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Allegheny GoatScape goats clear vegetation, create excitment

NORA MATTISON
Junior Staffwriter

Carnegie Mellon students clustered at the Randy 
Pausch Memorial Bridge this past week to see what 
soon may become a common sight on the Carnegie Mel-
lon campus, around six Nubian goats munching away 
at the Kudzu vines on the Gates east side landscape 
slope. The goats belonged to Allegheny GoatScape, a 
local nonprofit organization dedicated to renting goat 
herds to clear public spaces and promoting goat hus-
bandry, and were brought in as an eco-friendly means 
to clear the vegetation that had sprung up between the 
Gates-Hillman Center and Purnell Center for the Arts. 
The goats grazed from Wednesday, Sept. 13 to Friday, 
Sept. 15 as part of what Facilities Management and 
Campus Services director of operations Steven Guen-
ther called in The Piper “a trial program in support of 
the Green Practices Committee.”

The goats clear the invasive Kudzu vines without 
the use of harmful herbicides. The only fuel they need is 
the plants in their enclosure, which they then turn into 
a natural fertilizer. The Allegheny GoatScape website 
also claims that goats are perfectly suited to “manage 
Pittsburgh’s steep slopes,” since they can navigate the 
steep hills with ease and can even climb out to shallow 
ledges on buildings. Steven Guenther cited the multi-
tude of environmental benefits that goat landscaping 
provides in the university press release and affirmed 

that this week’s foray into environmentally conscious 
landscaping was “all part of our commitment to a 
long-term maintenance plan that may combine goats 
with manual labor.”

The goats were enclosed in about two thirds of an 
acre of overgrowth by an electric fence and a green 
plastic fence adorned with a tartan sign that read 
“Goats Working.” The goats had a small enclosure 
with water and solar powered lights and were accom-
panied by a miniature donkey named Hobo meant to 
fend off predators. Onlookers craned over the edge of 
the Randy Pausch bridge or clambered up the hill to 
watch the goats work and included students, children, 
and members of the Pittsburgh community. The goats 
even prompted local news coverage, with the local 
CBS station KDKA-TV calling it a “step back in time” 
for our technologically advanced university.

David Wessell, grounds supervisor, cited this 
visibility as one of the reasons that this site was chosen 
for the inaugural implementation of this program. He 
outlined the hope that “the goats will capture student 
interest at least from their sense of ‘novelty’ on the 
campus landscape. Our focus going into the event is 
that a green practice that is usually conducted in back 
park areas or in municipal right-of-ways will now be 
easily viewable to our campus community members 
and thus provide for a true learning opportunity.”

Image identification tools bring Charles Harris’ photos to life

SHRUTI MURALI
Junior Staffwriter

Carnegie Mellon University, 
in collaboration with Frank-
Ratchye STUDIO for Creative 
Inquiry (STUDIO) and the 
Carnegie Museum of Art, has 
received the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities (NEH) 
grant to identify, annotate, and 
organize the impressive col-
lection of more than 80,000 
photos taken by photographer 
Charles “Teenie” Harris from 
the 1930s to the 1970s.

Harris was one of the 
lead photographers for the 
Pittsburgh Courier, one of 
the nation’s most influential 
black newspapers in the 20th 
century. The Courier repre-
sented the voice of the black 
community in this era. It ad-
vocated equality and justice, 
and Harris’ moving, yet eye-
opening photographs perfectly 
complemented the voice of 
the paper. His inspiration was 
the city of Pittsburgh itself, as 
his photographs chronicled 
life in Pittsburgh’s black 

neighborhoods from the mid to 
late 1900s.

Beginning in the 1930s, 
Harris’ photos depict the joys 
and struggles of the black com-
munity in Pittsburgh’s storied 
Hill District. Ranging from im-
ages of children in a crowded 
swimming pool, to civil rights 
demonstrations, Harris’ work 
captured a side of the African-
American experience in this 
era that was rarely visible in 
his contemporary American 
media. Since his photos de-
picted activities in daily life, 
such as weddings, church-
groups, night-life, Little League 
games, and beauty pageants, 
his work is often viewed as 
celebrating the working class. 
However, he did not shy away 
from depicting life on the other 
side of the tracks. In addition 
to photos about family life 
and society, Harris’ impres-
sive collection also includes 
photos of Muhammad Ali, 
Louis Armstrong, and John F. 
Kennedy.

Nicknamed “Teenie,” for 
his small stature, Harris was 

affectionately regarded by the 
African-American community 
as an icon. He was frequently 
seen at civic and family events, 
and people always looked over 
their shoulder in the hopes 
that Teenie would be there 
and would take their photo. 
Though he was popular among 
entertainment venues, Harris 
also photographed people 
walking down the street, sitting 
on their front porch, having a 
drink at a bar, or waiting at a 
beauty salon or barber shop. 
Harris’ works record a vibrant, 
thriving community, thus effec-
tively redefining the 20th cen-
tury a time that was plagued 
with racism to one overcome 
with determination.

In a response to NPR about 
Harris’ encapsulating work, 
Lulu Lippincott, curator of a 
new exhibition of Teenie Harris’ 
photos at the Carnegie Museum 
of Art, said, “[Teenie] conveys, 
in a way that I’ve never experi-
enced before in photographs, 
the immediate experience of 
being in a different place, a 
different time.”

Harris’ archive, consisting 
of thousands of photographic 
negatives spanning over more 
than forty years, came without 
identifying information when 
the museum acquired his body 
of work in 2001, thus inspiring 
the project led by the Carnegie 
Museum of Art and STUDIO. 
Only about two percent of the 
individuals in all the photo-
graphs have been identified to 
date, after extensive interviews 
with the community mem-
bers pictured in Harris’ pho-
tographs, and his contempo-
raries. In an effort to speed up 
the recognition process, STU-
DIO developed a set of image 
identification tools using ma-
chine learning and computer 
vision techniques with the help 
of the NEH grant.

“Image scans and a digi-
tal catalog have allowed us to 
share Harris’ work faster and 
with more people than tradi-
tional paper-based methods; 
moreover, digital technol-
ogy allowed people to con-
tribute their memories and 
knowledge to the archive more 

efficiently than ever before,” 
said Lippincott in a university 
press release.

The software developed by 
STUDIO will be able to identify 
the individuals in each photo-
graph. These matches can then 
be confirmed by interview sub-
jects. Remarkably, the software 
also becomes “smarter” as a 
person interacts with it, allow-
ing it to make more accurate 
matches. This process is also 
useful for identifying objects, 
locations, and features in the 
photographs.

Zaria Howard, a junior in 
the School of Art pursuing a 
Bachelor of Humanities and 
Arts degree in art and sta-
tistics, proposed the idea for 
the project. As a student in 
Professor Golan Levin’s under-
graduate Interactive Art and 
Computational Design class in 
the School of Art, Howard de-
veloped an interest in Harris’ 
image archive and the mystery 
behind the individuals in the 
photographs. Golan is lead-
ing the project as director of 
the STUDIO, along with David 

Newbury, who is an Enterprise 
Software and Data Architect at 
J. Paul Getty Trust.

In a university press release, 
Howard said “It’s exciting to 
be able to use computer vision 
and ML to add detail to the 
narrative Teenie Harris left 
Pittsburgh. Using technology 
to rediscover black history is 
rare and yet crucial to under-
standing American history as 
a whole.”

By improving this software, 
Harris’ photographs of the 
famous, the infamous, and 
the ordinary will hold new 
meaning as the people in the 
black-and-white images come 
to life. They will have names, 
families, and a history. They 
will be recognized and will 
serve as representation of the 
black community in the 20th 
century. They will reflect the 
successes, hardships, frus-
tration, and grit of the com-
munity over forty years of an 
ever-changing America. They 
are forever captured in history 
through Harris’ extraordinary 
work.

Neethi Jayachandran/ Staff Photographer

A multitude of Nubian goats from Allegheny GoatSpace visited Carnegie Mellon University last week to clear the vegetation between the Gates-Hillman Center and the Purnell Center for the Arts as a more eco-friendly option.

See GOATS, A3
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I don't know if it is the thought of aristocratic 
English folk flailing about in an embarrassing 
way, or nostalgic thoughts about the comedy 
greats of Monty Python, but for whatever rea-
son I find that comedy is 150% funnier when 
performed by those from across the pond (i.e. 
Brits). Even the English accent itself occasion-
ally causes me to giggle. So, it was with this 
great accent-related joy that I attended my 
fourth Cambridge Footlights performance on 
Monday night in McConomy Auditorium.

The 11:00 p.m. performance was attended 
by far fewer people than the troupe merited. 
Not even half of the rows of seats were filled 
as we were patiently ushered toward the front 
after buying $5 tickets. There had been a fire 
drill before whose alarms had kept perform-
ers and audience members outside during the 
time when the show was about to start. It's 
possible that with this delay and no promise 
of the performance occurring, some audience 
members gave up the ghost early in favor of 
snuggling in bed with some homework.

The performance opened with Carnegie 
Mellon's very own No Parking Players, 
the comedy sub-troupe of the drama club 
Scotch'n'Soda, performing a series of comedy 
sketches to consistent laughter and applause. 
Though perhaps a little less ribald and enthu-
siastic than later audience responses, there 

was still an air of appreciation and enjoyment. 
Particularly successful was the sketch that turned 
the watching of a network TV nightly news show 
into something resembling the conversation that 
serious fans of Game of Thrones might have 
while watching the show. Talks of spoilers and a 
thoroughly fabricated characterization and plot 
line of the featured meteorologist causes giggles 
to erupt throughout the audience. Instead of 
books offering spoilers to those watching, one 
of the characters read a newspaper and the 
other two on the couch did not want to hear 
anything from it. The depth of the joke and its 
different facets and references captured the 
audience and entertained them at each clever 
turn.

When the Footlights came on stage, the energy 
in the audience definitely picked up. Throughout 
the evening, they performed sketches that 
ranged in length from 30 seconds to 15 minutes 
or so. Throughout the evening, they also called 
out audience members sitting in the front row, 
much to these individuals' mortification and 
glee. Perhaps one of the best sketches of the 
night was an extended scene that chronicled a 
school bus full of children on their way to an 
evening performance of Cats. The field trip had 
already encountered other difficulties, so the 
evening performance was the last shot. The two 
female teachers, both played by male actors, 
were very thorough in attempting to confirm 
that everyone had used the restroom prior to 

getting on the bus. At one point, both actors 
mimed going to the back of the bus to exam-
ine the onboard toilet, and their miming of the 
motion of walking back on a school bus had 
the audience completely erupting in laughter; 
rather flamboyantly, they walked in synchro-
nization while grabbing on to the backs of 
invisible seats on either side. It was absolutely 
absurd and also entirely relatable.

One of the more bizarre sketches of the 
evening was between two of the individuals 
and contained very little dialogue. One of the 
women performing held out a sheet of paper 
to another performer to show him that it was 
warm. The actor touched the paper, and then 
in the following minutes with more and more 
intensity and drama, the actor proceeded to 
moan in ecstasy and bewilderment and rub 
the paper all over himself. It was the type of 
comedy wherein half of the humor came from 
the duration of the sketch. The poor actor 
looked like he wasn't breathing, such was the 
intensity with which he was moving this paper 
over himself. It was so absurd and weird and 
totally hysterical.

These are just two of the amazing sketches 
from Monday night. The five actors — two 
women, three men — put their all into it, even 
after being delayed by the fire alarm. For 
those lucky enough to have more years at 
Carnegie Mellon, I hope they come back, and 
if they do, please attend and laugh until your 
belly hurts.

Men’s soccer wins fourth 
consecutive game • A12

PILLBOXSCITECH SPORTS

The latest iPhone brings AR 
to millions of people • A9

World-renowned Cambridge 
Footlights bring laughter • B11

Courtesy of ronigigi11, spiral sheep, and Carnegie Museum of Art via Flickr Wikimedia Commons

Charles “Teenie” Harris was the lead photographer for the Pittsburgh Courier, an influential black newspaper in the 20th century. His work depicted a candid view of the joys and struggles of the black community at that time.



A2 « thetartan.org/news The Tartan » September 18, 2017

FEATURE PHOTO

Students for a Democratic Society reject militarism

INTERNATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF

Carnegie Mellon’s Students for A Democratic Society, an organization that seeks to raise awareness of injustice, held a rally at the Black Chairs to protest “institutions that profit from war” present at the Technical Opportunities Conference.
Jeanette De La Torre-Duran/Junior Staff Photographer

Hundreds of Tunisians march against 
contested amnesty from prosecution

British police arrest London bomb suspect

LONDON — On Satur-
day, British police arrested 
an 18 year-old man who 
they believe was involved 
in the bombing of a London 
train a day earlier. Officers 
reportedly found the man 
on a ferry port in Dover and 
then proceeded to evacuate 
the area before recovering 
a number of items. Hours 
later, officers were seen raid-
ing a house in a commuter 
town southwest of London. 
They also evacuated nearby 
premises as a precaution.

Prime Minister Theresa 

May put Britain on the 
highest security level of 
“critical” on Friday after the 
attacks, indicating that an-
other attack could be pos-
sible. Police are also keeping 
an open mind about multiple 
other individuals being in-
volved in the attack that in-
jured over 30 people on the 
London commuter train.

“This is a very significant 
arrest,” said interior minis-
ter Amber Rudd. “The po-
lice have made very good 
progress but the operation 
is ongoing.”

Compiled by
VALENE MEZMIN

TUNIS — Hundreds of 
Tunisians gathered togeth-
er this weekend to protest a 
new law that grants officials 
from the former regime 
amnesty from prosecution. 
These officials are accused 
of political corruption dur-
ing the rule of autocrat Zine 
El-Abidine Ben Ali.

Around 1,500 people 
were seen marching 
through the capital, 

waving flags saying “No to 
forgiveness” and “Resisting 
against mafia rule.”

Critics of the law say it 
is a step back from the mo-
tivation behind Tunisia’s 
2011 revolution to oust 
Ben Ali against corruption 
and inequality. Govern-
ment officials, however, 
say the new law will help 
the country move on from 
the past.

SOCIAL ACTION CALENDAR 

WEATHER

Alcohol Amnesty
Sept. 11, 2017

University Police re-
sponded to Resnik House 
after receiving a report of an 
intoxicated female. A Carn-
egie Mellon student was pro-
vided with medical attention 
and no citations were issued 
due to alcohol amnesty.

Underage Drinking/
Disorderly Conduct

Sept. 12, 2017

An odor of marijuana 
was reported to be com-
ing from Fairfax Apart-
ments. After surveying the 
scene, University Police re-
covered marijuana, drug 
paraphernalia, and several 

cans of beer, and issued 
citations to a student for 
underage drinking and 
disorderly conduct.

Theft of Bicycle
Sept. 12, 2017

A Carnegie Mellon 
University student’s bicycle 
was stolen from the bicycle 
rack between Morewood 
Gardens and Morewood E-
Tower. An investigation is 
ongoing.

Theft of Boots
Sept. 12, 2017

A Carnegie Mellon 
University student reported 
that his boots were stolen 
from the Cohon Center. An 

investigation is ongoing.

Theft of Purse
Sept. 12, 2017

A Carnegie Mellon 
staff member reported 
that her purse was stolen 
from the Cohon Center. An 
investigation is ongoing.

Theft of Suit Jacket 
Sept. 12, 2017

A student reported that 
his suit jacket was sto-
len from Posner Hall. An 
investigation is ongoing.

Theft of Backpack
Sept. 13 2017

A student reported that 
his backpack was stolen 

from the Purnell Center. An 
investigation is ongoing.

Theft of Bicycle
Sept. 13, 2017

A student reported that 
her bicycle was stolen from 
outside of Webster Hall. An 
investigation is ongoing.

Theft of Suit Jacket
Sept. 14, 2017

A student reported that 
his suit jacket was sto-
len from Posner Hall. An 
investigation is ongoing.

Campus Crime & Incident Reports

Source: www.weather.com
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aprilCALL TO ACTION

7:30PM EVERY WEDNESDAY

WARNER HALL

FORWARD!
a few of this week’s activism

opportunities at Carnegie Mellon

12
Sept

FORWARD
NAACP MEETING 
7:00 PM 
FREEDOM UNLIMITED OFFICE

12
Sept

13
Sept

SUSTAINABLE EARTH
5PM EVERY WEDNESDAY
MARGARET MORRISON APARTMENTS ROOM 131

TUESDAYS WITH TOOMEY
12:20 PM
100 W STATION SQUARE DR. 
SUITE 225, PITTSBURGH

Corrections & Clarifications

If you would like to submit a correction or clarifica-
tion, please email The Tartan at news@thetartan.org 
or editor@thetartan.org with your inquiry, as well as 
the date of the issue and the name of the article. We 
will print the correction or clarification in the next 
print issue and publish it online.

Vatican recalls priest accused of child 
pornography from Washington Embassy

VATICAN CITY — The 
Vatican has recalled a high-
ranking priest working as a 
diplomat in the Holy See’s 
embassy in Washington 
on Friday after American 
authorities sought to charge 
him with possession of child 
pornography. The Vatican 
said the priest would face 
an investigation and poten-
tial trial in Vatican City.

Although the cleric has 
not been identified and spe-
cific details of the case have 
not been disclosed, Italian 
news media and an Ameri-
can official familiar with 
the investigation said it was 
Msgr. Carlo Alberto Capel-
la, who was ordained in Mi-
lan in 1993 and entered the 
diplomatic corps in 2004.

If convicted, the priest 
could be charged under a 
2013 law signed by Pope 
Francis regarding crimes 
related to child pornogra-
phy which carries a prison 
sentence of up to 12 years 
and a fine of up to 250,000 
euros.

In response to criticisms 
about protecting one of 
their own, the Vatican said 
it was exercising standard 
diplomatic practice as a 
sovereign state.

“Not only are we seeing 
no action, we are seeing 
actions that are taking 
us backwards,” said Bar-
bara Dorris, the managing 
director of the Survivors 
Network of Those Abused 
by Priests.

Source: Reuters

Source: Reuters

Source: The New York Times
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Marx@200 shows Marx’s transcending relevance over the years
AISHA HAN

Visual Editor

Karl Marx has a legacy and 
influence that has dramatically 
changed everyday political and 
social life. The Prussian-born 
political and economic theorist 
is best known for the Mani-
festo of the Communist Party 
(colloquially known as The 
Communist Manifesto), which 
he co-authored with colleague 
Friedrich Engels, and Capital, 
a seminal text in politics, eco-
nomics, and philosophy. The 
influential political philoso-
pher, born on May 5, 1818, is 
now more relevant than ever 
due to increasing income in-
equality, the aftermath of the 
global financial crash in 2008, 
and a new skepticism of capi-
talism among the post-Cold 
War generation.

Dietrich College faculty 
members Kathy M. Newman 
and David Shumway have cre-
ated a year-long series of cel-
ebratory events that will culmi-
nate on Marx’s 200th birthday 
this spring. This series of events 
— Marx@200 — is one of the 
nation’s only year-long pro-
grams devoted to Marx and his 
favorite themes.

