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Waste code update 
will affect renters  

Peduto talks OnePGH at CMU panel

ADAM TUNNARD
News Editor

This past month, the Pittsburgh 
City Council unanimously passed 
changes to municipal waste code 
619 that will primarily affect rent-
ers and landlords in Pittsburgh. 
The changes will go into effect 
this summer. According to the 
office of Erika Strassburger, who 
spearheaded the changes, the “ul-
timate goal is to make it easier for 
people to recycle and hopefully 
increase the amount of material 
that is recycled.”

Among the changes made, 
new provisions now require 
landlords to “provide both waste 
and recycling storage containers 
for their tenants, these must be 
watertight with close fitting lids,” 
and to provide Pittsburgh specific 
recycling literature “to tenants as 
part of leases,” said Moira Egler, 
Councilperson Strassburger’s 
Chief of Staff, in an interview 
with The Tartan.

In addition to these changes, 
violations of the new waste 
code will now result in notices 
being sent to both the tenant 
and landlord and the mandate to 
recycle will be made more explicit 
in the code itself.

Small recycling changes have 
been clarified, as stated in the 
Pittsburgh Public Works waste 
regulations website.

These include the ability 
to place recycling out in blue 
translucent bags and the 
codification of set out times as 

being “no sooner than 6 p.m. the 
day prior to collection, no later 
than 6 a.m. day of collection,” and 
bin retrieval times as being “by 10 
p.m. the day of collection.”

The legislation was an effort 
made in partnership with the 
City of Pittsburgh Bureau of 
Environmental Services and with 
the office of Pittsburgh Mayor Bill 
Peduto. It passed unanimously in 
the council with few amendments.

The only pushback on the 
legislation came from a collection 
of residents that raised concerns 
about the code’s initial bin retriev-
al time, which was that bins had 
to be removed from side streets 
no later than 7:00 p.m. Some 
residents, like those working 
odd hours or with afternoon and 
night shifts, would be negatively 
affected by this set time.

Addressing these concerns, the 
latest possible retrieval time was 
pushed back to 10:00 p.m. in the 
now-passed legislation. Previous-
ly, the legislation did not enforce 
a specified removal time.

In response to the prospect of 
rent increases due to the mandate 
that landlords provide waste 
bins, Egler stated that the office 
“[hasn’t] heard concerns” about 
such an issue, and that “the con-
tainers are pretty reasonably 
priced.” Egler then noted that the 
mandate is specifically for “apart-
ment buildings with five and fewer 
units,” and that these changes are 
“common sense provisions that 

Fienburg memorial lecture talks 
sensationalism and statistics

JACOB PAUL
Layout Manager

“Numbers do not speak for 
themselves,” said Sir David 
Spiegelhalter, a world-renowned 
statistician, to a crowd of near-
ly 100 professors and students 
who had gathered in McConomy 
Auditorium to hear him speak. 
“The stories we tell, the way 
they’re packaged makes all the dif-
ference to their emotional impact.”

We are living in the age of 
data. Technology plays a bigger 
role in people’s daily lives than 
ever before, and many of society’s 
core issues can be reframed as 
statistical problems. Yet it is also 
the age of misinformation, and 
the field of statistics is facing more 
challenges than ever before.

Sir David Spiegelhalter’s lec-
ture on Monday, April 22, was 
the second installment of the Ste-
phen and Joyce Fienberg memo-
rial lecture series. Stephen Fien-
berg, who died of cancer in 2016, 

was the head of the Carnegie 
Mellon statistics department. 
He was highly respected and 
influential in the field of statistics 
for his dedication to applying 
statistics for societal good. Joyce 
Fienberg, Stephen Fienbergs’s 
wife who perished in the Tree 
of Life synagogue shooting last 
Oct., worked as a researcher 
at the Learning Research and 
Development Center at the 
University of Pittsburgh and was a 
great supporter and friend of the 
statistics department at Carnegie 
Mellon.

“Steve sets a high bar for how 
statistic are communicated,” 
said Sir David Spiegelhalter. In 
his lecture, he focused on how 
statistics are manipulated for 
sensational and persuasive means. 
Spiegelhalter serves as a chair 
at the Winton Centre for Risk 
and Evidence Communication, 
which is part of the University 
of Cambridge’s department of 
mathematics. In his career, he 

has published over 200 papers 
and written several books. He has 
spent the last decade focusing 
on the application of statistics 
to everyday life, appearing in 
numerous T.V. specials on BBC 
and CNN to discuss issues re-
lated to probability and climate 
change. In 2014, he was knighted 
for his service to medical statistics, 
but he jokes that his greatest 
achievement is an appearance on 
the game show Winter Wipeout.

Spiegelhalter explained the 
pipeline of statistical evidence. 
Initially, data is collected by 
researchers and statisticians. 
Their research is then passed on 
to journals and the commissioners 
of the research, all of whom may 
have “selection biases.” Then the 
research is turned over to the 
press offices “who decide what 
to put out and how to package 
those numbers so that it will get 

6 months after Tree of Life, 
Poway temple targeted

JACOB PAUL
Layout Manager

On Saturday, a gunman 
entered a synagogue in Califor-
nia shouting anti-Semitic slurs, 
and opened fire with an AR-15 
style gun, as reported by The New 
York Times.

The shooting left a 60 year old 
woman dead, a rabbi wounded in 
his hand, and two others injured 
by shrapnel wounds.

It occurred on the Sabbath, 
and the last day of Passover, 
a week-long holiday that 
celebrates Jewish liberation 
from slavery.

The shooting took place at 
the Chabad of Poway. Poway is 
a suburban town about 25 miles 
north of San Diego.

The shooting occurred exactly 
six months after the Tree of Life 
synagogue shooting that jarred 
Pittsburgh and the Jewish com-
munity at large on Oct. 27, 2018. 
It is the most recent in a series of 
deadly attacks in houses of wor-
ship, including the mass shoot-
ing in mosques in New Zealand 

last month and the church bomb-
ings in Sri Lanka last week.

The gunman has been 
identified as John Earnest, a 
19 year old from San Diego. He 
fled the synagogue after the 
shooting, but soon after called 
the California Highway Patrol 
to report his location and was 
apprehended.

Police are reportedly 
investigating a manifesto that 
was posted on 8chan before 
the shooting, which is filled 
with white nationalist conspir-
acy theories and racist slurs, as 
reported by The New York Times.

Last year, a study released 
by the Anti-Defamation League 
found a 57 percent increase in 
anti-Semitic incidents.

Jonathan Greenblatt, the 
chief executive and national 
director of the Anti-Defamation 
League, told The New York Times 
that “This was a pointed attack 
on Chabad, on the visible Jewish 
community here, and this is a 
collective attack on all Jewish 
communities — this is anti-Sem-
itism unleashed.”

NORA MATTSON
Editor-in-Chief

Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto 
is continuing his effort to get 
his stalled fund for social and 
sustainable action in Pittsburgh, 
OnePGH, off the ground.

A panel this past Thursday 
titled “The City of Pittsburgh, 
OnePGH, and Alignment with the 
Sustainable Development Goals” 
brought this discussion to Carnegie 
Mellon’s campus. Speaking 
alongside Peduto was the head 
of Heinz College in Washington, 
D.C., Amb. Sarah Mendelson, 
serving as the panel moderator, 
and panelists Leah Lizarondo, 
Heinz alum and CEO of 412Food 
Rescue, Jerry MacCleary, CEO of 
materials company Covestro, and 

Anthony Pipa, Senior Fellow at the 
Brookings Institution.

The talk was framed around 
Pittsburgh’s interpretation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs): 17 markers developed 
by the U.N. as a guide for global 
growth. These goals, Peduto 
claims, align with the 10 areas 
developed by the Rockefeller 
Foundation and the City of 
Pittsburgh for the city’s 12-year 
resiliency plan. These, in turn, be-
came Peduto’s proposed OnePGH 
fund, which would funnel money 
from the city, local nonprofits, 
and corporations to organizations 
working toward 47 planned proj-
ects.

Peduto emphasized the 
importance of action on the 
city level, citing a “vacuum of 

leadership in Washington.” 
However, according to Peduto, 
OnePGH is neccesary because the 
City of Pittsburgh does not have 
the leverage to act on its own. 
“[The projects] can’t happen un-
der old models. Old models are 
city government,” said Peduto.

“We don’t have the capacity 
to address hunger and poverty,” 
said Peduto, “but if we create a 
separate organization that then 
helps those that are on the ground 
addressing hunger and homeless-
ness, and being able to use that 
organization to prop up the non-
profits throughout the city and 
this region, then we can get to our 
goals together.”

MacCleary, when asked by 

See PANEL, A3

See STATS, A3

See RECYCLING, A3

Sir David Spiegelhalter visited from Cambridge to discuss statisitcal reporting in the second Fienburg memorial lecture.
Jacob Paul/Staff Photographer

The Poway shooting took place on the 6th month anniversery of the Tree of Life shooting.
Jacob Paul/Staff Photographer

Panelists, among them Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto, discussed the city’s planned sustainability efforts this past Thursday.
Courtesy of Carnegie Mellon
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The legislation was an effort 
made in partnership with the 
City of Pittsburgh Bureau of 
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the office of Pittsburgh Mayor Bill 
Peduto. It passed unanimously in 
the council with few amendments.

The only pushback on the 
legislation came from a collection 
of residents that raised concerns 
about the code’s initial bin retriev-
al time, which was that bins had 
to be removed from side streets 
no later than 7:00 p.m. Some 
residents, like those working 
odd hours or with afternoon and 
night shifts, would be negatively 
affected by this set time.

Addressing these concerns, the 
latest possible retrieval time was 
pushed back to 10:00 p.m. in the 
now-passed legislation. Previous-
ly, the legislation did not enforce 
a specified removal time.

In response to the prospect of 
rent increases due to the mandate 
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“[hasn’t] heard concerns” about 
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19 year old from San Diego. He 
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JACOB PAUL
Contributing Editor

On Wednesday, Senator Amy 
Klobuchar, a candidate running 
for the Democratic nomination 
in the 2020 Presidential election, 
spoke at Stack’d Oakland, a 
popular hamburger restaurant 
and bar right near the University 
of Pittsburgh campus.

Over 500 people attended 
Klobuchar’s event on Wednesday, 
according to Klobuchar’s cam-
paign. The venue reached 
maximum capacity and a large 
crowd spilled onto Oakland 
Avenue.

Some attendees were big fans 
of Klobuchar, while others were 
there to see what she’s all about. 
2020 will be the first election that 

Delany Hernich, a freshman at the 
University of Pittsburgh, votes in. 
Henrich said that she wants “to 
be as informed as [she] can about 
different candidates.”

Klobuchar arrived in a black 
SUV, waving to the crowd, and 
then walked over to shake a 
few hands. “I have to greet the 
people!” she said.

Senator Klobuchar is running 
as a moderate. While she is 
aligned with most Democratic 
candidates on issues of immi-
gration, abortion and LGBTQ+ 
rights, she is trying to cast herself 
as more realistic than other can-
didates, which is appealing to her 
supporters.

“I just like that she’s so 

Klobuchar was greeted by supporters outside the Oakland resturaunt on Wednesday.

See KLOBUCHAR, A3
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Sen. Klobuchar brings 
campaign to Stack’d

SCS lecture series hosts 
ethicists in second year 

Phone scam still targeting int’l students  

WILSON EKERN
Copy Manager

The Ethics for Technologists 
lecture series is back for another 
year, bringing speakers to discuss 
the intersections between technol-
ogy and its impact on the world. 
Maggie Oates, a Ph.D. student in 
Societal Computing at Carnegie 
Mellon and one of the head 
organizers of the lecture series, 
told The Tartan that her agenda 
for the lecture series is to “better 
equip students in identifying and 
thinking about moral issues in 
their life as it relates to tech.”

Oates’ own motivation to 
begin the lecture series, which 
she organizes along with Human 
and Computer Interaction Ph.D. 
student Kristin Williams and 
Societal Computing Ph.D. Tom 
Magelinski, came when she took 
a class on “AI and Social Good.” 
Oates mentioned, “On the first 
day of class we spent a good 40 
minutes doing the classic ‘What is 
artificial intelligence really?’ [but] 
in the last few minutes of class, 
the professor said, jokingly, ‘well 
now is the part where we should 
define social good’… And that 
was really the last time that we 
directly addressed that concept in 
the class.”

She feels that “CMU students 
in general, but computer science 
students in particular, don’t have 
a lot of exposure to ideas outside 
of their technical curriculum,” 
and she hopes to change that with 
this lecture series.

The first installment in the 
series was titled “TL;DR Ethics: 
One Hour, One Chalkboard, and 
a Comprehensive Structure of 
Ethical Theories for Computer 
Scientists” and was presented by 
Professor Alex John London, the 
Clara L. West Professor of Ethics 
and Philosophy, and the Director 
of the Center for Ethics and Policy 
at Carnegie Mellon.

The lecture took place on Sept. 
9 in Gates 4405, and around 50 

people, mostly graduate students 
in the School of Computer Science 
(SCS) were in attendance. The 
lecture was essentially an hour-
long distillation of a 5-week class, 
and dealt with a wide range of 
ethical frameworks, from egoism’s 
maximization of personal good to 
consequentialism’s maximization 
of universal good.

London used a flowchart to 
divide various ethical ideas, 
with questions like “Is the good 
a foundation concept?”, “Is the 
good one thing?” and “How 
do we choose?” lined up on a 
whiteboard. According to London, 
these questions form the basis 
of every ethical theory, and how 
one answers them decides the 
baselines of, say, whether a self-
driving car crashes into a group 
of pedestrians, or swerves and 
potentially hurts its occupants.

The second lecture was 
presented by Os Keyes, a Ph.D. 
student at the University of 
Washington studying Human-
Centered Design and Engineering, 
titled “Technology and Tactics: 
A manifesto for sociotechnical 
liberation,” was centered on 
the questions of “How does 
technology shape the way we 
live our lives?” and “How can we 
use/destroy tech to improve our 
lives?”

Keyes delivered a wide-ranged 
talk, from discussing Carnegie 
Mellon professors being “com-
plicit in war and bloody murder,” 
for their work on on image-
recognition algorithms used in 
drone strikes, to military-funded 
facial recognition technology, 
and some of the methods of 
pushing back against poten-
tially destructive technologies. 
They juxtaposed the failures of 
OpenOversight, a crowd-sourced 
database that aimed to provide 
police oversight in Chicago, and 
the successes of Tech4Society, 
a group focused on creating 

Constitution Day event hosts Pitt 
professor William M. Carter, Jr.

JAMES HAGERTY
Staffwriter

Last Wednesday, in celebration 
of this past Tuesday’s Constitution 
Day, University of Pittsburgh 
Professor of Law William M. 
Carter, Jr. gave a lecture in the 
Tepper Quadrangle’s Citrone 
Conference Center. Carter’s lec-
ture discussed the U.S. Constitu-
tion and its historical implications 
on slavery and the Civil War.

Carnegie Mellon has presented 
these lectures since 2005, covering 
topics like gerrymandering and 
immigration executive orders. 
Event organizer Andy Prisbylla 
told The Tartan that Professor 
Carter was highly recommended 
as a speaker by several members of 
Carnegie Mellon faculty. Prisbylla 
added that all colleges receiving 
federal funding are required to 
incorporate Constitution Day 
activities into their programming.

Carter set the tone for his 

lecture, saying, “When I learned 
constitutional law as a child, 
I got a very rosy picture of 
our constitutional regime and 
democracy, and I learned that 
progress is upwards. I became 
more cynical after becoming a 
law professor and rejected the 
idea that the Constitution is a 
shining beam of hope. Though 
I am of the view that the 
Constitution is neither infallible 
or irredeemable.”

