will include Indian food, some 
performances from South Asian groups 
around campus, and music aplenty 
fit for dancing. Indian attire is highly 
encouraged. OM will be tabling all 
week, and tickets are also available 
online.

A Taste of Bollywood: Mother India 
(1957)
6 p.m.–7 p.m.
Row House Cinema
4115 Butler St, Pittsburgh, PA 15201
Tickets: http://bit.ly/MotherInd ($9)

Help bring in the Indian holiday 
season with one of the most critically 
acclaimed Bollywood films the 
industry has produced. Mother 
India is the story of an impoverished 
mother, who is only strengthened by 
hardship as she works to raise her 
sons and face the cruelty of a money 
lender. The movie stars the iconic 
Nargis in the titular role, along with 
Sunil Dutt, Rajendra Kumar, and Raaj 
Kumar.

The 1975 
6:30 p.m.–9:30 p.m.
Stage AE
400 N Shore Dr, Pittsburgh, PA 15212
Tickets: http://cwm.io/6aadde 

The English pop-rock band will be 
performing for two nights in a row at 
Stage AE in Pittsburgh, which is the second 
City in their 2016 Fall Tour. Prepare for 
the night by listening to their incredibly 
popular second studio album, I like it 
when you sleep, for you are so beautiful 
yet so unaware of it. The group is famous 
for performances that engage audiences, 
and notorious for skipping around genres. 
They’re a band that’s constantly evolving, 
with performances very much worth 
catching.

11.1.16

classified
Warehouse Data Entry Clerk 
employees needed for a warehouse 
The successful candidates will have 
excellent warehouse and computer 
experience. Our client is looking 
for people who have computer 
experience. Specific experience 
with receiving, picking, maintaining 
inventory and strong data entry 
skills. You can contact me here 
jason.wright59@aol.com
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Architecture With and Without  
Le Corbusier

Oubrerie recently published his book 
Architecture With and Without Le 
Corbusier. The exhibit chronicles his 
major projects and designs.

Architecture With and 
Without Le Corbusier is an 

exhibition currently available 
to view in the Miller Gallery. 

José Oubrerie is a Professor Emeritus 
at the Knowlton School of Architecture 
and The Ohio State University and a 
protégé of Le Corbusier.

Photos by Aisha Han | Assistant Visual Editor
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