On Thursday, Sept. 14, 
Marx@200 kicked off with 
Newman and Shumway’s lec-
ture, “Why Marx Now: 200 
Years Later.” Richard Scheines, 
Dean of Dietrich College, was 
first to speak and provided 
welcoming remarks as well 
his personal experience with 
Marx growing up. For most 
of Scheines’ early years, Karl 
Marx was known as the “au-
thor of Communism,” and as 
a child raised in the aftermath 
of McCarthyism, Scheines 
was unsurprisingly a prod-
uct of anti-communist propa-
ganda, where none of his high 
school education “even probed 
slightly beneath the surface” of 

Marxism. What struck him in 
this experience is the impor-
tance of institutions like Carn-
egie Mellon to support the free-
dom of thinking beyond the 
propaganda every citizen expe-
riences from birth. Individuals 
must take seriously the role of 
incorporating all political per-
spectives, and they “can’t be 
unwilling to celebrate Marx,” 
or be dismissive of any thought 
that might compromise con-
ventional thought. The series 
of scholarly events to celebrate 
Karl Marx supports this notion.

Kathy Newman, an 
associate professor in the 
department of English, studies 
and writes about the relation-
ship between the masses and 
mass culture, specifically the 
relationship between televi-
sion, film, and media, and the 
socio-political world our cul-
ture reflects and creates. The 
theme of her talk incorporated 
artists like Wang Yuyand, Claire 
Fontaine, Jorge Mendez Blake, 
and Christin Lahr, with Marx 
being their common denomi-
nator. Some like Fontaine delve 
deeply into Marx’s philosophy, 
using art as modern tongue-in-
cheek commentary, while oth-
ers like Wang Yuyand take the 
literal substance and translate 
it into data, combinations of 1s 
and 0s, to create morphed and 
distorted sculptures.

The modern resurgence of 
Marxism surpasses art, said 
Newman as she described 
the international phenom-
enon of Marx’s popularity. 
East Germans are especially af-
fected, “rooted in nostalgia for 
socialism.” A Guardian survey 
found that 52 percent of their 
citizens believed the free mar-
ket was unsuitable, and 43 per-
cent said they want socialism 
back. As the single most cited 
scholar in the humanities by a 
factor of 22, Marx has become 
steadily more popular around 

the globe and Newman moves 
on to speculate why.

Newman’s first hypothesis 
for the growing popularity of 
Marxism was the global finan-
cial collapse of 2008, which 
“made Marx’s critique of capi-
talism look fresher than ever.” 
Marx predicted cycles of col-
lapse and consolidation and 
his analysis explains how in-
equality deepens during times 
of capitalist crisis. Moreover, 
the post-Cold War generation 
view socialism and commu-
nism more favorably than dur-
ing anytime since the 1940s. 
Newman referenced a scholar 
at Tufts University who claimed 
that millennials are more skep-
tical towards capitalism than 
their parents, especially be-
cause many of them gradu-
ated into the worst job market 
since the Great Depression. 
Millennials also see Scandi-
navian countries as models of 
democratic socialism, rather 
than current or former commu-
nist countries like Russia and 
China. This is not so much for a 
utopian inspiration, but instead 
they are seeking to understand 
all the ways capitalism is failing 
ordinary people. They’re bring-
ing us a Marx whose contem-
porary value is in explanation 
and critique.

David Shumway, professor 
of English, mirrored Newman’s 
arguments through a different 
lens, as noted by the title for 
his part of the talk, “How Marx 
Now,” instead of “Why Marx 
now.” The ability to reexamine 
Marx can transform the under-
standing of Marxism, and this 
reexamination is the founda-
tion of Shumway’s lecture.

Shumway’s arguments were 
that Marx is best understood as 
a liberal and not an opponent 
of liberalism, and that histori-
cally, Marx has made a signifi-
cant impact on politics that is 
seldom recognized, which is 

that his ideas are the basis for 
the many changes in liberal de-
mocracies associated with the 
welfare state. From the transla-
tion of Marxist ideas into new 
policies, Shumway contends 
that Marx’s influence, despite 
the fact that a literal interpre-
tation of his views at the time 
which would be against social 
democratic reforms, gave way 
to the right and inevitable rise 
of the political system. Shum-
way uses text from Capital to 
enhance his arguments. He 
emphasizes the value of free-
dom on both ends, for the bour-
geoisie and the proletariat. It is 
just that the dictatorship of the 
proletariat will be more liberal 
than the dictatorship of the 
bourgeoisie.

In the wake of extreme 
political and economic un-
rest before the 1950s, many 
western countries turned into 
welfare states, where national 
governments take at least some 
responsibility for the welfare 
of their citizens. The fear of a 
communist revolution led the 
bourgeoisie to concede some 
economic authority to the pub-
lic. Thus, fear of the extreme 
left allowed a more moder-
ate left to rise. Marx was acci-
dentally the founder of social 
democracy, formed out of the 
dregs of bourgeois fear.

Both lectures sufficiently 
summed up the relevance and 
importance of Marx in the 
modern age. As we look ahead 
to the rest of the year and the 
uncertainty of our current 
economic and socio-political 
landscape, we know that for 
whatever large-scale issue that 
will be thrown at us, Marx-
ism can offer a theory of its 
underlying causes. The next 
Marx@200 event will take 
place on Thursday, Oct. 19 at 
4:30 p.m. in Porter Hall 100 
entitled “Robotics, Pittsburgh, 
and the End of Work.”

CMU produces $2.7 billion in economic impact for Pittsburgh

Six goats and Hobo the donkey visit Carnegie Mellon University 
Pittsburgh’s own South 

Side Park welcomed Allegh-
eny GoatScape goats in the 
beginning of August. Mow-
ing goats have become an 
increasingly common phe-
nomenon as city and state 
governments, companies, 
and property owners seek 
to find an environmentally 
friendly way to clear out 
weeds from large spaces. So 
common, in fact, that accord-
ing to the Detroit Free Press, 
the American Federation of 

State County and Municipal 
Employees filed a complaint 
that the hiring of goats by 
Western Michigan University 
eliminated union jobs. David 
Wessell stated that ordinarily 
the plant growth “would be 
cut-down mechanically with 
trimmers by [Facilities Man-
agement and Campus Ser-
vices] gardener staff and/or 
landscape service vendors 
in the month of November 
after plant dieback due to 
temperature freeze” but 
that “because of the specific 
and limited function of Goat 

Grazing in the ornamental 
landscape they do not feel 
threatened in the scope of 
their grounds work.”

This limited scope could 
prove a challenge to planned 
expansion, should the pro-
gram be deemed enough of 
a success. According to David 
Wessell, goats require tracts 
of land spanning around an 
acre and there aren’t many 
that meet this requirement 
that contain the kind of 
growth that the goats clear.

Nevertheless, the hillside 
is now neatly shorn, and the 

goats’ visit sparked an almost 
certainly unprecedented 
interest in environmentally 
conscious methods for 
groundskeeping at Carnegie 
Mellon, if the rubbernecking 
at the Randy Pausch Memo-
rial Bridge is any indica-
tion. This interest is what 
Facilities Management and 
Campus Services and the 
Green Practices committee 
ultimately sought in bring-
ing livestock to campus, 
meaning that this trial run 
will doubtlessly be deemed a 
success.

Lisa Qian/Staff Artist

Aisha Han/Visual Editor 

Professor David Shumway (top) and Kathy M. Newman (bottom) 
created the Marx@200 series to celebrate the impact of Karl Marx. 

Neethi Jayachandran/Junior Staff Photographer

Goats visited Carnegie Mellon last week to clear overgrown vegetation.

GOATS, from A1

SWETA KOTHA
Junior Staffwriter

Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity serves as an “economic 
engine”, providing nearly 
$2.7 billion in annual eco-
nomic impact for the local, 
regional, and state economy 
in Pennsylvania.

Philadelphia’s Econsult 
Solutions explains in a recent 
report from the 2016 fiscal 
year that part of the reason 
Carnegie Mellon has a huge 
spillover effect is because the 
university ensures that its in-
flow of education, research, 
and commercial activities 
are directed into Pittsburgh’s 
economy.

The University’s opera-
tions create over 7,610 jobs 
in the City of Pittsburgh 
and over 12,500 jobs with-
in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, whether they 
are direct, indirect, or in-
duced jobs. These jobs range 
from purchasing food and 
healthcare, real estate living, 
and transportation services, 
although over 70 percent of 
Carnegie Mellon employees 
are in some sort of education-
al services sector. In just the 
city of Pittsburgh alone, the 
economic output from jobs is 
around $1.2 billion.

Additionally, the univer-
sity has spent around $271 
million in capital investments 
and $219 million in certain 
construction over the past 
six years. Over the last year, 

the amount of University 
construction increased by 
almost $40 million, partly 
due to building sites like 
the Cohon Center exten-
sion, which opened mid 
last year, and the David 
A. Tepper Quadrangle, 
opening in 2018.

The university plans to 
upgrade old facilities and 
construct new ones by 
spending around 
$520 million on 
construction 
projects 

through 
2 0 2 2 . 
When such 
l a r g e - s c a l e 
projects hap-
pen, the immediate 
economic impact and 
aftermath is beneficial as 
different jobs and opera-
tions such as technical ser-
vices, manufacturing, waste 
management, etc., increase.

Most of the money 
Carnegie Mellon attains is 
in the form of tuition and 
research grants, so what the 
university exports in terms 
of talent, innovation, and 
engagement has driven itself 
and Pittsburgh. With over 
20,000 alumni in Pittsburgh 

and a collective 13,000 
students, these members 

increase the educational at-
tainment level and wage 
earnings of Pittsburgh’s 
workforce, especially over 
the long run.

Carnegie Mellon utilizes 
its inflow of money to as-
sist student inventors and 
community entrepreneur-
ship. Through services from 

the Center for 
Technology Transfer 
and Enterprise Cre-
ation and the Swartz 
Center for Entrepre-
neurship, students 
and regional entre-
preneurs foster their 

entrepreneurial 
ideas and projects. 

In fact, over the past five 
years, Carnegie Mellon has 
helped over 148 start-up 
companies grow. As much 
as $783 million in venture 
capital funding from 31 of 
these start-ups are located in 
Pittsburgh. They potentially 
attract attention and eco-
nomic boosters from areas 
like Silicon Valley and New 
York City. Some notable proj-
ects include reCAPTCHA and 
Carnegie Robotics. Nearby 
firms include Amazon, 

Disney, Apple, and Google, 
which actively capitalize on 
the university’s talent.

Another noteworthy 
aspect of Carnegie Mellon is 
its diverse geographic distri-
bution of students. Around 
43 percent of Carnegie 

M e l l o n 
students are 

from outside the U.S. 
Their presence cannot be 
understated to just diversify-
ing an area, but also promot-
ing a variety of local services 
through real estate, grocery 
stores, religious establish-
ments, and low-margin busi-
nesses which thrive from the 
certain niche they serve.

Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity also emphasizes students 
and faculty civic engagement 
and community contribution 
to the arts and humanities. 
Right now, the University’s 
Metro21 initiative improves 
metro-related problems to 
facilitate transportation in 
the Pittsburgh area. The 
University’s technological 

projects also help the pub-
lic; Airviz Inc., a Carnegie 
Mellon-based company, has 
marketed Speck, a device 
used to monitor air pollution. 
Over 1,000 of these devices 
are used in the Pittsburgh 
area, and have also spread 
nationwide.

Carnegie Mellon also has 
a highly regarded College of 
Fine Arts, which generates an 
output of talent for the local 
arts scenes in the Pittsburgh 
area. The arts and humanities 
are not just an attractive fac-
tor to the area, but are vital 
in a broad economic scene. 
Pittsburgh’s arts and culture 
scene provide a workforce 
for individuals, attract local 
businesses, and invigorate 
its urban areas with younger 
populations. The Cultural 
District in Pittsburgh is com-
posed of the Ballet Theater, 
Opera, Symphony Orchestra, 
Public Theater, Cultural 
Trust, and more, all of which 
the Carnegie Mellon commu-
nity attends and learns from.

Without a doubt, Carnegie 
Mellon is an esteemed insti-
tution, which provides its 
members with many oppor-
tunities who in return give 
back through monetary re-
turns, community projects, 
talent, and prestige. What is 
important is that the univer-
sity continues to prioritize 
that such economic and so-
cial benefits spread through 
Pittsburgh and influence the 
larger community.



EncompassCMU

Wiegand Gymnasium 
Tuesday, September 19  10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
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NIVEDITA CHOPRA
Special to the Tartan

If you walk into the 
Cohon Center Tuesday and 
Wednesday while taking 
the cooler route to class, 
you may feel out of place 
amongst an exceptionally 
well-dressed crowd, the likes 
of which are rarely seen on 
campus outside of the Tepper 
School of Business. It’s that 
time of year again: various 
companies are here this week 
for EncompassCMU, the 
semester’s largest career fair. 

The fair will take place 
in the Wiegand Gymnasium 

from 10 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. for 
internship opportunities and 2 
p.m. to 5:45 p.m for full-time 
positions, although students 
are welcome to attend either 
session if they have class 
conflicts. If you’re a first-year 
or sophomore, chances are 
that you’re not going. Perhaps 
you intended to go, but are 
now having second thoughts 
given the number of jobs that 
go to upperclass students. 

On the other hand, you may 
be going, but mainly for the 
swag — free stuff, for the un-
initiated. Here are some better 
reasons to go to Encompass-
CMU as an underclassman.

Nothing to lose
Take a moment to sit back 

and think about your dream 
job. 

I bet there will be at least one 
company at EncompassCMU 
where you can get that job, 
or do something related that’s 
equally exciting.  

EncompassCMU is one of 
the few events at which you’ll 
have absolutely nothing to 
lose by talking to recruiters. 
Your passion may even impress 
them enough to land you that 
dream summer job! 

You’ll never know if you 
don’t take the plunge. It just 
might be worth it!

Prep for future fairs
If you’re firmly convinced 

that there’s no way that the 
company of your choice will 
hire a first-year or a sophomore, 
here’s a more practical reason 
to go to EncompassCMU. 

Going to EncompassCMU 
this year is good preparation 
for your following years at 
Carnegie Mellon. Attending 
this semester will allow you 
to feel what it’s like, so that 
you know what to expect 
as an upperclass student. 
Simply walk up to the 
company that you’re eyeing 
for a job in the future, and 
chat with the recruiter. Ask 

about the company’s required 
qualifications and interview 
process, so that you know 
what they’re looking for and 
can be better prepared for the 
following year, when you’re in 
the running for a job.

Small booths are hiring
While you’re at it, check out 

some of the smaller booths that 
none of the upperclassmen are 
going to. Chatting with the 
recruiters there is less stressful 
— sometimes even fun — 
and can definitely boost your 
confidence. And remember, 
they’re hiring, too. So if they 
offer any opportunities you’re 

interested in, go for it! The 
odds of getting that job are 
substantially higher, and the 
company probably pays more 
than traditional summer 
employers. So, hunt out your 
nicest formal clothes and be 
prepared to join the crowd of 
well-dressed students. Draft a 
quick résumé — or update an 
already existing one — and 
print out a few copies. Make a 
name tag, dress nicely, and get 
ready to go.

Editor’s Note: This article ap-
peared in a previous special 
career fairs edition of The  
Tartan.

It’s never too early to find your dream job at EncompassCMU
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
EncompassCMU

Editor’s Note: Attending companies subject to change.

Accenture*
Aerovironment
Ally
Altman Vilandrie & Company
Amazon Lab126
Arconic*
Aspera, an IBM Company
AutoX
AVANGRID (RG&E/NYSEG/CMP/UIL/
CNGS/CG/BCG)
Bank of New York Mellon (BNY Mellon)
Bates White Economic Consulting
Bigstream
BrainCo Inc.
C3 IoT
Capital One*
Central Intelligence Ageny (CIA)
Chewy
Clark Associates, Inc.
CONSOL Energy Inc.
Crown Castle*
Defense Intelligence Agency
Deloitte Consulting
DICK’s Sporting Goods
Direct Energy
Draft Kings
Epic
Erie Insurance Group
Express Scripts
General Motors
Grant Street Group
Highmark Health
Houzz
IBM*
Infinera
Intellect Design Arena Inc.*

505
406
108
103
800
105
506
203
208

202
307
107
303
701
104
500
409
101
405
209
404
402
300
603
106
605
206
702
609
403
602
507
504
302
301

Company Name Booth

Jet.com
KPMG LLP
Lenovo
LORD Corporation
M&T Bank
Marine Corps Officer Programs 
Pittsburgh
Mimosa Networks
Mylan
National Security Agency (NSA)*
Navigant
New York Independent System 
Operator (NYISO)
Northrop Grumman Corporation*
NYU Langone Health
One Energy Enterprises LLC
PNC Financial Services
PwC
ROBLOX
SCA Technologies
ServiceLink
Soar Technology, Inc.
Tata Consultancy Services*
TeleTracking Technologies Inc.
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
Uber*
United States Army
UnitedHealth Group
UPMC
US Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA/CTP)
Venture for America
VMware, Inc.*
West Monroe Partners
Western Digital
Wolf Den Associates

305
604
205
407
102
801

304
109
400
508
608

600
606
204
200
700
503
704
201
207
703
306
401
705
501

308-309
509
601

408
100
607
502
802

Company Name Booth

*CPDC Career Partner   

10 a.m.–5 p.m. in Wiegand Gymnasium
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FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

As one of the youngest top uni-
versities making a name for itself, 
Carnegie Mellon does not shy away 
from celebrating the innovations 
and accomplishments achieved in 
the short few decades since its rela-
tively recent fusion in 1967. Since 
the founding of Carnegie Institute of 
Technology in 1900, we have trans-
formed from a small vocational 
school to an internationally re-
nowned research university 
with a range of full-fledged 
interdisciplinary pro-
grams and exceptional 
engineering, computer 
science and business 
programs.

As Carnegie 
Mellon turns 50 
years old this fall, 
the university is 
taking advantage 
of the opportunity 
to publicize its his-
tory and praise our 
founders, Andrew 
Carnegie and 
Andrew Mellon. 
We should, indeed, 
celebrate the tre-
mendous growth of 
the university and 
reflect upon our his-
tory with pride. How-
ever, we should not gloss 
over the darker aspects of 
our history and paint the 
portraits of our founders like 
flawless heroes.

The unfortunate truth is that 
Carnegie Mellon was not as progres-
sive and tolerant in the past as it has 
become in the present, and can we 
easily pinpoint our founders’ identity 
and influence with a few sentences 
about their wealth and philanthropy. 
Andrew Carnegie, the founder of 
Carnegie Institute of Technology in 
1900, heavily funded the research 
of eugenics, a subject concerning 
using different practices to improve 
the gene pool of humans. Some of 
these practices include advocating 
sexual abstinence for certain popu-
lations, involuntary sterilization of 
criminals, the population with dis-
abilities or traits deemed to be un-
desirable, and compulsory abortion. 

Carnegie Institute of Washington 
Station of Experimental Evolution, 
funded by Andrew Carnegie, car-
ried out research and experiments 
for over three decades. This chapter 
of history of Carnegie Mellon and 

its founders is often overlooked, but 
reflecting upon the inglorious past 
prevents us from stepping into the 
future with ignorant blithe.

Diversity and equality at Carnegie 
Mellon have certainly come a long 
way since the early days of the uni-
versity. In 2017, the number of fe-
male students enrolled in the first 
year class of the School of Computer 
Science has, for the first time, ex-
ceeded the number of male students. 
A new Student Center for Diversity 
and Inclusion opened this fall, aim-
ing to create a more open, accessible 

environment for students to have 
conversations regarding diversity. 
But though it is undeniably diverse 
now, Carnegie Mellon was hesitant 
to integrate women into its academic 
programs until 1973. Women who 
wished to study at Carnegie Mellon 
University before 1973 had to at-
tend Margaret Morrison Carnegie 

College, a women’s college and 
vocational school. Even though 

it has been decades since we 
have become a coeduca-

tional institution, the male 
population of Carnegie 

Mellon has been tradi-
tionally larger than the 
female, and the racial 
distribution has been 
far from even.