To put American slavery into 
perspective, Carter reminded 
his audience, “The legal status 
of slavery existed in this country 
significantly longer than the 
status of freedom. Slavery has 
been abolished for just over 150 
years, but it has existed for over 
250.” He also pointed out that 
the final slave shipment to the 
Americas was in 1860, which 
was surprisingly recent to his 
audience. “There is a distinct 
difference in American slavery; 

unlike other slave systems, it 
became a perpetual, inheritable, 
race-based status,” Carter added.

He went on to discuss the 
nuanced relationship between 
constitutional provisions and 
slavery. Though things like the 
Three-Fifths Clause and the 
Slave Trade Clause are obvious 
examples, Carter spent more 
time discussing how elements 
of the Electoral College and the 
5th Amendment’s Due Process 
Clause have, in unexpected ways, 
influenced slavery.

Carter introduced the 
perspective that without the 
Electoral College, slave states 
would have been at a disadvantage 
due to their large populations of 
non-voting slaves. the Due Process 
Clause, as Carter pointed out, had 
been a means by which slaveown-
ers could protect their property; 
scholars have interpreted that 
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MARIKA YANG
Publisher

In the last several months, 
international students at Carnegie 
Mellon University have been 
targeted by telephone scams 
attempting to extract personal 
and financial information. They 
have been called “sophisticated” 
scams by University Police Chief 
Thomas Ogden for their methods 
and attention to detail.

While the specifics of each 
scam vary case by case, they have 
several commonalities. In all cases 
reported to University Police, the 
victims were Chinese international 
students.

“Asian students [are] being 
contacted by what appears to be 
the Chinese government,” said 
Chief of Police Thomas Odgen 
in an interview with The Tartan. 
Scammers “typically say that 
they’re from the Chinese Embassy 
in New York, that they’re sending 
American police to arrest [them],” 
Odgen says.

In some cases, the calls 
appear to come from the Chinese 
Embassy, while in another, the 
caller claimed to be from a Chinese 
law enforcement agency. Victims 
are told that to prevent arrest or 
deportation, they must transfer a 
specific amount of money into an 
international bank account.

“They are very professional 
criminals, and keep students on 
the line for hours,” said Lieutenant 
Joseph Meyers.

In each case, University 
Police have contacted Homeland 
Security or the local FBI bureau. 
University Police used official 
communications in Jan. to report 
the first case of this nature to 

students. They informed students 
that “this is not an isolated 
incident. We’ve learned that calls 
pretending to come from the 
Chinese Embassy or U.S. govern-
ment agencies are occurring na-
tionwide.”

The most recent case was 
reported on Sept. 11, after a 
student received a call from a 
person claiming to be from the 
Chinese consulate who demand-
ed money. Because the victim 
was instructed to transfer funds 
into the international bank ac-
count via wire transfer, University 
Police hopes Homeland Security 
and Chinese law officials can do 

something to track the funds.
University Police cannot 

confirm whether the cases all 
come from the same source, but 
they believe that they all originate 
in China. They say students and 
the elderly are the most vulnerable 
to these scams.

There are several reasons why 
international students might 
be targeted. As students away 
from their home country and 
family, they need to have ac-
cess to funds for emergencies, 
and scam criminals are aware of 
this. Also, because the U.S. is not 

Rebecca Enright/Art Editor 

Carter is an expert in constitutional law, leading the Tuesday lecture on the Constitution’s implication in American slavery. 
Courtesy of University of Pittsburgh School of Law

See SCAMS, A3



Corrections & Clarifications

Last week, we published an article in the Science and 
Technology section titled “Vehicle safety add-on features can 
prevent 1.6 billion crashes.” The headline should have read 
“Vehicle safety add-on features can prevent 1.6 million crashes.”

If you would like to submit a correction or clarification, please 
email The Tartan at news@thetartan.org or editor@thetartan.
org with your inquiry, as well as the date of the issue and the 
name of the article. We will print the correction or clarification 
in the next print issue and publish it online.
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Hundreds of Pittsburgh students strike over climate inaction

This Friday in front of downtown Pittsburgh’s City-County Building, high school and college students, enviromental organizations, and concerned citizens protested government and corporate inaction on climate change. 
Jacob Paul/Staff Photographer

Alcohol Amnesty
Sept. 15, 2019

Officers responded to Stever 
House after being called about 
an intoxicated Carnegie Mellon 
student. The student was 
provided medical assistance and 
no citations were issued, due to 
alcohol amnesty. 

Criminal Mischief
Sept. 16, 2019

Officers responded to Mudge 
House after damage was observed 
on a vending machine. The 
investigation is ongoing.

Theft
Sept. 20, 2019

A Carnegie Mellon student 
reported that their book bag was 

stolen from the second floor of the 
Cohon Center. The investigation 
is ongoing.

Fake ID 
Sept. 21, 2019

Officers responded to the area 
around the Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
house after a wallet was found. 
Officers recovered the wallet and 
discovered a false identification 
card. The owner was identified 
and issued a citation for carrying 
false identification.

Compiled by
ADAM TUNNARD

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

73° / 54°

TUESDAY

80° / 62°

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
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property protection applied to 
slaves themselves.

Though Carter said he wasn’t 
in full agreement with all of the 
theories on the U.S. Constitution 
and its relationship with slavery, 
Carter was sure to state that “the 
Constitution contains a variety 
of provisions, that, at minimum, 
were at compromise with the 
institution of slavery.”

Carter spent much of the 
lecture discussing the post-
13th Amendment timeline. He 
explained that the Civil Rights Act 
of 1866 came just one year after 
the 13th Amendment, in response 
to the Southern states’ attempts 
to re-establish slavery, as well 
as how there had to be multiple 
Civil Rights Acts in response to 
the Ku Klux Klan and Supreme 
Court defiance. The timeline he 
presented ended in 1877, the de 
facto end to the Reconstruction 
Era, which followed the with-
drawal of federal troops from the 
South.

“I don’t know which Supreme 
Court Justice said it, but I like the 
quote: ‘A constitution can make 
us no better than we are.’ Courts 
tend to move not far beyond the 
consensus in American society 

and using the law to enact social 
change hardly works. It’s not a 
very heartening conclusion for 
Constitution Day, but I’d rather 
have it straight, no chaser,” 
Carter concluded.

Prisbylla told The Tartan, 
“Professor Carter’s scholarship 
on the Civil War Amendments 
felt incredibly relevant to us in 
our current social and political 
situation where our country 
seems more divided than ever 
before. What’s past is prologue, 
and it benefits us all to be aware 
of the atrocities perpetrated to 
those in history, as well as the 
legal and constitutional statutes 
that allowed these cruel acts to 
transpire.“

“As the university takes 
more steps to address diversity 
and inclusion on campus, such 
as the recent formation of the 
Student Center for Diversity 
and Inclusion and the Campus 
Climate Task Force, it’s important 
for us at the Libraries to ensure 
our programming reflects the 
diversity of our community,” 
Prisbylla added. 

“We were thrilled to host 
Professor Carter’s talk and hope 
to present more socially and 
culturally engaging program-
ming in the future,” he said.

“sustainable and sustained 
infrastructures” in society.

Keyes drew a sharp contrast 
between the efforts of these two 
projects. Where OpenOversight 
thought the “solution to a bad 
algorithm was a good one, and 
the solution to a societal problem 
is a technical one,” Tech4Society 
instead directed their work 
around the question, “What 
expertise do people actually 
need?” and were more effective 
as a result. Keyes laid out three 
main guidelines to working as 
technologists: work should be 
a part of and accountable to 
existing struggles, work should 
operate with the consent of the 
most vulnerable, and that com-
promises should make a more 
radical future possible.

A third talk in the lecture 
series is yet to be scheduled, but 
Oates hopes to stage a “point-
counterpoint style discussion 
between someone from the Army 
AI Task Force and someone at 
Carnegie Mellon who disagrees 
with it,” but so far has found it 
“hard to put together.”

She gives a few reasons for the 
difficulty: mainly that faculty at 

Carnegie Mellon can be “pretty 
guarded about their opinions 
that might cause conflict,” and 
that “people on the Task Force 
don’t have much to gain from 
going public.” Despite these 

difficulties, there are plans for 
more talks in the series. Future 
details can be found on the 
lecture series website, https://
sites.google.com/andrew.cmu.
edu/ethicsfortechnologists/.

bipartisan, like she’s going for the 
moderate vote,” said Serena Fisher, 
a senior at Fox Chapel Academy. 
Fisher was at Wednesday’s event 
with her friend, Suparna Agrawal, 
who also likes Klobuchar, despite 
the fact that she won’t be able to 
vote. “I know a ton of people are 
running progressive... but also 
they’re not necessarily going to 
get things done in government,” 
said Agrawal.

Klobuchar plans to address 
the problem of student debt by 
allowing students to refinance 
their loans and making Pell grants 
more available. She opposes free 
4-year college for all, an idea 
also being pushed by candidates 
Elizabeth Warren and Bernie 
Sanders. “If I was a magic genie 
and could give that to everyone 
and afford it, I would,” Klobuchar 
said in a televised CNN town hall 

in February.
She wants to expand Medicare 

to include Americans aged 55 
and older and favors universal 
healthcare coverage. Klobuchar 
has expressed opposition to 
eliminating private health 
insurance under Medicare for 
All. In a Democratic debate, she 
touted, “I don’t think that’s a bold 
idea, I think that’s a bad idea.”

“She’s a moderate progressive 
and I think that’s what we need 
now,” said Beth McCracken, 
a Pittsburgh resident, on 
Wednesday. McCracken has 
wanted Klobuchar to run for 
office since she was elected to the 
Senate in 2006. “I think she’s a 
brilliant woman. I think she would 
really represent the majority of 
the country.”

Klobuchar’s stop in Pittsburgh 
was part of her “Blue Wave” 
campaign tour, in which she 
campaigned in Pennsylvania, 

Michigan, and Wisconsin, three 
states which voted for Donald 
Trump in the 2016 election.

Senator Klobuchar says that 
they are states that Democrats 
should have won, as they voted for 
Democrats in the four elections 
that preceded 2016. Trump won 
in Pennsylvania, Michigan and 
Wisconsin by a small margin, but 
they played decisive roles in his 
victory.

Galen Druke, a host of 
FiveThirtyEight’s political 
podcast,  described Pennsylvania 
as “the state that could very well 
decide the 2020 Presidential 
election.” In a July episode of the 
podcast, Druke said, “If the race is 
close, Pennsylvania will be key.”

Klobuchar believes that they 
will play a key role in 2020. 
“We’re building this blue wall, 
and we’re gonna make Donald 
Trump pay for it,” said Klobuchar 
in her speech.

CARTER, from A1
ETHICS, from A1

their home country, they may 
not be completely familiar with 
particular laws or methods of law 
enforcement.

Due to the high volume 
of international students at 
Carnegie Mellon, University 
Police hopes to get the message 
out to as many students on cam-
pus as possible. Organizations 
such as the Office of International 
Education (OIE) and the Gradu-
ate Student Assembly (GSA) 
have sent out multiple informa-
tive notifications since the scams 
began occurring.

“We have been made aware 
that graduate students were 
targeted by these scams,” said 
GSA President Dacen Waters. 
“There was an increased volume 
of these scams around the 
beginning of the academic year. 
The timing makes me think that 
it is something targeted, trying to 
take advantage of students who 
have just arrived.”

Students are not the only 
individuals vulnerable to 
these attacks. Mei-Yu Wang, a 
postdoctoral research associate 
in the Department of Physics, has 
received calls claiming to be from 
the Chinese Embassy.

“I’ve [received] tons of calls 
every few days from the China 
Embassy,” said Wang. The calls 
were “to pick up a package. I just 
hung up immediately because 
I’m not from China, I’m from 
Taiwan,” Wang mentions. Since 

she identified the call as a scam 
right away, she did not report the 
incident.

While these sophisticated 
scams have become more 
common, students may also be 
subject to other types of scams. 
Wang received a phone call tell-
ing her she owed money to her 
credit card company. She be-
gan to worry and stayed on the 
phone, but when the caller could 
not identify which credit card 
with enough specificity, she grew 
suspicious and hung up. She 
spoke with her husband about 
their credit card company and de-
termined that it had been a scam.

“For the general issue of 
phishing scams, the best defense 
is awareness. This is why, in 
my opinion, incoming students 
were targeted so strongly,” said 
Waters. “The GSA is actively 
working together with [Graduate 
Education Office, OIE] and other 
offices to improve the flow of 
information and resources to 
incoming graduate students, 
particularly international 
students.”

“We want to get the word 
out that governments will not 
call you. The only people that 
would call you are bill collectors,” 
said Chief Ogden, explaining 
that government agencies 
communicate through physical 
formal documents with a formal 
letterhead. “We’re not typical 
police, we’re your police. If [stu-
dents] aren’t comfortable with 
police, go to student affairs.”

Carter lecture addresses 
America’s past and future 

SCS ethics lecture series bridges 
philosophy and computer science

Klobuchar takes “Blue Wave” tour 
to Pittsburgh, seeking moderate vote  

KLOBUCHAR, from A1

SCAMS, from A1

Os Keyes, a Ph.D. student at the University of Washington, gave a lecture 
titled “Technology and Tactics: A manifesto for sociotechnical liberation.”

Courtesy of Maria Silvano / Disruption Network Lab

Scammer calls part of
“sophisticated” crime

Nose for news? Data viz whiz?
Become a reporter for the

email news@thetartan.org

The line to meet Minnesota Senator Amy Klobuchar wrapped around the block outside of Oakland’s Stack’d Burgers & Beer.
Jacob Paul/Staff Photographer
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FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Let’s talk about sexual assault
Emily Doe from Stanford 

University shed her alias and 
revealed her name: Chanel 
Miller. Her case took on 
national attention after the 
perpetrator, Brock Turner, 
received a sentence of only 
three months. In response, her 
memoir, Know My Name, will 
be released this week. Her 
testimony in 2015 foreshadowed 
the #MeToo movement, one that 
encouraged thousands to share 
their experiences and started 
important discussions about 
sexual assault.

More recently, a piece in 
The New York Times by Deborah 
Ramirez added weight to the 
allegations made against her 
former classmate, Associate 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh, that 
he “drunkenly exposed his penis 
to an unwilling Yale classmate, 
who ended up touching it while 
trying to avoid him.”

These revelations about 
years-old campus sexual assault 
cases both came out in the last 
month, showing the ongoing 
relevance and lasting effects 
of instances of campus sexual 
assault. In The New York Times 
piece, Ramirez talks about 
the ways in which the sexual 
misconduct felt for her like a 
confirmation that her classmates 
did not respect her. The assault, 
said Ramirez, served to “make it 
clear [she was] not smart.”

In the case of Ramirez, these 
conversations are happening 
almost a quarter of a century after 
the initial assault. At Carnegie 
Mellon, we have the opportunity 
to normalize conversations 
about sexual assault and help 
support survivors who may be 
feeling those same feelings of 

exclusion now.
We must not be complacent 

with our current discussion on 
sexual assault here at Carnegie 
Mellon. Cutesy videos likening 
consent to tea and mandating 
that students take brief online 
courses on consent are all fine and 
dandy, but those efforts alone 
are not enough. Students can 
walk away from viewing three-
minute clips or short interactive 
classes with faulty notions of 
consent fully intact. Sexual 
assault is not a topic that’s fun 
to discuss or as exciting as other 
parts of first-year orientation, 
but it’s still important that 
students understand consent. 
Unlike a random lecture for the 
boring yet mandated gen-ed 
that you’re trudging through, 
understanding consent is 
valuable knowledge that is 
critical to carry throughout your 
life.

Sexual assault also doesn’t 
stop being an issue after the first 
year of college. Though teaching 
new Carnegie Mellon students 
about healthy relationships 
and consent is vital, students of 
all ages continue to face these 
issues. The Carnegie Mellon 
student convicted this May of 
sexually assaulting a Pitt student 
was a junior at the time of the 
assault.

Last year’s mandated sexual 
assault reports put the 2015-
2017 number of reported rapes 
occurring at Carnegie Mellon 
ahead of other Pittsburgh 
universities, including much 
larger universities. In a statement 
given to the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette, university spokesman 
Jason Maderer attributed these 
numbers to more students 

reporting sexual assaults. Either 
way, the solution is to increase 
efforts to make this campus 
a safe place for people to talk 
about their experiences if they 
so choose, and to try and combat 
a culture permissive of sexual 
assault.

The process for reporting 
sexual assault and harassment 
isn’t widely discussed on 
campus, making the knowledge 
or process possibly inaccessible 
to students. If a student isn’t 
even aware that they are a victim 
of sexual harassment, let alone 
the process for reporting the 
incident, how can we truthfully 
say that we have taken strides 
to combat sexual assault on 
campus? Additionally, students 
may find the process of reporting 
traumatic, lengthy, or unhelpful. 
Victims may find that they are 
put in uncomfortable or unsafe 
situations with their abuser, only 
to find that administration can 
do nothing other than suggesting 
the victim find ways to avoid 
their abuser.

As students who make up a 
college community and people 
in a larger society, we have a 
responsibility to hold ourselves 
accountable. We must educate 
ourselves on what enthusiastic 
consent looks like. We must be 
cognizant of resources for sexual 
assault victims so that we can 
help ourselves and others. We 
must learn to recognize signs 
of abuse and assault and act 
accordingly in these situations. 
Although we cannot stop the 
problem of sexual assault as lone 
individuals, we can take steps to 
help prevent it and create safe 
spaces for survivors within our 
own communities.

Democrats compete 
for upcoming election

Holly Liu/Staff Artist

NICHOLAS MLAKAR 
Junior Staffwriter

Despite their differences, 
nearly every Democrat in America 
can agree on their disdain 
for President Donald Trump. 
However, as recent polls show, 
the person who they believe 
should succeed Trump is less clear. 
According to the most recent ABC 
News poll, former Vice President 
Joe Biden holds a moderate lead 
over Senators Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts and Bernie Sanders 
of Vermont, who are polling nearly 
equally. These three candidates 
highlight an ideological divide 
amongst Democrats, with just 
under five months until polls open 
in the Iowa caucus.

Biden is considered by many 
the most electable candidate 
of the three. He is a moderate 
Democrat who, throughout his 
career, has prided himself on his 
ability to work across the aisle. 
Sanders finds himself on quite 
the opposite end of the spectrum. 
A career politician, like Biden, 
Sanders has dedicated his life to 
the advancement of socialism 
in American government. As 
a result, Sanders has been a 
polarizing figure throughout his 
career. Despite this, following 
unforeseen success in the 2016 
Democratic primary, he has found 
a much more comfortable place in 
mainstream politics.

The core decision primary 
voters will have to make as they 
head to the polls in 2020 is what 
is more important to them: the 
ability to beat Trump in the 
general election or nominating 
the candidate who best represents 
their beliefs. The movement 
of the Democratic party in the 
direction of greater progressivism 
has moved at a rapid rate, so 
much so that some argue that 
Biden no longer represents what 
the democratic party stands for. 
These skeptics contend that he is a 
76-year-old man who, as recently 
as late June, 

spoke with pride on his ability to 
work with segregationist senators 
in his time in the Senate. It would 
seem few people believe Biden 
to be racist, but his obliviousness 
to how his comments would be 
perceived lends support to the 
argument that he is old, out-of-
touch, and not the best choice for a 
party clamoring for a generational 
passing of the torch.

In contrast, Senator Sanders 
has spent his political career 
fighting for ideas that are core 
values of the increasingly popular 
progressive liberal movement. 
It takes just a few clicks on 
his campaign’s website to find 
policies like “Medicare for All”, 
the cancellation of student 
debt, or The Green New Deal. 
These are topics that enthrall 
the younger, more progressive 
section of the Democratic base. 
As much positive response as 
these issues get from progressive 
Democrats, there seems to be an 
equally hesitant response from 
older, “establishment” Democrats. 
These are Americans who have 
moved through adulthood with 
the moderate Democratic party 
of the 70s, 80s, and 90s. To them, 
many of the 2020 candidates 
are running on ideas that are 
remarkably liberal.

As the 2020 primaries inch 
closer, the looming choice for 
Democrats becomes increasingly 
apparent. As a party, they must 
decide how determined they 
are to prevent Trump from 
winning reelection and what 
concessions they are willing to 
make in choosing their nominee. 
A balance of progressive ideas 

and electability 
will be crucial 
for the eventual 

c h a l l e n g e r. 
It is up to 
Democrats to 

determine 
w h i c h 
candidate 

can find the 
increasingly rare 

middle ground.

Madeline Kim/Forum Editor
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Article 370 repeal outlook bleak

SUJAY UTKARSH
Pillbox Editor

In a daring move, described 
as “India’s Kashmir checkmate,” 
the president of India, Ram 
Nath Kovind, issued a new 
constitutional order abrogating 
Article 370 and Article 35A of 
the Indian constitution on Aug. 
5, 2019. In doing so, he overrode 
the 1954 constitutional order 
that solidified their status in the 
constitution.

Essentially, Article 370 
granted semi-autonomy to 
the disputed region of Jammu 
and Kashmir (J&K) in most 
legislative affairs barring 
defense, foreign affairs, finance, 
and communication; Article 
35A restricted private property 
rights, preventing Indian citizens 
who aren’t permanent residents 
of J&K from buying or owning 
land. Before the abrogation of 
the articles, thousands of Indian 
soldiers were deployed to the 
region, tourists were ordered 
to leave, and a communication 
blackout ensued, as J&K was 
put on lockdown, which has 
continued for the last month.

The government’s decision 
comes at a key flashpoint 
in India-Pakistan relations. 
Earlier in February, Jaish-e-
Mohammad, a Pakistani-based 
militant group that has been 
carrying out terrorist attacks in 
Kashmir since 2000, killed 44 
soldiers in a car bomb attack, the 
deadliest attack on Indian forces 
since 1989. This prompted India 
to carry out their first airstrike 
since the Indo-Pakistani War 
of 1971, the first time either 
country carried out aerial 
attacks that crossed the Line 
of Control (LOC), the formerly 
agreed upon de-facto border and 
ceasefire line in Kashmir that 
has been in existence since 1972. 
The bombing and subsequent 
strong military reactions all 
occurred just a few months 
before the Indian election, 
where Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was up for re-election. 
Since the revocation of Article 
370, Pakistan has downgraded 
diplomatic relations, calling 
back their top diplomatic official 
to India, and suspending trade 
with India.

In 1947, when the British 
decided to partition India and 
Pakistan, they asked the princely 
states, states still ruled by 
regional leaders in an alliance 
with the British Empire, to 
join either India or Pakistan. 
Maharaja Hari Singh was the 
Hindu king of the princely state 
of J&K at that point, which was 
and still is a Muslim majority 
area. The reasoning behind 
the partition was that the All 
India Muslim League wanted a 
separate Muslim state. Pakistan 
thought Singh would cede the 
Muslim majority J&K to India, 
leading them to attack him. 
Ironically, this ended up causing 
Singh to cede J&K to India, which 
ended up being the catalyst for 
the first Indo-Pakistani War 
in 1947, the first of four wars 
between the two countries. The 
Indian government then created 
Article 370 in 1949, which was 
then ratified with the rest of the 
Indian constitution in 1950. By 
1952, the Kashmiri monarchy 
was abolished, and by 1954, 
a constitutional order was 
issued that further reinforced 
Article 370 and supplemented 
it by passing Article 35A, which 
created the general framework 
about Indian policy on J&K. That 

is, until the new constitutional 
order issued earlier in August. 
The articles were always intended 
to be temporary provisions, and 
Hindu nationalists have fought 
for the revocation since the 
1950s. These nationalists are 
now represented by Modi’s party.

Article 370 and Article 35A 
have had major consequences 
for the region. Because it is 
semi-autonomous, the region 
has failed to enjoy the same 
level of economic development 
as the rest of India because the 
restricted private property rights 
prevented non-J&K Indians from 
opening new businesses there, 
and the central government 
couldn’t do much to develop 
the region. As a result, J&K 
became isolated from India 
and the rest of the world. 
This has made corruption and 
nepotism endemic to the region’s 
economic system, which has only 
accelerated the destitution of the 
citizens of J&K. This is on top 
of the region being constantly 
plagued with insurgency and 
sectarian violence, which further 
hinders any economic process. 
Frankly, some strong action 
needed to be taken in the region 
to alleviate its issues.

It’s also important to 
acknowledge that the articles 
are an Indian issue, and not an 
international issue like Pakistan. 
The LOC was there as an agreed-
upon line of ceasefire over a 
region that had two players trying 
to exert dominance over it, and 
that line was only relevant when 
the region had semi-autonomy. 
But at the core, the decision to 
give J&K semi-autonomy was a 
unilateral decision by India, and 
the decision to remove J&K’s 
semi-autonomy is also unilateral 
on India’s part. Pakistan has 
mostly no leg to stand on. They 
have famously not only backed 
insurgents in J&K, but also 
backed the Taliban and the 
mujahideen, and the founder of 
their nuclear program sold the 
designs to Iran and North Korea. 
India shouldn’t keep having to 
appease Pakistan with J&K.

However, while appeasement 
should not be Indian strategy, 
backing Pakistan into a corner 
should also not be a strategy. 
Since the decision to revoke 
Article 370, Pakistan has 
threatened nuclear action, and 
India is several steps closer to 
another war with Pakistan. 
Based on history, the probability 
of war is significant, and 
Pakistan’s response is incredibly 
unpredictable.

Pakistan is taking matters 
to the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC). While it would 
seem that taking matters to the 
UNSC would be a win for India, 
the main issue is China. China has 
a stake in a region called Ladakh, 
a Buddhist majority region of 
Kashmir located close to Tibet. 
The Chinese government has also 
made claims to the region, which 
Pakistan has recognized since 
1963, but India hasn’t recognized 
it. China has already criticized 
India for its decision and joined 
Pakistan in agreement about 
the violation of international 
sovereignty. In addition, China 
has also increased diplomatic 
relations with Pakistan over the 
last several years economically 
and militarily, and India has 
been a rival to China since the 
1962 Sino-Indian War. There 
is always the threat of China 
vetoing UNSC resolutions, or 
worse, China backing Pakistan if 
a military conflict breaks out.

More importantly, J&K will 
become extremely unstable in 
the short term without a proper 
plan in place. While Modi’s 
government, which is run by 

the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), the dominant Hindu 
nationalist party of India, has 
had the abrogation of 370 on 
their agenda for a long time, the 
recent decision is a very clear 
opportunistic political move. 
The Indian economy has been 
showing signs of stagnation, 
but the recent inflammation 
of tensions was perfect for 
Modi’s campaign and turned the 
primary focus of his campaign 
and his second term in office 
towards J&K.

So far there is no clear 
plan for what to do with the 
region afterward. Aside from 
a bill reorganizing J&K into an 
official union territory and also 
splitting Ladakh into another 
territory, there is no real plan 
for redeveloping the region or 
dealing with rising insurgent 
sympathies. The Indian 
government’s lockdown is only 
set to exacerbate issues further, 
as there have been reports of 
mass arrests and allegations of 
torture by the Indian military. 
The uncertainty of how unstable 
the region will become and how 
long the instability will last will 
create severe problems for any 
plans to redevelop the region, 
and there is a major chance 
the destitution of J&K will only 
increase.

Looking at the constitution, 
the wording of the articles, and 
precedents, there was a lot the 
Indian government could have 
done that was less aggressive 
and antagonizing. Jawaharlal 
Nehru talked about the “gradual 
erosion” of Article 370, and 
there were legal ways to follow 
that through constitutional 
orders and amendments. Instead 
of removing semi-autonomy 
entirely, the Indian government 
could have only removed 
Article 35A, which would have 
ended the private property 
restriction and allow non-J&K 
Indians to start investing in 
the region. Before abrogating 
Article 370, Parliament changed 
the notification clause, which 
required that the central 
government had to inform a J&K 
Constituent Assembly about any 
legislative decision. The problem 
is that the Constituent Assembly 
dissolved in 1956, so Parliament 
just changed the clause so that 
they could proceed to abrogate 
the article. Instead of doing 
that, Parliament could have 
instead amended the article 
to slowly expand how much of 
the Indian constitution applies 
to J&K while maintaining the 
semi-autonomy of the region. 
Promoting regional economic 
development while allowing J&K 
to maintain its identity would 
have been an effective way to 
build back stability in the region 
and gradually begin to integrate 
the territory into India. There 
is already precedent for this, 
as the Indian government had 
used economic development 
as a means to quell instability 
in regions with Maoist rebel 
sympathizers. It would be 
counterfactual to determine 
which options would be better, 
but the point is that the Indian 
government had less aggressive 
and stronger diplomatic options 
available.

In the end, the only thing the 
world can hope is that any cynical 
or negative speculation about 
the abrogation of Article 370 will 
turn out to be wrong. There is 
a lot of uncertainty about what 
actions India, Pakistan, China, 
and the rest of the world will 
take regarding this issue. The 
decision has been made by the 
Indian government, and only 
time and hindsight will tell if the 
decision was the right one.

FRANK HU
Operations Manager

No matter how you look at 
it, life can be framed in terms of 
investments, whether in material 
possessions, intangible benefits, 
or other people. Our lives revolve 
around the idea of investing, even if 
it doesn’t seem like it: we invest our 
time into problem sets and studying 
for exams to get good grades, we 
invest our energy in indulging 
our passions and cultivating our 
interests, and we invest our attention 
in other people in hopes of receiving 
recognition and camaraderie. And, 
as with all investments, we expect 
returns, even if we don’t explicitly 
say it.

The same idea applies when 
investing money, but there seems 
to be a disconnect when we jump 
from lofty ideas of social exchange 
to dollar signs and decimal places. 
Questions like “how and where do 
we invest money?” and “how much 
should I invest?” and “when should 
I start investing?” are daunting and 
difficult to answer, which ultimately 
deters a lot of people.

There are a lot of places to 
invest your money, from real estate 
and foreign currency to start-
ups and hedge funds. Last time, 
we looked specifically at high-
yield savings accounts and timed 
savings accounts, which can also 
be considered an investment. While 
it’s worthwhile to consider these 
different options, moving forward, 
we’re mainly going to focus on 
what it means to invest in the stock 
market and how to go about doing 
it. But before we start delving into 
the world of stocks and bonds and 
funds, it’s important to lay out some 
guiding principles.

First, under no circumstances 
should you ever invest more than 
you can afford to lose. Every 
investment carries a risk, and this 
is especially true when you’re 
dealing with a volatile stock market 
that swings up and down from day 
to day, dictated by the whims of 
neurotic investors who watch the 
charts second by second. So, while 
the stock market has great potential 
for rewards and returns, you can 
also incur heavy losses. For that 
reason, you should only consider 
investing money that, if you were 
to lose, would not be the end of the 
world.

Second, realize that to 
accumulate wealth, time in the 
market is more important than 
timing the market. Historically 
the stock market has always seen 
rebounds, even from catastrophes 
like the Great Depression and 
the 2008 housing crash. While in 
the short term, the stock market 
fluctuates up and down, in the long 
term, market projections tend to 
be positive. It may be tempting to 
remove your money when things get 
rough but understand that no one 
knows when the market will really 
rebound, though some can make 

pretty educated guesses. If you make 
it a habit of withdrawing your funds 
whenever things get dicey, then you 
increase your risk of missing out on 
upswings and the profits that come 
with them. Investing your money 
and leaving your portfolio alone 
will help reduce the temptation to 
micromanage, and you’ll see better 
returns over the long term.