The recount of 
Carnegie Mellon’s 
history given by 
the university in-
cludes no mention 
of the imperfec-
tion of the univer-
sity, nor does it 
explicate how the 

institution would 
respond to these 

shortcomings. This 
attitude, although 

understandable at 
a celebratory time, 

is dangerous, just like 
the ignorant optimism 

steered by the peaceful, 
untroubled appearance. This 

is a common human mistake 
when looking back on history, es-

pecially when the subject involved 
seems to be successful at a glance; 
temporary prosperity wipes the 
memory of the unpleasant past that 
seemed to amount to nothing, but 
an unfortunate past is just as impor-
tant as, if not more than, the pillars 
that constructed success. 

At the 50th anniversary of the 
university, it is crucial for us to exam-
ine the missteps we have made along 
the way, so we can tread farther on 
the road of growth, and continue to 
innovate and progress. We should 
not be distracted by the seemingly 
perfect image of history and believe 
that we have done everything right 
to get up to this point.

© 2012 The Tartan, all rights reserved.
Library of Congress ISSN: 0890-3107

A6 « thetartan.org/forum The Tartan »  September 18, 2017

COPY
Kendra Adegbesan, Apeksha Atal, Erica 
Choe, Jade Crockem, Sinead Foley, Zachary 
Goldstein, Lydia Green, Mel Kerber, Juhyung 
Park, Ian Tanaya, Theodore Teichman

ADVERTISING
Benjamin Stern, Andy Gao

BUSINESS
Lindsey Shi

JADE CROCKEM*
Publisher

INDIA PRICE* 
Editor-in-Chief

SARAH ELIZABETH BENDER
Forum Editor 

VALENE MEZMIN
News Editor

JOSH ANDAH
SciTech Editor

YIYUAN CHEN
Staffwriter

SYDNEY ROSLIN
Staffwriter

LYDIA GREEN*
Operations Manager

SINEAD FOLEY
Pillbox Editor

APEKSHA ATAL
Pillbox Editor

IZZY SIO
Assistant Pillbox Editor

JULIE SANSCARTIER
Comics Editor

IAN TANAYA
Sports Editor

MARIKA YANG
Assistant Sports Editor

COREY EMERY
Advertising Manager

SOPHIA CHENG
Business Manager

GEAR JIANTHANAKANON
Systems Manager

RUTH SCHERR
Copy Manager

THEODORE TEICHMAN
Visual Editor

AISHA HAN*
Visual Editor

ZICHEN LIU
Photo Editor

PAULINE TING
Online Editor

ABHISHEK TAYAL*
Layout Manager

Anniversary celebration cannot erase past mistakes

Transgender military ban embodies harmful prejudice
When Donald Trump announced 

his intention to ban transgender 
troops from serving in the military, 
there was an outcry from a signifi-
cant portion of the population. But 
the knee-jerk, poorly-thought-out 
decision should inspire concern and 
outrage in everyone, regardless of 
political affiliation or other beliefs. 
The issue at hand is about more than 
preventing someone from going 
through military training or serving 
in a war. It’s about the blatant de-
nial of basic human rights to which 
all Americans should be entitled, 
and the singling out of a vulnerable 
group in a way that harmfully paints 
them as an other.

Trump’s decision, which was was 
first announced in a series of tweets, 
would reverse steps Barack Obama 
took during his presidency to make it 
easier for LGBTQ individuals to serve 
in the military. Trump claims that 
financial concerns related to transi-
tioning and hormone therapy led him 
to declare a ban — but those concerns 
are based in inaccuracies. Far from 
“burdening” the military with out-
rageous medical costs, gender tran-
sition-related health care coverage 
would increase spending by only $2.4 
million – $8.4 million — 0.04–0.13 
percent — annually. (In contrast, Mil-
itary Times has reported that the De-

partment of Defense spends roughly 
ten times that amount — around 
$84 million — on erectile disfunction 
medications like Viagra.)

Estimates of transgender service 
members vary widely, but the num-
ber could be as high as 15,000. That 
means that Trump wants to belittle 
and dismiss as many as 15,000 indi-
viduals who are willing to put their 
lives on the line to protect each and 
every person in this country, even 
him. With less than one percent of 
Americans willing to enlist in the 
military, we should be grateful for 
all of the brave people who volunteer 
their service. Trump’s ingratitude is 
almost as great as his hypocrisy.

The American Civil Liberties 
Union filed a motion for an injunc-
tion of the ban. Senator John McCain 
(R-AZ), the top Republican on the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, 
has also come forward to challenge 
the ban. He joined Senator Jack 
Reed (D-RI), Kristen Gillibrand (D-
NY), and Susan Collins (R-ME) in in-
troducing a bill that will prevent the 
president from moving forward with 
the order.

The bill would stop the Pentagon 
from denying the reenlistment of 
transgender troops currently in ser-
vice based on their gender identity, 
and require Defense Secretary James 

Mattis to continue with the training 
of transgender troops already re-
cruited before Trump announced the 
ban.

Additionally, Mattis has stated 
that his department will continue to 
discuss the implementation of the 
bill. In the meantime, transgender 
Americans already serving are per-
mitted to reenlist.

This deliberation surrounding 
Trump’s announcement shows that 
the decision is in no way final at this 
point, but it is more important now 
than ever that it is fought and over-
ruled. If Trump can decide to take 
away some rights that should be 
guaranteed to citizens of this country 
and get away with it, there’s no rea-
son he couldn’t start to strip people 
of other rights as well. We must draw 
a line, and we must draw it now, in 
time to protect a vulnerable group in 
society from being treated unfairly 
and cast aside.

The freedom to serve in the mili-
tary is not one that can be taken away 
based on gender identity, any more 
than it can be denied on a basis of 
race or sexuality. Transgender peo-
ple are not a burden, financially or in 
any other way. We as Americans, as 
human beings, cannot allow some-
thing so based in prejudice and mis-
information to become a reality.

Tourists should offer aid 
to islands during crises

NINA NELLY KOWALEWSKI

The “Friendly Island” of Saint 
Martin and its neighboring com-
pany are in for a not-so-friendly 
time after the region surround-
ing the Caribbean was battered by 
Hurricane Irma, a category four 
storm and one of the strongest of its 
kind to hit the area in several years. 
In its wake, Irma left the popular 
island destinations barely habitable 
and in chaos. Every picture that sur-
faces on the internet or Facebook is 
a testament to total destruction of 
the entire island. Both sides of the 
island, the Dutch and the French, 
look as though a massive bomb has 
exploded and left everything, in-
cluding the palm trees, broken and 
in shambles.

As an international vacation 
spot, the economy there relies al-
most entirely on tourism — but in 
the off season, while the main tour-
ist spell is over, the native commu-
nity including many foreigners who 
provide services for tourists, are 
being left to fend for themselves. 
After the initial uproar of the hur-
ricane hitting the island, the trag-
edy has not been given very much 
more attention in the news. While 
the French and the Dutch govern-
ment did send their armies to help 
restore security and will pour a lot 
of their own resources to rebuild 
the infrastructure and the econo-
my, shouldn’t the same people who 
come for the resorts and the beach-
es and the sun-soaked fun times re-
fuse to turn their backs when it’s not 
so fun anymore?

With most of the infrastructure 
left destroyed and splintered in the 
streets, resources have depleted 
rapidly, and with most of the food 

gone, Saint Martin has been left in 
despair. With nowhere to go and 
nowhere to turn to, many of its in-
habitants have resorted to plunder-
ing any of the remaining supplies, 
resulting in fighting breaking out 
among the streets — a rather stark 
and dark contrast to its affectionate 
moniker as “The Friendly Island.”

It has been almost a week. There 
should be a massive international 
effort for relief right now. Instead, 
the international community con-
sciously leaving the island on its 
own in such catastrophic condi-
tion amounts to nothing more than 
leisure-based exploitation at its fin-
est. After all, the island has been a 
summer destination for the middle, 
but mostly upper, classes from all 
over the world. Dr. John Markoff, 
a sociology professor from the 
University of Pittsburgh, has visited 
the island numerous times, and has 
met people from many South Amer-
ican countries, Europe, as well as 
lots of Americans. “We met people 
even from Russia and Poland, and 
often found ourselves speaking 
Spanish as often as French while 
staying there,” he said in a brief in-
terview with me, markedly illustrat-
ing the vast international diversity 
among the tourist population that 
floods to the island during its most 
popular summer months.

The last time the 100 square km 
region was left ravaged in such epic 
proportions was under the intensity 
of Hurricane Luis during the hur-
ricane season of 1995, rendering 
much of the island of Saint Martin 
entirely uninhabitable. This was 
over twenty years ago — and now 
it’s happening again with no bet-
ter efforts and no better prepara-
tions. 20 years ago some of the little 
towns and communities in Saint 

Harvey responses reveal 
hypocrisy of politicians

JUHYUNG PARK
Junior Staffwriter

On Oct. 26, 2012, four states 
(NY, MD, NC, PA) and the District of 
Columbia declared a state of emer-
gency in preparation for Hurricane 
Sandy. Over the ensuing weekend, 
four more states (NJ, CT, MA, RI) 
joined them. With winds up to 80 
mph, Hurricane Sandy approached 
land as a Category 2 storm on Mon-
day, Oct. 29, depriving 7.9 mil-
lion households and businesses 
of electrical power. The tropical 
cyclone closed the New York Stock 
Exchange, the United Nations head-
quarters, countless government of-
fices, and a myriad of transit servic-
es throughout the region, leaving 11 
million commuters stranded.

In the following months, Con-
gress scrambled to draft a bill to pro-
vide relief to Hurricane Sandy vic-
tims. Ultimately, on Jan. 29, 2013, 
Congress approved the Disaster 
Relief Appropriations Act. However, 
to the surprise of many, 179 House 
Republicans voted against the 
package, with 23 out of 24 Texas 
Republicans voting no.

Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) was a 
notably outspoken opponent of the 
relief package. “Emergency relief 
for the families who are suffering 
from this natural disaster should 
not be used as a Christmas tree for 

billions in unrelated spending,” said 
Cruz. “The United States Senate 
should not be in the business of ex-
ploiting victims of natural disasters 
to fund pork projects that further 
expand our debt.”

Cruz’s characterization that the 
package was “[funding] pork proj-
ects” and “a Christmas tree for bil-
lions in unrelated spending” was 
short-lived, however. Upon the 
Obama administration’s request, 
the Congressional Research Service 
issued a report on Feb. 29 that veri-
fied that virtually all of the funds 
were being allocated towards actual 
relief and restoration projects.

Today, with the recent impacts 
of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, we 
sense the unpleasant feeling of déjà 
vu as we watch politicians respond 
to the catastrophes in Texas and 
Florida.

“This storm has done historic 
damage to Houston, my home-
town… the flooding has exceeded 
anything the city has ever seen be-
fore,” said Cruz on MSNBC, Aug. 28. 
In response to a question by Katy Tur 
regarding his change in stance on 
federal aid from Hurricane Sandy 
to Harvey, Cruz replied that “there’s 
time for political sniping later; I 
think our focus needs to be on this 
crisis and this disaster… two-thirds 

See ST. MARTIN, A7

See HYPOCRISY, A7

Anna Li/Junior Staff Artist



September 18, 2017 « The Tartan thetartan.org/forum » A7

Grading system places burden of stress on CMU students

of that bill had nothing to do with 
Sandy.”

Since his controversial remarks, 
numerous political figures have 
called out Cruz for his alleged dou-
ble standard.

“Many Texas reps and notori-
ously, @SenTedCruz fought against 
Sandy aid, so crucial to CT,” posted 
Rep. Jim Himes (D-CT) on Twitter. 
“Going with my better angels to 
fight FOR Texas aid.”

A more pointed critique was 
issued by New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie who told CNN that Cruz 
is “repeating the same reprehen-
sible lies about what happened in 
Sandy [and] called on Congress 
Wednesday morning to work quick-
ly on a bill to aid Texas after Hurri-
cane Harvey.”

Before accusing Cruz and other 
Texas Republicans with hypoc-
risy, we ought to make some con-
cessions. Hurricane Harvey was 
truly an unprecedented Category 4 
storm, with winds up to 130 mph, 
that indisputably wreaked greater 
havoc on the South than Sandy did 
on the Northeast.

Nonetheless, despite the differ-
ence in magnitude of these storms, 
what should remain constant is the 
consensus of members of Congress 
from around the United States to 
provide relief and aid to regions 
in need. This is not an issue that 
specifically pertains to liberals or 
conservatives; it is an issue that 
plagues the political system as a 
whole.

Granted, the fixed stance of 
Texas Republicans, such as that 
of Cruz, that the Disaster Relief 
Appropriations Act of 2013 was 
a misallocation of funds — even 
with the aforementioned report 
that reinforced the integrity of the 
bill — makes it easy to point fingers 
at those Republicans for hypocrisy 
and politicization of such crises, 
especially at a time when the same 
politicians are urging for federal 
aid for Hurricane Harvey victims in 
“red states.”

Yet, we must take a look at the 
broader picture. We constantly wit-
ness debates on both sides of the 
aisle about “politicizing” events 
such as mass shootings, natural 
disasters, and other nation-wide 
emergencies.

This impasse, perpetuated by 
the growing divide between the two 
major political parties, must cease 
in the name of unity. Sure, debates 
can be fruitful and are often nec-
essary; politics requires citizens to 
engage in discourse on the nation’s 
most pressing issues. Nevertheless, 
certain values — in this case, the 
safety of citizens — must transcend 
political wrangle; after all, one of 
the most fundamental responsibili-
ties of governments is to maintain 
the welfare of its citizens. Adopting 
this mentality is the only way that 
the United States can dispose of the 
persistent regionalism and polariza-
tion that divides society. Without it, 
the victims of Hurricanes Sandy, 
Harvey, and Irma will only be re-
membered as statistics from a poli-
tician’s speech.

HYPOCRISY from A6

ST. MARTIN from A6

St. Martin needs international relief Politicizing national 
disasters risks victims

Martin and Sint Maarten were left 
without water and electricity for 
three months. Today, the French 
and the Dutch army need to protect 
citizens against armed gangs trying 
to steal water and food, scarce com-
modities. Yet, despite the immediate 
efforts of the French and the Dutch, 
sleeping in the street may be the 
only option for many days to come 
for the numerous people who have 
lost their homes.

I was hoping that the 

international community of Saint 
Martin’s vacationers would react to 
immediately start organizing fun-
draising, just as we are doing for 
those afflicted by Hurricane Harvey, 
even if it means only helping one 
victim of the hurricane at a time 
to restore their lives. I am not the 
only one who is concerned that the 
devastated Saint Martin may need 
the help of the very people who 
used to flock to it when it looked like 
a paradise.

Dr. Markoff is also afraid that, 
once the hurricane has vanished, 
so will the global attention to the 
island. He and his wife are trying 
to get in touch with the people who 
work there and whom they got to 
know throughout years, but it has 
taken a long time to find even the 
first person by posting and using 
their connections via Facebook.

With Saint Martin being a speck-
le of land in a vast body of water and 
its international airport destroyed 
by the hurricane, even the people 
who love this place and would like to 
help feel powerless. Unless there is 

an international and outside relief 
effort spurred by an organiza-

tion with the means for sending 
goods and donations to Saint 
Martin, the people of the tiny 
paradise will live in an isolated 
hell for a long time to come.

Nina Nelly Kowalewski 
(@nkowalew) is  a Staffwriter 
for The Tartan.
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DENIS MERIGOUX
Junior Staffwriter

When I arrived at Carnegie 
Mellon one year ago for my Masters, 
I knew that the school would be dif-

ferent than my French undergrad. 
And indeed, as I discovered its 

quirks and customs, I began to blend 
into its environment and assimilate 
its culture. Nevertheless, a num-
ber of things still surprise me here, 
and I wanted to bring into this col-
umn an outsider’s perspective that 
will hopefully highlight a different 
way of solving Carnegie Mellon’s 
problems.

To begin, I would like to discuss 
the university’s grading policy, at 
least in the computer science de-
partment, which is the one I know 
the most. I am still impressed by the 

level of excellence that is 
expected of the students, 
especially with the “as-
signments are 50 per-
cent of the grade” policy 
that really emphasizes a 
practical knowledge that 
is complementary to the 
theory. But while I was 
struggling, like everyone 

else, to complete all my assignments 
and projects, I realized something 
else about the grading policy: it 
does not reward those who are able 
to quickly acquire new knowledge 
and apply it, but rather those who 
are able to spend the most time 
completing tasks to avoid making 
any mistakes.

This article is not a rant about 
the courses’ difficulty; it is precisely 
the difficulty that makes a Carnegie 
Mellon education so valuable. Rath-
er, what I am trying to convey is that 
having a high 70/80/90 percent 
grade cutoff with expected-to-be-
completed assignments and close-
to-lecture exams incentivizes the 
students to adopt a harmful behav-
ior due to increased stress. To bet-
ter explain it, let us suppose that for 
some reason, you fail a typical as-
signment worth 12 percent of your 
total grade and score 45 percent on 
it. Then, you know that you have 
lost 6.6 percent of your total grade, 
and coming back to a 70 percent av-
erage necessitates that you score a 
95 percent on the next assignment.

This example shows that one 
temporary weakness during the se-
mester can actually be disastrous 
for students, especially given what 
retaking a class entails. Repaying 
thousands of dollars for educational 
material you have already seen, and 
maybe even postponing your ex-
pected graduation, can have huge 
consequences for your future. Given 
that, it is no wonder why the stress 
culture at Carnegie Mellon exists.

Some might say that it is the 
price to pay for excellence. To those, 
I would argue that there is a balance 

to be found. From my expe-
rience, I might have some 
clues on how to tweak the 
grading system to reduce 
the level of stress it applies 
on students while expect-
ing the same excellence. 
The first proposition would 
be to lower the grade cutoff 
to something like 50/75/90 
percent, to reduce the im-
pact of a single failure over 
the semester. However, to 

keep the same level 
of difficulty, 

assignments and exams should be 
designed a little bit differently: the 
first half of the points should be win-
nable with a basic understanding of 
the course’s concepts, and the latter 
half would require students to dev-
elop more complex reasoning with-
out the lecture material’s help.

I know this design is very difficult 
to implement, especially for pro-
gramming assignments whose com-
pletion status is more binary: either 
the implementation is correct, or 
there is still a bug to fix. I also know 
that most professors and teaching 
assistants work hard to ensure the 
fairness of the grading. But what I 
propose is, I think, a change in phi-
losophy of how assignments and ex-
ams are designed: instead of making 
all problems solvable by everybody 
in infinite time, make one part of it 
easier and another part more chal-
lenging, with a more pronounced 
difficulty gradient.

My second proposition is some-
thing that is mundane in France 
but apparently disruptive here. 
Everyone knows how easy it is to fail 
an exam: lack of sleep, temporary 
indisposition, anxiety attack during 
exam time. That is why in France 
and other countries, students are 
guaranteed another chance. When 
your total grade is below C, you can 
re-take the final exam for free in 
hopes of getting a higher grade. If 
you succeed, you can improve your 
final course grade and get a C with-
out taking the course again. The 
second wave of exams is usually or-
ganized once or twice a year, during 
the vacations just before the semes-
ter begins.