Third, you should always 
know exactly what your money 
is going towards. Don’t invest in a 
stock because some online market 
guru tells you to. At the end of the 
day, it is your money that you are 
managing, so invest in things that 
you either have expertise in or have 
done your homework about. While 
online articles about the “hottest 
stock picks for 2019” can be a good 
springboard for your own research, 
it’s important for you to examine 
the fundamentals of any investment 
before putting money down. We’ll 
discuss how to examine investments 
later in the series.

Fourth, you want to invest 
consistently, through good times 
and bad. This is because of the idea 
of the dollar cost averaging, where 
if you continuously invest in the 
market, you help reduce volatility 
since your dollar investments 
when the market is down averages 
out with your investments when 
the market is up. Admittedly, 
continuous investing is not going 
to make you rich overnight, but 
the goal here is not to become rich 
overnight.

Fifth, be realistic about your risk 
appetite. Are you willing to go for 
high-risk high-reward investments? 
Or do you want something that’s 
steadier and promises continuous 
growth? Use your personal values 
to inform your decisions on what 
you want to invest in, as forcing 
yourself to take on excessive risk 
can just lead to stress and irrational 
management of your money.

Lastly, invest early. The younger 
you are, the more aggressively you 
should invest due to the principle 
of compounding. The stock market, 
on average, has an annual return of 
nine percent, and if you consider 
that nine percent continuously 
being reinvested year after year, 
then it’s easy to see that your money 
will grow quickly. The more years 
you have to invest in the stock 
market, the better you can harness 
this powerful effect to your benefit. 
So, don’t wait until the “right time” 
to invest, because there is no right 
time. Rather, pick investments that 
you believe in and stick with them 
through thick and thin.

Everyone has a different 
investment philosophy that works 
best for them, so use these as 
touchstones to find yours. And, 
just in case I wasn’t clear enough 
before, let me repeat myself: under 
no circumstances should you ever 
invest more than you can afford 
to lose. This is the most important 
thing to keep in mind, and ignorance 
in this respect has led more than a 
few people to ruin.

Next time, we’ll begin to 
examine the different investments 
on the stock market and how they 
compare to each other.
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Accounting for your life: growth

FRANK HU
Operations Manager

Last time on Accounting for 
Your Life, we talked about the 
importance of saving, and some 
general guidelines on how to 
save. Even though we painted in 
very broad strokes, I hope that 
those principles at least gave 
you some food for thought and 
helped you start to think about 
how to reshape your views on 
spending and saving.

But all this talk about saving 
raises another big question: after 
your money makes it through 
the grueling gauntlet of taxes, 
bills, and unexpected expenses 
into your “savings” category, 
where should you put it? Should 
you keep it in the bank? Should 
you invest it all in gold? Should 
you fill a vault with it and go 
swimming like Scrooge McDuck?

More important than simply 
having a lot of cash saved up is 
ensuring that that money grows 
over time. Choosing where 
you put your money can have 
a big impact on your financial 
wellness down the line, so 
making the right choices now 
can help your wealth compound 
and grow significantly over time.

Before we talk about the 
options that exist, it’s worthwhile 
to consider why we want our 
money to grow over time instead 
of just sitting in a dark vault. Is 
it because we like seeing larger 
and larger numbers in our bank 
account? Sure, everyone loves 
seeing bigger numbers. However, 
the far more pressing concern is 
that you want to make sure that 
the money you saved maintains 
its buying power.

We often hear it said that 
25 years ago, $20 could buy 
a lot more than $20 today. 
Considering that the U.S. 
economy has a habit of heading 
in an expansionary direction, 
it’ll probably buy even less 25 
years from now. This is because 
economies that are doing well 
tend to experience inflation, 
which means that prices for 
goods and services tend to go up. 
Runaway inflation is a bad sign, 
but a modest rate of inflation 
is unavoidable. That’s why the 
Federal Reserve tries to manage 

the inflation rate to be around 
two percent a year.

If you just save your money 
and put it somewhere safe, it’s 
actually becoming less valuable 
as time goes on. Sure, that $100 
in your savings account is still 
going to be $100 in the year 
2040, but it’s not going to go 
as far as it would have in the 
year 2019. For that reason, it’s 
important to grow savings rather 
than just have savings. So what 
are your options for where to 
stash your stacks?

For those of you closer to 
broaching full-on adulthood 
and on the verge of entering 
the workforce, a 401k and an 
Individual Retirement Account 
(IRA) should be your first 
considerations for storing 
savings. Setting aside a portion 
of your paycheck to directly 
deposit into your 401k or IRA is 
a great way to ensure that the 
money you set aside grows over 
time. Some employers match 
your contributions to your 401k, 
which just means more money 
for you, and in the case of IRAs, 
you can often write off your 
contributions as a tax deduction.

However, do keep in mind 
that these accounts are not like 
traditional savings accounts: 
for a 401k, you cannot make 
direct contributions and there 
are steep penalties for early 
withdrawals before the age of 
59 and a half, the official age for 
retirement as set by the IRS. And 
for an IRA, though you can make 
direct contributions and have as 
many accounts as you want, you 
cannot exceed the federal limit of 
$6,000 a year as of 2019. We will 
talk more about these retirement 
accounts later in the series.

For those of you who are 
still in college or the awkward 
transition between student and 
adult, a good place to store 
savings would be an online 
bank account, which often 
boasts higher interest rates than 
traditional brick-and-mortar 
banks. In most cases, banks may 
offer a pitiful interest rate on 
their savings accounts, often less 
than one percent compounded 
monthly.

By contrast, there are a lot of 
banks that offer savings accounts 
with a two percent or higher 
interest rate, compounded daily. 
I’m no mathematician, but it’s 
clear that the second option is 
better.

How is it that these online 
banks can afford such high 
interest rates? Part of the reason 
is that they don’t have as much 
overhead as established banks 
such as PNC, Wells Fargo, or 
Bank of America do. Most of 
their business is done virtually, 
so there’s no need for expensive 
office buildings and large 
management teams across the 
U.S. In some ways, you can 
see the rise of online banks as 
a natural consequence of the 
internet.

Transferring your money to 
an online bank is straightforward 
enough in that you just open an 
account and transfer from an 
existing account. Choosing the 
right bank is up to you, though 
keep in mind that most online 
banks do not offer checking 
services comparable to those 
of established branches, so 
accessing your money from an 
ATM or using a bank-issued 
debit card might be out of the 
question. In that sense, online 
bank accounts are best viewed 
as a receptacle for money where 
liquidity is not a concern, and 
you should still have a regular 
checking account for day-to-day 
expenses.

A third option is a certificate 
of deposits (CDs) and timed 
savings accounts. These offer 
even higher rates, sometimes 
as high as three percent, but 
the catch is that you cannot 
access your money at all for a 
period. Essentially, you’re giving 
the bank your money with the 
promise that they can use it and 
lend it however they want, and 
in return, they’ll pay you back 
the principal plus interest. If 
you’re sure that you don’t need 
the money for a while, then 
timed savings and CDs can yield 
even higher returns.

Now that you’ve saved some 
money and have a place to put 
it where it can grow, you’re 
probably feeling pretty good 
about the future. But if you 
consider the big picture, we can 
do better. With a two-to-three 
percent interest rate, an online 
savings account might help you 
keep pace with inflation, but 
you’ll never outperform it by a 
decent margin. So rather than 
just saving and stashing, we’ll 
begin tackling our biggest and 
most important topic starting 
with the next issue: how to 
invest.

LIKHITHA CHINTAREDDY
Staffwriter

A couple months ago, I 
wrote an article on the Indian 
midterm elections that had just 
taken place. The results were 
stunning. The Indian National 
Congress Party (Congress) 
had defeated the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) in the Hindi 
heartland, equivalent to the 
U.S.’s rust belt, leading political 
analysts to speculate that the 
tide has turned in Congress’ 
favor.

They had reason to believe 
so: a massive defeat in an elec-
tion just six months before the 
general elections, the slowing 
economy, growing unemploy-
ment, disillusionment due to 
unfulfilled poll-time promises, 
and growing momentum among 
the opposition parties had all 
culminated in the form of that 
upset for the BJP. The article 
that I wrote back in January 
took a neutral view on the issue 
of whether Modi will win a sec-
ond term, conceding that it may 
not be the landslide victory that 
people thought it would be in 
2014, but that he had a fair shot 
at winning it, considering the 
fact that he and his right-hand-
man, Amit Shah, combined are 
an election machine.

General elections in India 
are the largest democratic 
exercise in the world. As they 
approached, the tide had 
turned back in the BJP’s favor, 
and most polls predicted a BJP 
win. They were all right. Modi 
did win — and with a landslide 
margin at that, beating even 
my expectations that the 
opposition might just put up a 
spirited fight at the very least. 
BJP increased its Lok Sabha 
(the Lower Chamber) tally 
from 282 to a whopping 303 
seats. The National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) led by the BJP 
stands at 353 of the 543 elected 
seats.

For a party that had lost 
elections in three of its 
homebase states only 6 months 
ago, this was a spectacular win. 
Many of the issues that caused 
the BJP’s defeat in December 
2018 still existed in April and 
May 2019, and yet they won. 
Some key events played a major 
role in ensuring the success of 
BJP: issues of national security, 
caste dynamics, and fractured 
opposition, to list a few. The 
election also debunked several 
expectations of what would 
take place, namely that a large 
number of religious minorities 
would vote in BJP’s favor this 
time as well. This baffled 
several analysts who had 
speculated that persecution 
of religious minorities by 
right-wing fringe groups, and 
disappointing policies related 
to women would translate into 
votes for the Opposition. The 
BJP’s carefully-built coalitions 
in different states with local 
parties, the intricate caste 
and religious calculations 
before fielding candidates in 
constituencies all paid off in 
their favor, as the Opposition 
was left unprepared and in 
disarray.

BJP’s second win has 
proved that Indians, though 
disgruntled over our apathetic 
economy, are willing to ignore 
it for the sake of national 
security. The terror attacks 

in the Jammu and Kashmir 
states which killed Indian army 
soldiers and the retaliatory 
airstrikes in Pakistan conducted 
by India in February led to 
increased support for the BJP 
in the run-up to the elections. 
Social media sites saw renewed 
activity as people from both 
countries faced off in the 
virtual world, trading insults, 
even as military and diplomatic 
tensions rode up. The way the 
situation de-escalated later 
solidified the party’s support 
base and moderates who were 
concerned about the economic 
issues plaguing the country put 
those on the back burner in the 
interest of national security.

Modi is a charismatic leader 
who knows how to build his 
brand as a strong-man, with 
even his staunchest opponents 
agreeing on that. He also 
has the backing of one of the 
world’s largest grassroots-level 
organizations in Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a 
Hindu right-wing ideological 
organization. BJP is the political 
arm of the RSS, and Modi 
himself is an RSS alum. Having 
a dedicated grassroots level 
organization at the national 
level that deploys its dedicated 
volunteers for campaign work 
at a local level, visiting the 
homes of people in different 
constituencies, personally 
listening to their grievances, 
is a massive advantage, one 
that none of the other parties 
currently enjoy.

Perhaps the Congress Party 
had that advantage a couple of 
decades ago, but the party is 
now aging, most of its leaders 
hovering around 65. This is 
especially old considering 
India has the largest youth 
population in the world right 
now. The Congress party is a 
slow, aging party that refuses 
to play catch up with new 
methods of electioneering, like 
social media or data analytics. 
It’s another advantage that the 
BJP enjoys, thanks to RSS’s 
large youth base.

Caste dynamics came into 
play as well, as I had predicted 
in my January article. Without 
getting into the nitty-gritty of 
the complicated caste system 
in India, the introduction of 
10 percent reservations to 
upper-caste people (basically 
increasing affirmative action 
for upper-caste people) swayed 
a significant number of upper-
caste votes to BJP.

The election results 
surprised me not so much 
by the end result as by its 
overwhelming mandate for 
the BJP. Of course, I continue 
to have concerns with many of 
the government’s policies. As a 
recession nears, that concern 
only grows. But I choose to give 
them the benefit of the doubt.

I continue to be peeved by 
Atishi Marlena’s loss in the 
East Delhi constituency to 
BJP’s Gautam Gambhir. Atishi 
has been credited with Delhi’s 
education policy reforms and 
worked for an honorarium 
amount of 1 Rupee (0.014 
USD). Yet she lost to Gambhir, 
a former cricketer. In that 
moment, and even now, it 
feels to me like the loss of 
meritocracy.

But I’m still optimistic about 
the future of democracy in 
India, and as a new generation 
comes of age, hopefully, we 
will start taking over the reins 
and lead the country to a better 
future.
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Voluntourism at Carnegie Mellon

CATHERINE TAIPE
Staffwriter

At the start of each semester, in 
addition to the usual volunteering, 
multicultural, or academic clubs at 
The Fair, there are also philanthropic 
groups with the aim of sending 
students around the world on 
alternative spring break trips. Instead 
of students going home or vacationing 
with friends for a week, these groups 
ensure that they spend time in 
contributing to the greater good. 
There are multiple options at Carnegie 
Mellon, including Carnegie Mellon in 
Puerto Rico, Carnegie Mellon in Haiti, 
Habitat for Humanity, Global Public 
Health Brigades, Global Medical 
Brigades, Outreach360, and more.

In recent years, however, there 
has been a growing debate about the 
true value of alternative spring breaks. 
Who is it helping? Why do people 
go? Are these trips really helping 
communities in the grand scheme of 
things? Out of this debate came the 
term voluntourism, which means 
exactly what it says: turning a trip 
abroad into a chance to volunteer and 
give back. Voluntourism is a booming 
travel option, and can involve building 
schools, helping orphanages, or even 
teaching English in nations or cities 
deemed less fortunate. In some cases, 
organizations with these aims are 
explicitly branded as useful résumé 
boosters, which calls the intentions 
of undergraduate students interested 
in alternative spring breaks into the 
conversation.

The first name that comes to mind 
when discussing volunteer intentions 
is the Global Medical Brigades (GMB). 
Unlike the Public Health Brigades, this 
group specifically goes to developing 
nations — for Carnegie Mellon’s 
chapter, some of these countries 
include Nicaragua, Honduras, and 
Panama — to “help communities in 
all fronts such that these communities 
will one day be able to sustain a 
higher quality of life without external 
assistance.” According to Carnegie 
Mellon GMB’s website, members run 
a free medical clinic, work alongside 
professionals to provide medical care, 
and even build hygiene stations and 
lay concrete floors during their week 
stay. While these accomplishments are 
admirable and thoughtful, how is the 
big-picture goal–a higher quality of life 
without assistance–achieved?

As long as you get your photo with 
cute kids, make them smile, help 
families, and get another experience 
to write under the “volunteer” 
heading of your résumé, everything is 
fine, right? Not exactly. For example, 
Lauren Kasack, a former brigade 
member, wrote in an op-ed for the 
Pacific Standard that after three 
trips to Ghana, local people were not 
purchasing health insurance since they 
could expect the foreign health care 
and medications to be available every 
few months. And, while communities 
often request for GMBs (meaning 
no volunteer steps foot in a nation or 
city where they are not welcome), 
there is a dependency relationship 
that festers as a consequence. The 
involvement of the Global Medical 
Brigades in numerous African 
and Latin American countries, 
unfortunately, tends to maintain the 
status quo rather than fix problems, 
because the systemic and historical 
aspects of these problems are often 
not acknowledged. With the format 
of the brigades as annual, week-long 

events that are often not consistently 
in one nation, I cannot help but 
wonder if these organizations are 
simply sticking a band-aid on a deeply 
historically rooted issue–especially 
when concerning Central American 
countries.