Rattrapages, as they’re called, 
are so common that some students 
(especially those who work part-
time during their studies) don’t even 
come to the first series of exams be-
cause they know they won’t be able 
to study everything in time. Without 
going to such extremes, the possibil-
ity of re-taking an exam is a huge 
deal concerning stress: when you 
know you will have a second chance, 
anxiety is less likely to kick in and 
hinder you. This does not gives you 
a free you-passed-the-course ticket: 
it gives you more time and opportu-
nity to show that you have acquired 
the required knowledge.

Obviously, this procedure would 
entail a financial loss for the uni-
versity: fewer students retaking and 
paying for courses, plus the cost of 
organizing a second wave of exams. 
However, these additional funds 
could come from the last 3 percent 
undergraduate tuition increase, rep-
resenting million dollars more per 
year. With these new ideas, I hope 
that Carnegie Mellon’s grading sys-
tem would become a lesser factor in 
the stress burden shared by many 
students.

Icon by Paola Mathus.

Editor’s note:  Transatlantic 
Thoughts is a weekly column 
that examines Carnegie Mellon’s 
student life from a foreigner’s 
perspective.
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MADELINE KIM

Privilege — a word we’ve all be-
come acquaintanced with. We are 
constantly told to check how aspects 
of our lives, many of which are out-
side our control, give us societal 
advantages and blind us from po-
tential hardships others face. White 
privilege, male privilege, class privi-
lege... we have heard about those. 
It is important to keep this dialogue 
going and understand how our privi-
lege can shape our perspectives so 
that we can better understand those 
from varying backgrounds. Howev-
er, there is one that is not discussed 
but probably should be, especially 
in light of current events such as the 
current political climate in Venezue-
la, which is currently heading toward 
a dictatorship.

The privilege of not having dealt 
with the impacts of communism is 
the one we will be discussing today.

I am privileged in this sense, too. 
The only exposure to communism 
that I have faced was reading about it 

from a safe distance in the comfort of 
the school’s classroom. I could read 
and stay up studying for my exam 
on the Cold War, but I understand 
that learning about the facts in such 
a sheltered environment could not 
fully convey the human costs that 
communism bore.

I can fully understand why one 
may find communism appealing, es-
pecially in this political climate. In a 
time when job prospects look bleak 
at best and the gap between the eco-
nomic haves and have-nots increase, 
people want change from the status 
quo and will be more willing to risk 
venturing off to an economic policy 
that promises a chance for equity and 
overall well-being for all, not just a 
select few.

It is worth stating that every eco-
nomic ideology has flaws. A pure lais-
sez-faire economy is another extreme 
end that is not sustainable, and econ-
omists will generally agree that some 
government intervention is neces-
sary to ensure a fair economy. One 
of the ten principles of economics 
states that “governments can some-
times improve economic outcomes.” 
By stimulating the economy when 

the market is not running smoothly, 
government can stimulate an oth-
erwise struggling market and give it 
the boost that it needs to pick back 
up again.

Thus, we find ourselves in the 
middle — a relatively free market 
that provides some subsidies as a 
safety net to provide for the poor. 
Services such as food stamps and un-
employment benefits attempt to close 
the gap between those who are and 
are not struggling socioeconomically. 
However, many could argue that so-
ciety is not doing enough and that the 
people deserve a much more radical 
change — specifically, breaking away 
from capitalism and straight into 
communism.

To some extent, this seems logi-
cal. If something is failing — in this 
case, our economic policies — try to 
implement a change in input to get a 
change in output. However, we can-
not dismiss history or contemporary 
events while we make our decisions. 
To be able to dismiss the hundreds 
of lives affected by China’s Cultural 
Revolution (1966–1976) or the rising 
death toll in Venezuela now as “not 
real communism” is to display one’s 

privilege and complacency. Perhaps 
these were horrible implementations 
of communism, but it is worth noting 
that one of the problems with com-
munism is that people are virtually 
incapable, if not completely, of trans-
forming this utopia into reality.

This was seen here at Carnegie 
Mellon on Sept. 13 in Porter Hall 100. 
English professors Kathy M. Newman 
and David Shumway discussed com-
munism through differing lenses. 
Professor Newman used the visual 
arts, which illustrated Marx as if he 
were a pop icon instead of a theorist, 
and Professor Shumway used reason-
ing to explain the logistics behind 
communism. The artwork could be 
universally agreed to be aestheti-
cally pleasing regardless of politics, 
and the wish for communism was 
logical. No sound person would be 
able to object to a society where lib-
erty and equality reign, yet the ac-
tual implementation of Marx’s utopia 
is not nearly as simple as verbally 
advocating freedom and equality. 
Yes, capitalism has heavy flaws, and 
people from all areas of the political 
spectrum must converge to create a 
society in which we can ensure the 

well-being of our people and our so-
ciety as a whole. However, forcing a 
radical economic change, especially 
one in a short amount of time, is cata-
strophic at best.

Perhaps Karl Marx had his heart in 
the right place, and perhaps he would 
have been appalled that his ideology 
was used to defend the regimes that 
claimed to center around his vision. 
However, the fragility between life 
and death is merciless and does not 
bow down to intention. Che Guevara, 
who originally wanted to end class 
struggles and emotionally expressed 
it in his autobiography The Motorcycle 
Diaries, ended up claiming lives in 
order to progress his ideology. Fidel 
Castro, whom Justin Trudeau infa-
mously considered a “friend”, had 
a drastically different perception by 
Florida senator and Cuban-American 
Marco Rubio, who felt the impact 
from a far more personal level.

Not having been impacted by 
communism is not the issue at hand. 
Willfully ignoring the blood on com-
munist regimes’ and rulers’ hands is.

Madeline Kim (@madelink) is  a 
Staffwriter for The Tartan.

Real communism only sounds ideal to those with privilege

Free speech protects unpopular opinions, not dangerous ones

LYDIA GREEN

Scrolling through my social media 
feeds, I see the expected: conserva-
tives arguing with liberals. But I also 
see an equal amount of liberals argu-
ing with fellow liberals, sometimes 
about which politicians are good 
people, sometimes about what issues 
are important, and sometimes it’s 
honestly just petty bickering. With 
the very conservative Republican 
government that we have right now, 
it is important that liberals work to-
gether as a team, and in order to do 
so, liberals must learn the rationale 
behind each of the current factions 
of liberalism. Despite the diversity 
within liberalism, there is much 
more that liberals hold in common.

One large source of contention 
among liberals right now is the 2016 
Democratic primaries. Although 
Senator Bernie Sanders (I–VT) was 
not widely loved — he lost the pri-
maries by a significant 12 percent 

margin — he was loved very deeply 
by his supporters. Some loved him 
for his economically progressive 
platform, with enthusiastic sup-
port for things like income equality, 
free public education, and universal 
health care. Others appreciated his 
unlikely path to political success as 
an independent, not beholden to any 
political party or wealthy donor, and 
how Sanders continued this inde-
pendence throughout his campaign 
by funding the majority of the cam-
paign through small donations from 
regular citizens.

Sanders supporters were highly 
disappointed when Sanders did not 
win the nomination and felt that it 
was because of the DNC’s hesitance 
to support the independent candi-
date. They felt that the Democratic 
Party’s rejection of Sanders was a 
sign of the Party’s centrism, and be-
lieved that Hillary Clinton, too, of-
ten compromised on liberal policy 
just to remain in power. Sanders 
supporters’ backing of Clinton was, 
therefore, lukewarm at best. These 
Sanders supporters might believe 
that Clinton lost the general election 
because she was not liberal enough 

and felt too entitled to votes.
What Sanders supporters might 

find surprising is that many people 
supported Clinton for similar rea-
sons to why people supported Sand-
ers: she planned to advance the most 
socially and economically liberal 
platform that the Democratic party 
has ever seen in a general election. 
Gettysburg College Democrats post-
ed a series of images to their Face-
book page last October of students 
holding up whiteboards with reasons 
that they were voting for Clinton 
on them, and many of the reasons, 
like “She supports a pathway to full 
and equal citizenship” and “She’s a 
progressive who gets things done,” 
mirrored the sentiments of Sanders 
supporters when praising their can-
didate. Others liked the fact that she 
was one of the first women in history 
to seriously vie for the U.S. presi-
dency and felt that having a woman 
president, given this nation’s his-
tory, would make it possible for girls 
to grow up feeling like their gender 
would not hinder the achievement of 
their dreams.

Clinton supporters, who believed 
that Clinton was as good as, if not 

better than, Sanders, were upset that 
many Sanders supporters only saw 
Clinton as the better of two evils. 
In fact, enough Sanders supporters 
didn’t vote for Clinton in the general 
election (either voting for a different 
candidate or not voting altogether) 
that had they felt more enthusias-
tic about Clinton, they could have 
changed the outcome of the general 
election. Clinton supporters also feel 
that the “email scandal” syphoned 
off potential Clinton voters from the 
right in addition to the rampant sex-
ism expressed by Donald Trump, as 
this base of voters increasingly found 
Clinton untrustworthy and deserv-
ing of punishment.

Even liberals who never support-
ed Sanders can surely see that he 
was a unique candidate full of pas-
sion and big dreams for the nation 
and can acknowledge that his ac-
countability and independence are 
refreshing. Liberals who did not sup-
port Clinton can find similar refresh-
ment from the idea of more women 
in power. Additionally, Clinton sup-
porters, Sanders supporters, and 
other liberals alike can understand 
feeling upset when your candidate 

loses and the desire to blame exter-
nal factors, be they the DNC or Rus-
sian hackers. We can all agree that 
neither major Democratic candi-
date was perfect, but they both had 
strengths. Both the primary and gen-
eral elections of 2016 are over. We 
need to acknowledge the residual 
hurt and disappointment that we are 
all feeling from last year so we can 
move forward together.

The need to come together with 
others in order to get things done 
is inherent to democracy, which 
means that liberals must unite be-
fore we can make tangible political 
change happen. Instead of deciding 
which 2016 candidates were bet-
ter or worse, or which liberal issues 
are more or less important, liberals 
should try to learn why other liber-
als support candidates and issues 
that they don’t support. If we all 
learn more about each other, we will 
find the values we have in common 
that make us liberals, we will learn 
to trust each other, and we will learn 
to work together.

Lydia Green (@lydiag) is  a Staff-
writer for The Tartan.

Division among liberals can lead to catastrophic results

PRATHAM GUPTA
Junior Staffwriter

A star NFL quarterback has been 
blacklisted for daring to protest 
the national anthem on behalf of 
a minority community. Violence 
has erupted on college campuses 
all over the country in response to 
‘alt-right’ rallies and controversial 
speakers such as Milo Yiannopoulos. 
A Harvard-educated Google employ-
ee was fired for writing a manifesto 
saying women are biologically infe-
rior to men.

Freedom of speech and expres-
sion and its limitations has become 
the defining sociopolitical issue of 
our era. The burning question on ev-
eryone’s minds today is whether or 
not hate speech is protected under 
the First Amendment.

The answer is “Yes.” There is no 
hate speech exception to the First 
Amendment.

Justice Samuel Alito of the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
(SCOTUS) recently wrote, “Speech 
that demeans on the basis of race, 
ethnicity, gender, religion, age, dis-
ability, or any other similar ground 
is hateful; but the proudest boast of 
our free speech jurisprudence is that 
we protect the freedom to express 
the thoughts that we hate.”

As with every law however, there 
are certain expectations. SCOTUS 
established in 1919 with Schenck 
v. United States that while the First 
Amendment guarantees freedom of 
speech, it does not protect danger-
ous speech or rhetoric that could 
lead to “imminent lawless action.”

The modern alt-right movement 
is a modern coalition of neo-Nazism, 
filled with white supremacy, anti-
semitism, fascism, homophobia, and 
misogyny. Having existed on the 
fringes of society for decades, they 
were suddenly catapulted into the 
spotlight due to the actions of a few 
individuals such as Stephen Bannon, 
Richard Spencer, and of course, the 
leader of the free world.

On Nov. 8th, 2016, this move-

ment achieved their biggest coup 
yet — they successfully managed to 
gain supporters and sympathizers 
in all three branches of the govern-
ment in one fell swoop. The bigger 
surprise, however, has been how 
ineffectual this coalition has been. 
Legislation such as the transgender 
military ban, building a wall across 
the entirety of the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der, and Trump’s cooperation with 
“Chuck and Nancy” to formalize 
Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals (DACA) seems to indicate that 
the alt-right legislative agenda has 
amounted to a complete failure.

Even though there hasn’t been 
a definitive legislative accomplish-
ment yet, that’s not to say the alt-
right hasn’t been victorious in its 
own right. News about the alt-right 
has become commonplace and 
while many of their actions 
would’ve triggered out-
rage just a year ago, 
now it’s the new 
normal. The 24-
hour media cycle 
has led to us for-
get that the 
president not 
only refused 
to denounce 
white suprem-
acy, but actively 
defended it.

This has further 
emboldened proponents 
of this flawed ideology to 
further spread their 
vitriol. Their new 
argument is that 
they can say 
whatever they 
feel like say-
ing — no matter 
its effect — due to 
the First Amendment, 
which protects free-
dom of expression.

These claims 
are simply false.

The First Am-
endment only pro-
tects freedom of ex-

pression when it is evident it will not 
lead to imminent violence. The very 
purpose of these “free speech” ral-
lies and demonstrations is to incite 
anarchy. In fact, the very purpose of 
the alt-right coalition is to encour-
age violence against specific minor-
ity and marginalized communities 
such as black communities and the 
LGBTQ community, for example.

These groups defend themselves 
by saying that their rallies are pro-
tected under the First Amendment. 
Their claims that they’re here for 
a peaceful demonstration fall flat 
when they march on streets armed 
to the teeth. They not only violated 
their 400 people protest permit in 
Charlottesville, but explicitly told 
all attendees to bring their firearms 
with them. If that’s not preparing 

for bloodshed, I don’t 
know what is.

We have 

learned, however, that just because 
those who belong to the alt-right, or 
at least sympathize with them, occu-
py positions of extreme importance 
in our government doesn’t mean 
that they can continue to propagate 
hatred without consequences.

The Twitter account 
@YesYoureRacist solicited the iden-
tities of those who attended the 
white supremacist rally in Charlot-
tesville in August. After discover-
ing these identities, employers were 
notified that certain employees were 
white supremacists — and these 
companies now faced a choice. They 
could either defend the indefen-
sible, or they could let these people 
go.

There was no contest. The re-
sponse was swift and immediate. 

Cole White was fired from his job 
at Top Dog, a popular hot dog res-
taurant in Berkeley, California. The 
website hosting service GoDaddy 
removed the neo-Nazi website Daily 
Stormer off its servers. The afore-
mentioned actions have led to com-
panies such as PayPal, Airbnb, and 
Google, which suspended the ac-
counts of alt-right users, to be sued 
under the claim that these firings 
are in direct violation to the First 
Amendment — that one cannot 
fire an employee for their political 
views.

This is patently false.
The government cannot censor 

speech; however, the same does not 
apply to the private sector. These 
individuals are fired not for their 
political views but for rather how 
their actions reflect upon their em-

ployer. No one is fired for 
being liberal or conser-

vative but rather for 
being white suprema-
cist, misogynistic, or 
homophobic. This 
was also the case for 

the participants of the 
‘Unite the Right’ rally in 
Charlottesville.

The lesson we should 
learn from this incident 
is that we cannot stop 

people from supporting 
causes that persecute mi-

norities — but we can ensure 
real world consequences for 

them. Hate speech might be protect-
ed from censorship by the govern-
ment; however, that doesn’t equate 
to people being able to encourage vi-
olence against a specific community 
without ramifications.

Free speech has its limitations. 
We cannot always depend on the 
government to protect our indi-
vidual rights, but that doesn’t stop 
us from doing so ourselves. If the 
President of the United States won’t 
denounce bigotry, we will. Just be-
cause the government allows people 
to denigrate others, it doesn’t mean 
that we have to.Anna Boyle/Staff Artist
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MIT lab combines 
several vaccines in 
one single injection

MIT has recently developed 
a solution. Pediatricians will 
soon be able to deliver several 
vaccines at once to children. 
Each vaccine will then be 
activated in the body after the 
right amount of time.

Each vaccine is contained 
in a micro-capsule made of 
PGA, a biocompatible poly-
mers. The magic of PLGA is 
that it can be designed to break 
down after a specific amount 
of time. The technology was 
tested on mice; the capsules 
were designed to break down 
after nine, 20, and 41 days. It 
worked.

The study is yet to prove 
whether this nanotechnology 
works over extended periods 
of time. Body temperature 
may be warm enough to affect 
the PLGA, so more month-long 
studies have to be carried out.

This technology will be 
especially helpful in develop-
ing countries. Children there 
who don’t have access to a 
nearby doctor at all times 
could receive a single injection 
to cover them for up to two 
years of infancy.

Team leader Robert Lang 
said, “This could have a 
significant impact on patients 
everywhere, and especially 
in the developing world 
where patient compliance is 
particularly poor.” Getting 
patients to come back for more 
shots in a timely manner is 
always difficult, especially 
in developing countries.This 
technology could solve this.

Source: Engadget

Structural coloring 
is an alternative to 
chemical pigments

In a recent study, scientists 
have been researching how 
small balls made of melanin 
can be structured to create 
color. Melanin is a pigment 
found in skin and hair that is 
responsible for complexion 
and color. 

These balls, although black 
initially, can be modified 
to scatter light at different 
wavelengths to produce 
different colors. When light 
reaches them, depending on 
the diameter of the melanin 
ball and the spacing between 
the individual nanoparticles, 
specific colors can be rendered.

This technology uses nano-
scale texturing to generate 
color. The very mechanism is 
also found in bird feathers and 
butterfly wings.

Researchers have been find-
ing alternatives to chemical 
pigments as a a means of 
dyeing objects because 
chemical pigments lose their 
color as soon as the chemical 
compound breaks down.

We can expect more 
durable paints. They won’t 
fade over time, lasting for 
decades potentially. We can 
also expect true color, some-
thing that is more challenging 
with traditional paint. Artists 
could also have access to a 
wider spectrum of color.

The use of melanin 
is innovative, especially 
because it’s a biomaterial. 
Biotechnology is a field that 
will rapidly expand over the 
next decades.

Source: Science News

California’s internet 
privacy bill stalled 
without any votes

California legislators 
tried and failed to pass a bill 
to restore internet privacy. 
Earlier this year, the Federal 
Communication Commission 
(FCC) and Congress killed 
internet privacy with internet 
service providers (ISPs).

The counter bill has been 
placed in an “inactive file” 
without any votes. The bill 
would have required ISPs to 
receive consent from their 
customers before sharing their 
personal, private information 
with third-parties. At the 
moment, this is not the case.

Major ISPs like Verizon, 
AT&T, and Comcast were 
against the bill, of course. 
Much of their revenue comes 
from selling user information 
to advertisers — something 
that would be stifled if this 
bill was passed. Google and 
Facebook were also against it 
because they were unsure how 
the bill would affect business 
and the consumer experience.

The bill isn’t entirely done 
for. Many people are for it, 
because they don’t want their 
private information shared 
without their consent. With 
more public outcry, the bill 
can still be taken off the shelf 
and brought to Congress once 
more.

Source: The Verge
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AR is coming to the latest iPhone and millions of people
PRATHAM GUPTA

Junior Staffwriter

“Yin-Yang,” “dorky tech,” 
“futuristic,” “impossible,” 
and “amazing potential” are 
all terms used to describe 
two major developments in 
technology — Augmented and 
Virtual Reality. Augmented 
Reality (AR) has captured 
the fascination of many the 
world over in fields such as 
medicine, sci-fi, engineering, 
communication, and entertain-
ment. Virtual Reality (VR), on 
the other hand, is a somewhat 
recent invention, brought to 
the mainstream by Facebook’s 
Oculus Rift. VR has the same 
potential to affect our lives as 
AR does.

What are AR and VR? 
AR overlays 3D graphics on 
real world objects, allow-
ing for an added dimension 
of interactivity. It literally 
augments reality. VR is the 
complete opposite. It immerses 
a user in an entirely dif-
ferent computer simulated 
environment, bringing us into a 
completely new, virtual world.

It’s no surprise that the next 
biggest thing in tech is going 
to be who wins the race to 
getting AR and VR in the hands 
of everyday people. Big names 
such as Facebook, Google, Intel, 
HTC, Comcast, Samsung, and 
Disney are all competing for 
that very prize. At the moment, 
AR and VR have both raised 
tens of billions of dollars for 
R&D, a company focused on 
cell biology. These technologies 
have the potential to change 
how we learn, interact with 
information, and perceive our 
world.

Until recently, we couldn’t 
tell which company would 

win this tech war. That all 
changed on Sept. 12, 2017. The 
most valuable company in the 
world, Apple, Inc., bolstered its 
position in the race by throwing 
its bets on AR. I’m talking about 
the most revolutionary phone 
released yet — the iPhone X. 
Tim Cook previously said, “I 
think AR is that big, it’s huge. 
I get excited because of the 
things that could be done that 
could improve a lot of lives and 
be entertaining.”

This is similar to what Apple 
has done with other products; 
the tech giant removed the 
widely used disc drive from 
their popular MacBook 

line, discontinued FireWire, 
manufactured a new generation 
of Macs with only USB-C ports, 
and purged the audio jack from 
the iPhone in preparation for a 
wireless future.

In most of these afore-
mentioned instances, Apple’s 
intuition has proved correct; 
what Apple has done with 
the iPhone X is revolution-
ary for two reasons. Firstly, 
experiencing AR initially 
required specialized technology 
such as Snapchat’s Spectacles, 
an Oculus headset, or a PlaySta-
tion headset. The new iPhone 
allows users to experience AR 
without the need for extra, ex-

pensive hardware.
Secondly, ARKit, Apple’s 

AR toolkit open to developers, 
allows for a world of wonders. 
Previously, a developer would 
needed significant capital and a 
large team to make an AR app. 
Now, a small team can make a 
new AR application, allowing 
for more innovation.

The biggest and most wide-
spread AR innovations so far 
have been Snapchat’s face 
filters and Pokémon Go. One of 
the most anticipated AR apps 
coming with iOS is Ikea’s app, 
which allows users to place 
virtual furniture in a room. 
While such an application of AR 

isn’t as futuristic as we might 
expect, the ultimate goal of this 
potentially transformative tech-
nology is to make our lives just 
a little bit easier, at least in the 
short run.

It’s clear that this technology 
still has a long way to go. None-
theless, its ramifications are 
undeniable and its possibilities 
endless. AR will be used in 
medicine, for HUDs in vehicles, 
for artistic expression, and 
revolutionary video games 
that immerse players in an 
experience.

It should be expected that 
Apple’s announcement will 
keep other tech companies on 
their toes. We can expect to see 
massive innovation from other 
giants like Samsung and Google 
in response to the iPhone X. The 
spirit of competition will only 
bring the power of AR and VR 
to even more people around 
the world — making it a global 
technology.

The iPhone X is only a first 
step. We can expect AR to 
rapidly improve in advance-
ment. This follows Moore’s Law, 
a computer science concept.

Hurricane damage prevention could be more intelligent
PUGWASH

HENRY HAUSSMAN
Special to The Tartan

The topic of preventing or 
mitigating natural disaster 
destruction has re-entered 
public dialogue, thanks to 
this season’s unusually strong 
hurricanes. Can a solution be 
developed from new or ex-
isting technologies? Is there 
any way to reduce damages 
in a cost-effective manner? 
Or is the only way to stave off 
hurricane damage to abandon 

the coast entirely? Last week, 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Student Pugwash met to dis-
cuss just that.

The first step in determin-
ing how to stop hurricane 
damage is to figure out what 
causes the damage. The 
destruction stems from two 
fronts: wind and water. With 
wind speeds beyond any-
thing human infrastructure 
is designed to withstand, the 
gale force of a storm can wreak 
havoc, picking up trees, cars, 
power lines, and other debris, 
then slamming them into any-
thing standing. Water from 
torrential rain and potential 
storm surges causes major 
flooding in the hurricane 
affected area, leading to even 

more damage. Even after the 
storm recedes, a community 
must deal with homelessness, 
water-bourne diseases, loot-
ing, supply chain disruption, 
and a general lack of order. 
How does a government deal 
with problems of such scale?

One of the most obvious, 
yet problematic, prevention 
methods to a hurricane’s 
powerful waters is a levee. 
Several problems arise when 
trying to construct extensive 
floodwalls. The first is cost; 
building a levee that encircles 
the Gulf of Mexico would be 
prohibitively expensive. Any 
gaps left for cost reasons could 
allow destructive waves to 
slip through. Not to mention, 
many of the states and nations 

in the region, such as the 
Caribbean islands, have econ-
omies heavily dependent on 
beach tourism — levees would 
be visual pollution. All in all, 
levees may not be the best so-
lution.

Another possible solution 
may stem from improvements 
in construction techniques 
and materials. New materials 
like carbon fiber may be able 
to better withstand a storm. 
Screws better designed to stay 
together could help prevent 
homes from falling apart. 
Building houses on stilts is an 
effective way to mitigate flood 
damage.

The problem with these 
materials is, once again, cost. 
While middle and upper class 

residents of the Gulf region 
may be able to afford them, 
the lower income residents 
who are disproportionately 
impacted by weather 
catastrophes may not be able 
to. For them, this solution is 
not helpful.

Another idea is inspired 
by Dutch infrastructure. In 
the Netherlands, where much 
land is below sea level, some 
communities are being built 
to float. This idea may serve 
the Gulf well. Instead of being 
destroyed by flooding, a house 
could simply ride out the storm 
on top of the waves. While 
the cost of the improvement 
would likely be significant, it 
would be more practical than 
a massive levee and may save 

money in the long term.
One thing is for sure: this 

problem isn’t going away. 
As ocean temperatures rise, 
hurricanes will continue to 
hit harder and more often. If 
a solution to the problem isn’t 
found in the next decades, 
residents of the Gulf may 
be forced to make a grim 
choice between abandon-
ing the region or bearing the 
consequences of remaining in 
the path of these storms.

Student Pugwash is a 
non-advocacy, educational 
organization that discusses 
the implications of science. 
This article is a summary of 
last week’s discussion on the 
devastation of hurricanes.

A year and a half ago, a 
man called Joshua Brown 
died behind the wheel of a 
Tesla while using the Auto-
pilot feature. A truck merg-
ing into his lane was not seen 
by the software, hitting the 
Model T in the side and killing 
Brown instantly.

The car doesn’t become 
completely autonomous 
when its turned on. Autopilot 
handles steering and speed 
during highway driv-
ing (which can become 

monotonous).
The National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration 
has ruled that the crash was 
caused by human error — or 
Brown’s negligence. Tesla 
labels the feature as beta, 
which means it’s still testing. 
The automaker made sure to 
alert drivers of this, and had 
them agree to usage terms 
before upgrading to it.

It’s for this very reason 
that the crash is being pinned 
on Brown; even though the 

car was semi-autonomous, 
Brown was required to still 
monitor the road.

An even newer 
investigation has turned the 
tables, though. The National 
Transportation Society Board 
has ruled that Tesla is at fault 
for selling software that can 
be misused to easily. One can-
not entirely fault drivers for 
believing Autopilot requires 
little to no human oversight.

Source: Wired

Fatal Tesla car crash with Autopilot on pinned on human error

Courtesy of  FransiscoFdez, via Pixabay Creative Commons

Apple, Inc. recently revealed its latest iPhone. The iPhone X comes with AR capabilities, potentially delivering the new technology to millions of people.

Paola Mathus/Staff Artist
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EMMA FLICKINGER
Staffwriter

Cassini, the probe whose 
20-year mission to Saturn 
transformed scientific under-
standing of the bodies in our 
solar system, has finished its 
journey. Early Friday morning, 
the probe dived into Saturn’s 
atmosphere, where it rapidly 
disintegrated due extreme 
heat and pressure.

The end of the mission was 
a bittersweet moment for the 
team of scientists who made 
it happen. “It was a perfect 
spacecraft,” said spacecraft 
operations chief Julie Webster. 
She continued, “Right to the 
end, it did everything we 
asked it to. It’s perfect, it’s 
perfect.”

While it’s sad to see Cassini 
go, the team knew the mission 
had to end sometime; the 
research segment of the 
probe’s tour was originally 
supposed to last four years, 
but it was extended in 2008 
and again in 2010. Eventually, 
the hardy probe started to run 
out of fuel. Thus, the mission’s 
“Grand Finale” was conceived: 
Cassini would end its journey 
with a fatal plunge into 
Saturn’s atmosphere.

“This is the final chapter of 
an amazing mission, but it’s 
also a new beginning,” said 
Thomas Zurbuchen, associate 
administrator for NASA’s 
Science Mission Directorate 
at NASA Headquarters 
in Washington. Cassini’s 
plunge not only ensures that 
Saturn’s moons will not be 
contaminated with Earth 
materials. It also supplies us 
with the first data transmitted 
from within Saturn’s 
atmosphere.

Scientific firsts are nothing 
new for Cassini. Well-armed 
with various instruments — 
described by science writer 
Maggie Koerth-Baker as “a 
Swiss Army Knife in the sky” 
— Cassini orbited Saturn 
for 13 Earth years, or almost 
half a Saturn year. During 

that time, it made nearly 300 
orbits around the planet, 
and completed 127 close fly-
bys of Titan and 23 flybys of 
Enceladus, both moons of 
Saturn.

Before Cassini, the only 
things known about Titan 
were its size and the fact that 
its atmosphere is dense. There 
was no way to tell what lay 
below its thick nitrogen clouds. 
When Cassini arrived there in 
2005, it sent a smaller probe 
named Huygens to investigate 
Titan’s surface. Through 
stunning photographs and 
atmospheric data, Huygens 
revealed a world NASA 
described as “surprisingly 
Earth-like.” We discovered 
that Titan has lakes, rivers, 
deserts, seasonal weather like 
Earth’s, and an underground 
ocean. These discoveries led 
many scientists to believe that 
Titan could be a hospitable 
environment for life.

Cassini discovered another 
underground ocean on 
Enceladus, hidden under a 
thick crust of ice. Scientists 
were intrigued by unusual 
magnetic data collected 
near the moon, and direct-
ed Cassini to take a closer 
look. The magnetic activity 
turned out to be caused by a 
geyserlike phenomenon — jets 
at Enceladus’ south pole shoot 
out material at 800 miles per 
hour through cracks in the ice, 
creating a gigantic spray of salt 
water, ice, and chemicals. Data 
from Cassini’s examination 
of the jets determined that 
Saturn’s outermost ring is 
composed of material ejected 
from Enceladus. Cassini also 
demonstrated that the interior 
of Enceladus was much warm-
er than previously thought, 
sparking further discussions 
about life on Saturn’s moons.

Cassini also brought us 
greater understanding of 
Saturn’s rings — perhaps the 
most iconic feature of any 
planet in our solar system. By 
studying shadows of particles 
in the rings, Cassini supplied 

data on the rings’ size and 
composition. They’re mostly 
made of chunks of ice and are 
flat, not warped. Some of the 
rings’ ice chunks are gigantic, 
so the rings aren’t perfectly 
smooth.

Cassini eventually 

transmitted amazing data on 
the planet itself: photos of the 
peculiar six-sided jet stream 
known as the Hexagon, 
observations of a 300,000-ki-
lometer megastorm that en-
circled an entire hemisphere, 
the first images of light-

ning on a planet other than 
Earth. Cassini’s breathtaking 
photographs of Saturn are one 
of its most widely-celebrated 
accomplishments.

Cassini continued to 
transmit data even as it was 
breaking apart in Saturn’s 

atmosphere. Scientists are 
already beginning to study 
this final transmission and 
the information it contains. 
Even during its demise, 
Cassini carried on providing 
revolutionary insight about 
Saturn.

Cassini spacecraft plummets into Saturn’s atmosphere

Courtesy of  NASA/JPL-Caltech via Wikimedia Commons
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Women’s Cross Country

The Carnegie Mellon 
women’s cross country team 
traveled north to compete in 
the Allegheny College Classic 
on Saturday, Sept. 16. Senior 
Aparna Alavilli was the first of 
134 runners to cross the finish 
line with a time of 18:03. The 
senior helped the Tartans to a 
first-place team finish in a field 
of 11 teams.

Finishing three seconds be-
hind Alavilli and placing sec-
ond was sophomore Abigail 
Levine with a time of 18:06. 
Sophomore Emmalyn Lindsey 
placed sixth overall with a 
time of 18:37 while first-year 
Jill Nelson crossed eighth with 
a time of 18:46.

The fifth Tartan to finish 
the race was first-year Parvathi 
Meyyappan with a time of 
19:11 to place 18th overall 
followed by sophomore Kate 
Reilly in 21st. Reilly crossed 
with a time of 19:22. Senior 
Rhiannon Farney placed 33rd 
with a time of 19:43.

The Tartans will next race 
at the Paul Short Invitational 

held at Lehigh University in 
Bethlehem, PA, on Friday, 
Sept. 29.

Men’s Cross Country

The Carnegie Mellon men’s 
cross country team, ranked 
17th in the latest national 
poll, cruised to victory at the 
Allegheny College Classic on 
Saturday, Sept. 16 with seven 
runners finishing in the top 15.

Junior William Mitchell led 
the way for the Tartans across 
the four-mile course at the 
Robertson Sports Complex by 
finishing the race sixth overall 
in a time of 20 minutes and 27 
seconds. Junior Aadi Mhatre 
was on his heels, finishing sev-
enth in 20:28.

Sophomore Stephen Law 
led the next five Tartans who 
finished 10th through 14th 
with a total of six seconds 
between them. Law crossed 
the line in 20:34 while junior 
Jared Moore was done in 
20:36. Senior Jordan Safer 
finished the race in 20:37, 
sophomore Liam Walsh 
crossed in 20:38, and junior 

Kevin Cory completed the 
course in 20:40.

The Tartans will next com-
pete on Friday, Sept. 29 at 
the Paul Short Invitational 
hosted by Lehigh University in 
Bethlehem, PA.

Football

The Carnegie Mellon 
football team opened 
Presidents’ Athletic 
Conference (PAC) play at 
Waynesburg University on 
Saturday, Sept. 16. The 
Tartans scored 24 unanswered 
points to come away with a 
30–20 win. The Tartans im-
proved to 3–0, (1–0 in the 
PAC).

Senior linebacker Sean 
Graff’s interception set up the 
Tartans on the Waynesburg 
30-yard line and led to the 
first score of the game. Three 
plays later, junior quarterback 
Alex Cline connected with 
senior Tommy Mansfield on a 
21-yard touchdown. The extra 
point sailed wide left and left 
the score 6–0 three minutes 
into the game.

Waynesburg answered the 
Cardinal and Gray’s score with 
a 19-play, 62-yard drive that 
took 9:44 off the clock. The 
end result was a 33-yard field 
goal that left the score 6–3 
with just over two minutes to 
play in the first quarter. The 
Yellow Jackets then scored a 
touchdown to take a 10–6 lead 
with five minutes to play in the 
half on a quarterback keeper 
following a pass interference 
call in the end zone.

The Yellow Jackets opened 
the second half with a 14-play, 
63-yard drive that resulted 
in the second field goal of 
the game. The 36-yard kick 
pushed the home team’s lead 
to 13–7 at the 9:30 mark of the 
third quarter.

In the closing seconds of 
the third quarter, Cline tossed 
his second touchdown of the 
game to knot the score at 13–
13. This time, the junior found 
senior wide receiver John 
Prather on a 38-yard scoring 
connection.

After the Tartan defense 
held the Yellow Jackets to 
a three-and-out, Cline was 
fast to strike again. The sig-
nal caller needed three plays 
to give the Tartans a 20–13 
lead. Cline founded junior 
Karl-Mark Kumm for a 28-yard 
touchdown that capped off a 
55-yard drive.

Carnegie Mellon’s defense 
came up strong again and held 
the Yellow Jackets to another 
three-and-out. The Tartans 
again took advantage of the 
play of their defense with an-
other scoring drive. The lead 
was extended to 23–13 with 
8:05 to play on a 33-yard field 
goal by senior punter Tyler 
Kohman.

On the third straight pos-
session for Waynesburg, 
Carnegie Mellon’s defense 
held the Yellow Jackets to an-
other three-and-out and the 
Tartans capitalized for the 
third consecutive time. Junior 
running back Rory Hubbard 
pushed the lead to 30–13 on 
a 2-yard run with 5:34 to play. 
On the three-play scoring 
drive for the Tartans, Hubbard 

accounted for all 45 yards in-
cluding a 40-yard scamper on 
his second carry.

Waynesburg added a late 
20-yard touchdown to make 
the score 30–20 with 1:15 to 
play.

Carnegie Mellon com-
bined 312 yards of offense 
while Waynesburg totaled 
270 yards. It marked the third 
straight game that the Tartans’ 
defense held their opponent 
under 300 yards of total of-
fense. Senior safety Drew 
Fitzmorris led the Tartans 
with eight tackles.

Cline threw for 187 yards 
and three touchdowns after 
completing 12-of-20 passes. 
Mansfield, Prather and senior 
running back Sam Benger 
each hauled in three recep-
tions with Mansfield leading 
the way with 49 yards and a 
score. Prather compiled 47 
yards and a score with Benger 
totaling 38 yards receiving. 
Hubbard led the Tartans rush-
ing attack with a career-high 
94 yards on 11 carries.

The Tartans will return 
to the gridiron on Saturday, 
Sept. 23 when Thomas More 
College travels to Pittsburgh. 
Kick is set for 1 p.m. on the 
turf of Gesling Stadium.

Women’s Tennis

The Carnegie Mellon 
women’s tennis team host-
ed Division II Seton Hill 
University on Saturday, Sept. 
16, defeating the Griffins, 
9–0. With the win, the Tartans 
move to 2–0 for the year.

The Tartans swept through 
doubles action against the 
Griffins, with the number 
one pair of senior Cori Sidell 
and sophomore Courtney 
Ollis winning 8–4 for the first 
point. Junior Marina Selenica 
and sophomore Vinaya Rao 
then won 8–2 at number three 
doubles before senior Katie 
Lai and junior Jamie Vizelman 
won by an 8–4 score at num-
ber two doubles.

Ollis and Selenica were the 
first to finish singles as both 
won by 6–0, 6–1 scores to 

give the match victory to the 
Tartans.

Sidell won her number one 
singles match, 6–0, 6–2, and 
is now one win away from her 
100th career win.

The Tartans are also in ac-
tion at the Kenyon College 
Invitational this weekend.

Volleyball

The 16th-ranked Carnegie 
Mellon volleyball team fin-
ished the Susquehanna 
University Hampton Inn River 
Hawk Classic with a 3–0 vic-
tory against the hosts and a 
3–0 win against Stevenson 
University. The Tartans move 
to 11–0 on the season.