U.S. involvement in Central 
America has been credited time and 
time again for creating and fueling 
the hostile situations in El Salvador, 
Guatemala, and Honduras, the latter 
of which Carnegie Mellon’s GMB 
could not travel to last year due to 
the high rates of violence and crime. 
For example, at the peak of the Cold 
War, the U.S. illegally supported 
right-wing and military coups and 
funded harmful regimes, notably in 
Nicaragua. More recently, under the 
Obama Administration, Honduras’s 
reformist president was seized by an 
opposing military party in 2009, and 
we, simply put, did nothing. In the 
bigger historical picture, European 
colonialism and early 20th-century 
U.S. involvement in Central America 
created the dire situations that so 
many American college students to 
want to help. But what is the point, 
when students often do not recognize 
the turbulent history and cultural 
differences between the U.S. and 
Central America? Is giving out glasses 
and wearing scrubs once a year the 
solution? There is a stark difference 
between helping others in the short-
term versus the long-term, and that is 
where many alternative spring break 
organizations fail.

On the other end of the spectrum 
in the discussion of intentions behind 
volunteering are organizations such as 
Outreach360. According to its website, 
Outreach360 volunteers partner with 
community leaders in the Dominican 
Republic and Nicaragua to “host 
neighborhood camps where students 
can join for interactive and fun lessons 
relating to English, Spanish literacy, 
science, and math.” This a seemingly 
very innocent, ambitious goal, 
especially with its claim that one in 
five Latin American students drop out 
of school. Carnegie Mellon’s chapter 
of OutReach360 is slightly similar, 
yet focuses on a trip to the Dominican 
Republic during spring break. While 
Spanish fluency is not needed to join 
OutReach360, they aim to “educate 
students and provide them with the 
skills to advance their chances for 
better opportunities in the future” by 
teaching them English during a week-
long camp program. The academic 
year, therefore, is spent bonding with 
other volunteers and fundraising for 
the big trip in March.

However, behind the videos of 
laughter and tropical sunsets, is the 
looming background idea that English 
fluency is the way out of poverty. 
Again, because of irreversible history 
and modern globalization, we are 
stuck in this moment in time where 
English is perceived as key to social 
and economic capital. There are true 
benefits, such as when English is 
used as a tool in political protests, or 
when English mastery increases one’s 
chance to go to university in the United 
States. Despite this inevitability, I 
cannot help but criticize the wording 
choice of Outreach360 at Carnegie 
Mellon: how is a week-long trip 
influencing a child’s “opportunities 
in the future” when barriers actually 
keeping them from achieving more 
are so deeply rooted in U.S. and Latin 
American relations and history?

More difficult to digest is Carnegie 
Mellon’s Outreach360’s big pitch: “We 
don’t bring in money and tangible 
supplies to help the communities — 
we serve the kids as human beings 
with skills that we readily have and 
would love to share.” What level of 

narcissism and blatant neocolonial 
mindsets is needed to read that and 
be fine with it? Teaching English is not 
going to remove brown children from 
gang violence, crime, and poverty. 
If anything, GMB provides physical 
support to struggling communities; 
here, the “commodity” is English, and 
that simply does not sit well with me.

With that said, I would like to 
make it clear that I am not defacing 
the entire industry of teaching English 
to non-native speakers. Like myself, 
those who are certified in Teaching 
English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) 
urge those interested in teaching 
English abroad to understand the 
bigger picture. One teacher shared 
on their blog the importance of 
understanding the past interactions 
that the nation in which they will 
teach has had with the English 
language, especially in the context 
of China, where regional languages 
may risk dying out. Another begs us 
to challenge the perceived superiority 
of native speakers as teachers over 
non-native speakers who achieved 
fluency. She argues, in short, that a 
classroom would actually be a safer 
place when students are allowed to 
use their native language from time 
to time. This suggestion is a total 
180 from Carnegie Mellon’s chapter 
of OutReach360, which emphasizes 
that no Spanish language knowledge 
is required. Therefore, not only do 
student volunteers lack historical 
and cultural understanding, but also 
any general knowledge of the native 
language.

Before I end, I would like to 
make a couple of disclaimers. First, 
I have great respect for anyone who 
is inherently interested in helping 
people and working towards a better 
world. I admire those who see how the 
U.S. government has neglected Puerto 
Rico following Hurricane Maria, and 
are representing our university by 
going and thoughtfully interacting 
with another culture. I admire those 
who build homes for others in need, 
especially considering the focus on 
the Greater Pittsburgh community. I 
admire good people with good hearts. 
Second, I myself have never been on 
an alternative spring break trip, and 
have no plans of doing so. Third, the 
voluntourism industry is showing no 
signs of stopping; therefore, rather 
than proposing a total abolition of 
organizations full of students with the 
best intentions, it should be modified. 
Writing for Newsweek, Maya 
Websey suggests providing parents, 
professionals, and local leaders with 
the resources and knowledge to care 
for their people, rather than focusing 
on short-term fixes. Like the TEFL 
teachers mentioned before, I would 
also recommend training in history, 
culture, and native language before 
trying to teach English abroad; and, 
in the Carnegie Mellon context, I 
hope Outreach360 chooses to change 
the language used to recruit new 
members.

I know this one article in this 
one student newspaper will not 
singlehandedly dismantle the 
neocolonial roots of the white (or, 
in the Carnegie Mellon perspective, 
rich) savior dynamics, teaching 
English for “better opportunities,” and 
helping the disadvantaged without 
much thought of the culture of the 
place being “helped.” I hope, however, 
that anyone who participates in 
these groups is aware of the power 
dynamics and history associated with 
alternative spring breaks, especially 
when traveling to developing nations. 
These trips are not your chance for 
a photo-op with brown and black 
kids; they are powerful, and mean 
something to everyone involved.

DAVID KOGGAN
Junior Staffwriter

“Are you forgetting what you 
said two minutes ago?” At the 
Sept. Democratic presidential 
debate, Julián Castro made 
what was seen as a thinly 
veiled attack on Joe Biden’s 
age. During a verbal spat over 
healthcare proposals, the 
former Secretary for Housing 
and Urban Development 
claimed that Biden 
contradicted himself over 
the issue from earlier in the 
debate, questioning whether 
the former Vice President 
remembered the policy he 
articulated minutes ago.

While other candidates 
rebuked what they described 
as “demeaning” and “not cool” 
behavior from Castro, Biden’s 
mental ability should be a 
concern for Democrats whose 
main goal is to defeat Donald 
Trump in 2020.

A candidate’s mental 
ability is obviously vital to 
being a good nominee and 
president. The Presidency is 
a strenuous and demanding 
office to hold, and it should 
be held by someone who can 
handle its pressure. On the 
campaign trail, it is safe to 
say that a candidate who is 
coherent, with a good mental 
capacity, has a better chance of 
winning the general election. 
Democrats should want to 
nominate someone with the 
ability to perform both as the 
nominee and as president.

Joe Biden might not be that 
person. So far this election 
cycle, Biden has thanked 
his “longfriend timefriend”, 
has mistakenly referred to 
two other candidates as “the 
President”, seemingly forgot 
Barack Obama’s name, and 
told people to “make sure 
to have the record player on 
at night” as he struggled to 
explain how children should 
hear more words during 
early development. He’s 
mistakenly stated that he 
met with Parkland shooting 
victims while still in office, 
and misstated that his public 
option healthcare proposal 
would “make sure it’s not 
quality; we’ll only make sure 
it’s affordable”. There’s also 
an ever-growing compilation 
of moments Biden has had 
trouble articulating himself.

The primaries should filter 
out candidates who don’t 
have the cognitive ability 
to serve as the presidential 
nominee. Democrats want to 
nominate the best potential 
candidate to defeat Trump, so 
the candidates and campaigns 
need to be willing to speak out 
on all of Biden’s concerning 
moments and confront him 
about it. This nomination 
process should be treating 
candidates critically as a 
means of vetting potentially 
problematic candidates to 
deter them from winning. If 
Democrats want to make sure 
they’re choosing the strongest 
candidates, they should 
confront Biden on his possible 
mental decline; if he can 
address it, that would make 

him a stronger candidate and 
if he can’t, then he might not 
be the type of nominee they’re 
looking for.

Even so, many Democrats 
have treated scrutiny of 
candidates like they are 
self-inflicted wounds, and 
that any criticism of the 
eventual nominee only gives 
Republicans more ways to 
attack during the general 
election. This thinking is 
counterproductive for issues 
like a candidate’s mental 
abilities, especially when 
there are 18 other potential 
nominees running.

Republican talking points 
are not dependent on how 
the Democrats talk about 
whoever becomes their 
nominee. The Republican 
National Committee and the 
Trump Campaign don’t rely 
on Democrats to come up 
with arguments to use against 
the Democratic candidate 
during the general election, 
so Democrats would benefit by 
scrutinizing their candidates 
beforehand to weed out the 
ones who wouldn’t have 
been able to hold up in the 
inevitable onslaught from July 
to November.

There is some general 
wisdom and research 
backing the idea that 
divisive primaries are bad 
for the eventual nominees, 
but it would be wrong to 
universalize it, especially in 
a situation regarding Biden’s 
mental decline. Looking 
back at past Democratic 
presidential primaries, 
there’s good evidence that 
primary challenges are more 
manifestations of existing 
party divisions than the 
cause of those very divisions. 
Because these intraparty 
divisions are based on 
preexisting ideological and 
belief-based divisions, the 
concerns about weakening the 
overall party with questions 
around Biden’s mental 
stamina should not apply here. 
Biden’s mental capacity isn’t a 
position of ideological debate 
within a political party. His 
mental capacity is a matter of 
his ability to perform in office 
and on the campaign. If Joe 
Biden does have a declining 
mind, it will be present and in 
view throughout the general 
election, regardless of whether 
this was brought up during the 
primary.

If this is not addressed 
among friends during the 
primary, there is no doubt 
that Biden would have to show 
during the general why his 
memory and ability to speak 
should not be up for debate. At 
that point, however, it might 
be too late.

Democrats can’t assume 
Biden is just “the electable 
candidate”. We aren’t very 
good at predicting how 
“electable” someone is, and 
the general election polls 
done this far from the election 
are terrible indicators of who 
would actually win. Instead 
of guessing what other people 
want, support the candidate 
you think will be the best 
president.

Primary elections 
and “electability”
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SUJAY UTKARSH
Pillbox Editor

In a timely study conducted 
by researchers at the University 
of Cambridge, 743 men and 
women from the U.S. were 
given a series of tests to 
determine a relationship 
between partisanship 
and cognitive function. 
The study found that 
extremely partisan 
individuals tended to 
have lower levels of 
cognitive flexibility. To 
elaborate on what this 
means, the ability to switch 
between various concepts 
and tasks is correlated with 
how much people identify with a 
certain ideology.

The study had two 
parts. The researchers 
gave the participants 
standard cognitive 
tests such as a word association 
test, a card sorting test, and an 
exercise where participants had 
two minutes to come up with uses 
for everyday objects. The purpose 
of these tests, according to the 
researchers, was to use well-
established metrics assessing 
the ability and flexibility of 
individuals to process different 
concepts. The participants were 
also asked to rate their feelings on 
several issues such as abortion, 
as a way to judge the degree to 
which an individual’s identity 
overlaps with partisan politics.

Based on these tests, the 
finding was that self-prescribed 
independents generally displayed 
more cognitive flexibility than 
self-prescribed Democrats and 
Republicans, and the degree 

of partisan extremity was a 
predictor for “mental rigidity” 
in the three cognitive tests that 
were conducted. People with less 
cognitive flexibility are also more 
likely to endorse political violence 
and sacrificing their lives for 
an ideology, and they also have 
more extreme attitudes regarding 
religiosity and nationalism.

The study makes some key 
distinctions. The researchers state 
that the study is looking at how 
individual minds process different 

concepts and ideas rather than 
assessing the animosity towards 
different ideas. The research is 

also meant to show how people 
come to hold extreme views 
and ideologies, and not to show 

that various ideologies are all 
inherently similar.

This study confirms what a 

lot of political scientists have 
qualitatively analyzed. Looking 
at different decision-making 

processes, political parties are 
very convenient for voters. They 
allow people to consolidate their 
viewpoints into a set of ideas 

rather than try to develop 
their viewpoints. This is 

confirmed by the University 
of Cambridge study, 
where the researchers 
elaborate on this idea by 
saying that people with 
lower cognitive flexibility 
see the world in more 
black-and-white terms.

In addition, these 
individuals also are 

more “susceptible to the 
clarity, certainty, and safety 

frequently offered by a strong 
loyalty to collective ideologies,” 

said Leor Zmigrod, Cambridge 
Gates Scholar and lead author 
of this study in a press release. 

Often, these individuals 
tend to not have the time 

or resources to properly 
educate themselves 

on the issues to make 
informed decisions, which the 
study confirms is the solution 
to building more cognitive 
flexibility, increasing tolerance, 
and diminishing radicalization.

Zmigrod noted that “past 
studies have shown that it is 
possible to cultivate cognitive 
flexibility through training and 
education. Our findings raise the 
question of whether heightening 
our cognitive flexibility might 
help build more tolerant societies, 
and even develop antidotes to 
radicalization.” Being able to 
quantify the drivers of extreme 
thought and intolerance is key to 
developing strategies to educate 
individuals and perhaps create 
more political unity.
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Political partisanship linked to cognitive inflexibility

Rebecca Enright/Art Editor

Self-prescribed independents generally 
displayed more cognitive flexibility than self-

prescribed Democrats and Republicans. 
 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY FEATURE PHOTO

Large interstellar comet will near Earth by the end of the year

Courtesy of Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope, NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory

An object designated C/2019 Q4 (Borisov), discovered last month by Gennady Borisov at the Crimean Astrophysical Observatory in Nauchnij, has exicted the astronomical community. Although unconfirmed, most 
scientists believe the comet is intersellar and will approach within 190 million miles of Earth by the end of 2019. The Scout system at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, CA flagged the object as being possibly 
interstellar and subsequent investigation by the European Space Agency’s Near-Earth Object Coordination Center in Frascati, Italy in coordination with Davide Farnocchia at NASA support this observation.
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Repairing heart cells with hydrogel
ASHWIN SRINIVASAN

SciTech Editor

Every year, an estimated 
785,000 heart attacks occur 
in the United States. However, 
there is no known treatment for 
the damage that follows a heart 
attack, including the development 
of scar tissue in the heart, which 
hinders muscle function and can 
lead to heart failure.

This month, a company spun 
out of The University of California, 
San Diego named Ventrix has 
conducted a first-in-human 
FDA-approved Phase 1 study to 
prove the safety of an injectable 
hydrogel to repair damaged heart 
tissue. It aims to restore cardiac 
muscle function in patients who 
have experienced a heart attack.

Ventrix’s hydrogel is the 
first of its kind to be tested in 
treating damaged cardiac tissue. 
It is composed of the natural 
scaffolding of cardiac muscle 
tissue, also known as extracellular 
matrix (ECM). ECM hydrogel 
products have shown to be useful 
in treating poor blood circulation 
due to artery disease in other pre-
clinical studies, but never before 
for heart conditions. Ventrix’s 
VentriGel can be injected via 
catheter into patients 2 to 36 
months after they have suffered a 
heart attack.

Researchers from Ventrix 
published the results of their 
study in the Journal of the 
American College of Cardiology: 

Basic to Translational Science. 
Karen Christman, professor of 
bioengineering in the Jacobs 
School of Engineering and 
the Institute of Engineering in 
Medicine at UC San Diego, said 
in a press release, “Although the 
study was designed to evaluate 
safety and feasibility and not 
designed to show whether 
VentriGel effectively helps 

improve heart function, we 
observed some improvements 
in patients.” Christman, who is 
also the paper’s senior author, 
continued, “For example, patients 
could walk longer distances. We 
also observed signs of improving 
heart function in patients who 
experienced a heart attack more 
than one year prior to treatment.”

Upon injection, VentriGel 
attaches to cardiac tissue and 
constructs a scaffold for repairs, 
allowing healthy cells to move 
into the region and overwhelm 
scar tissue, thus improving cardiac 
function. The ECM scaffold 
originates from pigs, but heart 
muscle cells from the animal are 
completely removed before the 
connective tissue is freeze-dried 
and processed into a powder. The 

liquified powder can be injected 
without surgery and turns into a 
porous gel upon contact tissue at 
body temperature.

The FDA-approved study, 
successfully conducted by Ventrix, 
monitored the hydrogel’s effects 
on 15 patients who each received 
up to 18 injections via catheter 
into a particular region of the left 
ventricle chamber of the heart 

over the course of six months. All 
of the participants were suffering 
from some form of heart failure 
after a recent heart attack, and 
half had experienced a heart 
attack in the previous year.

A six-minute walking test 
and health questionnaire were 
administered at three-month 
intervals through the study in 
addition to MRI scans on the same 
schedule. VentriGel had minimal 
side effects and did mitigate 
symptoms for many participants. 
However, in order to fully 
explore the effectiveness of the 
treatment, Ventrix is preparing 
to conduct a Phase 2 clinical trial 
on a much larger scale. If it pans 
out, VentriGel may make the 
dangerous aftereffects of heart 
attacks a thing of the past.

“We...observed signs of improving heart function 
in patients who experienced a heart attack...” 

Karen Christman
University of California San Diego

Courtesy of Nephron via Wikimedia Commons
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Students descend on PNC Park for CMU Night

Students that bought tickets for CMU Night at PNC Park were treated to a Pirates 6–0 loss to the Seattle Mariners. They were also given a free Pirates hat with a Carnegie Mellon logo printed on the side. All 
students had the chance for discounted tickets on the third base line and behind home plate on the upper deck. The President of the Student Body, junior Evan Feder, threw out the first pitch of the game started.

Marika Yang/Staff Photographer

Big name injuries at the end of the baseball season
CALEB MILLER

Contributing Editor

It’s nearly Oct., which means 
the Major League Baseball (MLB) 
playoffs are fast approaching. 
The MLB season is the longest 
of the big four sports leagues in 
the United States. It spans 162 
games, compared to 82 games in 
the National Hockey League and 
National Basketball Association, 
and just 16 in the National Football 
League. The lengthy duration of 
the MLB season means that as 
Sept. draws to a close, players are 
getting worn down and becoming 
more injury-prone. Several big 
names have succumbed to injuries 
recently, threatening playoff 
chances for teams across the MLB.

One of the biggest superstars 
to get injured was the Milwaukee 
Brewers’ Christian Yelich, who 
fouled a ball off his right knee on 
Sept. 10, breaking his kneecap. 

The reigning National League MVP 
will miss the rest of the season as 
a result, and the Brewers, who 
currently occupy the second Wild 
Card spot with eight games left, 
will certainly miss his .329 batting 
average, .429 on-base percentage, 
and his power. Yelich is ending 
the year with 44 home runs. Not 
only have the Brewers lost Yelich, 
but the team’s other two starting 
outfielders are battling injuries of 
their own. Ryan Braun is fighting 
lower back problems, while 
Lorenzo Cain is plagued with 
issues in his left knee and ankle. 
While Braun and Cain will play 
as much as their bodies will allow 
them, a hurting outfield and the 
loss of Yelich puts the Brewers at 
risk of losing the Wild Card spot to 
the Chicago Cubs or the streaking 
New York Mets.

The Cubs, meanwhile, lost their 
speedy shortstop Javier Baez back 
on Sept. 1, when he fractured his 

thumb sliding into second base. 
Baez, hitting .281 with 29 homers, 
was originally thought to be out 
for the remainder of the season, 
but has been recently cleared for 
light baseball activity, meaning 
he will be available to pinch run. 
The Cubs also got a scare on Sept. 
15, when slugger Anthony Rizzo, 
who has 27 home runs and a .926 
on-base-plus-slugging percentage 
(OPS), sprained his ankle. The first 
baseman was initially expected 
to spend a week wearing a boot 
before being reevaluated, but 
returned to the lineup just four 
days later, hitting a home run 
in his second at-bat. Still, Rizzo 
playing while injured runs the risk 
of exacerbating the injury, which 
could hinder the Cubs if they 
manage to capture the second Wild 
Card spot.

Elsewhere in the NL Central, 
Kolten Wong of the St. Louis 
Cardinals strained his left 

hamstring on Sept. 19. Wong, 
who is hitting .285 and has a 
.361 OBP, underwent an MRI the 
following day, but his status is 
unconfirmed for the rest of the 
year. The Cardinals are in first in 
the division, but the Brewers are 
just three games behind and 8–2 
in their last ten games; losing their 
productive second baseman could 
be a big blow to the Cardinals 
when the playoffs begin.

In the American League, the 
Cleveland Indians are in a three-
way fight for the Wild Card with 
the Oakland A’s and Tampa Bay 
Rays, but lost their long-time 
second baseman Jason Kipnis on 
Sept. 15. Kipnis, who is 32, broke 
the hamate bone in his right wrist, 
which will require season-ending 
surgery, and likely his time in 
Cleveland. While he has been 
struggling this season, hitting 
just .245 with a .304 OBP, his 
veteran presence could have been 

helpful in the clubhouse if the 
Indians manage to secure a playoff 
position.

The Los Angeles Angels are not 
in the postseason picture, 32 games 
behind the Houston Astros in the 
AL West, but the loss of baseball 
god Mike Trout to injury is still big 
news. Trout last played on Sept. 7, 
but will not return after the Angels 
announced that he will undergo 
surgery on his right foot as the 
result of Morton’s neuroma, which 
leads to pain in the ball of the foot. 
Trout was a likely candidate for 
the American League MVP award, 
which he has won twice before, 
thanks to his .291 batting average, 
league-leading OPS at 1.083, 45 
home runs, and MLB-leading OBP 
of .438. However, he won’t be 
able to improve his statistics over 
the rest of the season, giving the 
Astros’ Alex Bregman and Xander 
Bogaerts of the Boston Red Sox a 
chance to swipe the crown.

Spandan Sharma/Junior Staff Artist
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CMU football upsets #12 Washington & Jefferson
NORA MATTSON
Editor-in-Chief

The Tartan football team won 
their first home game of the 
season this past Saturday against 
the 12th-ranked Washington & 
Jefferson Presidents.

The Tartans are undefeated so 
far, having won against MIT and 
Geneva College at their respective 
campuses the past two weekends. 
This win against the Presidents is 
the team’s first against a highly 
ranked opponent since 2003, 
according to a university press 
release.

The Tartans pulled ahead with 
a field goal in the first quarter 
from placekicker Brandon 
Nguyen. Nguyen brought the 
Tartan’s total to six with another 
field goal at the end of the second 
quarter. Nguyen, a sophomore 
in business administration, has 
made all of his field goals and 
extra point attempts so far this 
season.

Since the game is the Tartan’s 
first this season at Gesling 
Stadium, half-time featured the 
first performance this year from 
the Kiltie Band, who brought 
their signature levity to fans of 
the Tartans already in a good 
mood from the early lead.

Some onlookers watched from 
the UPMC-sponsored tailgate on 
top of the garage, choosing to 
watch the game while eating and 
playing corn hole. Still others, 
including many Presidents fans, 
spilled out of Resnik’s Tartans 
Pavilion, choosing the shady 
locale over the stadium seats as 
the temperature climbed into the 
high 80s.

The Presidents rallied in 
the high-scoring third quarter, 
netting two touchdowns to the 
Tartan’s one. The Presidents 

cleared 94 yards in seven seconds 
for the second touchdown. 
However, they never pulled 
ahead, and the quarter ended 

with a score of 13-13.
The Tartans brought the game 

to a close with a final touchdown 
in the last six minutes, with 

another throw from quarterback 
JD Daytruff, finishing the game 
with a score of 20-13.

The Tartans are set to play  

against conference opponent 
Saint Vincent College this 
Saturday at 1:00 p.m. on their 
campus in Latrobe, PA. 

Nora Mattson/Staff Photographer

Washington & Jefferson junior wide receiver Andrew Wolf contests a call in the endzone after an attempted pass from quarterback Jacob Adams fell short.

USA basketball with worst 
finish ever at FIBA tourney

Barlaam takes gold 
in para swimming

CYNTHIA XU
Junior Staffwriter

The 2019 World Para 
Swimming Championships ended 
as breathtakingly as it started, 
with nine new world records 
being set on the last day alone. 
The final medal count saw Italy at 
the top of the medal table with a 
whopping 50 medals, 20 of them 
gold.

The Italian team boasted 
a strong mixture of young 
contenders, such as Carlotta Gilli 
and Antonio Fantin, and seasoned 
veterans, such as Arjola Trimi 
and Efrem Morelli. Among these 
talented athletes was 19-year-old 
sensation Simone Barlaam, who 
not only won every individual 
race he was put in and helped his 
team to excel in the relays, but 
also broke four world records in 
the process.

Barlaam dominated his first 
race, the men’s 100m freestyle 
S9. Taking the lead from the very 
beginning, he opened up a gap 
between himself and the rest of the 
field that only widened as the race 
progressed. Finishing with a time 
of 54.10 — over a body-length in 
front of the second place finisher 
in a race that only spanned two 
lengths of the pool — Barlaam 
not only won his first gold medal 
of the competition, but also broke 
the decade-old world record set by 
para swimming legend Matthew 
John Cowdrey by over a second.

The second race of Barlaam’s 
championship campaign was the 
men’s 100m backstroke S9. He 
had qualified in 4th position that 
morning, and it seemed like his 
chances of winning were slim. 
However, the race progressed 
much like his first, and he finished 
in gold medal position with a 
time of 1:01.22, breaking another 
world record set by Cowdrey, 
again by just over a second. 
In a post-race interview with 
Paralympic.org, Barlaam says, “I 
wasn’t sure I could even make the 
podium, and then breaking the 
world record of a legend such as 
Matt Cowdrey — it’s an honor.”

The most spectacular of 
Barlaam’s races — and perhaps 
one of the most remarkable 
races of the competition — was 
the men’s 100m butterfly S9. 
From the start, it seemed that he 
was once again dominating the 
competition, and he had a sizable 
lead at the turn. A late comeback 
and an extra kick in the last 10 
meters from Barlaam’s childhood 
hero and fellow countryman, 
Federico Morlacchi, however, 
had the two Italians’ finishes 
inseparable. So inseparable, 
in fact, that the timer showed 
identical times of 1:00.36, and 
the two men were both awarded 
gold medals in the event. When 
this extraordinary moment was 
mentioned in a later interview 
with SwimSwam, Barlaam stated 
that, “It was just unbelievable. 
I was speechless! I was over the 
moon!”

Barlaam’s final individual 
event was the men’s 50m freestyle 
S9. Per his previous races, he led 
the pack from the starting blocks, 
breaking his own world record on 
the way to a 4th gold medal with 
a time of 0:24.00. 

Barlaam was also an integral 
part of both of Italy’s men’s relays. 
Swimming in the first leg of the 
4×100 medley relay and as the 
anchor in the 4×100 freestyle 
relay, he helped his team to a 
silver medal in the former race, 
and to a world record breaking 
gold medal in the latter.

In another post-race interview 
with Paralympic.org, Barlaam 
addressed his exceptional 
triumphs. “[The preliminary 
races] made me realize that I 
could do better,” he said, “so that’s 
what I’ve done.”

It is obvious that he has 
done more than just simply 
“better”: Simone Barlaam has 
accomplished what many athletes 
can only dream of doing, and he 
has done so four times in a single 
competition. Born with coxa 
vara and congenital hypoplasia 
in his right femur, Barlaam has 
overcome all the odds and won a 
gold medal.

NATHANIEL RICHMOND
Junior Staffwriter

Team USA’s adventure at the 
FIBA Basketball World Cup in 
China was the story of a young 
team.

It started as any good young 
team starts: with a group of rejects 
and good players who aren’t quite 
good enough to play at the next 
level, or at NBA all-star level. Some 
of the best American players, like 
Anthony Davis, James Harden, 
and Damian Lillard, decided not to 
join Team USA, so the team lacked 
superstars.

The Americans started as a 
humble squad in contrast to the 
usual powerhouse. They struggled 
at first, and they lost an exhibition 
to Australia before the World 
Cup. However, the youthful team 
started to rally, and they won 
all their other exhibition games 
before the tournament. Even 
though they had a target on their 
backs, Team USA had enough NBA 

talent to be the favorites for the 
tournament.

Of course, the players on 
Team USA were getting ahead of 
themselves.

The warning signs started 
in the group stage where the 
Americans narrowly escaped 
Turkey, a team whose best players 
were career NBA backups Cedi 
Osman and Ersan Ilyasova. Team 
USA entered the final seconds of 
the fourth quarter down by two 
points. It only took a three-point 
foul by Osman on Team USA’s 
Jayson Tatum and an overtime 
period in which Turkey missed 
four free throws for Team USA to 
win.

Team USA, disappointed 
with their efforts, were satisfied 
by bullying Japan and a couple 
other teams on their way to the 
quarterfinals. There they met 
France, and it was unclear whether 
they would step up against tougher 
competition.

The Americans could not 

keep up with a team with more 
NBA talent, and they lost in the 
quarterfinal by a score of 89-79. 
France humiliated Team USA and 
broke their 58-game winning 
streak in FIBA and Olympic 
competition. To make the loss 
worse, backup New York Knicks 
guard Frank Ntilikina outscored 
American star Donovan Mitchell 
in the fourth quarter.

The Americans then sulked to 
their consolation game against 
Serbia, and it showed when Serbia 
raced to a 25-point lead in the 
first quarter. Team USA could not 
come back, and Serbia guaranteed 
the worst ever American finish in 
tournament appearances. They 
then capped off their adventure 
in China with a win over Poland to 
secure seventh place.

Team USA’s experience in China 
is one that most of the players will 
want to forget. By the standards of 
the teams before them, Team USA 
in 2019 was too young to bear the 
expectations of USA basketball.

Rebecca Enright/Art Editor
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This is CMU.

““I really overcommitted with multiple 
clubs. Where I was reps for a couple 
of clubs, I was head for another club. 
I also joined a lot of clubs as sort of 
like a compensation for this imposter 
syndrome where people generally 
feel out-of-place at [Carnegie 
Mellon]. Imposter syndrome is real 
and you have to actively battle so 
you won’t slip into it, and the second 
semester was the semester when 
people started panicking, and that’s 
when I started panicking too but 
that’s all grades and stuff. If you 
take a step back, take a breath, and 
do what you’re supposed to do, it’s 
really not an impossible task. We 
just have to manage the stress and 
the panic. We’ve done a lot of things 
in high school. That’s why we’re IN 
Carnegie Mellon. Hoping that we can 
pull the same thing off in college is 
a different story. I committed to a lot 
of clubs and that took a lot of time 
from my hands. Just knowing that 
it’s okay to drop out of these clubs 
is something that I think [first-years] 
should know. We’re all busy with 
time and we need to understand 
when we should prioritize academics. 
Grades are not going to come out 
pretty. Just keep working. You’ll be 
fine. And don’t panic.”
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It should have come as no surprise that 
Forever 21 was planning on filing for 
bankruptcy. In fact, one wonders why it had 
not reached its death knell sooner.

Founded back in the 1980s, Forever 21 gained 
success off of its fast fashion model, providing 
trendy clothes at low costs. Over the years, this 
model has fizzled, as Forever 21 has not been 
able to adapt to increased competition from 
other fast fashion outlets like Zara and H&M, 
that offer better quality garments at slightly 
higher prices than Forever 21. Additionally, 
with online companies like Fashion Nova on 
the rise, Forever 21 is no longer the fastest, 
cheapest, or trendiest.