The Tartans opened the 
day with a 25–16, 25–13, 
25–22 win against the River 
Hawks. The team hit .287 for 
the match including a .452 
performance in the second 
set in which they put down 16 
kills.

Junior Lauren Mueller and 
senior Eliza Donohue each had 
10 kills for the match while 
senior Heather Holton put 
down nine kills. Sophomore 
Maia So-Holloway picked up 
18 assists with senior Amanda 
Thiele dishing out 15. Mueller 
led the back line with 13 digs, 
as sophomore Kayla Yew col-
lected 10 digs. Sophomore 
Sahara Aqui and junior Sarah 
Jurgens each had three block 
assists.

After a break, the Tartans 
took on Stevenson and won by 
set scores of 26–24, 25–21, and 
25–11. Holton led the attack 
with 11 kills and a hitting per-
centage of .385. So-Holloway 
had 19 assists while Thiele had 
13. Yew and Mueller each had 
10 digs while Aqui picked up 
five block assists and hit .600 
with six kills.

The Tartans will next 
face Franciscan University 
on Tuesday, Sept. 19 before 
hosting the DoubleTree 
Invitational on Friday, Sept. 
22.
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FANTASY, from A12

Plus, if last week’s article is 
any indication, he can clearly 
trash talk with the best of 
them. Buffalo Bills running 
back LeSean McCoy will be 
someone for opponents of 
Tanaya’s team to keep an 
eye on, though McCoy’s sore 
groin this week has put him 
in a more iffy spot. On Price’s 
team, Ezekiel Elliott, running 
back for Dallas Cowboys, will 
continue to be a threat after 
scoring 19 points this week. If 

New York Giants wide receiver 
Odell Beckham, Jr. had scored 
anything at all instead of zero 
points, Price would have had 
substantially more points than 
Tanaya, so with Price sure 
to evaluate and move him as 
needed, it’s possible that she is 
going to have yet another reli-
ably high-scoring team.

This week my kind-of-sad 
team is playing Yang, Andah 
is playing Tanaya, and dy-
namic duo Crockem and Price 
are paired together. Hope-
fully next week’s analysis will 

elucidate some of the other 
strengths and weaknesses 
present on my opponents’ ros-
ters, and I can try to get some 
semblance of a strategy. My 
current tactics include exam-
ining those with cool names, 
and judging who I think would 
be fun to hang out with based 
on their picture. My goal this 
season is to grow from using 
those two characteristics as 
reference points, and to try 
to learn more about football 
strategy. So far, the outlook for 
this doesn’t look promising.

Courtesy of Jason Spry via Daily Fantasy Sports 101

The official start of the 2017 NFL season brings fantasy football competitions nationwide to their beginnings.

Fantasy football recap one
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Men’s soccer earns fourth 
straight win in Friday game

Alec Lam discusses soccer 
and community involvement

Theodore Teichman/ Visual Editor

Junior midfielder Zack Masciopinto pursues the ball as the Tartans blew out Westminster for their fourth win.

KATE LISTON
Junior Staffwriter

Life is just like a game of 
soccer — or at least according 
to junior goalkeeper Alec Lam 
it is. Soccer has been a crucial 
part of Lam’s life from pre-
school to college. The oppor-
tunities he’s found through 
the sport have allowed him to 
experience personal growth 
and help others.

Lam, who was recruited by 
the Carnegie Mellon Soccer 
team in 2015, began play-
ing at only three years old. 
Originally Lam played with 
the Pee Wee children’s team 
to meet new people; however, 
after steady improvement 
he joined the TSF Academy 
team. Before entering high 
school, Lam became part of 
the Olympic Development 
Program and by the end of it 
he had won a state champi-
onship with his high school 
team.

“In the start it was just a 
way for me to get out and be 
around people, but what kept 
me in soccer was the team 

atmosphere and being able 
to be part of something larger 
than yourself, even though 
it’s just a sport. It’s a really 
nice feeling to come together 
as a whole and achieve some-
thing,” said Lam.

The first two years of Lam’s 
college soccer career were 
great, but this fall marked 
a new chance for Lam and 
his fellow players to further 
indulge in their sport. After 
competing in the national 
tournament the past two 
years, Lam says the team 
is eager to place first in the 
national championship.

“After each year we’ve felt 
like something was missing 
and each one of us believes 
that we don’t have to be at 
a traditionally good soccer 
power-house school to win a 
championship. We all came 
here to win and our goal is to 
turn into that winning team,” 
said Lam.

Previously, Carnegie 
Mellon and the Intramural 
League for Carnegie Mellon 
have recognized Lam as an 
outstanding athlete, with 

Carnegie Mellon naming him 
the Carnegie Mellon Student 
Athlete of the Week for the 
week of Sept. 4–10 and the 
League naming him as the 
League Athlete of the Week 
three times.

“What really drew me to 
[Carnegie Mellon University] 
was the academics, of course, 
but to… really be a part of 
something larger than myself 
on campus and work towards 
a common goal with a bunch 
of other talented and smart 
guys.”

Since coming to Carnegie 
Mellon, Lam branched out 
from just playing soccer to 
donating time with teams 
around the school. One of 
the Lam’s primary volun-
teer activities is the Special 
Olympics, an event which al-
lows those with intellectual 
disabilities to compete in vari-
ous athletic competitions.

“The event was originally 
hosted by CMU Athletics, but 
now it’s really starting to span 
out and as it’s getting big-
ger we’re taking on different 
organizations. Anyone who 
wants to get involved can get 
involved,” said Lam.

When not playing soccer 
Lam studies as an Informa-
tion Systems student and 
worked with associate teach-
ing professor of computer sci-
ence David Kosbie to develop 
software that teaches high 
school level computer science 
curriculum. He also mentored 
underclassmen students in 
Dietrich through the Dietrich 
College Peer Mentor program.

Whatever the opportunity, 
Lam remembers his roots and 
what playing has taught him.

“We face adversity all the 
time, there are times you’re 
feeling really good and then 
it can just all come down. 
There are times you need to 
rely on people. I see the paral-
lels between playing the game 
and living life everyday,” said 
Lam.

Sports leagues must allow 
individuality to regain views

Tartan fantasy football kicks 
off with week one surprises

MEL KERBER
Junior Staffwriter

70,000 dollars can mean 
two things: a year of expens-
es for attending Carnegie 
Mellon, or the total value 
of fines leveled against 
Pittsburgh Steelers wide 
receiver Antonio Brown last 
football season. Hefty sums 
like this might typically be 
associated with excessively 
violent plays. Instead, the 
league fined Brown for par-
ticipating in a staple of sports 
culture: celebrating after 
touchdowns.

Nicknamed the “No Fun 
League” by writers and fans 
alike, the NFL is notorious for 
squashing players’ personali-
ties on the field, whether for 
trying to have fun or bring-
ing awareness to certain 
issues. In 2015, the NFL 
handed Steelers running back 
DeAngelo Williams a hefty 
fine for having “Find The 
Cure” written on his eye black 
— his way of honoring his 
mother, who had passed away 
a year earlier from breast can-
cer. In 2013, then-Chicago 
Bears wide receiver Brandon 
Marshall was fined more than 
10,000 dollars for wearing 
green cleats in order to raise 
awareness of mental illness.

Viewership for American 
professional sports leagues 
is plummeting. Ratings have 
dropped for all sports and the 
average age of spectators has 
risen. Sports has become a 
stagnant old boy’s club that is 
struggling to match advance-
ments in other entertainment 
sectors.

Suddenly the pull of the 
team is not enough, but 
leagues do everything they 

can to reduce the image of in-
dividual players.

In baseball, Washing-
ton Nationals slugger Bryce 
Harper made multiple state-
ments last season calling out 
the MLB for their handling of 
self expression. In April 2016, 
he donned a cap with “Make 
Baseball Fun Again” written 
across the front, and has been 
a vocal supporter of bringing 
more individuality into the 
sport.

The NHL has also re-
cently come under fire for 
the league’s handling of in-
dividualism. Players such as 
former Montreal Canadiens 
defenseman P.K Subban and 
Washington Capitals left wing 
Alex Ovechkin are consistent-
ly under fire in the media for 
celebrating too exorbitantly. 
It was even claimed in 2016 
that Subban was traded away 
from Montreal due to market-
ing his own brand before that 
of the team.

The NBA is perhaps the 
league which allows its play-
ers the most leeway to express 
themselves both on and off 
the courts. Basketball is also 
the only sport which boasted 
notable increases in ratings 
this past year. Nearly every 
major basketball star has his 
own custom sneakers. The 
league seemingly encourages 
players to establish them-
selves as personalities both on 

and off the court. There are 
personal rivalries and story-
lines which draw in new fans 
and generate buzz.

This team-first mentality 
was enough when sports were 
entirely localized. With the 
advent of streaming services 
and nationwide broadcasts, 
sports need an extra boost to 
make an impact in all mar-
kets. So would a sudden in-
jection of personality make a 
difference? While there is no 
significant research on the 
topic, sports writers across the 
board have often argued for a 
change. Boring athletes make 
for boring entertainment. 
One man throwing a football 
to another can be seen on any 
level of football. But watching 
a noted character like Caroli-
na Panthers quarterback Cam 
Newton throw a football to a 
teammate can be something 
else entirely.

No longer is local pride 
enough to support casual 
sports fandom. As genera-
tions change, it is the respon-
sibility of these leagues to 
change with the times. It’s 
time for sports to embrace 
the personalities of their ath-
letes and move away from a 
more restrictive, team-first 
marketing strategy. The mod-
ern world wants the Antonio 
Browns, Alex Ovechkins, and 
Bryce Harpers. So maybe it’s 
time to let them happen.

Courtesy of Mixtapekid45 via paperblog

Fans have long derided sports leagues as stifling fun, decreasing views.

LULA BERESFORD
Contributing Editor

With the first week of the 
season complete, a few things 
have become obvious within 
The Tartan’s Fantasy Football 
League. The first is that if 
the amount of trash talk this 
week is any indication, then 
the shade thrown from league 
participants this year might 
surpass the shade thrown by 
last year’s league. The sec-
ond is that there is a very 
good chance I will end this 
year at the very bottom of the 
league. The second realiza-
tion doesn’t have me as sur-
prised as it has me resigned. 
Regardless, I look forward 
to bringing sass and a low-
level of football knowledge 
(i.e., no knowledge) to our 
healthy staff competition. If 
you are expecting substantive 
football analysis and predic-
tions then read no further, 
as you will probably be quite 
disappointed.

Team Andah over Justin 
Tucker Must (not) Die 106.3-
84.8

Despite my awe-inspir-
ingly clever team name, my 
fabulous lineup ate dirt this 
week, especially compared to 
the high scorers on SciTech 
Editor and American Football 
newbie Josh Andah’s team. 
Andah might know even less 
than me about football, but 
clearly his natural talent has 
surpassed anything hereto-
fore seen by The Tartan staff. 
With a particularly strong 
showing from Pittsburgh’s 
own Antonio Brown with 
29.2 points, Andah was able 
to make up for the fact that 

he hadn’t removed Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers wide receiver 
Mike Evans from his active 
roster. Mike Evans looks 
scowly and talented in his 
picture on the ESPN fantasy 
site, but it’s hard to be an 
asset to the roster during a 
bye week. This small, (though 
understandable!) snafu on 
Andah’s part makes my loss 
even more embarrassing. 
After disappointing perfor-
mances from individuals I 
expected would make me 
proud like my Boston boy 
Tom Brady and Pittsburgh 
running back Le’Veon Bell, 
I was huffing and puffing 
around and resigned my-
self to an embarrassing first 
week. Shamefully, my most 
successful performance of 
the week came from Pierre 
Garcon, wide receiver for 
San Francisco, though he 
only received 14.1 points. 
Humiliating.

Drop it like it’s Crock over 
Third-String Team 123.7-
99.9

Tartan Publisher Jade 
Crockem claimed victory over 
Assistant Sports Editor Marika 
Yang this week, much to her 
own glee. Fantasy Football is 
very familiar territory to Yang, 
and perhaps some of the alle-
giances she’s made with play-
ers over time will be to the 
detriment of her own team 
this week. Her highest scorers 
were Atlanta Falcons quarter-
back Matt Ryan and Oakland 
Raiders wide receiver Amari 
Cooper, who both were in the 
17 point range. This week was 
not a humiliating venture on 
Yang’s part, but she did get 
her butt whooped pretty sub-

stantially by Crockem, who 
happily reported to me that 
she had already beat Yang, 
even before her final team 
member played on Monday 
night. Though her offensive 
weapons put up a fight, the 
scorers that clinched the win 
for Crockem actually came 
from her defensive line (the 
Carolina Panthers scoring 14 
to the Seattle Seahawks’ six) 
and her kicker (Cowboys’ 
Dan Bailey scoring 15, Colts’ 
Adam Vinatieri scoring two). 
With these performances 
coming from roster positions 
that many don’t prioritize, it’s 
clear that Crockem has game 
and will be a force to be reck-
oned with this season. Maybe 
she can even beat Editor-in-
Chief and defending champ 
India Price, though with what 
that would do to staff cohe-
sion and their living situation 
as roommates... it might not 
be worth the risk.

Yes We Cam over Easy Breesy 
98.6-92.8

This was the closest show-
ing this week. Sports Editor 
Ian Tanaya narrowly lost to 
aforementioned defending 
champ Editor-in-Chief India 
Price. There’s not one area in 
which Price clearly excelled 
and Tanaya did not. Moving 
forward it’s unclear who will 
have the strategy and persis-
tence necessary to really pull 
forward, but Tanaya’s sports 
know-how and competitive 
attitude might prove to be the 
combination necessary to cre-
ate the most formidable oppo-
nent in the league.

See FANTASY, A11

MARIKA YANG
Assistant Sports Editor

The men’s soccer team 
faced the Westminster 
College Titans at home on 
Friday evening. The Tartans 
scored early, and finished 
the match 4–0, winning their 
fourth game in a row with a 
season record of 4–1.

The Tartans set the tone 
early in the match, driv-
ing into Titans territory 
within the first minute. In 
the fourth minute, sopho-
more midfielder Jack Painter 
opened scoring with his first 
goal of the season, finishing 
an assist from sophomore 
midfielder Elliot Cohen. 
The Tartans’ dominant play 
continued, and in the ninth 
minute they added to their 
lead with a goal from junior 
midfielder Zack Masciopinto’s 
third of the season, off a sec-

ond assist from Cohen, bring-
ing the score to 2–0. The 
Titans managed two shots 
on goal that were saved by 
junior goalkeeper Alec Lam, 
but even four substitutions in 
the middle of the half couldn’t 
give the Titans a spark to stay 
in the match. The Cardinal 
and Gray kept the ball away 
from their side of the field and 
kept possession, getting three 
shots on goal. The Tartans 
eventually scored again in the 
36th minute after a goal by 
junior forward Anthony Gulli, 
his first of the season, the as-
sist by sophomore forward 
Nicolas Poveda. The half end-
ed with the score 3–0.

The Tartans maintained 
their aggressive attack after 
half-time. However, unlike 
the first half of the match, the 
second half remained score-
less for the first 35 minutes. 
Both Carnegie Mellon and 

Westminster had shots on 
goal, but neither team man-
aged to get the ball in the 
back of the net until the 80th 
minute. The Tartans sealed 
their win when sophomore 
forward Alex Dziadosz sent 
the ball ahead for Poveda to 
score his first goal of the sea-
son, ending the match with 
the score 4–0.

Lam made four saves in 
the team’s fourth straight 
shutout after being named 
the University Athletic 
Association (UAA) Men’s 
Soccer Defensive Athlete 
of the Week last week. The 
Tartans had 14 shots to the 
Titan’s seven and seven cor-
ner kicks to the Titans’ two.

The Tartans will continue 
their season in their next 
match against the Allegheny 
College Gators in Meadville, 
PA at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Sept. 18.

Courtesy of CMU Athletics

Junior goalkeeper Alec Lam is a critical part of the men’s soccer team.
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Ruth Scherr | Copy ManagerAdvice for Awkward People
On scratching back at cat calls
Hey Ruth,
Today was laundry day, so I’m wearing a t-shirt 
with holes in it under a men’s extra-large flannel, 
my oversized comfy jeans, and a beanie, since 
showering is so much work. Want to know what 
still happened on my way to campus? I got honked 
at and catcalled by not one, but two cars on Fifth 
Avenue. This has been a frequent occurrence since 
I moved off campus. Apparently it’s so common 
that a lot of my friends won’t even walk on Fifth 
in the mornings. What the heck is wrong with 
some people? I’m not awake enough to make 
breakfast at eight in the morning, much less yell 
obscenities at a complete stranger. I wish I could 
yell or flip them off or SOMETHING, but by the 
time I know what’s happened they’ve already 
sped by. Whenever it happens, it ruins my day. 
I’m constantly worrying that what I’m wearing 
or even my body or very existence is somehow 
inappropriate. How do I make them stop, or at 
least not let it bother me, or, at the very least, 
somehow magically get from Shadyside to campus 
without going on Fifth?

Please help,
Men’s Existence Others Women 

Dear MEOW,
I’m going to start this response with the disclaimer 
that yes, I’m sure there’s a theoretical cat caller 

out there who isn’t a man, and I’m also very 
aware that people of all genders face street 
harassment. For simplicity’s sake, however, I’ll be 
using “he/men” to refer to cat callers and “she/
women” to refer to the cat called. OK? OK.

Cat calls aren’t about compliments. Cat calling 
is about power. Specifically, giving power to 
the caller at the expense of the called. It’s 
dehumanizing, objectifying, and it’s an insidious 
way to make women feel unsafe in public and 
subconsciously remove them from the visible 
world.

But what I hate the most? That cat calls are a 
reminder.

A reminder that a very vocal group of people on 
this planet believe they have a right to comment 
on my existence. A reminder that public spaces 
are inherently balanced against me and that every 
single woman I know goes through the same thing. 
A reminder that I will be thinking about this for 
the rest of the day, if not longer, and he’s already 
forgotten.

If you’re trying to avoid Fifth, you can try the bus, 
or the CMU Shuttle if you’re in range. You could 
try taking more streets that go through housing 
parallel to Fifth, or you could even walk up the 

Negley hill and take Beeler. (I don’t recommend 
this unless you have killer quads.)

But you shouldn’t have to. You really shouldn’t 
have to.

Nothing you have done — not the route you took 
or the clothes you wore or even the fact that 
you existed caused this to happen. This really, 
really isn’t your fault and it really shouldn’t be 
your problem, but it is, and I’m sorry. The world 
is a gross, frustrating place sometimes. For 
anyone, having to put up with street harassment is 
disempowering and demoralizing.

To stop cat calling is to change society at large, 
something that, I admit, is not within this column’s 
purview. To stop feeling disempowered and 
demoralized, on the other hand? That’s something 
you’re in charge of. Empower yourself. Go to 
a protest, document harassment, participate in 
Hollaback!, write an article, talk to your friends 
— any of them — about your experience and your 
feelings, and why you’re more than just an object 
to holler “baby” at.

Because you’re a human being, not an object.

Live your life,
Ruth

Sinead Foley | Pillbox EditorBar Buddies: Urban Tap
As a pair of newly minted 21-year-olds heading 
into our senior year, we face a vital question: 
where is the best place in Pittsburgh to crack 
open a cold one with the boys or just drink away 
our existential angst about the future? We are 
embarking on a semester-long journey to find the 
best watering hole in Pittsburgh, one shot in the 
dark at a time. This week: Urban Tap.