This significant shift away from Forever 21 can 
be attributed to the changing ways in which 
people shop. In 2016, Forever 21 continued 
opening new stores and expanding existing 
ones, an ill-advised move given reports that 
about 60 percent of millennials make their 
purchases online and prefer online shopping. 

FOREVER 21
Other competitors adapted to what some call 
“the retail apocalypse,” but Forever 21 has 
been slow to downsize their presence in malls.

In 2016, the U.S. Labor Department 
investigated Forever 21 for unethical business 
practices occurring here in the United States. 
The Los Angeles Times reported that garment 
factories in Southern California paid workers a 
little less than $4 an hour, and $7 an hour on 
average. This was $3 less than the minimum 
wage in California. Forever 21 was one of the 
many retailers embroiled in this wage theft 
scandal, and was responsible for some of the 
worst offenses.

Fast fashion itself is beyond problematic, 
because it relies on unethical business 
practices. Fast fashion retailers contract out to 
garment factories, distancing themselves from 
what occurs on factory floors. Because most 
fast fashion retailers do not directly employ the 
workers making their clothing, they are able to 
shield themselves from legal responsibilities for 

and the  consequences of  fas t  fashion

4



poor practices. The retailers set the price and 
order the manufacturers to make a garment 
for a specific, very low cost, to the detriment 
of the underpaid workers. Fast fashion 
encourages this type of behavior, and when 
retailers get caught, they do not have to face 
the consequences.

Fast fashion is sustained by the sweatshops 
where the clothes are produced. In fact, 
without sweatshops, fast fashion would likely 
not survive because it relies on manufacturers 
underpaying their employees. Most retailers 
work with factories in developing nations 
because it is easier to take advantage of the 
workers due to a lack of labor laws. Some 
factories even rely on the work of small 
children. Many factories encourage unsafe 
practices that retailers choose to ignore 
because, in their world, profits are more 
important than upholding human rights.

The 2013 Rana Plaza collapse in Bangladesh 
was a tragic incident that helped bring 
attention to the dark secrets of the fast fashion 
industry. More than a thousand people died 

and thousands more were injured after 
an 8-story building known as Rana Plaza 
collapsed, in the deadliest garment factory 
disaster in history.Forbes reported that Zara, 
one of Forever 21’s competitors, was one of 
the many clothing chains that were housed in 
Rana Plaza. Despite this tragedy, it seems that 
fast fashion retailers have not made any major 
steps towards improvement and consumers 
continue to shop at such retailers.

The potential of Forever 21 filing for 
bankruptcy should be celebrated as a victory, 
as it could be an indicator that the fast fashion 
model is not sustainable. However, despite 
Forever 21’s collapse, many other retailers 
pursue the fast fashion model and work with 
unethical manufacturers. Ultimately, it will take 
a shift in consumer behavior to ensure the end 
of this business model.

New retailers have taken note of these 
human rights violations and have built their 
businesses off of ethical or clean standards. 
These retailers tend to be pricier, but some 
consumers are more willing to splurge when 

they know that a retailer is cruelty-free. 
Everlane, a retailer founded in 2010, has built 
its marketing strategy off of its ethical values 
for manufacturing. Thus far, Everlane has 
been successful. It is not a fast fashion retailer, 
but its success may be a signal that a new 
dawn is coming to the retail business. One 
can only hope that ethical business practices 
will become the new norm for retail and that 
consumers will come to value clothes that were 
ethically made.

Forever 21, Zara, and H&M may be affordable 
but can cause the violation of human rights. 
The fall of the fast fashion industry is not 
something that should be mourned. In fact, 
it signals progress. But, bankruptcy is not 
necessarily the end for these fast fashion 
companies. Forever 21 could bounce back, 
but doing so will require adapting to new 
consumer practices and improving the quality 
of styles they release. Additionally, they should 
strive to commit to ethical practices and as 
consumers, we should demand nothing less.
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Tim Bergling, known 
professionally as Avicii, died 
last year on April 20. The 
28-year-old’s sudden death in 
Muscat, Oman came as a shock 
to many. The cause of death 
was not immediately released, 
but many fans had at least 
an inkling of an idea. Avicii: 
True Stories, a documentary 
released in 2017, showcased 
his struggles with anxiety 
and depression behind the 
scenes. His lifestyle, mixed 
with his alcohol dependence 
and mental illnesses, created 
a dangerous concoction that 
would lead to the artist’s 2016 
retirement from his DJ career.

Within a week of Bergling’s 
death, an open letter from 
Bergling’s parents, Klas 
Bergling and Anki Lidén, stated 
that Bergling “really struggled 
with thoughts about Meaning, 
Life, Happiness. He could not 
go on any longer. He wanted 
to find peace.” Without using 
the word “suicide,” the letter 
answered fans’ suspicions. In 
April 2019, father Klas Bergling 
told The New York Times that he 

written by Madeline Kim| Forum Editor
layout by Robyn Lee | Junior Layout Designer

doesn’t believe his son’s death 
was planned. Bergling’s death 
was like “an accident to the 
motor road” with “several cars.” 
Bergling’s seemingly improving 
mental state and the lack of a 
letter led the father to believe 
“nothing points in the direction 
that he was planning it.”

One year has passed since 
Bergling left this world, but 
he continues to shape the 
EDM community. In his final 
weeks, Bergling was working 
on his third studio album, 
Tim, released summer 2019. 
Through Tim, he gives insight 
into his world of anxiety, 
existential fear, and finding 
joy through the midst of it all. 
“SOS,” a track in collaboration 
with Aloe Blacc (remember 
“Wake Me Up” and “Hey 
Brother”?) was the first to 
be released from the album, 
dropping 10 days before 
the one-year anniversary of 
Bergling’s death.

Almost a year after the 
death of the EDM musician, 
Bergling’s parents established 

the Tim Bergling Foundation. It 
“advocate[s] for the recognition 
of suicide as a global health 
emergency and promote[s] 
removing the stigma attached 
to the discussion of mental 
health issues” and “support[s] 
science-based organizations 
that engage in research into 
the causes and prevention of 
suicide, particularly for young 
people.” The foundation also 
aspires to be involved in 
different issues that Bergling 
felt passionate about such as 
“climate change, preservation 
of endangered species, [and] 
global hunger.” Thus far, the 
foundation is in its early stages 
and does not accept donations, 
but until then, Klas Bergling 
asks fans to spread the same 
love and compassion that his 
son did.

The Friends Arena in Stockholm 
will host a tribute concert 
for Avicii on Dec. 5. Live 
performers — some of whom 
had worked with Bergling in the 
past such as Aloe Blacc and Joe 
Janiak — and well-known DJs 
are playing to pay tribute to an 

EDM pioneer and raise mental 
health awareness. Tickets went 
on sale Sept. 5, and already, 
the show is sold out.

It’s hard to say goodbye to 
an artist I’ve followed since 
2012. Like most other fans, I 
started off with “Levels,” but 
I observed Bergling develop 
his sound. He experimented 
with various genres (who knew 
EDM could fuse with country 
prior to “Wake Me Up”?) and 
became more vulnerable 
with his audience. In his 
lifetime, he was passionate 
about causes such as AIDS 
care, world hunger, and the 
LGBTQ+ community. Through 
his music videos, he included 
themes of inclusivity and 
positivity. I’m sad that Tim is 
the last that the world will 
hear from Bergling, but just as 
he said when he retired from 
touring, he finished off his 
music career “with a bang.” 
Now, his legacy leaves behind 
a message of compassion, 
living life to the fullest, and 
continuing the dialogue of 
mental health.

THE LEGACY OF THE EDM ARTIST
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It may come as a surprise that, even in this day and age, books are still being challenged and banned across the United States.

Kathleen Newman, associate professor of English at Carnegie Mellon, spoke at the University of Pittsburgh on the topic of banned books and how this 
practice still persists today, despite the alleged freedom of information. I had the opportunity to interview her after her talk, and she explained not only 
the history of banned books but the persistence of the issue.

Professor Newman told me the story of a banned books case in 1975 that went all the way to the Supreme Court. Members of a school board attended 
a conservative group conference and were handed a pamphlet with 33 objectionable books. Nine of these books were found in the local libraries, and 
the board members took the books out of the library, deeming them inappropriate for the students to read. In retaliation and in defense of their freedom 
to access information, a group of high school students sued the school district. The Supreme Court ruled in the students’ favor, stating students should not 
have to sacrifice their First Amendment rights when they walk through school doors. This decision, along with the American Library Association’s Library 
Bill of Rights, formed a foundation for librarians to protect books, in a struggle that continues to this day. 

Despite the Supreme Court’s decision, Professor Newman stated that many groups continue to challenge people’s access to books. Most notably, these 
books are “either about diverse people or by authors with materials that challenge the mainstream society.” She estimates that there are more than 
10,000 challenges to different books and other media each year. The process for banning books goes as such: after a book is challenged, a committee 
is assembled to review the book and make a decision. While most books that are challenged are not taken out, a few extreme cases have passed. One 
notable example is the removal of the Harry Potter series from a Tennessee Catholic school in Sept. 2019. The school priest decided the spells in the 
books were real and could allow readers to conjure evil spirits, citing exorcists from the United States and Rome.

Newman said the history of banned books cannot be discussed without mentioning Judith Krug, the forerunner in challenging book banning and the 
founder of Banned Books Week. At the 1982 American Bookseller Association Book Expo, Krug presented a display of banned books in large, padlocked 
metal cage. Krug’s exhibition sparked the initiative known as Banned Books Week, with the joint efforts of Krug, the American Bookseller Association, and 
the National Association of College Stores bringing awareness to banned books. The 1980s saw a huge spike in challenges to books after the election of 
Ronald Reagan, with conservative groups mobilizing in the 60s and 70s to circulate banned books lists.

I asked her about what she believes to be the most important takeaway from Banned Books Week. Professor Newman expressed her desire for everyone 
to understand that the culture of banning books continues to exist. “Most people would say, ‘books aren’t banned anymore.’ On one hand, we’re better 
off in this country than maybe some others… But if you live in a small town and someone challenges a book, you might not have access to that informa-
tion.”

Banning books remains a powerful attempt to take an idea out of circulation, and it would be a “mistake to think it is a problem of the past.” Thus, 
Banned Books Week is a way to remember its prominence and to prevent the problem from getting worse. While Carnegie Mellon provides students with 
the freedom to access all books, it is crucial for students to remember that not everyone has the same privileges as us.

For more information about Banned Books Week, which runs from Sept. 22 to 28, or banned book culture in general, visit ala.org. 

the History of Banned Books
an interview with Kathleen Newman, professor of Banned BookS



At the last concert I went to before 
attending this one, I left the venue with my 
hearing impaired for two hours, completely 
exhausted from the last three hours of 
moshing to death metal. That’s why it was a 
nice change of pace that both openers at the 
Lucy Dacus show, Taylor Janzen and Quinn 
Christopherson, didn’t even have drums or 
bass in their set. For both sets, it was just 
two people on stage playing clean guitar or 
keyboard and singing their hearts out. Dacus 
and her band then took over after, and 
what followed was an hour and a half of 
melancholic catharsis and incredible music.

The show took place at the Mr. Smalls 
Theatre, a small church that has been 
converted into a concert venue that 
commonly hosts smaller and more 
independent artists. Dacus is easily one 
of the best artists working today. While 
her songs are not incredibly technical, 
the composition is some of the best in the 
growing indie rock genre, and her lyricism 
offers a lot to think about. For every artist 
fake music critics cite as evidence for “the 
death of modern music,’’ Dacus is one of 
several artists working today whom I point 
towards as evidence that music is alive and 
well.

There is something charming about watching 
concerts at a small venue. At larger venues, 
you’ll hear the sound come out from massive 
speakers and if there are instruments, 
they connect to the speaker systems via 
Bluetooth. But here, you can see the small 
Fender tube amps the artists use, with visible 
cables connecting their guitars, pedals, and 
amplifiers together. When Dacus’s bassist 
jumps around while rocking out, the cable 
flings around with him. These details seem 
inconsequential, but there is something 

different about seeing artists play with a 
technical setup similar to what you’d see at 
a live high school or college performance. 
In a weird way, it lessens the disconnect 
between the audience member and the 
artist, especially for audience members 
who play music. The artist’s personality also 
comes out in a different way. It’s a much 
more intimate experience, and I feel like I 
got to know not only Dacus, but Janzen and 
Christopherson really well.

The sound mixing at this also sounds much 
different. In larger venues, the sound can 
get overwhelming at points as the massive 
speakers and amplifier walls dominate the 
experience. But in a small venue, every 
detail of the soundscape is much more 
controlled and balanced. You can hear each 
individual band member so clearly. Dacus’s 
vocals blend really well with her band, and 
hearing that mix live was an absolute treat.

This concert cements Lucy Dacus as one 
of my favorite artists playing today. This 
was easily one of my favorite concert 
experiences, and I’m going to be on the 
lookout for more of her concerts. If you 
haven’t listened to her music yet, I highly 
recommend listening to both of her albums.

Lucy Dacus Concert
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CMU Lookbook

What started out as a passion project has 
quickly become a campus sensation. Darren 
Mok, the creator of CMU Lookbook
(@cmu.lookbook on Instagram), sat down 
with me again this week to talk to me 
about what’s changed and what’s coming 
for Lookbook.

When I met with Mok last semester, 
his account had about 600 followers. 
However, it tripled in size by the end of 
the last semester, having amassed about a 
thousand new followers. He attributes a lot 
of his success to the fact that it started on a 
college campus, since it provided him with 
an “interactive fanbase.” People wanted 
to be featured and got excited when their 
friends were featured, gaining traction not 
only with students but also organizations. 
The Tartan, as well as the Life at CMU 
and official Carnegie Mellon Instagram 
accounts, featured Mok’s work on their 
respective platforms.

However, in addition to his support from 
the community, his dedication to CMU 
Lookbook and his consistent work cannot 
go unnoticed. Although his vision for the 
page has shifted and he has not maintained 
the daily posting schedule he once had, a 
lot of big things are happening behind the 
scenes for Mok and Lookbook. He did not 
want to spoil it for us, but these “big picture 
plans” include expanding — he hopes to 
get more people involved by recruiting 
photographers, bloggers, and other 
creatives to his team — and rebranding the 
account, as well as collaborating with more 
of the Carnegie Mellon community.

In the last few months, Mok has worked 
with the likes of White Porcelain Apparel, 
a clothing brand created by business 
administration senior Charles Y. Wang, 
as well as Lunar Gala, the SPIRIT Fashion 
Show, and Carnegie Mellon-based music 
duo AWFBEAT.

Mok has come a long way since the 
beginning of CMU Lookbook. In the 
beginning, most of his time taking photos 
was spent explaining to people what it 
was, but now that his account is pretty well 
known, he actually gets to spend his time 
engaging with the people he works with 
in more meaningful ways. The account 
has become more deliberate, and the 
background work he puts in “can’t be seen 
concretely,” but he hopes that his effort 
will show through when he relaunches the 
account after the “incubation period” is 
over and the rebranding takes place.

Although in some ways he feels weird 
being the man behind the 
camera, as he is often 
known by his account 
but not his name, 
he really appreciates 
the connections he’s 
made and the creative 
community he’s become 
a part of at Carnegie 
Mellon and in the 
surrounding Pittsburgh 
area. He acknowledged 
that even though 
everyone has their own 
thing, the community 
has been extremely 
supportive of each other, 
“thinking of ways to 
grow as our own entity” 
while also “bringing 
each other up.”

He argued that it’s a “big enough platform” 
for anyone to succeed, provided that you’re 
willing to put the time and commitment 
into whatever project you’re passionate 
about. “If you really want it to happen and 
you care about it enough, there’s definitely 
enough tools and [people] willing to work 
with you.” He knew nothing about the 
“creative space” going into it last year, but 
his passion and drive made everything 

CMU Lookbook
CMU Lookbook

written by Alexandra Yu| Pillbox Editor
layout by Tracy Le | Visual Editor
photos courtesy of Darren Mok

C a r n e g i e 
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Her hands surround the bowl of pouring rain,
Her lips and words of pure disdain,
Throws the drops of pennies with a clang on the tv screen:
Full of colour, but not really.

His beard is clanged onto his face,
Hides his tattoos and ties the lace,
Grabs hold of the rope and lets it go:
Sees colour, but not really.

He walks down the streets,
Only to sit down on his feet,
Remove the cup, replace it with a new one:
Feels the colour change, but not really.

She grabs the pen,
Holding out all her dreams under these fingers ready to paint her amazing canvases then,
Now she holds the same pen to drown all her dreams:
They tell her to see the colours, but not really.

There is colour within us all,
Hear the cheer,
Plaster your ear to the wall,
And you will see,
All of us see colours,
But not really.

written by Eshita Shrawan
art by Rebecca Enright | Art Editor
layout by Tracy Le | Visual Editor

Dolor
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“Do you think I should wear a dress today at 
the lab?” My housemate had been repeating 
that question ever since she started working 
at one of the Robotics labs on campus this 
summer. Her main concern had been, “I feel 
like I’m the dumbest person in the lab every 
time I wear a dress.” I didn’t need further 
explanation before encouraging her to 
wear whatever she wanted, and she — who 
probably made her decision before expressing 
her frustrations — would go to her lab in a 
cute summer dress.

Recent graduate Chie Wach said that one 
of the main reasons that she didn’t interact 
much with the majority-male peers in MCS 
throughout her education was that she “felt 

academically inadequate compared to some 
of them, which was directly proportional to my 
appearance. So the nicer I looked, the dumber 
I felt, and the less likely I was to interact with 
them.” For Wach, dressing neatly is a form of 
lifestyle organization, similar to keeping her 
room well-decorated and clean.

I also like to dress nicely. For me, it’s a self-
care practice, a refusal to compromise that 
10-minute “me” time in the morning to the 
demands of being a Carnegie Mellon student. 
It is also the first decision that I make for the 
day — so as a decision science student, I strive 
to make a good one that can minimize my 
regret. In my first year, when my subconscious 
was still independent of the Carnegie Mellon 

norm, people would always guess that I was 
an art student judging by the way I dressed. I 
didn’t realize the repercussions of this image 
of mine until recently, when I decided to switch 
my additional major from creative writing to 
statistics and machine learning.

Before accidentally stumbling upon machine 
learning in my internship this past summer, 
I never thought that I would be competent 
enough to understand the algorithms behind 
the various machine learning models. Yet, 
given a chance, I was not only able to 
comprehend them, but I also developed 
a strong interest in a field that my peers 
repeatedly discouraged me from — “It’s a 
lot of math. You don’t look like you would be 

Should I 
Wear a 
Today?

Dress 
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outer shell, Kiliccote demonstrated his ascetic 
beliefs by shaving his head. Both were acts of 
nonconformity, yet while our choices impaired 
our ability to achieve higher, his choices 
earned instant respect.

During my conversation with Wach, we arrived 
at a theory that tied back to the traditional 
gender roles of men being smart and women 
being pretty. Smart and pretty, these two 
separate adjectives that otherwise would never 

have opposing nature, 
are now juxtaposed as 
projections of the traditional 
rigid gender dichotomy. 
Pursuing femininity is 
colored through stereotypes 
as the opposite of intellect, 
therefore discouraged 
at Carnegie Mellon, an 
environment that heavily 
values the latter. This is 
nothing new. In 1999, 
a study on stereotype 
susceptibility discovered 
that when Asian American 
women were asked to fill 
out their gender identity 
as the first question of a 
math test, they performed 
worse on the test, but when 
asked to fill out their ethnic 
identity, they performed 
better, compared with a 
control group where neither 

identities were asked. 20 years later, we are 
still subconsciously falling into the fallacious 
negative association between appearance and 
intellect.

Now, I’m wearing a denim dress writing this, 
thinking, what’s the call to action? I guess I’m 
not the best activist to write out a slogan for 
change. I feel small and helpless in front of 
this systematic error. Getting wrong beliefs out 
of our subconsciousness might be the most I 
could do. Although I still hope that it could be 
a sparkle bright enough to start a fire.

interested. It’s not for you,” and, “I struggled 
hard in that class. Why would you even try 
to put yourself through it?” Almost all the 
people with whom I held daily conversations, 
observational exchanges or conceptual 
debates suddenly presumed a lower degree of 
intelligence for me when it came to a STEM-
related area (I hate 
to point out that they 
were mostly male). 
I was convinced for 
two years, until I 
started taking math 
classes for machine 
learning and realized 
in anger how wrong 
their assumptions 
were.

But still, I doubted 
myself. Can I merely blame my cute 
summer dresses or my female identity 
for this situation? Maybe this false 
image was a necessary sacrifice in 
exchange for nonconformity and 
individuality. A Medium article by 
my friend and Tartan staffwriter 
Atahan Kiliccote, titled “On Fashion,” 
answered my doubts. 

Kiliccote documented people’s 
reaction after he changed his 
appearance by shaving his head: 
“People look at me differently, they 
don’t like to look me in the eye. 
They smile less… people also act with 
more respect, maybe more fear. They 
get out of my way. People apologize 
to me more.” He agreed that “fashion 
and changed appearances have a 
predictable but ultimately uncontrollable 
effect on one’s perception.” Yet he 
took a completely different stand, 
claiming that “fashionable clothing is 
wasteful and the time of plenty is ending.” 
His disobedience from the norm was a direct 
contrast from me and my girls. While we strive 
to bring more aesthetic expressions onto our 
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On the surface, it’s very easy to dismiss 
Hustlers as some kind of chick flick meant to 
capture female moviegoers. With a cast like 
Jennifer Lopez, Constance Wu, Lili Reinhart, 
Keke Palmer, Cardi B, and Lizzo, it sounded 
like every young millennial or old Gen-Zer 
girl’s past and present would collide. Where 
else would you find a movie with True Jackson 
and Betty Cooper acting alongside two of the 
hottest new female artists from the past two 
years?

Loosely based on New York magazine’s 2015 
article “The Hustlers at Scores” by Jessica 
Pressler, Hustlers follows Dorothy (Constance 
Wu), known by her stage name Destiny, as 
she works to make ends meet as a stripper in 
2007 New York. Early on in her career, she 
meets veteran stripper Ramona Vega (Jennifer 
Lopez), who takes Destiny under her wing and 
eventually ropes her into a Robin Hood-like 
scheme to steal money from their wealthy Wall 
Street clients after the 2008 financial crisis.

I think everyone has a moment where they 
instantly connect with Hustlers. It’s a moment 
where every component of the movie seems to 
fall into place: writer-director Lorene Scafaria’s 
brilliant screenwriting and storytelling 
methods, the provoking cinematography, the 
incredible performances of every actress and 
actor in the movie, the Great Recession-era 
atmosphere that Scafaria perfectly recaptures.

For me, it’s the moments when Elizabeth 
(Julia Stiles), a journalist meant to represent 
Pressler writing about Ramona, probes into 
Destiny’s family history and discovers her inner 
mindset — of Destiny waking up alone in the 
backseat of a moving car, with no one at the 
driver seat, climbing over to drive and stop the 
car. It’s Destiny’s flashbacks to a childhood 

with distant parents, who left her at her 
grandmother’s doorstep at a young age, never 
coming back, that kicked off an entire life of 
feeling alone and self-dependent. Not only 
are these scenes stellar examples of exposition 
alongside blatant narration, but they make 
Destiny’s thoughts and feelings come alive; 
audiences can see and understand how she is 
feeling. The writing is poignant, moving, and 
speaks to a larger human necessity: a desire 
for human connection, kinship, and lifelong 
bonds with one another.

The emotional bedrock of Hustlers — Destiny’s 
conflict between her own morality and loyalty 
— helps this connection feel universal. It’s 
impossible to even try to dismiss the sisterhood 
and family that Destiny, Ramona, and their 
crew have formed. Even as it inevitably falls 
apart, you can’t help but crave, appreciate, 
and long for the bond between this criminal 
group. Their squad feels like what you want 
your group of best friends to still be five, 10 
years into the future: still hanging out for 
Christmas with each other’s growing families, 
giving each other gifts, drinking too much 
wine, and remembering the good old days. 
It’s this strong bond that keeps Destiny in the 
game for so long: she’s found connections and 
family that she doesn’t want to let go of, even 
at the cost of her life.

Constance Wu is the perfect choice to play 
Destiny. She carries the audience through 
Hustlers with incredible wit and grace. In 
portraying Destiny’s inner conflict, Wu creates 
a balancing act between a calm, cool, and 
collected leader and a struggling woman 
trying to get by in every single aspect of 
life, reaching unexpected and heartbreaking 
layers of emotional depth. Wu also has 
amazing chemistry with Jennifer Lopez, who 

H
U
S
T
L
E
R
S

14



deserves all the praise the media is 
giving her. Her show-stopping entrance 
perfectly sets up Lopez’s presence, 
characterization, and performance 
throughout the entire movie. Ramona is 
a perfect foil to Destiny; while Destiny 
approaches things with caution, Ramona 
charges into battle. While Destiny 
hesitates, Ramona refuses to give up. 
Ramona is constantly taking initiative, 
“always in control” as Destiny says in 
the movie — and it shows. Every time 
Lopez is on screen, she commands it. 
It’s impossible to look away, and it’s so 
easy to be mesmerized by her.

In Hustlers, Scafaria uses each of these 
cinematic components and pieces to 
tell the story, rather than just letting 
them be backdrops or meaningless 
additions. Every little choice — from 
cameos to costumes — is intentional, 
making Hustlers a period piece of the 
Great Recession. Every actor and actress 
in this movie lets Scafaria’s incredible 
writing truly shine. Every storyline wraps 
up in its own meaningful way, each with 
its own message and story to share. 
Every bit of humor is perfectly placed, 
and is later balanced with an emotional 
weight that further pulls you in. Amid all 
the glitter, glamour, and money, every 
component of Hustlers makes for an 
incredible story and movie with heart 
and human connection.

15



16

horoscopes

 the signs as ABP soups

Aries
march 21 – april 19

Mushroom bisque

Taurus
april 20 – may 20

Turkey chili

Gemini
may 21 – june 20

Oatmeal

Cancer
june 21 – july 22

Broccoli cheddar

Leo
july 23 – aug. 22

Roasted eggplant

Virgo
aug. 23 – sept. 22

Mac and cheese

Libra
sept. 23 – oct. 22

Harvest pumpkin

Scorpio
oct. 23 – nov. 21

Lemon orzo

Sagittarius
nov. 22 – dec. 21

Broccoli cheddar

Capricorn
dec. 22 – jan. 19

Butternut squash & apple

Aquarius
jan. 20 – feb. 18

Chicken noodle

Pisces
feb. 19 – march 20

Clam chowder



17

comics

What happens in lecture…
doesn’t stay in my brain

by Parmita Bawankule

parmitadraws.tumblr.com
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https://tinyurl.com/lifeofmadds

Stationery
by Madeline Kim
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week of 9.23.19 - 9.29.19

Taste of the Tartans (Rangos Ballroom)
9.24.19 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Dangerous Ideas in Difficult Times: Rob 
Rogers and Yona Harvey on the Problems of 
Censorship (Carnegie Library Oakland)
9.24.19 6 p.m.

University Lecture Series: An Evening with 
Michelle Alexander (McConomy Auditorium)
9.26.19 4:30 p.m.

The Art of Writing: Kristin Valdez Quade (Heinz 
Memorial Chapel)
9.26.19 7:30 - 9 p.m.

Gallery Crawl presented by UPMC and UPMC 
Health Plan (Cultural District)
9.27.19 5:30 p.m.

Factory Installed 2019 Opening Reception 
(Mattress Factory)
9.27.19 6 - 8 p.m.

Late Night: Colours of India (Black Chairs)
9.27.19 10 p.m.

Saturday Night Market (Market Square)
9.28.19 5 - 10 p.m.

Squirrel Hill Night Market (Murray Ave)
9.28.19 6 - 10 p.m.

Persian Traditional Music Concert (Kresge 
Theatre)
9.28.19 7:30 p.m.

Pittsburgh Latino Festival (The Strip District)
9.29.19 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Style 412 Presents Fashion Film Fest (Row 
House Cinema)
ongoing until 9.26.19

Morehshin Allahyari: South Ivan Human Heads 
(CFA Great Hall)
ongoing until 10.17.19

ongoing week of 10.7.19 - 10.13.19
Stephen Chbosky (Carnegie Library Lecture 
Hall)
10.7.19 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Carol Brown Lecture Series: Brandon Som 
(McKenna, Peter, Wright Rooms)
10.10.19 4:30 - 6 p.m.

This Skin of Ours (Miller ICA)
10.12.19 - 11.17.19

Intersections: Studio 30th Anniversary 
Exhibition (Miller ICA)
10.12.19 - 11.17.19

Noche Latina 2019 (Cohon Center)
10.12.19 8 p.m. - 12 a.m.

October 13th Neighborhood Flea (Neighborhood 
Flea)
10.13.19 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Made & Found Fall Market (Ace Hotel 
Pittsburgh)
10.13.19 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Joe’s Odyssey: a 30-minute folk opera based 
on Homer’s epic The Odyssey (McConomy 
Auditorium)
9.30.19 4:30 p.m.

School of Drama: Tiger at the Gates (Purnell 
Center)
10.3.19 - 10.12.19

ReelQ: Pittsburgh LGBTQ+ Film Festival (Row 
House Cinema)
10.3.19 - 10.12.19

Late Night: Waving Flags (Black Chairs)
10.4.19 10 p.m.

Pittsburgh Dragon Boat Festival (North Park 
Lake)
10.5.19

Puzzlehunt CMU (Location TBD)
10.5.19 12 - 8 p.m.

week of 9.30.19 - 10.6.19
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comicsthe tartan playlist  

song

“Timefighter” 

“Riah sahiltaahk”

“Jikininki”

“7empest”

“Blackest Eyes”

“Killer”

“Doctor Worm”

“Smoke and Mirrors”

“Holy Wars...The Punishment Due”

“Cacti for Clothes”

“Silent Flight Parliament”

“Decency”

“Milk Lizard”

“The Other Side of Paradise”

“This Is Not Who I Want To Be”

“It’s Alright”

“Homage”

“Ghostride”

“I Don’t Know”

“Standing in the Rain”

“Octavarium”

“Nuclear Fusion”

“The Drapery Falls”

“Greenhouse”

album

Historian

1001 degrés centigrades

Shogunate Macabre

Fear Inoculum

In Absentia

Black Friday

Severe Tire Damage

Forest of Lost Children

Rust in Peace

Forever

The Parallax II: Future Sequence

Safer Off

Ire Works

How To Be A Human Being

Then I Try Some More

II

Skiptracing

Jinx

Egypt Station

On the Train Ride Home

Octavarium

Flying Microtonal Banana

Blackwater Park

Boss Brass and Woods

artist

Lucy Dacus

Magma

Whispered

TOOL

Porcupine Tree

Palehound

They Might Be Giants

Kikagaku Moyo

Megadeth

Pageants

Between the Buried and Me

Lilith

The Dillinger Escape Plan

Glass Animals

Joanna Sternberg

Horsebeach

Mild High Club

Crumb

Paul McCartney

The Paper Kites

Dream Theater

King Gizzard & The Lizard Wizard

Opeth

Rob McConnell & The Boss Brass 
With Phil Woods

September

playlist by Sujay Utkarsh | Pillbox Editor
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