The location: If you haven’t been to South 
Highland Avenue between Shadyside and 
East Liberty, yes, you’re missing out. The two 
blocks around Urban Tap are home to Millie’s 
Homemade Ice Cream, an excellent ice cream 
shop, Noodlehead, my favorite noodle place in 
the city, and Shadyside Hideaway, a dive bar that 
has been reviewed in this very column. It’s very 
easy to get to from campus, just a short ride on the 
71B drops you off right out front of Urban Tap.

The drinks: We drank rather more than our wallets 
would have liked, so I feel well-qualified to give 

drink recommendations. Overall, the mixed 
drinks were a touch pricey ($9–$12 a pop), but 
beautiful. I’m talking cinnamon sugar around the 
rim of the hard cider cocktail, tall glasses of ombre 
liquid, and classy garnishes galore. The drinks 
were satisfyingly strong. 

If you’re a grown-a** adult I would recommend 
the Snap Dragon or the classic cocktail menu. If 
you’re more middle of the road, the Urban Cider 
is the way to go, and if you’re like us and are only 
technically an adult and still have the palette of a 
16-year-old, the Katy Berry and Cast Away have 
all the sugary goodness you could desire. What 
makes Urban Tap special, though, is the beer. The 
entire back wall of the bar is dedicated to beer, 
with 100 beers on tap.

While the core of Urban Tap is the bar in the 
center of the main room, it’s also a restaurant. The 
kitchen is open until midnight on weekends. While 
the food is good, the really important thing is the 

Coffee and Donuts, five huge donut holes with a 
creamy coffee sauce.

The vibe: Let’s set the scene: the bar is trendy, 
all wood, glass, and exposed brick. The crowd 
is a little above college age, but definitely young 
and fun. And blasting over all of this is “Bye Bye 
Bye” by *NSYNC. So, it was millennial in every 
way. Being part bar, part restaurant, the vibe was 
chiller than a full-on bar.

The service was excellent, and it was busy enough 
to feel energetic without being too loud to relax. 
It’s a great place to go with a friend or two if you 
want to feel like adults while you drunkenly rant 
about life, the universe, and everything.

Lit or Nah: Honestly, neither of the above. It was 
definitely a fun time, and I totally recommend it 
for a night out with a friend, but it’s not precisely 
lit. Urban Tap is all about pretty drinks, delicious 
food, and good conversation.

Lydia Green | Operations Manager



Thursday night, I found myself standing in the lobby of the By-
ham Theater surrounded by couples young and old, groups of 

artsy friends, and entire families, as we waited to see The Moth 
mainstage event Voices Carry. The Moth is a non-profit orga-

nization dedicated to the art of storytelling. Unlike The Moth’s 
more commonly known StorySLAM events, which feature the 
stories of audience members, mainstage events host a set of 

practiced storytellers.

The Byham’s stage was bare except for a microphone standing 
in a single pool of light. The theater was filled with the kind 

of anticipation that comes from knowing you’re in for a good 
story. The lights dimmed, and the audience fell silent. Our host 
for the night, Kate Tellers, emerged, infectiously excited to in-

troduce the night’s storytellers who would be responding to the 
prompt, “Tell us about a time you were truly speechless.”  

Then, the storytellers took the stage. Each speaker had ten 
minutes to share their experience, but as the stories continued, I 
lost track of time. From filmmakers, to journalists, to slam poets, 

the night’s storytellers spun tales that were 
vulnerable, powerful, nostalgic, and, overall, beautiful. 

Stories spanned broad experiences and tones, from Jason 
Trieu’s retelling of his childhood as an orphan in Vietnam 

trying to raise his younger brothers and escape to the United 
States, to journalist Sarah Shourd’s experience as a political 

prisoner in Iran, to the hilarious escapades of Adriana E. 
Ramírez and the trouble she’s gotten into due to her brutally 

honest personality.Despite these vastly different experiences, a 
few themes remained common. The first was appreciation for 

the city of Pittsburgh. 

Many of the night’s storytellers were Pittsburgh natives and 
therefore Byham Theater was full of a considerable amount of 
Pittsburgh pride. Kate Teller shared tales of walking up Mount 
Washington with her dad and thoughts on how Pittsburgh still 
feels like home after years in New York, while producer and 
filmmaker Tony Buba recounted memories of growing up in 
Braddock and watching Pittsburgh emerge as a creative hub.

Another prevalent theme was that power comes from knowing 
yourself. Each of the storytellers ultimately came to the con-
clusion that their sense of self and fulfillment stems from the 
unshakeable truths they have come to learn about themselves, 
through lessons passed down by friends and family and through 
undergoing hardship.

Finally, the night’s stories were united by the idea that every 
one has a meaningful story to share. You just need to find the 
right way to tell it. Though the speakers had little in common 
with each other, and even less so with me, we were joined by 
shared experiences of grief, truth, love, and hope in our every-
day lives.

The Moth’s event invited us to laugh hysterically, cry without 
embarrassment, and share moments of reflection. When the 
lights came on, everyone was reluctant to leave, but we left 
feeling connected and inspired.

Be sure to check out The Moth if you get the chance. If you’re 
feeling brave, check out a StorySLAM, or sit back and enjoy a 
Mainstage event. Either way, you’re sure to leave with an ap-
preciation for the perspectives each of us carry, and the stories 
within yourself.

THE MOTH
Juliana Schnerr  |  Junior Staffwriter

4
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Caleb Miller | Staffwriter

Songs of 
the Summer

Every summer, a few songs come along that dominate pop culture, blaring out of cars and on beaches, 
with even casual listeners recognizing the biggest hits. This summer was undoubtedly won by the ines-
capable “Despacito” by Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yankee featuring Justin Bieber. Other major pop stars, 
like Bruno Mars, DJ Khaled, Ed Sheeran, and Kendrick Lamar, also took over the radio waves across 
America. However, several lesser-known artists — Dan Auerbach, Trombone Shorty, Curtis Harding, and 
Son Little — also released new music this summer, including songs that may have been just as popular 
and omnipresent if had they had been attached to a mainstream pop star like Mars or Bieber. While the 
big hits of today often fade from memory not long after they fall from the charts, the inventive and soul-
ful sounds of these four artists will likely captivate fans for years. Here are those songs of the summer.

1. Dan Auerbach, Waiting On A Song
Auerbach is the most famous of this group — as singer and guitarist for the Black Keys, he 
has already topped the Billboard Charts and snagged Grammys for singles like “Tighten 
Up” and “Lonely Boy.” Released in June, his second solo effort Waiting On A Song diverts 
away from the blues rock sound of the Black Keys, instead crafting an album that feels like 
it was just discovered in a time 
capsule from the 1970s.

While there are some slower, 
moodier songs like the master-
piece “King Of A One Horse 
Town,” this nostalgic-sounding 
collection features sunny tones 
that are a drastic contrast to the 
dark sounds of Auerbach’s work 
with the Black Keys and The Arcs. 
The country-pop vibe and silvery 
guitar sounds make many of the 
songs seem like they were written 
by George Harrison, Tom Petty, 
or Paul Simon. This sound comes 
in part from the team of greats 
Auerbach recruited to assist him 
— Mark Knopfler of Dire Straits, 
Duane Eddy, and John Prine 
as well as several legends from 
Nashville, where Auerbach now 
lives. The airy guitar and soft 
vocals of Waiting On A Song 
make the album feel like it is was 
designed to be played in the sum-
mer, and the irresistible bounce of 
the catchy “Waiting On A Song.” 

2. Trombone Shorty, Parking Lot Symphony
The first two tracks of Trombone Shorty’s fourth studio album, Parking Lot Symphony, 
set the tone for how Shorty will blend sounds on the album. The opening song 
“Laveau Dirge No. 1,” a mournful, wailing jazz number, is followed by the up-tempo 
cover of The Meters’ “Ain’t No Use.” Hailing from New Orleans, Shorty fuses jazz 
with rock, soul, and funk, with a hint of hip-hop in some of the beats. While the 
album’s genius stems in part from its diversity — from the slinky, groovy “Dirty Water,” 
which features electric piano, to the lush harmonies on the title track and the relax-
ing, soulful “No Good Time” — Shorty makes his bid for song of the summer with 
three songs that feature memorable hooks and danceable rhythms: the anthemic Allen 
Toussaint cover “Here Come The Girls,” which celebrates his love for the opposite sex 
with a dynamic riff and a simple but infectious chorus, “Where It At?”, which is darker 
lyrically but remains catchy due to its funky groove, and the brash, hip-hop inspired 
“Familiar” that shows off Shorty’s swagger. Had Bruno Mars recorded any of these 
songs, you’d already know by heart… and you still should.

3. Curtis Harding, “On 
and On” and “Wednesday 
Morning Atonement”

This summer, Harding released two singles, 
“On and On” and “Wednesday Morning 
Atonement,” giving fans a taste of what’s to 
come when he drops his sophomore album Face 
Your Fear next month. These tracks give a nod 
to his previous album, Soul Power, which com-
bined elements of blues and rock for a vintage 
soul feel. “On and On” features an upbeat 
drum beat, hopeful horns, and Harding’s emo-
tional, expressive vocals. “Wednesday Morning 
Atonement” is a murkier track, full of eerie 
piano, fuzzy guitar, and smokey vocals. Before 
Face Your Fear drops, be sure to check out 
Soul Power. Standout tracks include the inspir-
ing “Keep On Shining,” the exuberant “Don’t 
Wanna Go Home,” and the bluesy “Castaway.”

4. Son Little, “Blue 
Magic (Waikiki)” and 
“Demon To The Dark”
Like his label mate Harding, Son Little is influ-
enced by soul music. However, while Harding 
sticks with a more retro sound, Little uses that 
inspiration to create something wildly new. Little 

also released two singles this summer, “Blue Magic (Waikiki)” and 
“Demon To The Dark,” in anticipation of his second album, New 
Magic, which came out this past Friday. “Blue Magic” is a laid 
back song, with sunny vocals floating over a soft guitar melody 
and lighthearted xylophone. The song makes you let go and for-
get about the stress surrounding you and just enjoy the moment. 
“Demon To The Dark” feels gospel-inspired, with Little plead-
ing for forgiveness with his smooth, honest vocals while gloomy 
piano plays underneath. These two tracks are a bit of a departure 
from Son Little’s eponymous first album, which had a much more 
bluesy, hazy feel. Furthermore, Son Little featured a heavier use 
of electronic sounds, such as on the psychedelic “Go Blue Blood 
Red.” Other highlights include the rambunctious “The River,” mini-
malistic and romantic “Lay Down,” and otherworldly “I’m Gone”. 
However, “Blue Magic” and “Demon To The Dark” are the perfect 
songs for a mellow summer day.
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Gowri Sunder | Staff Writer
photos by Theodore Teichman | Visual Editor

Welcome Home
Greeted by pulsing music and the proclamation of a “black multime-
dia space,” I immediately felt the gallery buzzing with energy around 
the brightly colored portraits of young, black, gender non-conforming 
males and color-blocked sculptures constructed from found materials. 
“My Boys” is spray painted along the wall of portraits, functioning as 
a sort of shrine to the young men portrayed in the softly lit, rosy pho-
tographs. Trash bags, nets, and a very specific shade of blue break 
up the white and grey of the Future Tenant. Welcome Home, which 
opened last Friday and was curated by Sean Beauford, featuring the 
work of Carnegie Mellon art student Kasem Kydd and artist Brendon 
Hawkins, is a vivid celebration of youth, community, and identity.
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Hawkins is a photographer and artist who recently moved back to Pittsburgh 
from New York, and this is his first exhibition. Bouncing and dancing around the 
gallery, he projects exuberance and sincerity, qualities reflected in his work. “My 
BOYS” is a series of work capturing his community of black queer men. At first 
glance, the portraits have a feel that is somewhere in-between editorial photog-
raphy and pop art; the rosy background and the soft artificial light interact with 
the blocks of color to create this effect. However, the millennial editorial style of 
photography transcends fashion or aesthetic genres in the relationship between 
subject and photographer. Each portrait is titled by the name of the subject. The 
gazes of these men are soft. These portraits then become incredibly intimate, 
relationships which became clear in my conversation with Hawkins. He talks of 
having personal relationships with each of the subjects — whether it is the 19-year-
old who he affectionately refers to as “his son” or an ex whose shared history 
became part of the photo.

Hawkins describes the goal of this photo series and his upcoming project “SOFT 
MASC” as a way of using images to complicate the archetypes expected for 
gay males. Traditionally, he explains, you’ll see depictions of gay black men as 
hyper-sexual, hyper-masculine, or hyper-feminine. There’s not a lot of nuance 
or diversity of identity in representation, and that’s what he would like to work 
against in his photography.

This is where that intimacy in portraiture becomes key. We write interesting stories 
and break down societal caricatures when we can paint individuals as people, as 
complex and cherished as we see each other in real life. “I shoot them so I don’t 
have to date them,” Hawkins says. He talks about how gay culture can be so 
sexual, that it’s hard to reach that level of deep relationship without the expecta-
tion for physical relationships as well. The camera lifts that pressure to give way 
to honesty and vulnerability. But make no mistake; although these portraits come 
from a place of deep social awareness, they are shot and presented for the pur-
pose of celebration. And it is this dichotomy that plays towards the subversiveness 
of Hawkins’ work, through the exultation of a community presented without overt 
reference to “otherness.”

History and personal narrative are what tie Hawkins’ work to Kydd’s, but woven 
through sculptures and installations are the stories of displacement and diaspora 
rather than queerness. In the past, Kydd has worked towards art that reflects on 
the black body and spirit in a white society. In this show, his work tells his own 
story. The work is not only about generations of men in his family from the West 
Indies, but also about his personal history tied to New York and Pittsburgh. It 
wrestles with the question of what place defines the self, which intrinsically is tied 
to a question of home.

Materials in this work have almost become a shrine to the experience of feeling 
foreign or out-of-place in society. It tells a story of history that doesn’t fit a clear 
timeline or a narrative, but creates a portrait of a person — it’s about routine, 
family, and loss. The relationship of art to history is always interesting because on 
one hand, we understand humanity through the sequence of complicated, messy 
events. But art often is about the individual and the effort of building home or 
security in the midst of all of the broader commotion.

The history of colonialism, slavery, and oppression are evoked through these 
installations. “My Father Was A Soccer Player, And Built Boats By Hand,” for 
instance, tells a story of his father’s life as a way of understanding his place in the 
world. Each piece is paired with a story that paints a large picture of, perhaps 
more than where he came from, who Kydd is. The installation “Mourning Cricket” 
and video piece “Whaler Out of Water” pull music from artist Alston Becket, 
who was a cultural icon in the West Indies in political and social movements. 

Both pieces play with superstitions and symbols — the first alludes to his relation-
ship with his mother and to a symbol of mourning. The second refers to the ideas 
of industry and superstition in the whale symbolism as livelihood and survival in 
the literal sense. An allusion perhaps also to Moby Dick, the whale is used as a 
symbol of cultural erasure and white supremacy; paired with Horn Fuh Dem by 
Beckett, it generates a history of chasing change and progress.

The harpoon, the basketball jersey, and the soccer nets all work together and 
give us a strange mix of celebration of history with something that’s almost like 
grief. Kydd says that the art was made for himself — playing with speed of pro-
cesses, and understanding his own history as there isn’t a strong West Indian com-
munity he can align himself with in Pittsburgh. It’s about finding personal direction 
in the past, and that tension with the allegories of race and foreignness makes it 
an impactful coming-of-age story.

Before Welcome Home, Kydd and Hawkins had not worked together. Curator 
Sean Beauford brought these two artists together to create this celebration and 
reflection of black youth. These artists’ works are both about displacement and 
love for community, and how we build our own when society has not given us a 
proper place or identity to call home. It’s hard to put language to ideas of “Self” 
when the dominant society has done its best to erase you. Humans are drawn to 
people like ourselves — we look for familiarity in ourselves and others. To create 
art that can be about the individual and the quotidian, and to allow it to become 
relevant to the universal experience, is not always afforded to people of color 
and LGBTQ folk. Activism comes in many forms, and sometimes it’s a celebration 
that transforms and transcends. Stepping into a space that does not reduce the 
complexity of identity or take away the tenderness and specificity of the personal 

was powerful. As a viewer, it was an honor 
to be allowed into the moments and the 

people that have come to shape who 
these artists are today because, as corny 
as it may sound, we find home in our art 

as we find home in each other.
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Caleb Miller | Staffwriter

In the fall of 2016, Son Little found himself in the 
remote city of Darwin, Australia, wrapping up a 
long tour. He had been swamped since his self-
titled debut album came out in 2015, touring and 
working with other musicians’ projects, and had 
been yearning to write again. He finally found 
his chance under Darwin’s starry, tropical night 
sky but was in need of a guitar. Luckily, a blind 
Aboriginal singer Gurrumul (who passed away 
soon after earlier this year) lent him a guitar. 
It was a lefty guitar, so Son Little had to play it 
upside down, yet he still found enough inspira-
tion to write five songs in just twenty four hours. 
Three of those songs would make the final cut 
on Son Little’s sophomore album. New Magic 
was released this past Friday, and it is a sonic 
departure from his debut: he will be playing a 21 
and over show at the Club Cafe in Pittsburgh on 
Thursday, Sept. 21.

Paola Mathus | Staff Artist
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Little won a Grammy in 2015 as a producer, 
working with soul legend Mavis Staples. But as a 
songwriter and performer he is part of a genera-
tion that is defying definition, and fusing genres 
and production techniques to create songs that 
sound both primal and fresh. Artists like Little or 
New Orleans’ favorite son Trombone Shorty may 
be too ambitious to top the pop charts but they 
have gained critical acclaim and a loyal follow-
ing. In an interview with The Tartan, Little cites 
a wide range of artists such as Gary Clark Jr., 
Curtis Harding, Anderson. Paak, Tame Impala, 
and Grizzly Bear as part of this new wave who 
are “chipping away at the same sort of monolith, 
the same sort of strict genre-based music.”

Born Aaron Livingston in Los Angeles, he grew 
up listening to rock, jazz, and R&B. His fam-
ily migrated across the country, ending up in 
Queens where he discovered hip-hop. After 
spending high school in suburban New Jersey, 
Livingston returned to New York to attend 
Columbia University. He was unhappy there and 
dropped out, later enrolling in Temple University 
in Philadelphia, where his musical career really 
began to gather steam. There he met The Roots, 
playing music with them and featuring on a song 
on their album Undun. But, slowly, the music in 
Livingston’s life began to die out. He grew unhap-
py again, bouncing from job to job. “I got to a 
point where I almost fell out of love with music,” 
he said, “I felt like I was over it.”

A few years later, however, Livingston would 
rediscover music and songwriting, ironically find-
ing himself by taking on a new identity, Son Little. 
This fresh persona helped free him up to break 
down those genre walls he found so confining.

He described his debut album, Son Little, which 
was released in 2015, as a “rebirth,” return-
ing him to his love of music. The project was a 
revelation, as he combined blues, R&B, soul, 
rock, hip-hop, country, and electronic to create 
a unique fusion. The genre-breaking sounds of 
his first record were important to him because 
he strives to avoid the “tight, little, three-word 
phrases to describe what [genre] something is.” 
With his music, he said, “I get to those three 
words, and then it’s six words, and then ten 
words and now I’m writing you an essay about 
what this is because there’s so many things that 
warrant saying.”

Songs like the grooving “Toes” or rowdy “The 
River” fall more towards rock, with energizing 
guitar riffs and drum beats, while the mixture of 
acoustic guitar and a twangy riff on “Carbon” 
lend it a country vibe. The heartfelt “O Mother” 
bleeds with soul, “Lay Down” is simple but sooth-

ing, and the sparse opening track “I’m Gone” 
sounds like blues from another planet. 

Most of the album sounds heavily produced — 
the tracks are deeply layered, and he uses many 
unusual and hard-to-place sonic elements. Little 
has always liked to experiment with creating 
bizarre sounds, and says that while on tours 
“we’re all in the van and I might take my laptop 
or my iPad out and just make beats.” In fact, he 
had been experimenting on his laptop on the van 
ride just before this interview.

However, despite messing around with electronic 
music in his spare time, Son Little says that he 
does not add in many computerized sounds in 
production, and that “almost everything that you 
hear in my songs is something that I played out 
in the studio through some combination of gad-
gets.” Furthermore, most of these sounds come 
from “traditional instruments: guitar, bass, drums, 
synths, which is becoming a traditional instrument 
in a way, and electric piano.” His ability to cre-
ate such odd yet captivating sounds using mostly 
traditional instruments reveals his versatility as a 
musician.

His sophomore effort, New Magic, sounds more 
raw and less produced. For Son Little, “new 
magic is just like the old magic.” This mantra 
ushers a return to basics for him, with the album 
taking on a more stripped down, acoustic vibe. 
“Most of these songs on this new record, these 
songs are rooted in the lyrics and the melodies, 
kind of the grooves, not necessarily the instru-
mentation but the feeling of it,” he explained.

While it is still recognizable as Son Little, the 
vocals are less smoothed over, showing off a 
smokier, more emotional side of his voice that 
wasn’t as apparent on the first album. This 
change was not intentional. Instead, he would 
just go for “whatever feels natural to come out” 
and for the shift in style “not to feel forced.” 
This approach also ties into how Son Little thinks 
about the magic of music. For him, there is a cer-
tain mystery to it; he doesn’t quite know where 
it comes from but the music, the magic is there 
within him.

The album opens with “Kimberly’s Mine” and the 
muted strums of the acoustic guitar and ambling 
piano line immediately signal the simple, more 
old-school sound of New Magic. 

This is followed by the mellow lead single “Blue 

Magic,” its bouncy guitar and calming harmo-
nies making you feel like you’re floating among 
the clouds. The much more dark and eerie “O 
Me O My” is next, and Son Little describes the 
tone as “looking around and seeing a society 
crumbling.” The tender “Mad About You” is 
another highlight. The track shows off the emo-
tion in Son Little’s voice — as he yearns for love, 
his vocals become rougher, but it’s these imper-
fections that make the song feel beautifully real. 
The way Son Little cries out over fuzzy guitar on 
the ominous “The Middle” makes it sound like a 
Brothers-era Black Keys song, until the solemn, 
delicate strings kick in. The album closes with 
“Demon To The Dark,” a slow, sincere dialogue 
with Washington Phillips, a deacon and little-
known musician from the early 1900s whose 
music was deeply religious, in which Son Little 
pleads for forgiveness and asks for direction in 
life.

Son Little will play in the Steel City later this 
week, and since much of his library, especially 
Son Little, incorporates many electronic sounds, 
the live performances may sound different than 
his studio cuts. He says that he and his band 
have gone back and forth on how to incorpo-
rate these elements, sometimes playing them on 
loops in the background and sometimes exclud-
ing them. His attitude has changed recently, 
however. “Rather than try to replicate what is 
on the record, we try to capture the essence 
of each song as best as we can with what we 
have.”
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The old, nearly blind 
shaman slowly crossed 
the stage, holding his 
daughter’s supportive 
hand to enter the 
dimmed spotlight. After 

taking his seat center 
stage, the almost mythic 

singer-songwriter Rodriguez 
immediately looked more at 

home when he put on a white 
straw hat and took his guitar in 

hand, and the show was off.

Last Wednesday night, Rodriguez 
played at the Carnegie Library Music 

Hall of Homestead. The musician is 
probably best known in the United 

States for being the subject of the 
2012 film Searching for Sugar Man, 

which won the Academy Award for Best 
Documentary Feature. In his music career, 

Rodriguez recorded two classic albums 
of psychedelic folk rock that featured his 

profound counterculture lyrics, Cold Fact 
(1970) and Coming From Reality (1971), 

which garnered critical acclaim in the U.S., but 
little in the way of financial success. The 
recordings proved successful in Australia, 
where Rodriguez toured in 1979, but 
other than that tour, he had for all intents 
and purposes retired from music and 
gone about an unassuming working-
class life in the United States. It wasn’t 
until a group of diehard South African 
fans tracked him down in the mid-1990s 
(as recounted in Searching for Sugar 
Man) that he found out his recordings 
were hugely popular in their country, 
where his anti-establishment, 

political songs resonated with a 
generation of young, white 

conscripted soldiers who had 
grown disenchanted with the 
Apartheid government (whose 
censors banned Rodriguez).

Rodriguez was in good voice 
for Wednesday’s concert, 
sounding much like he did as 
a younger man on his records. 

One might hypothesize that 
this is a benefit of his being 

denied the rock stardom he 
deserved in his youth and thereby 

being spared the hazardous excesses 
of such a lifestyle and the years of live 

performance which can deteriorate the voice. For 
the set list Rodriguez supplemented the material 
from his two albums with a selection of covers of 

pop and rock standards. After choosing the white 
straw hat on the table next to him rather than the 
other black hat, he explained that the hats have 
particular personalities. He then opened with a 
solo acoustic rendition of “Your Song,” looking 
vaguely reminiscent, with his hat and glasses, 
of Elton John on the cover of his 1974 Greatest 
Hits album. The awkward tension of kicking off 
the show with an acoustic solo that left the band 
standing there, holding their instruments, had 
me on the edge of my seat. As “Your Song” 
wrapped up, the band members, a guitarist, a 
bassist, and a drummer, kicked into the decidedly 
harder rocking Cold Fact classic “Only Good for 
Conversation.”

Rodriguez did justice to a number of songs off 
his albums, including his best known song “Sugar 
Man.” He provided an amusing commentary, 
warning that “Sugar Man” described a reality of 
drug dealing and purchasing but did not advocate 
such endeavors, and, after a solid performance of 
another relatively famous one of his songs, “I 
Wonder,” joked that he wondered but did not 
want to know the answers to the questions in the 
song.

The show also contained numerous surprising 
quirks. In “Inner City Blues,” the distinctive 
beeping sound effect present on the Cold Fact 
album was mimicked live by the drummer who 
had a percussion instrument like a special type 
of cowbell to hit the approximate tone. For 
one of his songs about the wealthy versus the 
poor, Rodriguez took off the white straw hat and 
grabbed a do-rag out of his shirt pocket to wear, 
giving him the personality of one of the street 
toughs in his songs. After that he changed his 
glasses to a pair of something like night-vision 
goggles that gave him an almost alien look as the 
green lights filled the space of his eyes.

One of the best performances was his placid, 
longing rendition of “I Think of You,” off Coming 
From Reality. He also appropriately closed out 
his initial set prior to the encore with the Cold 
Fact breakup song “Forget It,” which says in the 
lyrics, “thanks for your time \ and you can thank 
me for mine \ and after that’s said \ forget it.” 
But there could be no forgetting after such a 
performance, and the audience gave a several-
minute-long standing ovation demanding that he 
come back out on stage. When Rodriguez came 
back on stage, he had taken off the white shirt 
and black vest he had had on earlier and wore 
a black hat and a tank top as cool as his songs. 
He performed renditions of the ‘60s rock classics 
“Light My Fire” by the Doors and “Somebody 
to Love” by Jefferson Airplane in an interesting 
rearrangement. Having earlier performed in the 

concert the pop standards “I 
Only Have Eyes for You” and 
“On the Street Where You 
Live,” Rodriguez closed out the 
encore with a stirring rendition 
of “I’m Gonna Live Till I Die,” 
which came to a rocking 
conclusion as Rodriguez 
arose from his stool to rock 
out on the interplay with his 
lead guitarist. Having taken 
his final bow, Rodriguez 
left his audience with 
the enduring message: 
“Power to the people!” 
with a fist raised in 
solidarity.

Regardless of whether 
he played ballads or rock 
songs, what stuck out 
through the whole show 
was Rodriguez’s ultra-chill 
composure and persona. 
Between songs Rodriguez 
did not talk a whole lot, but 
when he did he spoke very gently 
as though he were the embodiment 
of the humility and wisdom 
that comes with living the 
type of hard-knock life he 
has had for most of his 
75 years. He is a man 
who has long held the 
idealistic dreams of 
the hippie-era and 
been humbled by 
the stark, conservative 
realities, which have 
since that time squelched 
any such dreams. In the 
intervening years between his 
early retirement from music and 
rediscovery, Rodriguez managed 
to earn a degree in philosophy 
and even ran, albeit unsuccessfully, 
for Detroit city office. He beautifully 
condensed the complexity of the 
human condition into the basic 
statements that people are highly 
emotionally sensitive beings, that love 
and hate are extremely powerful forces, 
and that we should be aware of these 
things in our interactions and act kindly 
toward each other.

Rodriguez shaman with a guitar

Jeremy Goldstein | Staffwriter
art by Bernice Yu | Staff Artist
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Lula Banker | Contributing EditorCambridge Footlights Lisa Qian | Staff Designer

I don’t know if it is the thought of aristocratic 
English folk flailing about in an embarrassing way, 
or nostalgic thoughts about the comedy greats of 
Monty Python, but for whatever reason I find that 
comedy is 150 percent funnier when performed 
by those from across the pond (i.e., Brits). Even 
the English accent itself occasionally causes me to 
giggle. It was with this great accent-related joy that 
I attended my fourth Cambridge Footlights perfor-
mance on Monday night in McConomy Auditorium.

The 11:00 p.m. performance was attended by far 
fewer people than the troupe merited. Not even 
half of the rows of seats were filled as we were 
patiently ushered toward the front after buying $5 
tickets. There had been a fire drill before whose 
alarms had kept performers and audience mem-
bers outside during the time when the show was 
supposed to start. It’s possible that with this delay 
and no promise of the performance occurring, 
some audience members gave up the ghost early 
in favor of snuggling in bed with some homework.

The performance opened with Carnegie Mellon’s 
very own No Parking Players, the comedy sub-
troupe of the drama club Scotch’n’Soda, per-
forming a series of comedy sketches to consistent 
laughter and applause. Though perhaps a little 
less ribald than later audience responses, there 
was still an air of appreciation and enjoyment. 

Particularly successful was the sketch that turned 
the watching of a network TV nightly news show 
into something resembling the conversation that 
serious fans of Game of Thrones might have while 
watching the show. Talks of spoilers and a thor-
oughly fabricated characterization and plot line of 
the featured meteorologist causes giggles to erupt 
from the audience. Instead of books offering spoil-
ers to those watching, one of the characters read a 
newspaper that the other two on the couch did not 
want to hear anything from. The depth of the joke 
and its different facets and references captured the 
audience and entertained them at each clever turn.

When the Footlights came on stage, the energy 
in the audience definitely picked up. Throughout 
the evening, they performed sketches that ranged 
in length from 30 seconds to 15 minutes or so. 
Throughout the evening, they also called out audi-
ence members sitting in the front row, much to these 
individuals’ mortification and glee. Perhaps one 
of the best sketches of the night was an extended 
scene that chronicled a school bus full of children 
on their way to an evening performance of Cats. 
The field trip had already encountered other dif-
ficulties, so the evening performance was the last 
shot. The two female teachers, both played by 
male actors, were very thorough in attempting to 
confirm that everyone had used the restroom prior 
to getting on the bus. At one point, both actors 

mimed going to the back of the bus to examine 
the onboard toilet, and their miming of the motion 
of walking back on a school bus had the audience 
completely erupting in laughter; rather flamboyant-
ly, they walked in synchronization while grabbing 
on to the backs of invisible seats on either side. It 
was absolutely absurd and also entirely relatable.

One of the more bizarre sketches of the evening 
was between two of the individuals and contained 
very little dialogue. One of the women performing 
held out a sheet of paper to another performer 
to show him that it was warm. The actor touched 
the paper, and then in the following minutes with 
more and more intensity and drama, the actor pro-
ceeded to moan in ecstasy and bewilderment and 
rub the paper all over himself. It was the type of 
comedy wherein half of the humor came from the 
duration of the sketch. The poor actor looked like 
he wasn’t breathing, such was the intensity with 
which he was moving this paper over himself. It was 
so strange and totally hysterical.

These are just two of the amazing sketches from 
Monday night. The five actors — two women, three 
men — put their all into it, even after being delayed 
by the fire alarm. For those lucky enough to have 
more years at Carnegie Mellon, I hope they come 
back, and if they do, please attend and laugh until 
your belly hurts.

The renowned comedy troupe filled Carnegie Mellon’s campus with laughter yet again
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Auto Correct
by Peter Sheehan

Julie Sanscartier | Comics Editor

Secret Shame
by Brian Gordon

fowllanguagecomics.com

comics



 1. Accessory
 2. Sheikdom in the Persian Gulf
 3. Hoarding
 4. Decorative case
 5. Bird homes
 6. Pay for
 7. Dreadful
 8. Bump off
 9. Rule, for short
10. Instant
11. Photochemical
12. Mexican dish
13. Freezing mixture
19. Went under
21. Bar bill
25. Type of school or cook
26. Failures
28. Antlered animal
30. Render weaponless
33. Frozen Wasser
34. Elicit
36. Fairly dry, when describing champagne
39. Type of tide
40. Knock vigorously
41. Not sociable
42. Period of a renter’s lease
43. Supervise
46. Gad about
47. Wicker receptacle for documents
48. Blind
50. Italy’s Villa d’___
52. Architect I.M.
55. Folded food
57. Roman goddess of the hearth
58. Pays to play
61. “It’s ___ real”
62. Cool!
64. Exploit
65. Numbered rd.

 1. Missing
 7. Grime
11. 1970 Jackson 5 hit
14. Jaw
15. Bakery employee
16. Junkyard dog
17. Swindle
18. Merchant ship’s nationality
20. Annoy
22. City on the Nile
23. China’s Chou En-___
24. RR stop
25. Previous monetary unit of Germany
27. ___ dancing is popular with cowboys!
29. Singer Ives
31. Bird of prey
32. “The Ice Storm” director
35. Revivalists
37. Against a proposition
38. Abductor
41. From ___ Z
44. Litigant
45. Attack with severe criticism
49. Golfer Ballesteros
51. Group of tents
53. Ask for divine guidance
54. Ragtime dance
56. Sister of Zsa Zsa
59. “Wheel of Fortune” buy
60. Magna ___
61. Happening every two years
63. Not safe
66. Treeless tract
67. “___ Ventura” was played by Jim Carrey
68. Bone: Prefix
69. Tantalizes
70. Cleaning agent
71. Spotted
72. Late bloomers 

across

horoscopes: 

horoscopes

Aries
march 21–april 19

Outwardly hating that everything is pumpkin spice flavored, 
but eating it all anyways is your aesthetic.

Taurus
april 20–may 20

Pumpkin patterned EVERYTHING.

Gemini
may 21–june 20

Who cares if Halloween is in October? Start decorating today.

Cancer
june 21–july 19

Leo
july 20–aug. 22

Sweater weather!

Virgo
aug. 23–sept. 20

Leaves! (Crunch!)

Libra
sept. 21–oct.19

Sipping warm apple cider in your 8:30 just to be extra.

Scorpio
oct. 20–nov. 20

Going apple picking and then regretting wearing your good 
shoes.

Sagittarius
nov. 21–dec. 20

Go ahead and wear those beanies you’ve been hiding all 
summer.

Capricorn
dec. 21–jan. 19

Watch The Nightmare Before Christmas and internally 
wonder which holiday is more appropriate to watch it.

Aquarius
jan. 20–feb. 20

Your hands are fffalways cold. Maybe you have a new ghost 
friend?

Pisces
feb. 21–march 20

It is now Prime Flannel Time™.

crossword

down

Julie Sanscartier | Comics Editor
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Crossword courtesy of FreeDailyCrosswords.com

The signs as Fall Things™ 

You are constantly in a state of stress because how 
does one dress for a day that is 55 degrees in the 
morning but 80 degrees by mid-afternoon?
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CMU Art Lecture: Ian Cheng
6:30–8 p.m.
Kresge Theater, College of Fine Arts
More Info: facebook.com

This Tuesday, Ian Cheng will be  
lecturing in collaboration with the 
Carnegie Museum of Art to  
commemorate his digital simulation 
“Emissary Sunsets the Self.” The piece 
will be on display from Sept. 22, 2017 
to Jan. 28, 2018. Cheng’s digital work 
explores a unique blend of artificial intel-
ligence and cognitive science. He is  
deeply interested in the human 
experience and often works with live 
simulations.

Connects: Design Thinking Through 
Understanding People
12:30–2 p.m.
Gates Hillman Center 8102
Register Here: cmu.edu/swartz-center-for-
entrepreneurship

Director of the Imaginaries Lab in the 
School of Design, Dan Lockton, will be 
presenting this installation of the Swartz 
Center for Entrepreneurship’s CONNECT 
series. “Design Thinking Through 
Understanding People” promises to be an 
exploration into the mind of the average 
person to better understand how to  
translate thought into innovation. The event 
will also be live-streamed via  
Facebook Live.

Some Assembly Required: Opening Night
7 p.m.
Contemporary Craft
2100 Smallman Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Tickets: showclix.com

Attack Theater’s Some Assembly Required 
is coming back to Pittsburgh, and bringing 
with it a fusion of art, music, and dance in 
one amazing performance. The show  
incorporates improvisation and spontaneity 
with planned choreography, making every 
performance brand new. Performances will 
also be held on Sept. 22 and 23. Check out 
the ticketing information for  
specific details.

Gallery Crawl
5:30–10 p.m.
Cultural District
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222
More info: crawl.trustarts.org

The Fall Gallery Crawl is the perfect 
opportunity to take in the Pittsburgh arts 
scene and includes everything from music 
to visual arts. This year’s line up of events 
include a Night Market in Market Square, 
Wigle Whiskey Tasting Rooms, The Rising 
Voices Youth Choir, and much more. The 
entire line-up and brochure are available 
online.

Miller Gallery Exhibition Reception
6–8 p.m.
Miller Gallery
More info: millergallery.cfa.cmu.edu

This Friday, the Miller Gallery is proud to 
kick off not one, not two, but three  
exhibitions in collaboration with the Hunt 
Institute for Botanical Documentation, the 
wats:ON Festival SHIFT 2017, and have 
related programming at The Frank-Ratchye 
STUDIO for Creative Inquiry. The  
exhibitions, Worlds Within, DESIGNING 
THE COMPUTATIONAL IMAGE, and Hadi 
Tabatabai: Transitional Spaces, feature 
everything from rare photographs and films 
to original artwork.

wednesdaytuesday

friday

09.20.1709.19.17

09.22.17

15

thursday
09.21.17



Flor at The Underground

photos by Neil Khera 
Junior Staff Photographer

This past Thursday, Activities Board 
brought the L.A.-based indie and alter-
native band Flor to The Underground. 
The band recently released their full-
length studio album come out. you’re 
hiding, featuring the hits “hold on,” 
“back again,” and “warm blood.” 

Flor most notably revives nuances of 
the ‘80s electronic music movement 
through their music, primarily with 
electronic music-making programs and 
synthesizers. However, while playing 
live, the band performed many acous-
tic renditions of their songs. 
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